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l^rCTURE 
£DINBURGtt. 


blSTORY. 

THE  origin  of  Edinburgh,  like  that  of  most 
other  ancient  cities,  is  involved  in  much 
bbscurity.  Without  adverting  to  the  fabulous 
accounts  given  by  authors  of  the  derivation  of  its 
liame,  or  their  conjectures  about  its  fit^t  posses- 
sors, it  may  be  remarked,  that  it  is  situated  in  that 
part  of  the  country  which  fbrmed,  in  the  days  cf 
Agricola,  the  Roman  province  of  Valentia ;  though 
It  does  not  appeal*  that  there  existed,  at  that 
time,-  any  fort  or  town  on^  the  spot  where  £din« 
buigh  now  stands.  On  the  departure  of  the  Ro^ 
A 
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of  the,  Saxon  inrad^P^i  uqder  their  Jesulers  Qcta 
and  EiiuMitin^tbe  year  4li2v$  and  it  continued  1q 
their  poBseaaioa^  tbft  4efeat,of  Egfrid^  kxng  o£ 
3^oitfaunkberlaiid>bylbePicU»iq^«5#  TheSsucoiji 
kin^  of  Noithttmb^teid  pe-ciHiquped  it  ia  the 
mnth  ^entioy  i  and  it  w^  teU^ned  l>^  .their.8g<Q;« 
<:e88oit  tilLaboiit  the.year  ^6».when  it  waaglvi^ 
up  to  Indtt^hns  king  of  Scotland*  . 

The  natiisal  MtUfttj^  of  .Edinburgh,  on  the 
ridge  of  a  bteej^  hlH,  tfi^minated  at  one  end  by -^ 
inadcesubleraekr  mutt^arly  haw  i9^k^  k  o^ 
as  a  fit  placey  either  §cxf  secui^y  or  defence^  i^  a 
barbaroua  age*.  Many  of  the  moot  ancient  fbrta 
in  Scotland  are  ^  situations  such  as  this  ;  ^aod.it 
.  is  not  to  be  supposed*  that  ^  ^po^  9o  wily  ren* 
dered  impr^nable  as  the  site  of  Edinbi)xgh  .castir* 
would  be Joag:u«ioe«aipied.  by  a  fqitfeas  of  90iffm 
kind  or  oithei^  in  a  district  of  countxy.  0q>  ofifc^ 
exposed  to  predatory  incursions*,.  Aa<4n9{ef;t 
writer.  (Simeoli  of  Durham) jnenttonf,  the,  toym  of 
JRdwm^bmr€li  as  exi8ti9g^  in  the  jps^ddle  of  tbe 
dghtb  centuiy*  Without  .resorting**  therefore^  to 
Celtic  deriyationay  it  is  prpbable»  th|U;.tbi9cky 
may  have  received  its  first  ioundiKtipiv  f^naa^ 
from  the  NcHihumbnan  princi^  ^£dwI|^  dudog  tlici 
posaessioQ  o£  this  part  of  Sc^tfafad  by  tb<(  g^gt^ 
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•  ^'ffj^  wluit  pnnfii^'  SoiMKU^glB  *w4ti  (xniiilSlllWd  'tthr 
te  W  Tbyai'bmtegli'if  uwcertiin.     it.a^fieaf% 

ikem't^falii  iSoher  t^fiBtandaitkm  of  tberabbet 
0f  Holyitkxliiotse,  M  t!ie  year  i  i^a,  tuttidoni^tte 
towii  bv  tldf  titrib  ^  •f^mf^mm.^k  Bthame*' 

"piMi'ixi  iAVi  be«fl  the  first'  trko  ^eteclted  roy^l 
boroi?!^  in  SceUdte^i  itismaretltta  probable  tW; 
^dinlmrgfc  ii  t6  bkn  Indebted*  for  tilis  distidctioB« 
Bjr  tlne^  cbaMei'  M^»t^0iL  of  the  abbef  above 
—taaidda&if  I^H^^t;  granted  to  tbe  caaons  forty* 
Bli£Uiiigi  t^r  di^of  ihe«pvefltfe«  of  the  towit; 
idktyUil^  MSSxign  moire  J&om  the  aame*  ift  caae 
'of  tfie^foSlire  oif  ceruiA  duties  payaUe  from  the 
liDg*tleirefi\^^|. the  church  ordiapelof  ittcaotle^ 
^ti&e  titi^ii  ^  n«  imllB;  one  half  of  the.  taXiodx^ 
Hiii  mH  bidek^the  beiMs  kilkd  m  the  city ; 
afkl  a^'t^'of^IMtBC^  of  grouttd  hi  Ins  tfivii:^£ 
j^tdne^lnitgk 

l^(nrafon|^  tiine  alter  this  period  JBdittbuiigb 
fteemt  tdhaVebee!ii!ipIaceofbiitlittleiiot&  Sh 
tinned  oil  tl^tolttlieFfi  Aide  of  the  Erilh  of  Forth* 
k  a' ccrai^  80  much  expoeed  tothe  inroads  of  the 
fiti^^y'diibidiieeiiMHits  to  i«iide  in  it  in  those 
toiijeiaed  ^BMK  must  have  bie»fe«e»  and  the  pos* 
iMMlP  of  iMlpeiitf  id  -it  t«rf  insecum  bi  the 
reign  of  Al^ander  Uy  (amio  lSl5)r  a  patttamcot 
Ad 
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yn»  held  in  this  city  for  thi^  fii^ttmle;  biUiit  was 
sot  till  after  th^  year  ,1456,  when  parliaments 
continued  to  be  held  in  it  segularly,  that  £din-y 
burgh  was  Iqoked  upon  as  the  capital  pf  Scot? 
land, 

.  Owing  to  the  waqt  of  written  records^  little  is 
kQowD  of  the  history  of  the  city  before  this  per 
riod.  The  oldest  charter  in  the  archives  of  thp 
town  is  one  granted  by  king  Robert !»  May  28» 
1S29>  in  which  he  bestows  upon  £dinbui:gh  til^ei 
town  of  Leithy  with; its  harbour  and  nulls;  an<| 
his  grandson,  John  ead  of  Canriok,  who  after-« 
wards  ascended  the  throne  by  the  iiame  of  Rc^ 
bert  Illy  conferred  upon  the  burgesses  the  singua 
lar  privilege  of  erecting  houses  in  the  Castle»  up«> 
on  the  sole  oondition  of  their. b^ing  persons dF 
good  fame.  /  ..,: 

•  In  the  year  I46ly,a  considerable  privilege  was 
conferred  on  the  city  by  Henry  VJ.  of  Eqgland^ 
That  prince  had  been  expelled  his  kingdom|.ao4. 
obliged  to  take  refuge  in  S<;6tland*  The  [  inhabi- 
tants of  Edinburgh,  during  his  residence. in  th^ 
city,  treated  hl'm  with  a  kindn^s  and  hospitality 
which  does  honour  to  the  age;  and  Henryj 
grateful  for  the  favours  he  received,  granted  thei^ 
liberty,  by  his  letters  patent,  to  trade  to  all  tjiQ 
English  ports,  pn  the  same  t^rms  witli  his  subjects 
thjp  citizei^  of {iondoo.   Asj^h^Mreveri  tbi|  u{)|^(<| 
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B 
ttmtte  i^ince  was  never  restored,  this  mirk  of 
ids  gratitude  was  fiot  attended  with  anjr  benefit 
to  the  dty. 

The  cidKens  of  Edlnbur^  havhig  diitlnguiihed 
ifaemseives,  m  14639  in  behalf  of  James  III,  when 
that  prince  was  at  variance  with  his  nobles*  he 
igranted  them  two  charters,  in  which,  among 
mother  ^vileges,  the  provost  vnn  made  heredita^ 
iry  lugh  sheriff  within  the  city,  an  office  which  is 
still  enjoyed  by  the  chief  magistrate.  The  town« 
coimcfl  were,  Ut  the  same  time,  invested  with  the 
'bower  of'  making  laws  and  statutes  for  the  go« 
teumcnt  of  the  dty;  and  the  incorporated 
trades,  as  a  mark  of  the  royal  gratitude  for  their 
loyalty,  'were « presented  vrith  a  banner  or  stand«- 
ard,  w^'a  Eberty  to  display  the  same  in  defence 
tof  their  own  tightSrOr  in  those  of  thdr  king  and 
icountry.  This  standard,  which  has  since  been 
inown  by  the  name  of  the  Bine  BiankcU  stiti 
vdsts^  and  is  always  placed  in  the  possession  of 
tiM  Convener  of  the  TVades  for  the  time  being. 
'  In  the  year  1497,  tiiat  disease^  which  in  Iha 
progress  of  hix^  has  been  denominated  the 
}fiuiiOttaifff  first  made  its  appearance  in  Edin* 
tniigh.  A  considerable  degree  of  alarm  was  ex« 
<tt0d^;  U  wasaodDunted  a  species  of  plague;  and 
fneaisures  weretakento;prcventti\e  spi^ladlngof 
tte>tippo6ed  contagion.    The  privy-c^ncil,  en 

A3 
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fflis  occasion/  sent  the  magidtrates  a  lett^y  im 
which  they  orderM,  **  that  all  mairer  of  per8oni% 
being  within  the  fredome  of  this  burgh,  qiihilk 
are  ttifectit,  ot  has  'be|ie  {n£bptit  axsd  uncorit  of- 
this  said  contagious  plage  eallit' thQ  gram^gorg'^ 
devoyd»  red^  and*  pass  farth  of  this  toax^  .and 
compeir  upoun  the  sandis  of  Leith|.*  alien  faxntm 
befote  none,  and  thair  sa^fhave  andfyndbotia 
reddie  in  the  havin  ordanit  to  thame  be  the  o& 
iicaris  of  this  burgh,  reddelie  fbcnei^  with  vic<^ 
taall^,  to  have  them  to*  the  Inch,'  andthagrta 
teixtiitte  quhffl^  God  'provydc  fct  thaar  health,.'^ 
The  letter  further  ordered,,  that  if  MjkuioeML 
persons  were  found  after  this  notice  who  did  not 
comply  with  the  comnuAid  contained,  in  i1^ 
*<  thay  and  ilk  atie  of  thame  sail'  be^bymt  on  ^e 
cheike  with  the  n^arking  umi^^  that  they  may  be 
kennitintyme  to  cuni^^'  Th«  place  tP  wUch 
the  pertons  afiected  with  tl^s  disease  Wesethu* 
ordered  was  Inchkf^ith,  a  small  i^laad  in  the 
middle  of  the  Frith  of  Forth*  .     -; 

*  In  the  year  ,1504>  the  tra^of  ground  to  ihe 
southward  of  the  city,  oalled  the  Bofough.  Moor 
<>r  Myre,  seems  fo  have  been  totally  covered 
with  wocftl,' though  it  now*  alKxds  no  .vettige  of 
fts  eyer  having  been  m  such  a  state.  The  •qiiaii»> 
^ty,  however,  was  atthattmie  sogieat,  that  the 
^wn>COimcjl*cipctedr,  that  urboeYer-slk^ul^  pu^ 
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dutte  as  Bbiidi  of  tlie  wood  at  was  soffideBt  tt 
make  a  new  front  to  thdr  houses  might  exteml 
itKvenieetfetber  into  the  stoeet.  The  effect 
of  tfais  act  was  luch^  that  is  a  shoit  time  Edin* 
bugh  was  filled  with  houses  of  wood  instead  of 
tfoae;  and  tiie  principal  atieetf  the  faeanty  of 
windi  consisted  in  the  height  of  its  buildings 
and  its  spacioas  width*  was  leduoed  fourteen 
feet  in  breadth* 

in  the  reign  of  James  IV.  the  cttixens  of  £din« 
bori^  diatingitished  tibemselves  by  theur  loyalty 
andherOism*  Junes  naturally  possessed  all  that 
hiavery,  and  ibose  romantic  notions  of  honour 
srhich  .ave  ralnilsti^  to  pi^ocuve  e^eem  amon^ 
a  martial  people;  smmI  perhaps  no  prince  was 
ever. more,  beloved  by  Ihs  sulifects.  In  the  un« 
SoUnnate  esqpeditioii  in%o  England,  which  these 
aotkms  inspixedy  suoh  was  the  zeal  of  the  people 
iat  the  king's  g|ory»  that  he  was  followed  by  as 
gsflant  an  agsiy  as  ever  any  of  his  ancestors  had 
led  upon  the  territofies  of  England.  A  considerr 
able  number-  of  the  iahalHtants  of  Edinburgh^ 
headed  by  the  eaal  of  .An^s  their  provost,  joined 
the  royal  .army*  and  shared  in  its  defeat  at  the 
^1  field^of'Elowdenr  in  l51d.  The  news  of 
this  disaster  soon  reaching^  the  capital*  the  citir 
fifns  were  no  doubt  thrqwn  >nto  some,  degree  of 
IWtf^a^^l  Wi  f*r  fix^  giving  way  to  tXr 
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Okuk  ^isapa&ti  tlidr  spirits  r&se  ^odef  the  iitl* 
pending  danger,  and  ^€lidlr  conduct  on  tiih  occa^ 
aStoti  tit^Hycd  a  flmitt^sf  and  energy  which  hai 
seldcAn  bdeifi  ^anilelled.  A  proclamaHoii  ivai 
Issued,  ordering^  all  the  hihabitibits  capable  ot 
bearing  anns  hn^Mtktelf  to  appear  it  their  best 
mititary  aocoutneHYents,  and  to  march  and  Join' 
their  pro^hMt,  under'  the  fot^eitnre  cf  lire  and 
goods;  that  the  citizens,  at  the  tblttng of  th« 
common  b^ihould  rq>air  to  the  president's  in 
tiidr  military  (^-^s,  to  delbnd  th«  town  agamsfc 
the  aueiiif^  of  the  «neitiy;  AU  wonnen  were 
dischtfged  ft&ai  crying  and  damourtn^ita  th^ 
itiieets,  m  pain  of  banishment  $  and  It  was  m> 
commended  lo  them  to  repahrto  the  church,  and 
pray  for  suc<*ess  to  the  army,  and  at  other  timei 
should  mind  their  business  ^  home,  and  not  Iti^ 
cumber  the  streets  wi^  the^  presence.  It  was 
afterwards  ordered, thai  ereryfouith  man  shoUli 
leeep  watch  at  lught ;  and  five  hundred  ^unds 
Scottish  money  were  raised  to  purchase  artSHery^ 
and  repair  the  fortificsnSons  bf  thecky. 

The  alarm  occasioned  by  this  d^eat  having 
subsided,  the  inhabitsants  were  relieved  irom  the 
trouble  of  vratohmg'  2(t  night ;  but,  to  prevent 
-aurptise  in  ^ture,  a  mifiti^  was  raised  iforthe 
defence  of  the  city,  whioh  has  tronlSntied  to  th^ 
present  time,  and  is  now  known  by  the  name  of 
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fkc  pnun,Gmrdr  .BiVHig  th^^f^oq^oon^erfr 
piition  which . succeeded  the^ defeat-at  FU>FdeQ^ 
tjie  plague  ^iged  with  viQleope  j»  £diQbi»B^»  ^<^ 
canried,  off  .^reat  mimbera  ;  fwhi^h  ppcaftion^  s^'r 
yenil3£;t9.pf.  council  hein|^  iasued? .  ORl^i^pg  va^ 
xip.i;»  9^^ure9..i^r  ^toi^ii^«|j^  P^^gi^?^  ^  tho 

9?R^^.,.,....,    ..     .,.-..      ...  •    ^ 

;  Jp  .1^3  Ediilbuish  was  pl||n4«K4.  ^,^burnt 
b^rlheL  EpgUsh  licvcea  undnr.the  eaurl  of  Hartford^ 
Htsuy.  V][U^  of, England  was  ainhjUoiis  of  joiiu^g^ 
tiic^  S^o^if^ox^^n  tP«his,o.wn.hy,th^i9airi48e^ 
the  .|f6i^^QHpen^4pf  SccvU  to  hit joaly  toa^^i^ardv 
"J^JI^  jprl.of  4>!^»  -^t  thftttin^e,  regent,,  ei^ered- 
intp  a  Jtreatf  withHenty:  fpr  this  purpose ;»l>iit«; 
^e.  intrigues  pf  cardinal  Beaftom  iweyent^dkiroiii- 
bdp^caiTied;jintQ,exe(^tioa.  ThC:  English'  bmk 
narc^^wa^.toQ  high-spirit^  taxneljr,^  h^ar  this  jnn 
(Ugoi^ ;  tw<)  hundred,  safl.of  ye^iels  entered th^. 
Frith  of  ^Qit]|.;^a|id». h^vii^g  laj^ded  their  for^^ 
toolL  and^burned  I^eith  and  Edinburgliy  plundex«d^ 
the  adj^entcoun^^  and  retired  insaf^y  to-  ther^ 
English bPidi^t .  Thesetpwijs, however, soon re^- 
covered ffom their ruinousstate, and  Edinburgh 
rose  niore  ^lendid  than  ever. 
.  ^  few  ye^r%  ajfer  th|a  Edinbui(gh  again.fell  intQ 
.  the  hands  of  tie^English  under  th^  earl  of  Hart-i 
ffftfi,  after  the  defeat  of  t|^  Scottish  anny  ^t  ^^. 
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... .     ....  »*..■...    ,. 

ley  I  bu^  though  txpoced  td  pnia^i  it  it  tfi!| 
time  escaped  confla(jfration« 
.  .The  progress,  of  the ^refbnnatkm  cif  reli^oiif 
which  had  by  this  time  spread  over  the  most 
part  of  Europer  occasioned  sereral  dl8tUi:6anccs 
ki,  Edinbiiigh*  .That  ptogress  had  beeii  mttcb 
fii^Iitated t  by  the  regent  Arraiiy  who  !n  his'fiiit 
piarliament  consented  to  an  )ict»  by  whi^h  {he 
ta{ty  were  permitted  to  read  the  Scriptures  b 
tJbeir  natire  tongue^  8<mie  of  th^  more  gUu^  of 
^popish  absuxditjesy  which  had  long  imposed 
aji  the  ignorance  .imd.  credufit]^  of  mankindy'iqrerb 
ihus  easily  detected  and  expose^  to  pu^lc  fid^ 
ciile*  Several  of  the  most  powerful  of  the  ^cbt<* 
lish  barons  embraced  the  reformed  doctrines ;  and^ 
"^mgied  ot^by  th^  bold. ctpcj^ience  of  John  Kn6x^ 
■who  bad  b^n  about  this  time  to  iiarahgne  pub- 
licly against  popery,  a  great  majority  Of  the  nia- 
tion  SQOti  declared  (n  favour  of  the  reftoamation* 
^or  the  defence  of  their  new  tenets*  they  fbrmed 
themselves  into  a  body»  known  by  the  liam^  of 
theC^fl^gr/'^a/ion/^and  in  spite  of  Chie  efforts  of 
Mary  of  Guise^  who  had  succeeded  Aitati  in  t&e 
cegency,  they  soon  made  themselves  ihasters  df  the 
'principal  cities  in  Scotland^  The  cOAginegatiofial 
anny,  wherever  it  came,  kindled  or  spread  the 
^fiaihe  of  x^Ntnation,  ailduhfiiiktafiatelyy  in  the 
ardour  of  keal/  ^e  utmo^' excesses  of  violence 
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e.a)|BB||^ktfd  jippn  the  pojMfth  religknM  eftUb- 
I ;  ieven  the  very  bufldings  being  nueed. 
At  a  •oi^n^prpcession  in  ^  £dinburght  in  which 
the  itatue  fit  St.  Giles,  the  tutelar  saint  of  the 
^y^was  (^{Tif^  through  the  streets  in  great  pomp^ 
the  ipdligii^n^  populace  dispersed  the  pricsis  ani 
Jf^^iki^  and  tore  the  e0igy  of  the  saint  hi  pieces. 
Xici^t^i^^Kf^o^  expresses  himself,  ^  Dagon  wsn 
jkd^  wiUiout  head  or  hands ;  down  goestte  crost^; 
-qIF  go  ;  the  surpUc^  round  caps,  and  coronets 
with  th^crov^s,  The  grey-fHars  gaped;  ffac 
43iack-lij8^8  blew }  the  priests  panted  and  fled^ 
ipjl  ^i^y  was  he  that  got  first  to  the  house  5 
1^  fivu:k  ?  sudden  fray  came  never  among  tht 
gi^eFatiofif  of  Antichrist  within  this  realm  bew 

W:  .'-•-■  .•  ■    ■        : 

^  t^e  nf^gisitrates  of  Edinburgh,  oti'  hearing  tH 
t^  app^oacH  of  the  anny  of  the  Coif  gregation,  hfad 
very,^rpTJ^nt]y  sent  commissioners  to  Linlith* 
,gpw  tp  mtreat  the  leaders  of  it  that  they  woUU 
spans  their  churches  and  religious  houses;  the 
fonner^to  b^  employed  in  the  prdtestant  wonhip» 
and .  the  latt^  for  refomied  aemliiaries.  In  the 
jKean  tioie  they  ordered  all  the  gates  to  be  Aut* 
eiccv^  tbose  of  t)ie  Ketherbow  and  Weft-port, 
ifehich  wi^^  gioa^ded  by  twelve  men  eich.  A 
^uurd  of  mty  men  was  likewise  ordered  for  th^ 
^^Cfmty  <>f  $tf  Giles's  c^mrcb;  and  the  st^lh  tii 
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.  ^e  tl^ii*  W^t«  Removed  to  the  TdlbdbtlHbr.tlK^ 
greater  safety.  But  the  lords  of  the  Congregation 
having  arrived  at  Edinbui^gh,  in  July  1559»  the 
boisterous  Knox,  was  appointed  mimster  of  tk^ 
city.  Not  satisfied  that  any  of  the  religiouft 
houses  should  remain  entirey  he  daily  harangufld 
against  the  *'  monuments  of  idolatry"  thef  ccte- 
tainedy  and  easily  urged  on  the  populacfe  tb  de- 
stroy all  the  statues  ahd  ornaments  of  the  church 
of  St.  Giles.  He  eveti  insisted,  «  that  the  true 
Vray  to  banish  the  rOoks  was  to  pull  down  their 
nests."  In  consequence  of  this  mostsiitialkctor^ 
argument,  an  act  was  passed  by  the  states,  fait 
deniplishing  all  cloisters  aiid  abbey  churches  hi(  the 
kingdom  *.  Th^  reformation  «H>ntint(nig  to  galh 
ground  in  Edinburgh,  a  number  of  the  inhabit 


*  The  fplkywing  is  the  copy  of  an  order  for  the  demo- 
tkioh  of  the  images  and  Other  ornaments  of  the  cathod* 
nl  church  of  Dunkeld. 
«  Traist  Friends, 

After  niaist  hartly  commendation,  we  prliy  you  faiQ 
Jiot'to  pass  incontinent  to  the  kyrk  of  Dtnkeid,  and 
.tak  down  the  haill  images  thereof,  and  bfmg  forth  to 
the  kyrk*yard^  aod  byrn  thajrnii  oppiiHy ;  and  sidtlyk 
cast  doon  the  altairs,  and  purge  the  kjrk  ot  a|l  kyj^of 
momimeats  of  idolatryc;  And  this  je  fail!  not  todO|«| 
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'■  <Jf  tifif  dityi  how  sent  i  m^te^*  to  (te* 

'^oeeir  iieg^t,  hi  ^swer  to  a  gentle  remonstrance^ 

4ie  Ifad  made,  in  iivliich  they  aafseYted  their  re- 

-  tohttion  of  maiMiriing'  the  dobt^hes  they  had 

'«lf^Oiffttdy  and  adserled  the  ^  mess  and  the  papiv 

ludll  teUgiofin  to  be  v^thout  the  word  of  God, 

Ao^th^  supefatltidus,  damnable  idolatrie,  and 

«ftfi^Devffl.'>  '        i^ 

'  Tfeqoeenregl^  in  the  mean  lime,  residec^- 

flt  THmbstf  and  .{mtdefrfly  gave  wa^  fo  a"  torrent 

wbidibcr.fofee.waa  not  able  to  r§8i^.    Thtf 

ttadai  of  the  Corig^gatfon,  eolAfceiving  ^EHe  work 

tD  be  already  ooine/  and  da2f2ted  ifHth  the  fAiccess 


ye  wilt  d6  M  rioguTar  emplfsbr ;  and  to  comittis  ycti 
it  the  protection  of  God.— -From  £diiiboQrjgh  theiii. 
M  Aoguse  1560. 

♦  Argyle. 

«,        -  -  (Signed)'    '      Jiiints  atewtrf. 

Ruthfcn.*' 

«  Faill  n«t  btft  ye  tak  giiid  heyd  that  ocyther  tha. 
dtsk^y  windock9,jnor  durri%be  ony  wayi  h»rtf  or  broken; 

^yther  glassm  wark  ef  iroD  wark.*' 

'   'V   ■  ■  '  i 

•   Thni  hitter  it  addreised  on  the  back ; 
y  H  Tor.  our  Tra/it  Bryndts,  the  I^tiriH  of  Amtoly^and 
TRiWf*."  •     ....•   *. 
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•pid  thdr  followers.  Maryt  who  o^ily  waite«l  fior. 
jllich  a^  opport^Qit^,  ^dV^ced  imexsi^edlf  bf : 
^si^dden  paaxch,  in  the.  oiglit  with  a)I  her  forcev 
,#^U  A|g?c>nng  hei^  ^Ued.the  cit/* 

ypiih  the  utsojpctaians.  ])« considei^bte  num]^ 
of  trcj^ps  aj^  arriv^'to  bet  itiisiaacc  ftiif. 
Fraao^  These  she  commanded Jtimedfately  t^^ 
if>rti^  il^ith|  an4f  to  bring  thit  town  entiitl^ 
under  theirj  command*  the  French  turned.pnlt^ 
great  p^  of  tjbe  jpicifi^  iqhahitantjb  and.flipok' 
]lpMe«4p9 ^  tj^eir.hoitffSi,  i;4fnl:)i«i;h  |f,98 alj^ 
jff^nffimnd  Ae  i*i»rcb  Pf  igt.Ga|B  -W^ 
lied  from  the  pro£»ie  n^inistr^tionf  of  the  r^foro^ 
frs^  by  a  new  aii4 -solemn  consecralicPy  the^tiy 
fifjhe  ttomish  ^hiurch  weit^i^-iett^blist^ed^  l,.  ■.  ^^ 
JTJiif  <»ii4ii9t;of  Jthe^jgji^;  regent  0199c  mm 
jpused  the  lords  of  the  CongregaUofl.)  t^tf]^,  fjaipr 
ttheir  enor|»  and  to  repair  it  aigain  luid  n^oum  tp 
juniii.  It  waa  but  a  fm^^part  of  the.Fx:enc|i 
ai^iliapea.  which,  had  as  yet  arrived;  and  tit^ 
foitifications  of  JLeitbf^  jthoMgh  beg,un«»  Were.  ^ 
from  being  compldbe*  Uftder  these  jclx;cup^t9% 
ces  of  dl8a4vantag€^  they  concei^jed  it  po«i|il^  ta 
«|irpnse  the  queen's  partyi  apd  by  p^  ^^sive 
blow  to.  preyfQt  a^tfutmt  Woodsheil  imd  ouv 
ttntion.  Full  of  these  expectat]|ai|h  they  ad^rau|» 
ced  rapidly  towards  Edinburgh  with  a  numenxw 
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tsined'to  waii:  patientff  tite  atrfral  of  itflir  Teii&« 
>!bix*eiineiit^'  IKie  Teadm  6f  tlM<  Coiigf^tJ^ 
Immei^iately  called  r  cofivention  of  the  whc^ 
peers,  barons,  aiid  refntsentativA  of  boronght 
iRrhp  adhered  to  their  pjurty,  in  which  it  w^ 
iabif^li9£^  that  th^  qn^  th<Mild  be  defirtted  tf 
Vile  c^cieof  ^egetit^'tifUdi  die  hiid eici«fted;& 
'theSb*  opihu^,  so  mwA  16  the  detriment  dP  the 
%ingdodi« 

':  This  feadcrs  of  the  Congiv^ation  tooA  ftmiii^ 
loiW)^;thitihdr  zeal  had  engageJl  them' in  '^ 
irndfertakfag  beyond  the^  «Cren^/  In  te  at • 
%ibi^f  to'aii^ilH  Leith,  the  ff^nch  trooito  beat 
^enr  baeki  ititdf  pumithg  thettt  to  the  gates  6f 
Ediabwi^i  wm  6H  the  point  4if^«ni^tfeg  it  ak>n| 
'^Xft&  HiShr  Oh  this  b^cittlbv  terror  jmd  afainn 
\ifterf  ti^  dif/^iftd  4ln]my  ofthe  lAhabitantsbeg^h 
%  C^sidt  tht^ir  ^dbty  bf  Mgtai  The  ibnres  oT 
lWCdtt]t|!%ati<m  seeined  ^Q^o  ditmayi^  arfdii^ 
j^Mutb  a*^  tVe  qUeeti'r  {ifatiKans  in  the  town 
tegiti  djpehly  to  instttt thelm  A%w  of  the  no* 
miti  tt  tengfli  venttitted  to  finti  fbrenehiy,  who» 
iltef  J^ttSklerinit  ioimbflfii«e»Mthesttbuibs,ris 
llfM  Witt  th6!r  bootjf^alld  deHvcfe^'the  dif 
"ntyAi  inis  diudnd  alafni*  *  -  Tvis  wonr  *  h j^ipnuMl 

'ft  oetoli(r  i»i».  •  ■  ••:■;■•'  -  •' 
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'jftftery w^s'not  more  iiaift^m»t  b^  no^ibini^ 
^e^adiveiB  *^tQ9m  mibm  the  waiDj^  o€*£<iaMbUitrl|^ 
^i^  mif^Vot'*ti^  Coilgr6ga|ioii  jdl/BpavteiA  ftt)inid^ 

rived  atSitirling;.  )n  jU|is  situation  they  res#Mi 
xio  apply  foHaliiiitaiice  to  Ea^laikd^  ^  BlkjAkth 
.-^ad  tkntrv^ike  gixjJWiilg  jioW^^of  *he^^Fil5^ 
^IlKrtkm  mOk  >  jrtolOMts  -eye,  and  ifehe*  yia»'T«(t 

averse  to  any  itteasnres  that  mi^fat  tendtole^seti 

ft.  A  Ifeet  oi  ships  was  ^eal'td  thl^  aJi»isdttK$  of 
-flie-e^ngregatiott,  »%1  ^»  army  P^  «?  tjbttusaiit 
Ifootiand  tW0  tMiiiand  Ikpi^e  aettc^tocptbpf- 

n^  by  land.  Ti(e  Bteutb  array  tttXe^tb^waB 
:«o6n  £di«^  to  capittikte,  and  le^ve  the  kang4ei9f 

land  the.  prdtestant  leaders  beoame  poweMd»q^ 
'the  wliole  sov^iselgtf  auaipii€y»  "■■'>• 

•^  A'pirKamen€r  «afi'#oon  alter  heli^  lorwlncii 
-tenctkm  ^as  girfei  t»  a  Coale^sion pf  fjdtfir'pg»- 
^'-sehted'to  tfaetn  bfihe  reformed teaehers;: ami, 

to  keep  pace  vnOi  tHe  pariiameijt,  th^  fr>wflr 

couticll  ^  E«iftlni2rgfc  patted  an  ^et^  in  wWcb 

ihey  oidered,  that  all  idolaters  (pa^8t»Vwh«i». 

ihongersy  and  hailots,  should  be  bamahed  die 

*5«ity';  the  fbAner,  after  being  eiipoted  at  tile 

^'anark^t^rross  for  the  space  of  sk  hours ;  and-tlie 

.'^tatter,  after  being  carried  in  3  carty  ^9  a  publls 

fpect^cle,  |br  t)ie  fir^t  ofiimce^  8h<^  be^l>0^{. 
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^QB  tiK'CTBOC  fot  iSait  SMfftOf  mi  MDKI'  OtSKKk  fof 

Ite ^iM.  The  for^cationt  of  Leith  weieM: 
Hm^tedemolislied,  by  m  «rder  oftlic  cemtkcQ^ 
toftwedfc  folcigii  iorei^  jftioili  agais  o&iopjfDi^ 
k  to  HwL^reiiidkfe  of  tte  fibcttiet  of  ^  king* 


...  In  tlie nontli  of  August  1561,  Ma^  queen  dt 
4cot»'arrfved  at  Leith  from  France,  to  ti^e  po** 
-«essk»  of  the  tfafttoe  of  her  fathers,  and  was  iv- 
'l»Ted  hy  her  suljocts  with  erery  demonstration 
1Bf%idooDie  and  regard.  OntSleilrstof  Septexn- 
litt  she  mad^  her  puUic  entry  into  Edmhurgh 
^irith  grattfNxnpw  No^iing  was  neglected  which 
jC0idd  ei^ress  the  duly  and  aflbction  of  the  citl- 
jEOBStcHraidsihdraoTere^fl.  Bat,  amidst  these 
(deuonstsationt  of  regard,  the  genhis  and  senti- 
teents  of  the  nation  cyseovered  themselves  in  a 
tfitunaitaiicae^  wind),  though  inconsiderable  of 
fl9el(  ought  not  to  be  overloohed.  As  it  was  the 
Inode  «f  the  times  to  exhibit  many  pageants  at 
'^fttery  public  solemnity,  most  of  these,  on  this  oc* 
xarikm,  'WRte  oontrived'  to  be  representations  or 
Ihe  f€Bgc«mje  which  the  Ahntghty,  according  to 
'<be  Sacred  Writtdgs,  has  inflicted  upon  idolaters^ 
C«eli  while  ^dy  studied  to  amuse  and  to  flatty 
fbe^ueen,  her  subjects  could  ndt  refrain  from 
/Cmttfying  thefr  abhorrence  of  the  religioa  in  whicfc, 
i^  hiid  beeo  educated^ 
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^Though  the  q^oeen  had  coQaontqd*  thfoi^ 
jiofi^edceof  her  ministera,  mo8t<^  whom.yrei^. 
^ealou9  protesUptt*  ^o  protect  and  tok^^t^  t^^ 
fdorvaod  doctrine^  yet  she  herself  was  JiatiliaUjr . 
.  devqt£d  ta  tbfi  Roini|b  religioa.    Xluiiiig  ^ec  ah-. 
sence  on  a  progress  mto  the  westy  m  156S9.iQj|9^> 
coatixmedta  be,cekj»tal^  in  her  chapel  at  H^^- 
joodhouse.  ^he  mult^tufiQ  of  persons  who  op^pp  % 
ly  resorted  thither  gaye  -great  offe^pe  tg  the  cit^  . 
;Bens  of  Xdinburgh,  who»  being  free  from  the  re^  . 
.straint  which  theft)yal  presence  inspired*  aasenir 
|>led  iaa  riotous  manner,  interrupted  the  serv^c^ 
and  Hiled  thoise  ivho  were  present  with  the  i^ 
jnost  consternation.    Two  of  the  ringleaders  wh<^ 
were  engaged  io  this  tumul^  were  seized*  and  a 
day  appoinjt^  for  their  trial,  •       ,  . 

John  l^npXf  who  esteemed  the  zeal  of  these 
person^,  laudable,  and  their  copcl^ct  namtoriou^ 
considered  them  as  sufferers  in  a  good  cause; 
^d)  in  order  ^o  scree;»  them  from  danger,  issued 
pircular  letters,  requiring  all  who  professed  the 
true  religion,  pr  were  concerned,  for  the  preser^ 
yation  of  it,.tQ  assemble  at  Edlnbui^h  on  th&day 
of  trial,  and  by  their  presence  to  comfort  and  da^ 
fist  their  distressed  b|;ethreo«  One.of  these  let* 
ters  fell  ajccideotally  into  the  queen's  hands.  Tc^ 
f  ssemble  the  sul^ects  without  the  authority  p^ 
fhe  sovercigq  wa9  i^onstru^  tQ  be  high  tf^asqiii 


,y  Google 


If 

^ad  alMOlultAii  wastakoa  to  proaeeute  Kfio;^ 
fe  that  crime  before  the  privy^counciL  Happir 
f^  for  Iwn  his  judges  wefe  zealous  protestants  i 
juid  aitor  a  long  heaoriiig^  in  which  pertiaps  par« 
pfUkf'^vcfeniiid  justice*  he  was  unanimously 
«tti»i(*ed. 

'  -  The  towA-couacil  of  £dinbuigh»  about  this  ' 
thtte^  caused  the  picture  pf  St*  Giles  to  b^  cn\ 
^afe'of  the- town's  standard^  ^  the  Thistle  to  b^ 
iDsei^  in  its  stead;,  and  ordained^  such  wa^ 
their  sei^l  fo;:  th^  protectant.  doctnnes>  that  no 
p^K^agi  jihoidd  4ie  chosen  into  any  ofike  in  the 
dtir  but  such  as  were  of  the*  reformed  religion, 
Th#y  Ubewise  eniKrtedy  that  all  persons  convicted 
of-  the  crime  of  fomioation  should  be  ducked  ia 
a  certain  place  of  the  North  Locb^  where  thero 
was  Zr  pillar- erected  for  that  purp9se. 

Ia  156B9  after  the  murder  of  Qamley  and  the 
queen's  marriage  with  Bothwell^  a  ponsiderable 
body  <lf  the  nobles,  under  an  apprehension  that 
Bothwell  wished  to  ►get  the  person  of  the  youn^ 
prisee  James  intohis  power^  entered  into  an  as* 
iOf  iatioA  for  the  defence  of  his  person.  Mary 
piiblished  a  proclamaticmoa  this  occasion,  re- 
quiring her  subjects  to  take  arms,  and  to  join  her 
hudiapd  by  a  day  appointed.  The  con^derate 
folds  in  the  meaii  ttnie  raised  an  army  and  ad« 
l^lSfcdlfim  Stirling  to  £dinbur|hy  while  Botbft^ 


d  by  Google 


11^  and  the  queMi  ivfired  td  OuIMmU'*  lliieM 
<^  Hutitly  endeaiirolir«d  In  ¥»n  to  aliiilittte  O^ 
inhahttants  to  defend  the  city  agaiiml  tlieai*mf  tf 
the  nobles;  they  entered  without  oppdtftioiH  mi 
weft  instantly  jdined  by  ma^y  of  the  dtSxday 
whose  zeal  became  the  tnnest  support  of  Ote&^ 
ckuse*  Mary  soon  after  surfendered  herself  ta 
the  ntibles  M  Pinkey,  near  Mussdhufgh^  »kI  #aki 
conducted  to  Edinburgh,  where  the  streets  warti 
eMwded  With  multitudes  whom  seal  or  cuiiositf 
had  drawn  together  to  behold  such  an  imntit 
icene.  The  queen  worn  out  with  frtlgue,  ttfirtt* 
ed  witii  dusty  and  bedewed  with  tears,  was  tau 
posed  as  a  spectacle  to  her  own  subjects,  and  led 
to  the  provcMtf  s  house«  **  But  the  people  behdd 
the  deploraMe  situation  of  their  soveitign  witli 
insensibility ;  and  so  strong  was  their  perstiasioll 
of  her  guilt,  that  the  suffefings  of  tiieir  queen  did 
not  in  any  degree  mitigate  thehr  tesentment,  op 
procure  her  that  symps^thy,  which  b  seldom  de* 
nied  to  unfortunate  princes,^ 

Mary  was  afterwards  confined  as  a  prisoner  ia 
tiiecastleofLochlevtti,  and  forced  to  resign  the 
€rown  of  Scotland  in  favour  of  her  infant  sooi 
(On  this  occasion  ^e  town-coundl  sent  three  of 
their  number  to  Stirling,  to  represent  the  city  a| 
At  cmmation  of  James  YL 
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^r;ilttrj|t9u:U4i#7«f  «B  account  «€•  Itbe  populace 
Mnf  f«B)Mtad  by;.tlie  va^psllntm  iisnn  nakiog. 
'^fkfiOik^UffdMM.  VS3ir  riotanB  Mwd  m- 
4|^.cifcf^S>toB,  mid'/eoxBn^tted  semal'outragot. 

^/Ifr^^pinncil^  w»b«hatemt>>  >jQi(ieunf  4Ji(e.niigr. 

4»  ke.9illMNil*faB't&etoiettoe.;i'hit  arcvovnl. 
jlMmb^ai^  bfoke  open  tbepritoi^veleas^d  the 
cyJiBiitff ^ndiataaiilted  the  magiBlratev  who.  were 
JlMiinblfJ.  itt  >the<r4]]bdoth^  Ihoir  usuiri  place  of 
arBtingtfv^Pie  inagifltimtM^  MpjmSaeB^ve  of  tiie. 
^jngtrlo  whiehillicjr  wcraei|>oted»  and  depiiiu. 
4lififi  jfi  tteaae  of  proouiSBg  to  themsehree  nU^ 
^fttae^iflMlQrthelieeeitity  of. granting  an  oUigs^ 
mif  001/  Id  vprofliacate.  any  person  ^ft  account  df 

« JathetfoMowkir  year  the  ^plaigne  eettns  egain 
i»toie.vittte^£ditifbuighr  a»  appears  i^romeef en 
laLrsgnfartioni  Wsoed  fay;ti^  couopil  to  prevent 
ihe  pfogress  of  the  conlagieQ. ' 
:.iBan»^.theooftimotoi»:whMh  Aliacted^the 
flAmtry  alter  MaFf%  retspi^  into  England,  EdinK 
^mgfht  tuftrod;  much  from  ^e4i^ed  interests 
«f  the  dxfoent  fsctionv  being  sometimes  iti  the 
fjboamriolj'Off^one,  ap|Ji'ii^,other  times  under 
She  power  of  the  other.  ,i»Ii>  the  yt^  IS7U  d«b 
4dc  the  t^enc^  of  ^Leimaa(>  ^kaldy  of  Grangs^ 
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9ihiive  dffieer,  havrng^  in  Vain  e!ld^«pur«d'^ 
ibmi  a  coalidoa  among  the  contetiditig  partiei| 
declared  for  the  ca^the  quecfn,  iad  held  the  cas^ 
0$  Ediaburght  6{  whith  he  was  govemor»  in  htr 
name.  He  then  ^siicfd  a  proclaxhation,  dedaiii^ 
l^ennox'a  authority  to  be '  uiilawfuT  and  uto^ed^ 
and  commanded  alt  who  favouted  his  ciuse  ibS 
leaie  the  town  withm  ux  hontHi  aeited  th^  ittA 
4)ddnging  to  the  citizens ;  planted  a  battety  om 
the  stebpleOf  St  Giles ;  repaired  the  wadls,  aii4 
fintifi^  the  gates  of  the  cfty ;  and,  though  th« 
^ifeCtionA  of  the  citizens  leaned  a  dlffbidit  Way; 
Jidd  6ut  the  metropoliragainstthci  regent*  Himi- 
iyt  Homey  Herries^  and  other  diieft  of  tSxat  hc^ 
liokiy  repaired  to  Edinburgh  with  their  fi^ttb^etir ; 
^ndy  hftving  received  a  nnall  sum  of  money  ^anft 
iome  ammunition  from  France,  formed  no  lii:^ 
lemptible  army  Withltf  the  wallsi  Oh  the  oilier 
iide,  Mofton  fortified  Letth,  and  die  it^t  joitf^ 
iedhtin  wftii  a  considerable  body  of  ihefif.  '^Iie 
queen's  party  was .  ndt  rtrong  enou^  fb  in^t<^ 
4hem  to  takie  the  field  agamst  the  regent  With 
the  prospect  of  success,  nor' wis  hit  iupeiioilty 
•0  great  is  tti  enable  him  to  undertake  the'^aiege' 
of  the  castle  or  of  the  town*  "  '     - 

A  short  tone  befofce  Edinburgh  f^'  hit»  the 
liinds  of  his  en^miei,  the  regent  h^d  snmraonetf 
#'pai1iaiiienttomfitftlnth«tplace.'  In  oiderte 
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.,|^jQ|(|4aptfcni  against  ^diejawfi&ieieof 
Moeeting't  the  membera  obeyed  the  procUma^ 
^on  at  .exacUy  as  pospible,  and  sissemUed  in  9 
ttmse  at  the  head  of  the  Canongate,  which* 
tioi^  without  the  walls,  lies  within  the  liberties 
tf  d^  city.  Kirkaldy  exerted  himsdf  to  the  uU 
iqpk^itQ  inteorvpt  their  meeting  4  but*  they  wcf» 
fasboiffily  guarded  that,  all  his  efforts  wem  vatnj 
^^^llibetJRlgdom^m  the  mean  time»  was  desolated^ 
1^  all^^  q^iseries  of  civil  war.  Fellow  citizensi 
^Ifi^nd^  )i9[B)thers»  took  different  sides,  and  ranged 
tljc^s^tvqf  4indec  the  standards  of  the  contending^^ 
i|l3tigfis.\  if^^  and  Queen* j-men  were  fiamef 

«f  .'^^l^f^inctio%  which  the  inhabitants  of  everyi 
^mJ^f'^  of  alincMt  every  town  and  village, 
^ittfi^  I<^9Utical  hatred  dissolved  in  a  great 
HKfifuiEp  aH  >tiie  ties  of  nature,  jind  extinguished 
^bsLirc^ppwA  gpodrwiU  and  confidence,  which. 
an  .tiie  aweelest  bonds  0f  society.  Religioutf 
Ixad/tiHy.  0uiigled  itself  with  these  political  di* 
atincUpQS^  and  contributed  not  a  littie  to  h^ghtea 
^od.  infiami^  thoiA*  .        -  •         • 

J^  oeaiiy  t^O;  year*  was  this.kind  of  predaa 
tOKf,  wspr  c^pcrted  on,  with  all  the  virulence  which 
id^gious  and  political  hatred  4^ttld  inspjre.  Nor 
118S  itio  1%^  %ld,  aiem,  and  during  the  heat  of 
ha|^  that  thia  isiplacabfe  rag^  appeared ;  both 
Mt|ei^  fQt^¥XB»  ^im^  hanged,  tbe  psiaoim  thqf 
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;%X)k*  df  "wUtCflar  rank  or  qiiaUty;  iM#Kntt  i 
^y,  and  without  a  trial !  At  last  ^.treaty  ^nv 
concluded  between  the  leaders  of  the  two  £k»^ 
tioxis;  but  Kirkaldy  and  several  ctbftra^  reftani 
to  be  comprehended  in  iL  Mortom  now  i'fyt> 
therefore  solicited  the  assistance  of  the  £qgfi#^ 
queen^  z&d  sir  William  Drury  was  tent  into.3cot« 
land  with  fift^n  hnndredfoot»  and  a  consiiksu 
i^ble  train  of  artHlery.  The  ca2(tie  of  Edinbntsli 
was  mm  besieged .  in  form>  and  after  a  deapecaettf 
^sistance  the  garrison  was  forced  to  capitulate.* 
Kirkaldy  and  his  brave  associates  smrendenedixir 
tbe  English  commander  u^son  promisesr^of  ix^ovr^ 
able  treatment ;  but  Elizabeth*  without  iggatrting 
the  promises  made  in  her  name^  gaw^.them  q^ 
to  the  regent,  by  whom  Kirkaldy  and  his  brdttae 
trere  hanged  a^  the  cross  of  Edi^buffi^  .  ,  : 
The  death  of  these  men  extinguished  thc^itN* 
mains  of  M^ocy's  party  in  Scotland*  .  JagO^  -a^ 
short  time  after,  having  arrived  at  the  yeuB^f 
maturity,  assumed  the  government  inta  his  owa 
hands,  and,  on  this  occasion,  ordered  the  town** 
coimcil  of  Edinburgh  to  send  one  hundred  of 
then*  choicest  young  citizens,  to  guard  his  persoa 
during,  the  sitting  of  the  parliament  at  Stirling. 
A  pariiament  was  aftcrwavds  appointed  to  be 
held  at  Edinburgh ;  and  on  the  17th  of  October 
iS79».Jame&  made  .his  pub^  eslnr.ioto.ttMK  <itf 
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ildth  gveat.  pomp.  The  citizens  received  Hio^ 
.with  the  louc^est  acclamations  of  joy,  and  wkh 
many  expensiTe  pageants,  according  to  the  ctts# 
torn  of  the  titanes.  About  two  years  after,  the 
mjA  of  Mortonv  fonnerly  regent^  &d  one  of  the 
busiest  actors  in  the  transactions  which  happen- 
ed* during  the  minority  of  the  king,  having  fallen- 
into  disgrace  at  court,  was  by  the  influence  olf 
las  enemies  brought  to  trial,  and  condemned  for 
his  supposed  concern  in  the  murder  of  Damley. 
This  veteran  statesman  suffered  death  with  th& 
ialtixpidkf  whiGh-  bipcame  'die  name  of  Douglas. 
.  The  spirit  o£  fimaticism  which  succeeded  the 
jnefonnation  not  having  yet  subsided,  violent 
cozmnotioas  continued  to  take  place  in  £din<* 
.burgh.  These-  disturbances  chiefly  took  their 
n^  from  the  application  of  the  maxim,  that  the 
church  is  totally  independent  of  the  state..  This 
exemption  from  civil  jurisdiction  was  a  privilege 
.which!  the  pc^sh  ecdesiastics,  admirable  judges 
of  wlMitever  contribpted*  to  increase  the  lustre  or 
power  of  their  body,  had  long  struggled  for,  and 
had  at  last  obtamed,  not  for  their  cbiirch  only, 
bi;^  for  her  officers  as  individuals.,  Their  reform- 
.ing  brethren,  however  much  they  differed  with 
thera  in.  other*  points,  heartily  concurred  with 
them  in. this.  James,  jealous  to  excess  of  hi» 
fKiero^atiiefe  w^s  sdaxped  at  the  daring  encioad^ 
'  '  '     C 
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teentf  of  tbb  efei^  $  «ii£l,  'to  p^evtsitlie  h^Mt 
of  such  a  dsmgeroiis  diafiii,  rciiohred  to  i>iuiidi-  MA 
Vily  one  of  the  itiMstin^^y  anil  tfie  1iead<6f  the  pai> 
TjTt  for  some  BetnaOus  doctraie  lie  nsid  Ufttrtd  hit  h. 
)Bennon  at  SUL  AsMrcwt^  mfx^t^UfWfyctf  'aviifid^ 
'^  his  rage  hj/  Ayihg  Into  'ffi^ftd ;  aiiS'tiie'pttlL 
i^its  resoundiid  with  comfit^hAs,  ^t'4K6  U^ 
had  ektinguishicd^  ^<^  light  of  *leMh%  ^ifiHte 
l^iiigdoiii,  aintf  deftai^redth^chttrth  dittteikHttit 
and  most  {aithfhl'gitafdliurof  its  Itbortles  atnd 
'disclpfihe^  '  '  -  •     . 

'  AtaparnaAMM'h«!dontiw9iM^M^'f58>^ 
^e  king,  resoling'  sBfT  nidre  tdr  >h^hte"tMr 
church,  procuivd  siich  hhrs  t^if  b«!  pM^Mtaid^ 
>d  totally  to  oterturn  !t«~<f6rii^tutiOfi'aiid4lN58. 
pfitie.  The  reftidng  to*^kntf#t«^  tlttjtffi^ 
'diction'  of  iH^  pfivy-conikeU-;  th^  t*^eteiidliig^«i 
iexemptiWfrotri  eheairiliofeify^df  <lie'dTl!  caai^ 
Were  declared  fi>  be  high  trMUiOti;  ^The)  litflAng 
is^bfies,  t^eth^  dvit  or  ectlMklftrtcA'Witiu 
out  the  king^s  pernAis8ion'ora)^imilleal|  t^ 
''  uet^rTiig:,  either  privalefy  ok*  '^iiblidy,'  in  ieffllont 
or  declani^tfdn'it,  idiftiM  and  sckndahltts  rep^Mft 
'against  the  king,  ins  ancettors  or  hiinisten^  winft 
pronounced  capital  crimes.  **  .,-« ;/.,;' 
"  When  these  latirs  ^km  piMSlltitd3it'mitr6» 
iif  Edinbiirgh,'  ac^ordffi'gtothe  ancient  custom, 
'Jkc.  K6bett  ^onti  iuuiister  dF  St -Ctrthbeit^^iifS 
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fMof  .|)l|f  iivA^  ^  'KMiQny  ^okfiiii]r,f!PoUit^ 
4(9Jnflt  tlvBf^b^cauie  they  .]ui|d|  been  |ia8aed  with* 
fNitt)ii^lf9ff#igeqrcon8f:^t^^^  AU 

^  nmilfrtlDf  £4»Win^  %ioak  th^  chargei, 
«M&.|^>|rtq.i^WMi^$  fD^.tlie,  moft  eminent 
<liiW»tft>ftiMPlji^t  Uic  kii^om  imitated 
^  9limB^  ,TJhe  jjflR»lft.>^wlfld  the  Iom  of 
9mm  ^fdwwfkrtlwy  ^f^eem^  j  iagad, ftiU  9?  coo. 
iMMilioii  At  im,p^^,«a  unei^ec^  openly  ex» 

Yonritey  and  besfl^  to  •otpect  the  king  hbttielf  to 
J^.-4i^,<ne9^h|o.jt|ie,,rd^f4  leUgkm,  But 
i|ivii9iy  #«^enin^  Qomplaio^  enjoined 

ail  miiu|tei%(i^aidar%,,^d  pi:Qfe«on  in  the  c^l* 
kwi^.m^O^Sfjf^  «Uf«  ,t9  AMhscribe  a  paper, 
littifr]^  l^^ipfuphati^  c^  thi^.lawa  coqcefiiT 
iog,:tllfti^l^c)i  eiiflv^tiod.ui,  ^theJaf^^  parliament 
JUmf-Qf^^mb  0rvf9VffA jot  comipted  hf  th^ 
;9«iit«iiykMBd  QM)ei)ce<ip;tl)#  JBu^idate';.  othei^ 
•mI^^  llruUpidqm»  and  th^.jjidicatoriet  of  tlK^ 
«liii|«k  jmM<a)|p9il.ep^^^ 
.  jRmeVfat^.flifinAe.  tim^,tluit,he.^w  tkoft 
•9df»y9iiiMi§  tp  .»\iMp^  ^^  tediti^m  spirit  of  the 
jKBlfBJtfip^fCTj .  .Htagytige .  dir^eptlrf  his  iittcntion  t» 
compose  the  personal  qiuirrels  and  family  fenda 
^fpqnCitl^gi  nfjb^A^  JM  long  distracted  the 
f9«ipil^*  'A%r  j^aany  jprepaiatory  negociatapoip 
<)fkiAvH^.Ar  ^«P^!H&i9Lb^^  io  a  royal  eiii«:^ 
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there  obtahied  their  prpailae  for  ev^  to  byry  their 
diasenttons  in  •obUvion,  From  thence  ^e  conducr- 
led  them  in  procesaion  through  tiie  streets  at 
]gdinbttrgh>e8ch  iumd  in  hand  witii  his  fiew-nuide 
friend.  A  ipolfetion  of  .wines  and^  sweetmeats 
was  pieparod  at  ^'e  pid>tic  crosSf,:  2m4  vthone  'thef 
4rsaBA^  to  tnch  ether  in  token  of  leqrproeylfoi^' 
j^veness  and  <jf  fuUire  ^endship.  The  popiilaf:^ 
"Wiho  woe  present  at  a  transaction  so  unusuft], 
concemd  tibe  niost  sanguine  hopes  of  seeing  con* 
«onl  andt^cnnqui^ty  established  in  eyery  part  of 
jthe^4angdomy  and  testified  .their  sads&iction  by 
idixd'and  repeated  acclamatipns.  >  . .  .  ^.. 

^  In  the  year  l580y  when  the  Ickigdom  wif' 
a)(unned  by  the  approach  of  tlie  Spanish  Armada^ 
the  people  entered  Into  a  bond  for- the  maint«i^' 
ance  of  tme  religion,  and  the  defence  oftheking^ja 
person.  This  bond  or  religious  cooSafmief^ 
which  is  known  in. history  by  the. name  of  th* 
Covenant^  was  renewed  at  diffident  times  during 
lihe  reign  of  James ;  and  the  town-council  -of 
Edinburgh^  on  this  occasion,  ordered  three  hun^ 
dyed  men  to  be.  raised  for  the  defence  of  the 

.  .jc^^y^   ■  .  ^    •  -• 

,  In  December  1591,  the  citizens  of  Bdii^biirgh 
had  the  merit  of  defeating  an  attempt  of  the  eari 
§^  Bothv^eirs  ^o  sQze  the  person  of  the  kjn^ 
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ftal^dtflem^  had  bee«  adoiMed  under  dbndl 
(Of  night  Into  tile  conrt  of  the  padace  of  Holyroodir 
house.  He  advanced  directiy  to  tiie  rsyal  apart-^ 
ment ;  hUt  happily,  before  he  entered,  the  alanH^ 
Wat  taken,  and  the  doon  shut.  While  he  at. 
ten^yted  to  force  open  some  of  them,  and  to  set 
ftre  to  O^ersi  th^  citizens  of  Edinburgh  hid  time 
to  rail  to  their  kna^f  and  he  escaped  witfi  the  ut^ 
Inobt'diflldulty,  owmg  his  safety  to  the  daitoiesi 
oif  the  night,  and  tiie  precipitancy  with  which  he 
lled^  BOthwell  retired  to  the  north';  and  the 
lonig  having  uHadviffediy  given  a- commission  to 
fte  e^  of  Runtiy  to  pursue  him  and  his  follovr^ 
crs  with  fire  and  svi^otd ;  he,  under  colour  of  exe« 
tu6ng  that  conunlssion,  gratified  his  private  re^ 
%enge,  by  tixe  murder  of  the  earl  of  Murray* 
The  asnissinatioft  of  a  young  nobleman  of  sucff 
proiidsing  virtues,  and  the  heir  of  the  regent 
]tf  urray,  the  datlmg  of  the  people,  excited  uni- 
tersal  indignation.  The  inhabitants  of  Edinburgb 
ibse  in  a  tumultuous  manner ;'  and  though  thtry 
were  restrained,  by  the  care  of  the  magistrates^ 
firom  any  act  of  violence,  they  threw  aside  all  re-- 
ipect  for  the  king  and  his  ministers,  and  openly  ni<« 
suited  and  threatened  both.  James  upon  this 
thought  it  prudent  to  withdraw  from  the  city* 
and  fixed  his  residence  for  some  time  at  Glas* 
g^w. 

C3 
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In  i5Sf9»ppe8bytaiaiv  4;inii;s;h^goyeiiiiiicnt  was 
iBstablishp^  in  Scotland  by  law ;  but  in  the  mean  ■. 
time  the  king  ^d  the  clergy  WQ^  filled  wi^rniu* . 
jtual  distnut  of  each  othei#    JCn  ii94.BothweUy 
whose  restless  spi^t.dv:^  sot  long^Uow  Ufa  t^be  t 
a^  peace>  apfk^fifod  suddenly  within  a  mHe  of . 
£dinhui^ji»  at  tlie  he^  ^f  foul*  hundred  hof«e^ 
Jame&  wa^  to^Uy  u^ipf^yv^ed  at  thia-tinte  for^hit . 
own  defence  hfing  4o:oBk|>aai^.QQlf  with  a  £ewi  • 
horsemen  of  lord  JEipine's  train.    In  tUs  «xtren^ 
ty  he  iipplored  the  aid.of  the  citizens  of  £din« 
b^];gh«     Anim^ed.  by  their  manisterSf  they  ran 
|:heer%Uy  to  ;»rm8»  .and  advanced  with  the  king  • 
^  their  head  against  Bothwdl ;  but  hey  nqtwith^ 
standing hissuccessinputtingtoflightk^Hoiaeft  . 
who  had  rashly  charged  \am  with  a  far  inferiop 
nuniber  of  cavalry^  retired  to  ADy}lkeith»  without-  > 
daring  to  att^k  the  king^  a^^d  his  foUowers*  dis*  - 
couraged  by  this  xetre^t,  |oon  after  abandoniBi)* . 
him. 

In  15969  Edinburgh  was  distracted  by  ^smoua. 
commotion^  occasioped  by  the  ditfeirenaes  between, 
the  cler^  and  the  Mps-  One  Black  a  minister 
had  been  banished  for  teaching  what  the  court<>. 
party  considered  as  aeditious  doptpne*:  The. 
clei^y  espou^  his  cause  as  the  conuiKm  cause'. 
of  the  order  j  and  the  citizens  pf  Edinburgh  dis^: 
f2n|;\:i5h£d  th^nsclves  in  support  of  their  n^icit- 
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tfien.  ^FaxaeMn  oi^cr  t6  pot  a  stop  to  this  insult 
on  tiite  g&vtxnmeatt  issued  a  fyrodamatioa,  cam-' 
maadiiig  t^f^ktf'iaaT  of  the  priBcipal  cftizens  to 
lesve  the^tovm  witiiin  six  Jmurs;  A  fictitious  let- 
ter fand'beeii  'Bent  to  the  ministers,  (by  same  per- 
son lite  wished^  to  widen' the  breach  between 
tittm  and '&e  -king) an^MD^king  3iem  that  oiie  of 
thepoj^iA  loi^  had  been  iulmltfed  to  an  inteit- 
vkw  wkh  €ie'-king9  and  had  been  the  author  of 
the  severe  prodkmatieii  againat  the  citizens  of 
Edinburgh.' '  The  :letter  came  to  their  hands,  jusi 
as  one  of  theirnitmber  was  -ginng  to  mount  thft 
pdpit.  Thefnaesolved  that  ibtr  should  acquaint 
tlie  people  of  their  ^danger.;  and  he  accordingly 
punted  it4n  all  the  -glowing  colours  which  meir 
aatnrallf  eotploy  in  describing  any  dreadfal  and 
instaat'^ahm^^  When  Hx  sermon  was  over, 
kfr  desired'the  i)cMes  and  gentl^en  to  assemble^ 
in.the  LHtle  Chnrcfu  The  iH^iole  multitude,  ter«( 
nfied  at  what  they  4iad  heard,  crowded  thither; 
lAeypyomiied  andTOwed  to  stand  by  the  church  ; 
they  drew  -ap  a  petition  to  the  king,  craving  the 
redress  «f  those  grievances^  of  which  the  clerg^' 
€oiii{riBiiied,  and  beseeching  him  to  remove  such 
ofhiscoucseHioraas  wete  known  to  be  enemies 
of  the  psaoitestant  it;ligion.  Two  peers,  two  gen- 
tlonen,  two  Imrgesses,'  and  two"  miiusters  were 
^ppdkited  to  present  it.    The  king  happened  ta 
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fte  ht  tfte  greit  Iialt  cf  the  Tolbdolfi^  wftnr  ^e 
court  of  sesflkm  was  then  titling.    The  numncriir 
which  the  petitidta  was  preaenied^  as  well  aa  to 
contents,  offeiided  hini.    He  ga^  a  hangfaty  re* 
ply;  the petitiDiMm  insisted  with  waratith;  imA 
ar  promiscuous  multitttde  pressing  into  theroonv 
James  tetired  ahruptly  into  another  apartmost^ 
andcomfnaaded  the  doors  to  he  shot  bchkid  him* 
The  deputies  returned  ta  the  miiltitBdey  wli9 
were  stiQ  assenMed^  and  to  whom  a  minister 
had  been  reading*  in  theia  absence  the  story  of 
Haman.    Wlien  they  reposted  that  the  king'  hadl 
refused  to  listen  to  their  petitioni^the  chlircbwav 
illed  in  a  moment  with  noise,  threatenings^  cxecra^ 
tionsy  and  all  the  outrage  and  confusion  of  a  po* 
]>uiar  tumult;    Some  called  for  their  anns>  some 
to  bring  out  the  wiclced  Hainan ;  .otherscried»  the 
•word  of  the  Lord  and  of  Gideon;  and,  rushing: 
•ut  with  the  most  furious  hnpetuosity,  sommnd-^ 
ed  the  Tcribooth,  tiueatening  the  king  himself 
and  demanding  some  of  his  coanselk»%  whom 
they  named»  that  they  might  tear  them  in  piecesi. 
The  magiatraCesofthecityy  partly  by  authorityyr 
l^artly  by  force^  endeavoured  to  queU  the  alarm- 
%ig  tumnlt ;   the  king  attempted  to  sooth  the 
malecontentsy  by  promising  to  tecewe  thdr  peti< 
tion  wtai  preiKnted  in  a  regular  manner;  the 
xaanistavsy  sensible  of  tiMir  own  saihaess  in  kiail« 
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as- 
Bog  mnA  a  llsmeCiJftt>itdedb6tih ;  aiid  iheragetil^ 
tlie  populace;  subsklhig'  as  suddenly  as  it  had 
ariseiiy  they  aM  dispersed^  and'tke  idng  returned 
to  the-palace.  .  ^        *        -' 

*  As -soon  as-h^vettred,  the  kiuiers  of  the  male^ 
C0Btent8*assenA>led  ki  order  to  prepaid  their  pe^. 
titbn  on.  -a  fregvihr  maimer.  The  pimii^mient  ci 
fte  pdfjish  ^nrds ;  the  removal  c^P^those  counsel* 
his  who  were  suspected  of  favt>aring^  their  per- 
sons t>r  opinioRS^  and  the  i:tpet1  of  all  the  late 
acts  of  jGouileil  subver^ve  xX  the  authority  of  the 
church)  \te«'  the  clnef  of  thdr  demaiids.  But 
the  kiog'j  indignation  was  stiH  so  lilgh,  that  the 
dq>utie6  chbsen  for  the  purpose  durst  not  ventnr^- 
thst  night  to  present  their  requests.  Before  next 
narningy  James,  ^ith  allliis  attendants,  withdrev^^. 
ts  biiflldigow  i  the  ses^oli  and  Other^ourts  of  ju^ 
tJMpp  we;^  jnec|uir«d  to  leave  a  city^  where  it  watf^ 
no  longer  consistent  dther  With  their  safety  xir^ 
digtiity  to  remain ;  and  the  ndblemen  and  baroiis 
were  commanded  to  return  to  thcfir  ovm  houses, 
and  not  to  reassenlble  irfthout  the  king's  permis* 
^on«  The  Vigour  w'ith  wl^ch  the  king  acteii 
stmck  a  damp  upon  the  spirits  of  Ms  adversaries. 
The  citizens,  sensible  how  much  Aey  vrould  suf- 
fer %y  his  absence,*  and  the  removal  of  the  courtg 
of  justice,  repented  ah^ady  of  theh-  conduct. 
%K  Jithustei9  aloae  seadved  to  maintain^ecotti* 
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ftom  diqpenlog}  they  InflAmed  the  pA^pk.bf 
iriolefitiiiv8cttfoft.:9gaiiittftIie  luiig).;thef  Jaboiuv*^ 
«d  to  pioc«ire'8ubk:Tiptidiis  to.  an.  asaocntioii  fof 
tbeir  mutui^jdtfcncei  and^xonicioua.wluit  luati^ 
^kc Jii«:^0ii  ofsOflhe :q£  the grttitan«f>b)ra;WoiM 
«dd  to  tbetr«siuftey>the  nitiittcra  fi£ijyii4»iMi^ 
imite  to  lord  flaaiiltoB  to  iaducphimttotecoin^ 
ibeir  leader.  Lord  UamUtoin^iiisteadiofcqift^plf^ 
ing  whh  Iheirdttue^icanied  the.  letter  4i9eipUjr  tOf 
^  lufigt  whom  this  aim  kiBirit  Inntatcd  >Of«ucl|i 
k  degkee^«hat  hcf^^torottaMli9dU^a««gkltaiM».^ 
Hifrttitip^^  kntantlyrto^enK  thariiiiiQ8tiq]]Mft>iria«ifi^ 
Ibst  iBcendiaikt-  and  ^ofionnigffra  of..rcb#l»n^ 
The  nu^strtitt6»  arordier  ^toitgafti.^e  kmg^s^ln^ 
(iroQr  ware  pxt^ng  t»  obey ;;  an^  tlhe  ounMlcii^ 
whAsaw  MiiHhaK:h|Pf»eL|if.iaft!tyr^cdil^^ 
jBngbnd. '  •■■,.•■;•••  .  ..   :     d^-,,,  ,-..,•.'•..     -. 

credit  and  strength  6om  the  ^^kbt  aaid  a^aj^q^ 
aheidtie«pf.*pf:£(dmbu|gl)»  JsMi^s  ftre^faia.waa 
loihusiUailhffn*    ThQUgt^jUMe  svbr 

aiittcd  t0'1iil8  m  the  mptt.  a^^  texniyi;  thp^gh 
they  tindkat^  O^fm^^  .^sid  t)ietr,  6elV>Wy.  ^Ir 
yena  fifow  th^  ii^^  d^^Iljt  intension  of  yiolatfAg 
thexoyalpcraqnoiTijIfitl^^y.jjaeil^  9^hn«w<» 
)edgiiientBYmin^rce96ion$  wein^ofthe  te^ctavai^ 
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aiiafaltfrlb^  ftuWted  itypiiwlhi|«B>«i-a  eoipe^ 
raid€mi*naA  Vd be iiflMe  to  all th^penahietof trea» 
«oo^  Tlie  <:apltar  of  the'kaigdiinH  deprived  of 
fU  QiagMtrates,  deemed  by  ila  miniatcnf  abaik 
^htaett  by  the  oourte  of  justice^  and  papoecribodtiir 
air  tdn^t'ftnnimidi  in  desobtioiit  and  49fp9k* 
?tlie^dMhr6eif«ievcit  tiitvatenedto  nase  the  «jty  ta 
ahe^^feudatJoDf/aiid  to  afeelnarfplilaf  whdre  it 
«tood^>a8^  aJi'everiastinf^  mbaument  of  the  kini^s 
»tng^ance,  aadof  Hie  tnaMoatat  ite  wJiahitaRl^ 
^  haitf  in  coaApUance  wilii  tiie  aritkcs  .of  BUaor 
%ecfa;'ailM^liitct|»68edl»tlMrirfmfciir»i^  inoned 
1)f  the  loltettatfomr  of  hir  nobleti  Jamea  abfoIiE^ 
^"-cicbenft  from-afae  penaltiea  of-tfae  law,  but  at 
tit&ottii^  timete^strippcd  tiieaft  4if.their  most^ 
^tttanf^piivileges  ;  they 'Wese  neither  ^^wedt» 
<daitf^tiiefiN^wo[Ma^l^^  mU- 

stcTB;  many  new  bttrdens  were  fanposeddntheiili; 
Ittd^  gi%at  MMi'^f  iiuMi^^  by  way  of 

*a  peaccM^fferfifg;  '  ■  ■  '   '  .    .' .  --^ 

^Onrth^SfuidaT' previous  to  the  departure  of 
Jkfhea- to^tilD^'^dnei&kHi  oi^  the  £iig^Iifilh1iir&n6b 
fdf'l«0^,h«ftepaired'' to  the  cbinxsh  of  St;Ofles  ia 
ZiIinbuT^gh  to  take  a  fortn^Ieavef  6f  his-ndfthera 
aubjetts.' •  Alter  the  scnrldd  was  ov^,  the  king 
ttlie  dpy  and;  addressing  huhself  to  the  people; 
teaOt  fliiny  professions  of  unaltcnble  mgajd 
tttiraiHis  thelnr;  pitMiii«ed"fi:^«Kiil)f  tOtiiit  Scot* 
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bud  V  W  assured  them,  that  his  Sc9t|isk  sub* 
jccts,  notwithstanding  his  absence,,  should  feel 
that  he  was  .their  native  jprince,  no  leas  than 
when  he  resided  among  them.  His  words,  wero 
often  interrupted  by  the  tears  of  the.  whole  aur 
dience,  who,  though  they  eamlted  at  the  king^s 
prosperity,  were  melted  into  tenderness  by.theae 
declarations.  .     ,         ,    . 

In  l609r  tl>e  diiferencea  between  the  king,  and 
the  citiz^s  of  Edinburgh  seem  to  have  been  en-r- 
tirely  buried  m  oblivion^  as  in  that  year  he  coxw 
ferrecl  a^  mark  of  his  favour  on  the  town»  by  air 
lowing  the  provost  to  have  a  aword  o$  statft  cap- 
ried  before  him,  and  the  ma^jistxates  t»  wear 
gowns  on  public  occasions.  In  1618,  James  paid 
^his  last  visit  to  the  city,  on  which  occasiop  he 
was  received  by  the  magistrates  with,  the  greatest 
pom^  ^nd  magnificenqe*  ,  ,      ... 

A  perfect  Harmony  seems  to  have  subsisted 
between  the  court  and  the  city  of  Edinburgh  in 
the  beginning  of  the  reign  of  Charles  I;  fgr  in 
16«7  that  prince  presented  the  city  with  a  new 
sword  and  gown,^  to  be  worn  by  the  provost  at 
the  limes  apppinted.  by  hu.  father  James  VI..  la 
the,  foUoyk'ing  year  Charles  paid  a  visit  to  this 
'metropolis,  and  was  received  by.  the*  citizens 
with  every  dempastEation  of  loyalty  andTespect. 
But  this  good  understanding  did  not  long  conti^ 
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«tt6.  The  ^ialilMliment  of  episcopacy  in  Scot^ 
land  Was  a  £aivburite  object  with  Charles,  in  th^ 
proeectttion  of  which  began  those  troubles  which 
so  kxig' desolated  the  country,  and  at  Ust  ended 
in  tiie  death  of  that  Unfortunate  monarch.  Bdin* 
biargfa  was  at  thid  time  appointed  thfc  episcopal 
seat  <rf  a  diocese,  in  which  the  three  Lothians  and 
part  of  Berwickshite  Were  included ;  the  church 
<tf  St.  Giles  in  Edinburgh  was  also  appointed  the 
cathedral,  and  a  liturgy  having  been  prepared, 
was  appointed  to  be  read  there  on  the  23d  of  Ju- 
ly-1687.  On  that  occasion  a  condderable  tu- 
mult hft^peiil^d  in  the  cathedral*  the  officiating 
priest  -Wa^  in* emipted  in  the  service ;  and  Dr. 
Lindsay,  bishdp  of  Edinbtiirgh,  was  exposed  to 
the  atmost  danger*  of  loang  his  lift. 

'Ffesbyterianism  wis  now  so  deeply  rooted  in 
Scotland,  that  all  the  attempts  of  its  enemies  to 
supplant  it  failed  of,  success.  The  inhabitants  of 
the  country,  alaiimed  at  these  innovations,  crpwd- 
cd  to  EdinbiA-gh,  to  Concert  measures  for  the 
common  defencis  of  their  rights.  The  privy- 
council,  in  order  to  stop  the  progress  of  these 
assbciations^  thought  proper  to  publish  two  acts, 
by  one  of  which  the  people  were  commanded, 
under  a  severe  penalty,  to  leave  the  town  irf 
twenty-four  hours,  and  by  the  other,  the  court 
of  session  was  removed  to  Linlithgow.    Jhh  last 
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act  8o  mvch  eiinrgkl  the  fK^ulacey^t  lord  Trat 
quair  and  some  of  the  bishops  \f&e  asflftulted^ 
and  narrowly  escaped  with  'then-  lives* 

The  combinations  among  the  people  wer^ 
however^  still  carried  on ;  the  solemn  leag^i^aod 
covenant  made  in  king  James's  time  agaiofl^po^ 
pery  was  renewed,  and  many  new  articfes  sidded  | 
each  of  the  towns^  in  Scotland  had  a.etfpy  |  wu^ 
that  which  belonged  to  Edinburgh,  the  oiiglifidl 
of  which  is  still  preserved  in  the  afrehives  of  tke 
city,  IS  loaded  with  no  fewer  than  five  tkousaM 
subscnptioRS. 

Notwithstanding  these  differences  between  tho 
ling  and  his  subjects  on  the  score  of  religion^ 
Charles,  when  he  visited  Edinburgh  in  164l|  wH 
•umptuoiisly  entertained  by  the  ml^^trates  ,cff 
the  city.  This  entertainment  eoSt  the  toWir  Ihe 
Ikim  of  l2,6ooK  Scottish  money,  or  abdtit  d4SL 
Sterling* 

The  transactions  in  whksh  the  cky  of  Edinbur^' 
was  engaged  during  the  remainder  of  the  reigi» 
of  Charles  I.  the  Commonwealth^  or  the  reigit  of 
Charles  II,  are  not  such  as  to  meiit  partknfar 
notice.  In  1680  the  duke  of  York  with,  his 
duchess,  the  princess  Anne,  and  thle  whole,  court 
of  Scotland,  were  entertained  in  the  Parliament 
house  by  the  magistrates,  at  the  expeAce  of  nearly 

lB^)0O\$coU.   At  thiv  time>  it  is  «ald>  thf  pl^ 
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ibr  V«^l^g  a  MAge  itCtoH  the  l^orth  Loch  wa§ 
fifit  j^Fojeeted  by  the  dukepf  Ifork. 

Duriag  the  time  of  the  eivH  war  in  1645,  the 
oitf  mi^  agM  desdated  by  the  pla^e,  which  ii 
tile  last  •Um^y  fortunately^  that  this  dreadful  dis* 
Ipnpcr  has  made  its  appearance  in  this  country. 
^Phe  ttiDrtality  «t  this  time  was  such,  that  the 
«ity  was  ifMoet  depopulated ;  the  alarm  was  so 
graaty'tliat  the  prisoners  confined  for  debt  were 
dSsefeaigedi  and  Br*  John  Politius,  a  foreign 
^m^mCf  Kceived  a  salary  of  80l.  Scots  ^r  months 
for  ^ifiitiiig^ose  who  were  mfected  with  the 
dSMoajS.   . 

ne  liarbarotts  xkA  unfeeling  treatment  which 
tiie  gdil^At  marquis  of  Montrose  met  with  aftef 
he  was  taken  prisoner,  fixes  an  indelible  stain  on 
te  Aa^strates  imd  clergy  of  Edinburgh  at  that 
tiiStf.  He  was  m^  without  the  city  by  the  ma« 
giatfii|p»  and  towii-giHH^,  and  by  them  conducted 
ia  a  idad  of  gloomy  provision  through  the 
stceets,  1>*^-headed,  in  aik  elevated  cart  made 
Sat  the  purpose  $  the  odier  prisoners,  walking 
two  and  two  before  him.  At  the  place  of  his 
mSKVLtimk  he  was  attended  by  one  of  the  city 
qnioSstem^  who,  according  to  his  own  account, 
did  BOt  4^0086  to  return  **  iiil  he  had  se^  him 
c^tM  o^r  the  ladder!'* 
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,  ta  the -year  1986,  a  ^i^uitb^ce^  lia^t>etted^ 
Sdinbargh)  oh  account  of  the  public  attenclancQ 
Upon  mass  by  the  chief  officers  of  State.  The 
populace  insulted  the<^hjAce)lor'^  lady  and  other 
persons  of  distinction^  i^hen  retumiiig  from  thek* 
chapel.  .  A  Journeyman  b^ker  being  cwierWby 
the  privy-couElgil.tQ  be  Whipped  ihroUgh  %he  Ca- 
nongate  for  being  concerned  in  the  riotV  the  inob 
rescued  him  ^m  the . punishment,  and  beat  the 
executioner.  The  king's  foQt-^nar48  jind  the  mi-% 
litary  in  the  pastle  were  brought-to  asast  the 
common  guard  of  the  toyrain  qudling  thk  dis-i 
turfcance.  They  fired  among  the  rioters,  ami 
two  m^  and  a>  wonian  were  killed;  Sever&Is 
were  also  seizpd,  and  nex^  day  vphipped  fo»  the 
offence. 

.  Upon  the  accession  of  William  a  serious  com^ 
motion  was  excited  in  £4inburgh.  -^O  sooner 
was  it  known  that  he  was  landed  in  EnghUkd, 
than  the  presbyteri^ns  and  other  fnebds  ta  the 
revolution  crowded  to  £4inbui^h  frpm  all  quar-^. 
ters ;  and  the  adherents  of  James  havin|^  retired 
from  the  city,  th^  government  fell  entirely  into 
the  hands  of  the  revolutioners.  A  tumuk  toak 
place  on  this  occasion ;  the  drums  beat  to  arms ; 
^n4  tl>e  rioters  proceeded  to  4emoli8h  the  chapeU 
royal  of  Holyroodhouse.  They  wer?  ojgpqsed  by, 
3  party  of  about  pne  hundred  men,  whp  yrcrs 
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iMJuMlcd  3i  Oie  AUiey^  and  who  adhered  to  the 
IQtf^rBrtftQf  Japdes.  Tbe  mob  pressing  fon^ard, 
were  fired  upon  by  this  party.  Aboiit  twdv^ 
3»eie)^M»  ^  4  coBttderable  omabcr  wound- 
ed.  'fhjtswarrn.  and  uiie^f^ected  recefKtiiwB  made 
f^^fg^  oiBtantl^  i«t9Qat|  hut  they  poon  neturaed 
jpIA  a  vfo^f^nt  fnnn  foe^  of  ^  lords  of  the 
l^ajvy^cciipipil-  Thfif  were  wyw  hmd^  by  the 
IHPfisrtrates,  lowrn^iianly  trained  bands*  and  he? 
I«ild9  at  arms.  Wall^ce^  th^  captain  of  the  party* 
3fKa:^f;«(2iiired  to  surrender  J  and  upon  his  refusal 
another  skii^ifh  ^nsue^^  }a  which  James's  party 
m^  dfif?ated«  spme  wqge  killiedy  and  the  rest 
wsK  |na4e  |inson^rs*  The  pc^ulace  then  pro- 
ceeded tq  demolish  the  royal  chapely  which  they 
deipoiled  of  its  (umanientSy  and  many  of  the 
hpuse^  of  the  Riman  catholics  wore  plundered* 
T}^#ad  ^  Sertfa's  celiac  did  not  escape  their 
^V7  ;  ax4  the  wn^  th^  .found  there  served  the 
mpfe  ^  fofla^  t^ir  ze/il  ag^nst  pqiiery. 

•Thp  n^agjstva^s  of  the  <dty»  aceonjmodating 
^em%&W^  to  ti|e  tinies^  halted  to  pay  their  re- 
^pec;ts  t^  the  prince  of  Oi^ge ;  and  those  men 
yfl^  had  ^9  )i9^j  de^la^  to  /ainies  ^  that  they 
y»o^  atai^  ^y  his  sacred  p^on  on  «H  occa-^ 
««»&%"  f^p4>wl^  *^  Dr*ypd  th^  cf^ntinuance  of  his 
ptfiftcely  gppdBf^a  l^nd  c^fie/ '  vj^et^  now  the  first 
%afi^g ^eir  apr%:i^s to  W8taw> "  complaiB-* 
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ing  of  the  hellish  attempts  ^fRoAish  incendiarier^ 
and  of  the  just  grievances  to  all  men,  relating  to 
conscience,  liberty,  and  property." 

A  company  for  trading  to  Africa  and  the  In- 
dies was  established  in  Scotland,  and  favoured 
with  an  act  of  parliament,  in  1695.  The  com^ 
pany  lieing  thus  formed,  400,000l.  Sterling  were 
subscribed  by  gentlemen,  natives  of  Scotlandi 
Six  ships  of  considerable  size  and  force,  ladea 
with  various  commodities,  sailed  from  the  Frith 
of  Forth  in  1696.  News  of  their  arrival  and  set- 
tlement on  the  iothmus  of  Darien  were  received 
at  Edinburgh  on  the  85th  of  March  1699,  and 
this  event  was  celebrated  by  the  most  extravagant 
rejoicing*  But  the  English  were  jealous  that  thisi 
company  would  rival  their  trade,  and  fting  Wil- 
liam used  all  his  influence  to  crush  it  both  at 
home  and  abroad.  In  consequence  of  this  the 
Dutch  and.  Spaniards,  undo-  the  patronage  of 
the  English  themselves,  soon  suppressed  the 
Scottish  colony.  >  Many  families  were  ruined  by 
this  event,  and  the  nation  in  general  were  excited 
to  a  ferment,  wliiiih  had  almost  terminated  in  very 
dangerous  consequences.  Soon  after  this,  a  ship 
belonging  to  the  Scottish  African  company  wa^ 
seizftd  in  the  Thames.  Solicitatibns  to  the  Eng-r 
lishfor  restitution  were  disregarded;  but  the 
g^pjti.^  jgpyemmenfc  faiqwe4-th^  ccmpony-t^ 
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leize,  by  way  o^  reprisal,*  a  vessel  belonging  to 
4e  Eatst  India  Company,  which  had  put  into  the 
Frith  of  Forth,  Accidental  circumstances  led  tq 
the  discovery  of  a  piracy  and  murder  committed 
by  this  vessel  on  the  master  and  crew  of  a  Scot- 
tish veJSiel  in  the  East  Indies.  Several  persons 
wtre  tried  and  condemned  for  the  crime  on  the 
ieth  of  March  1705.  But  the  evidence  being  by 
many  tiiouglit  inconclusive,  intercessions  for 
royal  clemency  were  made  in  their  behalf.  The 
populace,  on  the  day  appointed  for  the  execution, 
to  prevent  the  intefest  of  courtiers  from  swaying 
over  justice,  assembled  rourfd  the  prison,  and  in 
the  Pariiament  Square,  where  the  magistrates 
and  the  Scottish  privy-council  siat  deliberating 
wh'ethet  or  not  the  sentence  shtfuld  be  executed. 
The  magistrates,  on  being  informed  of  this,  assur- 
ed them,  that  three  of  the  criminals  were  ordered 
tor  instant  execution.  The  lord  Chancellor,  pas- 
sing from  the  privy-council  in  his  coach,  some 
one  called  out,  "  that  ^he  magistrates  had  cheat- 
ed them,  and  reprieved  the  criminals."  The  fury 
of  th^  crowd  assembled  was  roused  by  this  as- 
sertion, the  Chancellor's  coach  was  stopped  at 
the  Tron  church,  and  himself  dragged  out  of  it  j 
but  he  was  rescued  from  this  perilous  situation  by 
some  friends.  The  criminals  were  immediately 
ppcecot^  to^ppease  the  enraged  muWtuder        * 
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The  unipn  of  the  kingdoms  in  17Q7  QCC^afliQli^ 
sever^  disturbances  in  £dinbux{fli*  Inuring  the 
tifne  the  act  was  passing  1^  th^  Scgtttish  f^U^ 
fnenty  it  was  £oi|nd  necess^,  $o  unpopuj^i?  wa^ 
thp  measure  at  the  timej  th^t,  besides  the  vsffubv 
pxsifih  foW  i¥gimeotsx)f  foot  82}0}>)d  b?  ^tilH 
flupedy  tp  pre^^e  ihe  peace  pf  tb$  city.  Qi| 
tJhjs  Qccgsion,  tb.e  di^urbance#  wen?  Aot  g  Uttl^ 
heig1|tened  by  the  disagreement  of  tiie  two  ciep)» 
t>ers  of  parliament  fen-  the  city  >  and^^  l^twith- 
adding  the  victory  gained  Hit  that  time  by  the 
ipourt-pirty,  w:  P»Wpk  Jpb»5tpp  Ae  provo^t^ 
yrho  voted  |pr  thp  vmiofii^  w^a  aftcrw^^  obllj^ 
|o  le^ve  the  coki^n^. 

Duriijg  the  rebelliop  in  the  year  l7lSf  the  «it|r 
of  Edinburgh  re^pvained  faithful  to  the  cafise  a£ 
the  hpuse  of  Ifenoycr,  and  proper  meas(U)»  wore 
taken  by  the  imgi^ti^ite^ for ^d^feoce^  A.q9i|t» 
inittee  of  a^fetf  \m  appointpd*  tte  city  ^9af4 
ipcr^asedx  Apd  fo  vr  huirired  jnen  ivfre  r^d  ^ 
theeq^PisepfthetQisciir  Thefortigf^^tjo^ivtrece 
xepairedr  tnen^abei  w£ip  dMgr  wui  ti^e  sUiiee  «f 
the  North  I#qcJi  wjiu^  shut  tP  i^ise  the  water^ 
Provisions  wei:e  alsp  1^  io>  and  the  ti;aiaedv 
Vapdj?  were  ca]te4  out*  <»e  hupdre»4  qf  yjuoni 
mounted  guard  on  the  walls  pvery  nighlu  The«p 
preca^i^ons  prevented  the  rebels  &om  attemptioj^ 
|h€  citj.    Jh^t  hpwevf^,  uodfa:  tHri{B9»4iqr  M?;;? 
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ftarmg^^aitf  attack  from  the  dnke  of  Arg)'le,  who 
tsras  on  his- march 'from  StirBng  to  meet  thcm^ 
they*' retreated  during  the  night.  Their  attempt 
i^>ofl"'the  castle  of  Edinburgh'  fikewfse  foiled. 
The  ri^bel^  had  induced  a  serjfearit  of  the  garrison 
'ta  placer*  tltei^  scaling  ladders,  aftd  some  of  them 
hlwl  eVeit'^t  up  to  the  top  of  the  walls  before 
ahf  alarm  was  given;  but  the  plot  being  disco- 
vered by- the  ^eijeant^s  wife,  her  husband  was 
hanged  over  the  place  Where  he  had  attempted 
ib  iJ^dduce  the' enemy:  The  expence'of  thfe 
]^ieparatk>n8  t6  defend  the  capital  at  this  time, 
amounted  to  about  HOOl.  which  ^as  repaid  by 
government  in  the  yiJarlTii. 
.  The'lpfsiltf  of  Edinburgh  was  'stH!  farther  dls- 
tlngui^&ed  in  the  yeat>  irss:  At  this  j^eribd^ 
when  iiistai^ancetf  wttre  excite  in  almost  every 
piart  erf  the  kingdom,  particularly  in  the  city  of 
6Ia8goW,  concemlrig  the  excise-bill,  all  remain- 
ed 44iet  in.£(&nburgh  5  and  so  remarkable  was 
the  ts^aiiquiility  In  the  m^ropolis,  that  the  ma*- 
gistrates  afterwards  received  th^  thanks  of  the 
government  for  their  bdiavionr  oh  this  occasion^ 
In  the  year  17S6,  an  occurrence  happened  in 
Edinburgh,' which  perhaps  cannot  be  paralleled 
in  the  hi«toty  of  any  other  city.  This  was  the 
«l^e^utiofi^by  '^  {>opuk^  pi  oHe  Porteeus/  f 
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lOpMia  fl£  the  dtf-fu^tid,  Vfi'^i^s^tmU 
action  had  its  pdgiii  in  Hme  kjlUk^^mz  tk^nmt 
•tanc^:  TwQ  smugg^  of  t^e i^simes  qf  Wihv»l 
and  Robeitaoii  had  twen  deleted  iq  9t^ng  tfidv 
own  foods  Qiit  of  tfa«  pi|8t9nv^09^«  9n#it)r  tiiia 
rere  condemned  t9  ha  j^4|]^,  Tl»(pmiyfW^ 
)0oMvpii0B.i|8  tmia),  ^d  ag9pei|AmriM'!in»tf 
xaijed  dmfi^  %  fWB^  ^14^  wafi  mwA 
heightened  )>y  au  sf^d^  wl^cti  )NH«)(sfl«a«  H- 
l^ad  hei^  c»stimai?i  ^  ^  tiiDe,  #r  yetvttt 
^opdeomed  to  di^  tio  be  canri^  «%cl|  9vnd«f  la 
(he  ^bu)xb»  4»]ied  from  ^hat  ctm^UfPi^MKie  tte 
rW^ba^A  CArnrA.  The  fwo  prifoffm  juH  H^cOt 
^pned  wene^cooduc^  in  t^ie  ihii^  vratFi  gutniU 
cd  by  three  soldieps,  \o  pfo^ffit  tibm  ireeOfc 
m^lHiiigf  their  fim?^i  bmt  1^?iQf  fvu^  ga£  thi* 
tb^  a  little  b|^  Ae  cwQgr^Klliqn  «eti  19^^ 
ipn  a^i{^  (^  pf  the  gpfid^  in  eM2h  haad,  aisd' 
^  other  in  his  tcjBtib  99l^lS  0J|$  l»  hia  aaiii|MN 
iiion  0  run«  whii^i  h^did»  wi  efeolaifaiteii^aikef 
Th^  person  w|i9  h|i4  tbtt3  f9Ved  the  Kle  of  hia 
SlQ£P|iaifiQO  urithpul  piaigfRdlp  U»  PWVf  b0  ^dooMr 
]^e«ame^  f4!Je$^  pf I^SMnri  0Qi«iNMiiaD«  Whe^ 
Y^iiaqR  w^^^fi;^^  ted  to  Ibe  plaee  laf  flxeeii^ 
}^^f  thp  «uai4  i»ttaiding  wctp  ?«wwply  pdirt 
^  the  lyvpb  I  %pd  flpPV  irf  tiNWi,  AoeaidSlig  to  t^ 
l^^im^y  of  th^  ^nesiM  nrho  wfte  sworo  ob 
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tw  8<y  mudi  ^>H^t^  tiutt  he  gave  otdtn  to  th^ 
ldl^(»»  tb  feiM4HMi<tfie  pt)t^t^e^  by  which  sde 
^]pfe  Were  Ri^ed,-  aiid  (Aei^  wcAuided.  Th« 
etkiaiiee^  howevd^  eted  of  tft^  £stot  that  the  or« 
^  f d  1^  iHs  gH^3  a^l^ealrs  iidt  txy  haVe  beed 
dftanblfter  Hii£bBei4]JtSoniii^^ ;  b«ttdti  this  cfidettce, 
ifB^etHstm^  &ciiirM  tHad»  flrrd  cbhdettmed  to  bi( 
Qiiebdttt^  Atthtitthhie  the  king  Was  abeeiit  at 
Batta#^9  haTlnQg  fti!t  tift  tegeiicy  iA  th^  haiids  of 
M  ^b^^ttr  1^  ^ase  di  iike  anfbHUnaie  For. 
mtS^  Min^iig  Bedii  teplMeiited  to  her  ittajesty, 
ihe  ilTts  plHtM  lb  gniiit  hhh  a  iepiAeft;  hut 
ntcft  #i^  3ib  i^dCdracy  of  the  jt^etyple  against 
lan»  thit  th^  tic^tarMiiied  iKit  to  dtow  him  td 
l^rofit  bt  tte  tofiat  ctekJiehbr/  <i)h  th«  night  b<s- 
fcRY^the  day  tfiiit  had  h^h  ippbittted  t6t  his  tee« 
dattob^  &freible»  i  irattAier  df  p»spXe  qtiletly  as^ 
gtaibledt  sfittl  ttie  gate^i  of  the  tit^,  ^zed  the 
gtaM  and  pcAtt^  itiAf  t>rt)cieedbd  to  btirst  the 
i6ote  6f  iht  ptkoit.  Hiii  aecofn);>li^h^,  they 
^Dft^olit  Pbitebu^^y  #itotn  It  Was  found  impossi* 
JSk  to  rescue  tntt  of  their  loiidtf  though  every 
ftetkAf  tiiat  the  Magisitktes  tdM  take  for  that 
fiQifp68ei  in  such  a  confasioh,  hkd  been  used.  It 
im  e^fftn  phWed  diat  the  ntember  c^  parliament 
#ent  to  the  comnumdei*  in  chief,  kUd  reiquested 
tftti  he  Vroitid  $end  a  pttty  of  doldicrs  to  qudl 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


4« 

t)ie  disturbance;  but  was  absolutely  dtfnkd  thk 
request,  because  he  could  not  produce  a  writteQ 
order  from  the  provost  to  that  effect,  which,  in 
the  confusion  then  existing  in  the  city,  could  Jiot 
have  been  expected  to  be  given*  Thus  the  un- 
liappy  victim  was  left  in  the  hands  of  his  execu- 
tioners ;  and,  being  dragged  by  them  to  the  place 
destined  for  receiving  his  fate,  was  hanged  on  a 
dyer's  sign  post,  near  the  bottom.of  the  lane  cal-. 
led  West-bow.  As  they  had  not  brought  a  rope 
along  with  them,  they  broke  open  a  shop  where 
they  knew  they  were  to  be  had ;  and,  having  ta*f 
ten  what  they  wanted,  left  the  money  for  it  upon 
the  table.  The  whole  persons  concerned  retired, 
without  committing  any  other  disorder,  about 
one  of  the  morning  of  the  day  that  Porteous- 
should  have  been  by  sentence  hanged.    • 

Such  an  attrocious  insult  on  goveroan^at  a» 
this  could  not  fail  to  be  highly  resented.  A- 
royal  proclamation  was  accordingly  issued,  offer- 
ing a  pardon  to  any  accomplice,  and  a  reward  o£^ 
200l.  to  any  person  who  would  discover  one  of. 
those  concerned  in  the  riot* ,  The  proclamation 
was  likewise  ordered  to  be,  read  from  every  pul- 
pit in  Scotland,  the  first  Sunday  of  every. 
.  month,  for  one  year ;  but  so  divided  were  the* 
people  in  their  opinions  about  this  affair,  thatr 
many  of  the  clergy  hesitated  exceedingly  abfuit,. 
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\  'toraplying  with  the -royal  mandate. .  Those  wh&. 
refdsed  to  do  so  were  in  danger  of  being  turhetf 
out  of  their  livings ;  while  those  who  complied 
became  so  unpopular,  that  their  situation  was 
rendered  still  worse  than  the  others. 

All  the  efforts  of  government,  however,  were 
insufficient  to  produce  any  detection  of  the  au- 
thon  of  this  outrage ;  and  no  discovery  was  ever 
made !  It  had  been  concerted  with  a  secrecy,  and 
carried  on  with  a  prudence,  not  common  in  po-* 
pular  commotions.  Disappointed  in  their  endea- 
Yoare  to  discover  the  perpetrators,  the  court  de- 
teirtined  to  punish  the  magistrates,  and  the  city' 
at  krge.*  Alexander  Wilson^  who  was  provost 
at  the  time,  was  committed  to  prison,  and  confin- 
ed three  weeks  before  he  could  be  admitted  to 
bail ;  after  which,  he  and  the  four  bailies,  with 
the  lords  of  Justiciary,  wei;e  ordered  to  attend' 
the  House  of  Peers  at  London.  On  their  arrival 
there  a  debate  ensued,  whether  the  Igrds  should 
attend  in  their  robes  or  not  ?  but  at  last  it  waa 
a^;reed  that  they  should  attend  in  their  robes  at 
the  tar.  This,  however,  was  refused  by  their 
lordships,  who  insisted  that  they  should  be  exa^. 
mined  within  the  bar ;  upon  which  the  affair  of 
their  examination  was  dropped  altogether. 

A  bill  at  last  passed,  both  houses,  by  which  it 
was  enacted,  that  the  city  of  Edinburgh  should 
E 
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1)6  fined  in  tli^  sum  of  SfOOOl.  fbt  the  ^ntHk  ct 
Porteoas's  widow  (thcAigh  fihe  ^2L8  j>re^ailed.tt|i-^ 
(jn  t0  accept  of  1500L  for  the  ii^hole) ;  and  the 
I^toVoit  was  detUred  incaj^able  af  ever  senrin^^ 
government  iii.ahy  capacity  whatever.  To  pre* 
vent  snch  catastrophes  in  fiiture»  the  town-coun- 
cil also  einacted^  that«  on  the  first  appearance  of 
an  insmrettionf  the  chief  officers  in  the  diBfesent 
societies  and  incorporations  should  repair  to  the 
council^  to  receive  thie  orders  of  the  magistz^ites 
for  the  quelling  of  the  tumult,  under  the  penal-^ 
ty  of  lOOL  Scob  for  each  otnission. 

In  the  year  1745»  Upon  the  landiUtg  of  prsice 
Charlesy  the  Pretender's  eldest  son,  in  the  north- 
west  parts  df  Scotland,  the  city  of  Edinbuigh 
was  much  alarmed.  On  this  occasion,  the  town- 
council,  sincerely  attached  to  the  govenunqiit, 
used  an  their  efforts  to  put  the  capital  in  the  best 
possible  state  of  defence.  The  city  waits  were 
repaired,  a  trench  dug  frodk  the  northern  side  of 
the  castle  to  the  North  JLoch,  the  town^s  com- 
pany of  guards  Pigmented,  and  arms  e^ven;out 
to  the  inhabitants  of  Ldth.  Tot  the  better  de- 
lience  of  the  city,  a  regimcfnt  was  also  raised  of 
one  thousand  men ;  and  subscriptions  were  open* 
ed  for  volunteers,  in  the  lists  of  which  man^  of 
the  chi^  citizens  inroUed  themselves.    Thear 
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mrerf  supplied  with  arms  from  the  cSlstle  of  Edia« 


On  the  1 3th  of  September^  news  were  rccet?ed 
th&t  the  Pretender's  army  had  ctxMsed  the  Forth 
abo^  Stirling)  and  was  advancing  into  the  Souths 
eri  parts  gf  the  kingdom.  The  tr^med-bands  of 
the  city'  were  immediately  called  out,  and  oxder?* 
1^  to  mount  guard  in  the  Parlia^nt  house  ;  the 
v#hm:|eers,  consisting  of  six  comp^ieSi  in  the  £x« 

'  ciequer  chambers;  and  the  Edinburgh  regimen^ 
ill  the  Justiciary  hall.  Besides  the^e^  there  were 
£nee  volunteer  eompanies  of  di^penters  from  the 
established  church,  the  town's  company  of  fusl- 
Iktrs,  consisting  of  about  one  hundred  and  twen^ 
^men,  and  about. two  himdved  men  from  the 
HCOttntry  parts,  who  yqlunteered  in  de&nce  of  the 
^ital.  The  money  m  the  public  banks  was 
how  removed  to  the  cattle  for  the  greater  securl- 

'  ty,  together  with  the  most  valuable  effepts  Qf  th^ 
pnvate  cities* 

On  the  15th,  advices  were  received  that  th^ 
y^  of  thd  rebel  army  was  advanced  to  linlith- 
gov^,  and  detachments  of  it  within  ^  few  miles  of 
JEdinburgh.  Uppn  this^  all  the  forces  which  wer^ 
^  on  necessary  di^y  in  the  towui  together  witli 

'    a^ regiment  of  dragoons  from  Leith,  marched. Qu( 

'    to  reinforce  colonel  Gaaxliner's  regiment  at  Cor- 
liorphixie,  a  place  about  three  miles  to  the  west? 
E8 
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'Ward  of  die  dty. '  When,  however,' tlie  advafci% 
guard  of  the  enemy  came  within  si^ht,  thetwa 
Yegiments  of  dragoons  rode  off  with  the  greatest 
^redpitation.  This  tetreat  of  the  piilitary  thi^ 
^e  citizens  into  the  greatest  cpnStemation.  *  A 
tneeting  of  the 'prindpir  inhabitants  was  imite- 
'diately  callfed,  to  deliberate  on  the  measures  to  "be 
taken  in  this  critical  stafte  of  affairs^  at  which  it 
^as  resolved,  that  as  it  was  impossible  to  defejid 
the  dty,  eonjmissioners  should  be  appointed  t6 
treat  with  the  Pretender,  and  to  obtain  the  best 
terms  they  could.  In  the  niidst  of  thdr  delibea- 
'tions,  a  letter  was  produced  hi  coimcil,  addressed 
to  the*  lord  Provost  and  magistrates,  which  beir^ 
ordered  to  )be  read,  ft  began  as  follows :  "  Where- 
as we  are  now  to  enter  the  beloved  metrbpblis  cf 
our  andent  kingdom  of  Scotland."— ^  Here  thi 
reader  was  stopped,  and  asked  by  whom  the  let* 
tfer  \v^8  signed.  Having  fold  that  it  was  super- 
scribed Charles y  Prince  ofWcdes^  See,  it  was  inune* 
idiateiy  refused  to  be  heard;- 
"  All  thoughts  of  defending  the  town  being  riovr 
laid  aside,  the  volunteers  and  city  regiment  re» 
tnrhed  their  arms  to  the  castle ;  but  the  trained- 
bands  and  the  company  of  fuzileers  mounted 
guard  the  following  night. 

*'  The  commissioners  appointed  to  treat  for  th^^ 
iSty,  lAfet  With  gom?  of  the  Highland  chieft  ^ 
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ttk^B  ^1)  for  thlspurpo^  I  but  yrhs^i  wa^  coo^ 
tlpded  at  this  i^eeting  w^s  never  knqwi}.  ^oiy? 
cv€r,  the  next  mpi^gi  about  four  o'clock,  4  party 
of  the  rebels  ha4  got  l^gre  the  ^astero  ^atp  of 
the  city  called  the  Netherbow  \  and  this  f^te  beb> 
in|;  openedy  at  this  tifxie  qf  danger,  tQ  I^  out  « 
c^Bch,  the  Highlanders  entered,  secuitd  thegates, 
possessed  themselves  pf  th^  guard<4xptt9e,  ((is^nii* 
cd  the  guard}  and  8ei2^  the  ^rtjllery,  anns^  ^d 
ammunition  belonging  to  the  city. 

General  Quest,  governor  qf  ^le  p%stle,  was  no 
•ooner  appxised  of  the  rebels  havipg  ppssessei} 
jdiemselves  qf  the  ^ity  th.ai\  he  displayed  the  flag^ 
and  lired  several  cannpn,  as  a  gaming  for  the  itt« 
habitants  not  to  approach  the  Castl^-hill. 

The  party  of  the  Highlanders  ^hich  ha4  enter* 
ed  the  city  in  the  nioming,  having  secured  th^ 
lier^4s>  pursuivants^  ^c.  repaired  about  noon  tg 
th^  qro^s  of  fdinburgh^  ^d  by  spund  of  trumpe| 
read  the  Preten4er's  declaration  apd  comnvssioiji 
of  regency  given  to  his  spn ;  a^d  a  nianifesto  waf 
pviblishedy  containing  a  general  pardon  for  all 
treasons  comn)itted  befqre  its  publicatioBt  anj 
ample  promises  tp  secjire  thj^  peqple  in  the  exer^ 
cise  of  their  reUgipn,  and  in  the  full  enjoyment 
of  all  their  rights  and  privileges. 

On  the  17th  of  September,  tlve  main  body  of 
^e  Highland  army  arrived  in  the  King's  Park  at, 
^3 
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JS^nbnr^,  led  by  the  young  Pretender  lA  ^ 
Highland  dress.  He  immediately  took  up  his 
lodgings  in  the  apartments  of  Holyroodhouse  5 
and  on  the  18th  published  a  proclamation,  requir* 
ing  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  city,  and  neighbouiv 
ing  districts,  immediately  to  give  up  all  the  arm$ 
and  ammunition  in  their  possession,  at  the  palace 
pf  Holyroodhouse,  and  declaring  such  as  should 
not  comply  with  this  order  rebels  to  the  govern*. 
ment. 

On  tiie  19th  of  September*  an  order  was  sent 
to  Edinburgh,  demanding,  on  pain  of  military  f  Xr* 
Vjcution,  one  thousand  tents,  two  thousand  tar- 
gets, six  thousand  pairs  of  shoes,  and  a  'propar* 
tionable  number  of  water-cantines,  to  be  furnish^, 
ed  fpr  the  use  of  the  army  before  the  23d  of  th« 
same  month,  and  promising  to  pay  for  the  same 
as  soon  as  the  present  troubles  were  over. '  Ther^ 
being  no  room  for  hesitation  or  delay,  th^  inhsL*^ 
bitants  ordered  these  articles  to  be  instantly  pro- 
vided ;  and,  to  defray  the  expence,  laid  on  a  tax 
of  two  shillings  and  sixpence  Sterling  in  the 
pound,  on  all  lands  and  tenements  within  the  li- 
berties of  the  city.  A  proclamation  was  also  pub' 
lished  soon'  after  by  the  Pretender,  prohibiting^ 
the  soldiers  of  the  army  from  pillaging  or  disturb^- 
^^  any  of  the  hou8e9  of  the  citizensi^  under  tl^> 
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fK&i  of  i^eing  tried  by  a  court-martial|  and  pu^ 
jiished  for  the  offence. 

On  the  20th  of  the  same  months  the  Highland* 
^rs  marched  from  theif  camp  at  Duddlngstone  to 
meet  general  Cope^  who  was  a4vaneing  with  his 
^rmy  for  tht  relief  pf  Edinbuigh.  Early  next 
morning  the  rebels  attacked  him  near  Preston- 
pans^  a  village  about  nine  miles  from  the  metro- 
pQlis^  and  after  a  short  en^p  ag^ment  entirely  de- 
feated the  king's  army,  and  got- possession  of  all 
their  artillery  and  baggage*  Next  day  the  Pre- 
tender with  his  army  returned  to  their  camp  at 
Duddingstone ;  a^d  a  message  was  immediately 
tent  to  the  ministers  of  Edinburgh^  desiring  them 
to  coctinae  pyblic  worship  as  usual^  but  with- 
tmt  mentioning  n?jnes  when  they  prayed  for  th^ 
king  or  royal  family.  But  the  pastors  of  the  city 
liad  deserted  their  churcbe?,  in  order  to  provide  for 
their  personal  safety.  Only  the  two  ministers  of 
St.  Cuthbert's  church  remained ;  and  they,  in  de- 
spite of  the  enemy's  revenge,  continued  to  pray 
for  the  king  by  name,  and  exhorted  their  people' 
to  stem  the  torrent  of  popery  and  of  arbitrary 
4K>wer. 

.  From  the  time  of  the  Highlanders  taking  pos-^ 
fiesdon  of  Edinburgh,  they  bad  as  yet  received  no 
disturbance  from  the  troops  garrisoned^  in  the 
i^stie.    But  on  tEe  s^th'of  Sept€m^r»  the  gahi« 
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€on  befiig  alarmed  firam  some  unknot  cause,  si 
hamber  of  cannon  were  dkchai^ed  at  tl^e  guartf 
which  ti^e  rebels  had  placed  at  the  West-port  or 

Site  of  the  town.  This  act  of  hostility  occasioned 
e  Pretender  to  order  a  guard  to  be  placed  at  th« 
Weigh-house^  to  prevent  an  intercourse  between 
the  city  and  castle.  ^Iie  soldiers  placed  in  the 
castle  being  by  this  means  prevented  fix>ni  getting 
a  sup|>ly  of  provisions,  general  Guest,  the  goyer* 
|W,  acquainted  the'lord  Provost  by  letter,  th2|| 
If  the  comimimication  were  Qot  qidckly  c^ened^ 
he  would  by  his  ^llery  be  obliged  to  dislodge 
the  r?^ls  from  thdr  posts  on  the  Castle^ilIL 
The  citizens,  %o  prevent  the  destruction  that 
wopld  befal  the  city  by  this  measure,  sent  a  de- 
putation to  the  young  Pretender,  to  l?iy  before 
fcim  the  generaFs  letter,  "feut  receive^  no  satisf^^r 
tory  answer.  In  thi^  emergency  they  appli^  tq 
genen^  Quest  to  gpmt  them  a  reffl>ite  for  somj^ 
tiipe  from  hostilities,  ttll  thpy  should  ende^yoi^- 
by  some  mean?  to  renew  the  intercourse  ^ith  the 
castle. 

The  comipunication  with  the  garrison  s^m^ 
to  have  been  opened  soon  after,  as  several  per- 
sons whq  were  cs^rrying  m  provision^  were  on 
the  1st  of  October  fired  at  by  the  Highland 
^ard.  This  enraged  the  military  in  the  for^, 
Cbat  the;f  &re4  upon  ^e^uard|  j^idseyendhoi^ses 
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ilthc  dty  were  much  damagecj,  and  some  pe6i 
jpte'wbmided.  The  yoiinj  Pretender  now  deter? 
;nuaed  to  cut  off  all  communication  between  the 
castle  and  the  city ;  and  for  this  .purt)08e  guards 
ifofe  placed  in  the  church  of  St.  Cutjibert's  and 
m  laykigstone^s  yards.  A  sally  from  the  castle 
beiD^'  made,  one  of  the  guafd-hpuses  was  set  on 
&e»  a/ew  of  t^e  rebels  iRrere'  killed,  and  some  ta» 
ken  pxisonerE^ 

Thiefse  unimportant  skirmishes  howevet  had  not 
the  effect  of  raising  the  blockade.  iThe  gotemor^ 
ther^forct  deteraiined  to  proceed  to  further  extre- 
aaiities  ^  and,  on  the  4th  of  October,  gave  Warni 
Iqg^o  the  inhabitants  to  remove  from  the  north- 
.ern  nde  of  James's  Court,  as  some  of  the  shot 
might  happen  to  fall  in  that  quarter.  A  cannon- 
ading was  t^en  commenced  against  the  rebd 
posts  5  and  in  the  following  night  a  party  from 
th^  castle  burnt  some  houses  on  the  eastern  side 
of  the  Castle-hili,  wtiere  the  febels  used  to  shel- 
ter themselves.  This  scene  of  destruction  threw 
the  d^gns.into  the  greatest  alarm ;  those  most 
exposed' td  the  'fire  of  the  castle  left  theh-  hous. 
es,  and  many  of  the  people  began  to  retire 
from  the  city  and  seek  protection  in  the  country* 
The  Pretender  raised  the  blockade  of  the  castle 
oil  the  5th  of  October;  and  on  the  31st  of  the 
#amc  month  1^  £4iinburgh  on  hit  march  to  £agw- 
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l^t  4iYUim  of  W«  Httte  ^raiy  j  and  tjmu  th^'dtl^ 
vraa  gi^Uy  relieved  fyoJ^  it*  appppjiension^jj^  c^ 
their  r^um  ffo^i  ^nglapd  thp  tli^W^derg  c|i4 
|iot  gaa^  through  thi«  diyisioii  of  t)i^  cpiint^. 
,  Tl^e  ^\m»  ll«ttte  <rf  Cullq.d^?H  ientiirely  €3^tir- 
p^te^tjiie  r^mp^  Qf  reWliQH  in  §cotI^4.  Op 
that  ocpaflign,  *e  4wk^  of  Cwnherkfid  cac^ 
fourteen  of  the  rebel  standards  whi(^h  he  had  t^ 
IW  ta  hp  hwrp^  at  the  puWij?  cross  rf  fdin- 
bw^^fh.  IV  Pi:f«t?nder's  standard  w^  c^^ 
|iy  the  C«W»Q»  e?s?CVtip9er,  the  others  by  chiiy- 
iiey-AWfiqp^,  an4  ^  hend^i  proclaimed  the 
wcm  Pf  Ae  CQx^iin^n^ers  to  wjiom  they  had  1?b- 
lPQfei}»  ^s  Jthpy  wer§  thrp^en  into  Uve  pre. 

Sftoa  3\ftcr  matter?  VW  sfttje^^  th?  provost  bf 
JEdwbu^h  w^8.  bro*lgto  tQ  trial,  fir§t  at  jLpBjJcm, 
lUOd  thm  at  ^Ed^rt>yrghf  ^^  ,»<?t  defai^n|;  tX»P 
(ity  s^^inft  ^  r^h^U^  l^rnm  the  siti^^oQ  «o^ 
i»U!nt  of  tbp  walU  Pf  the  tpun?  sujfh  |?efi8tanpe 
would  h^ve  (^«  up^TaUpf;-^  fuid  the  retr^pf 
the4«prtftt  v»y  cxcwljjatetf  the  phK  vf^^^p^ 
from  4«»y  rt^?n^  qj^  %ai^  W  this  occ^wn- 
The  tri^,  how^q^  at  the  t^p^,  a5jrite4c^yderr 
.;|l^^Uit^r^  I  and  i|v  the  cci|ji3f  qf  \t.  ^  Hnpp|»r 
lii9PpirpHflHSta«i^hWP^^^^^wWch  *Hr^ct(?!d  w^e 
^e«^iQ9.  The  jury  pn  th?  tri^l  havJiag  m  twp 
4«ni.lP«f8tf4.tJg*3^ey  co^  sit  Qp  tengir^an* 
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ffOLjed  fit  a  ali^  respite.  As  \h€  iii^gfehcy  df 
the  cas^  was  apparent,  aiid  t>bth  t>^b%ie8  agiieed 
ib  i^o  tKe  liecessify  of  the  fneasiiire,  the  court,  at^ 
ter  I5ng  reasonihg,  a^blimed  till  tfie  da^  follow- 
3ig,  takihg  the  jury  boutid  under  a  penalty  of 
iddL^'sLC^f  when  the  cdurt  cohtmued  sitting  twd 
oayi  rdngery  and  tfie  jury  v^ere  biie  diay  inclosed* 
i[%e  event  wa%  that  the  ^roVoist  wsb  unanimous 
ly  ttquitted. 

At  this  time  the  dty  felt  a  tfefhporary  iiiconve* 
nience  firom  the  electtoh  of  their  magistrates  not 
Saving  tateri  plac^  at  the  usual  time,  on  account 
df  &e  presence  df  th^  rebels.  It  Becaihe  theit* 
fore  hecess^  to  apply  to  liis  majesty  for  ak 
power  to  the  citizens  to  ehabJib  them  to  choose 
their  magistrates  as  formerly.  This  was  feadily 
giantbct ;  arid  the  biifges^s  accdrdingly  r^urned 
a  new  set  of  magistrates^  ali  of  them  known 
iSneiHis  to  the  tlanoverian  succession.  The  new 
council,  after  their  entrance  oh  dffice,  in  gratitude 
for  thfe  signal  sorices  dohie  to  the  country  by  the 
dtxke  of  Cumberland,  {»tsent^  h&ri  the  freedom 
of  the  city  in  a  gold  box,  with  a  suitable  ifiscri{>- 
fion. 

'iliis  tnuisi^ction  was  the  last  wliich  happened 
ini  Edinbutgh  of  any  general  frnportaiice,  or 
which  requires  riiirtute  detail.  Of  the  occutrences 
#hlc|i  bave  ha^pehed  since  that  peribdi  tlift  h»* 
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mnrem^nta  lathe.  city,  and  tbe  ext^nsion^of  il^ 
Doundariesy  fonn  a  principal  and  striking  part*  . 

Several  tumults  of  inferior  importance  haye^ 
however,  at  times  agitated  the  city.  In  1 740,  oo  ^ 
account  of  a  temporary  scarcity  of  provisions^. 
Bell's  mills  near  Edinburgh  were  attacked  by  the 
populace,  and  afterv^rards  Leith  mills.  On  that 
occasion  the  military  were  called  in  for  the  pre- 
servation of  the  public  peace,  and,  being  obliged, 
to  proceed  to  extremities,  fire^d  upon  the  rioterr^i 
of  whom  three  were  severely  wounded* 

In  1742  another  tumult  took  place,  .occa»oned 
by  the  practice  of  raising  corpses^  from  the 
church-yards  in  the  city  for  the  purpo.8e  of  ana- 
tomical demonstrations.  The  populace  .beat  to 
.  arms,  surrounded  the  houses  of  the  sur^^eons  who 
were  suspected  of  being  concerned  in  this  prac- 
tice ;  and,  in  spite  of  the  efforts  of  the  magis* 
trates,  demolished  the  house  of  the  beadle  at  St. 
Cuthbert's.  In  1756,  new  distiurbances, , which 
required  the  assistance  of  the  military,  took  place*. 
The  reason  pf  these  was,  the  impressing  of  men 
for  the  war  which  was  then,  commencing.  A 
disturbance  was  likewise  excited  in  1760.  ThU^. 
\)ras  occasioned  by  the  footmen,  who  till  that  pe- 
riod were  permitted  to  attend  their  masters  into, 
the  play-house,  having  a  gallery  alloted  for  them : 
they  Qow  tQjQk;  upon  them,  however,  to  disturb 
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t&e  ente^tsuhment  of  the  company^  by  prercnlfng 
the  performance  of  Garrick*8  <«  High  Life  Mof» 
Stairs,^*  which  they  considered  as  an  intolerable 
latire  on  their  order.  The  consequence  waff, 
that  the  footmen  were  turned  out,  and  have  ever 
since  been  obliged  to  wait  oat  of  doors  for 
their  masters. 

In  the  years  .1763  and  1765,  the  tumults  on 
account'  of  the  price  of  provisions  were  renewed', 
and  many  of  the  dealers  hi  com  and  meal  had 
their  houses  broke  open  and  their  shops  destroy- 
ed. The  magistrates  were  under  the  necessity 
of  calling  in  the  military  to  quell  the  cfisturbance  ; 
but,  at  the  same  time,  to  put  an  effectual  stop,  as 
far  as  was  in  theu:  power,  to  such  proceedings  in 
future,  they  gave  security,  that  people  who> 
brought  grain  or  provisions  into  the  market, 
should  be  secured  in  their  property.  In  178*, 
a  riot  on  the  same  accoimt  happened,  and  the 
distillery  at  Canonmills  was  attacked,  on  a  supr« 
position  that  the  distillers  enhanced  the  price  of 
meal  by  using  unmalted  grain.  The  attack  wa« 
repelled  by  the  servants  of  the  distillery ;  but  the 
mob  could  not  be  dispersed  until  the  sheriff  cal- 
led the  soldiers  quartered  in  the  castle  to  his 
assistance.  The  same  night  a  party  set  out  for 
Ford,  a  place  ten  miles  to  the  southward  of  Edin- 
buigh,  where  ttiere  was  likewise  a  large  dlstjlkry^ 
F 
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iiv&lis^as  thei<  was  none  to  make  opposition^ 
they  soon  deistroyed.  6ne  man  was  killed  in  the 
riot  at  BiHnbuifghy  by  the  fir^  of  a  servant  of  th^ 
distillery,  and  several  of  tfie  rioters  were  secured 
and  afterwards  punished. 

In  the  year  i778  ami  1779,  tWb  very  aiarixiing 
disturbances  happened^  which  threatened  a  great 
deal  of  bloodied,  though  happily  they  were  ier* 
jninated.  wiUiout  any.  The  first  was  a  mutiny 
X)i  the  earl  of  Seaforth's  Highland  negimenty  who 
v^ere  at  this  time  quartered  In  the  Castle.  Their 
services  being  required  in  India,  it  was  intended 
io  send  them  thither  without  consulting  their  in- 
clinations ;  but  when  the  soldiers  understood  that 
this  was  to  be  the  case,  they  did  not  at  all  seem 
willing  to  yield  obedience.  Certain  arrears  were 
*;at  this  time  due  to  them  4  and  tixese  cSrcumstan* 
ces  occasioned  their  concerting  n\easures  for  their 
common  S2^ety,  which  at.la^t  terminated  in  nnu- 
-tiny.  One  morning,  as  the  regiment  werfr  at  drill 
in  Leith  Links,, a  clamour  arose  among  the  ranks 
on  the  subject  of  their  going  abroad^  ind  the 
payment  df  their  arrears.  In  an  instant,  as  pei:- 
haps  had  been  before  concerted,  the  whole  bat- 
talion shouldered  their  arms,  set  off  at  a  quick 
march,  and  took  possession  of  the  hill  in  the 
iieighb<Mirhood  of  Edinburgh  called  Arthur*^ 
•Seat,  on  the  summit  g|  w^ch  they  fixed  their 
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murten..  Tlieir  ccnmnanders  eedeavourefi  tfl 
win  them  n^th  promises ;  but  tp  these  they  pai<| 
DO  regarflj  )po>iring  how  former  pnes  had  been 
liroJ^en.  Threats  were  next  ^s^}  but  these 
they  dx8regarde4»  because  in  their  situaticm  foot 
soldiers  would  npt  dare  to  attack  them,  and  ca* 
Tahy  cQHld  not  approach  thfsn  on  this  elevated 
ground.  |t  ^as  represented  tp  them*  that  the 
Cfist\e  would  fire  upon  and  dislodge  tl^em ;  but 
they  knew  that  this  attempt  would  be  also  yain^ 
for  t|iey  mig^it  ret^  behind  the  hills  oat  of  il$ 
reach.  An  i^ccoi^modation  was  at  last,  as  the 
only  re?oiirce,  propo^et}  to  them.  The  late  Ip^dr 
Durnnqre  and  Macdonald,  on  whoa^  honpur  the 
Igi^hbnders  could  depend,  were  d^ute^  to  eQ- 
t|^  into  a  pariey  with  the  mutinfersy  whipli  waa 
^appily  succc^G^ly  apd  matters  were  finely  set*- 
tle^l  ^Sy  then,  return^  to  their  allegiiancr> 
Sfk^  SQpn  ^et  ^inbsprked  on  fbrei^  service. 
'  ^he  oth€^  disturbancey  above  s^lluded  to^  hap* 
pQied  oil  acpQUQt  of  the  attempt  ta  repeal  the 
penal  laws  against  the  papists,  and  was  mi^ch 
inore  j^^tFrniD^  tl^n  the  foraier,  as  being  the  ef- 
f^  qf  ^  p9reme4itated  scheme,i  and  detennined 
reiK^tutlpn  to  oppose  government.  Qn  the  ^d  of 
?ebn}^  1779,  a  mob  assembled  in  the  ^'ening^ 
-  btKnt  pne  popish  ch^pi^I,  and  plundqfed  pother. 

Jtat  dsq  they  ^^pewe^  their  depi^t^Qfl^  dp* 
p9    . 
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^Iroying  and  carrying  off  the  books,  furniture; 
ice.  of  several  catholic  priests,  and  others  of  that 
persuasion.  The  riot  continued  all  that  day*, 
though  the  assistance  of  the  military  was  called 
in  to  preserve  the  peace ;  but  'happily  the  last 
extremities  were  hot  resorted  to,  and  nb  lives 
were  lost.  The  city  was  afterwards  obliged  to 
make  good  the  damage  sustained  by  the  catho- 
lics on  this  occasion,  which  was  estimated  at 
15001. 

\  It  is  somewhat  surprising  that  the  Scottish 
presbyterians,  at  a  period  so  far  down  in  the 
eighteenth  century,  should  have  so  violently  op* 
posed  that  liberty  of  conscience  and  protection 
of  the  laws  to  others,  the  value  of  which  they 
themselves  well  knew  how  to  appreciate,  and  for 
which  they  had  often,  fought.  But  the  furor  of 
jfeligious  enthusiasm,  when  once  it  takes  'posses- 
sion of  mens  minds,  obliterates  the  impressions 
of  humanity  and  right,  and  leads  into  actions, 
which  in  copier  moments  must  always  be  re- 
gretted. 

',  In  April  .1779  a  mutiny,  which  ended  in  a  very 
disagreeable  manner,  happened  at  Leith,  the  sea 
port  town  of  Edinburgh.  A  party  of  about  fifty 
Highland  recruits,  oh  account  of  some  misrepre- 
■eentation  as  to  the  place  of  Iheu:  destination,  re-  . 
fiised  to  embark.^   Two  hundred  of  the  SoUtli^ 
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F^sdblKtiMH  qqaitered  in  th^  Castle^  aopfim? 
panled  by  pTop^'  offiqm,  were  imi^ediately  or* 
Jered  tP  Wtiit  tg  QBfcirc?  oferfknie,  or  i»ak^ 
the  refractory  party  pri^qpers.  Tfcg  IfehlaiiA? 
ers  resisted ;.  a  |;oo<l  Qumy  Qhg^s  were  ^recl  l>7  both 
par^e^;  b^t  the  $ggl|landen  were  %t  bst  obliged 
to  submit*  apd  yrtx^  g^med  prispp^rs  tQ  the  cas* 
tl^  of  Edinburgh.  AbQut  twelve  of  fte  mutjU 
lieer^  were  killed  in  this  ^ir  ;  and  of  th«^  Feih 
dblefl  a  captain  ^i^d  I^q  ^YSte^  feU.  Seven^ 
were  wounded  Qp  botb  aides. 

The  well-knpwn  Paul  Jones*  in  this  ye^i^  made 
bis  ^ppearapce  in  the  Frith  of  Forth  with  some 
armed  vessels ;  but  bippUy  departed  without 
^tteniptiAg  any  thii^  against  the  harbpur  or  ship* 
ping  The  alarm  excited*  however*  occ{^sione4 
a  small  £qrtificatioq  to  be  afterwards  erected*  ak. 
little  to  the  westward  of  the  town  of  Leitb* 
.  The  revolutippary  and  equaling  principle^ 
ip.^ired  by  the  Fj^nph  Revolution,  Qccask>ne4 
in  Edinburgh*  a;S  well  as  in  other  p^s  of  tjie 
kingdom*  seyor^l  di^urbances*  and  were  thei 
cause  of  the  ti:ia}  an4  condemnation  of  some  de« 
signing  individuals*  who  at  that  time  swayed* 
with  too  much  success*  the  popular  opinions. 
But  ideal  notions  of  liberty  have  long  since  given 
way  to  that  real  freedom,  of  which  the  British 
Constitution  is  the  guardian ;  and  in  the  late  and 
F3 
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jprttftnt  wars,  the  loyalty  of  the  citizens  of  Edin- 
burgh, and  their  zeal  iii  behalf  of  the  laws  hand* 
ed  down  to  them  by  their  ancestors,  have  been 
gallantly  demonstrated,'  by  the  voluntary  arming 
pf  all  ranks  for  their  unsullied  preservation. 

During  the  late  war,  the  partial  failure  of  a 
crop  occasioned  sevefal  tumults  in  Edinburgh^ 
on  account  of  the  high  price  of  provisions ;  but 
these  disturi)ance8  were  checked  by  the  spirited 
conduct  of  the  magistrates,  and  the  timely  im- 
portation of  foreign  graln^  removed  all  apprehen- 
sions of  absolute  scarcity. 

The  improvements  of  Edinburgh  began  in  the 
year  17  Js,  by  the  Section  of  tlie  Royal  Exchange.' 
At  this  time,  the  city  occupied  no  more  than  the 
same  space  of  ground  which  it  had  done  for  two 
centuries  before;  But  since  that  period,  a  city 
of  palaces  has  arisen ;  the  town  has  been  enlarged 
to  more  than  twice  its  former  size ;  and  farther 
enlargements  are  still  carrying  on.  Though  there 
are  cities  greater  in  extent,  and  in  number  of  in- 
habitants, yet  in  point  of  external  elegance  and 
grandeur,  Edinburgh  is  generally  allowed  to  ex»' 
^J  /every  other  city  in  Europe. 
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DESCRIPTION. 


Xp.DJT^URGH  is  situated  in  55  degree*  5T 
'*^  minutes  north  latitude^  and  .in  3  degree* 
14  minutes  west  longitude  irom,  X«indon.  It, 
stands  in  the .  northern  part  of  the  cdunty  of 
Mid-Lothian,  about  two  miles,  south  from,  the 
aestuary  of  the  Frith  of  Forth. 

The  situation  of  the  city  is  elevated^  and  it 
may  be  said  without  much  iqipf-opriety  to  standi 
on  three  hills.  These  run  in  a  direction  from, 
east  to  west ;  and  the  central  hiU»  upon  which 
the  most  ancient  part  of  the  city  stands,  is  ter* 
minated  on  the  west  by  an  inaccessible  rock, 
on  which  is  placed  the  Castle. 

Edinburgh  is  surrounded  on  all  sides,  except 
to  the  northward,  where  the  ground  declines^ 
jjfently  tp  the  Frith  of  Forth,  by  lofty  hills,    Afn 
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thur'8  Seatt  Safiibuiy  Crags,  and  the  Calton'ikai; 
bound  il  m  llie  e^ ;  ttie  |#|  qf  lrakl».  and  the 
extensive  rk^^e  of  the  Featl^d  hi^^  rise  on  the 
south;  and  the  beautiful  eminence  of  Corstor* 
phine  hill  rears  its  ^unm|^  on  the  west  These 
hills  form  a  taagmieenl  amphitiieatrey  ki  which 
upon  elevated,  though  on  ground  of  less  altitude^ 
stands  the  Scottish  metropolis. 

The  Old  part  of  the  city,  as  already  mentioned^ 
ttands  on  the  central  ndge  of  the  three  eminences 
CHI  which  the  city  is  built ;  the  New"  Town  oc- 
cupies an  derated  plain  on  the  north ;  and  the 
Southern  district  is  situated  on  a  rising  grouiid 
itai  the  opposite  direction.  The  hitt  on  which 
the  Old  Town  is  placed,  is  separated  from  the 
ether  districts  by  two  vallies,  one  of  which,  on 
&e  nort&em  side>  was  formerly  occi:q>ied  by  a 
kke.  In  the  course,  however,  of  the  improve* 
ment  and  extension  of  the  city,  that  lake  has 
been  drained,  and  streets  and  bridges  afford  « 
ready  communicatioD  between  every  part  of  the 
capital. 

The  Old  Town  has  often  attracted  notice  from 
the  peculiarity  of  its  situation.  The  principal 
street,  which  occupies  the  flat  sur&ce  of  the  cen- 
tral hill,  extends  nearly  in  a  stra^ht  line  from  the 
Castle,  on  the  western  extremity,  to  the  palace  of 
Holyroodhottse  on  the  east.    This  street,  not  im- 
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^perly  named' the  High  Street,  measures  m* 
length,  from  the  Castle  gate  to  the  Palace  gate/ 
about  5570  feet,  and  is  about  90  feet  in  breath. 
The  upper  part  of  this  street  is  elevated  about 
440  feet  above  the  l^vel  of  the  drained  morass  on 
the  north  side  called  the  North  Loch ;  and  on 
account'  o^  the  ground  which  it  occupies  gentljr 
declining  to  the  easti  is  about  180  feet  above  the 
palace  of  Holyroodhbusp.  The  amazing  height' 
of  the  houses  in  this  quarter,  has  always  renderi- 
ed  it  an  interesting  object  to  strangers  visiting 
Bdinl>urgh;  and  perhaps  the  High  Street  of  this 
city  is  not  equalled  in  grandeur  hj  any  street  in 
JSurope. 

Parallel  to  the  High  Street,  in  the  valley  on  the 
south,  runs  a  street  caUed  the  Cowgate^  from  ten 
to  twenty  feet  in  breadth.  The  buildin^gs  in  this 
itreet,  .though  lofty,  are  less  elevated  than  those 
of  the  High  Street.  The  valley  on  the  north,  ex- 
cept  apart  of  it  to  the'  eastward,  where  it  joins 
the  Calton-hill,  has  not  yet  been  buih  upon. 

From  the  High  Street  descend,  in  regular  rows, 
numerous  narrow  lanes,  here  called  closejf  on 
both  sides  of  the  hill.  Many  of  these  lanes  from 
the  abrupt  descent  of  the  ground,  are  extremely 
steep,  and  difficult  of  passage  j  and  this  inconve- 
nience is  not  much,  reniedied  by  their  width^ 
prhibh  is  ra^ly  more  ijian  dx  feet>    Those  af^ 
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^er  cxt^ts  and  which  admit  of  a  carriage^  ari^ 
called  by  the  disHnctive  naipe  of  wyn^ty  to  dis* 
tinguish  them  from  ehses^  or  those  which  otply  ad- 
mit of  fotot'passengers* 

The  High  Street  has  at  diflTerent  times  receiv- 
ed various  denominations.  It  was  anciently  cal* 
led  the  Market  Street,  from  the  public  iparkett 
of  the  city  being  held  on  it.  At  present  it  re^ 
ceiyes  various  appellations.  That  part  of  it 
which  is  situated  next  the  Castle  is  called  the 
Castle-hill  j  jGarther  down  it  receives  the  name  of 
the  Lawnmarket,  from  this  division  of  it  beings 
the  place  where  that  kind  of  merchandlzer  wa» 
sold.  Below  this  it  assumes  the  name  of  Lucken* 
booths ;  and  a  little  feurther  on,  where  the  street  is 
widest  j  takes  the  name  of  the  High  Street.  The 
remainder  of  the  street,  down  tq  the  palace  of 
Holyroodhoiise  takes  the  name  of  Canongate^^ 
from  its  formerly  being  the  property  of  the  Ca- 
nons  regular  of  the  abbey  churdli  of  Holyrood- 
housc. 

The  most  conspicuous  object  in  the  Old  Town 
is  the  Castie>  which  is  separated  from  the  build- 
ings of  the  city  by  a  vacant  space  of  about  350 
feet  in  length,  and  300  in  breadth.  At  the  east* 
em  end  of  this  space  begin  the  buildings  of  the 
city.  The  principal  reservoir  for  supjitying 
£diQbuigh  with  w^ter  standi  on  the  to^  of  the 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


^oHIi  side  of  this  Street,  and,  froin  ltd  elevated  u- 
tuation,  aJBTords  an  easy  conveyance  for  the  water 
fe  the  level  of  any  pari  of  the  town. 

At  a  small  distance,  eastward,  a  narrow  lane- 
\rakdi  down  the  steep  hill  to  the  south,  and  ter- 
minates in  a  spacious  street  or  square  of  an  ofck 
long  forni,  called  the  GrassmailLet.  The  lane  re* 
cetves  the  name  of  the  West-bow,  either  from  the 
direction  which  it  assumes,  being  of  the  figure 
cf  a  bow,  or  more  prohal)ly  fh>m  an  arched  gate 
iii  the  town  waH  which  formerly  crossed  it  in  the 
middle ;  i««f,  in  the  Scottish  dialect,  being  the 
word  generally  used  for  an  arch,  tn  the  Qrass- 
tearket'the  dty  markets  for  the  sale  Scorns,  and 
also  for  horses,  Ixlack-cattle,  and  sheep,  are  ge* 
neraliybeld, 

in  the  middle  ct  the  principal  street,  at  the  to^ 
bf  the  West-bow,  stands  the  town  Weigh-house^ 
ah,  old  building,  of  ho  very  superior  architecture. 
It  is  however  fast  hastening  to  decay,  and  hh 
removal  will  add  much  to  tlie  oeauty  of  this  di- 
Tision  of  the  city.  Here  tfee  street,  which  nv 
ceives  the  name  of  the  Lawnmarket,  expands  to 
a  noble  width,  and  the  buildings  rise  to  an  asto* 
Bishing  ahitude.  On  the  north  side  of  this  street 
is  the  entrance  to  the  great  £artfaeh  Moundp 
which  stretches  across  the  NbrthXrOch,  and  fbrmi 
i  communication  tfith  the  wesidn  part  of  the 


d  by  Google 


KewTown,  situated,  on  the 'opposite  hill ;  wni  «t 
the  head  of  the  Mound,  at  a  little  distance  fix)m 
the  principal  street,  stands  an  elegant  building> 
erected  as  an  office  for  the  B^nk  of  Scotland. 

The  Earthen  Mound  is  about  800  feet  in  lengthy 
92  feet  in  height  at  the  south  end,  and  58  feet  at 
the  nqrth  end.  It  was  begun  in  1783,  in  the 
morass  which  divides  the  old  from  the  new  part 
of  the  city.  It  was  formed  chiefly  from  the  rub* 
bish  and  earth  dug  from  the  foundations  of  the 
houses  in  the  New  Town  ^  and  at  an  avenge 
eighteen  hundred  cart-loads  of  earth  were  laid 
upon  it  every  day.  While  the  mound  was  fomif- 
ing,  it  sunk,  at  different  periods,  about  eighty 
feet  oin  the  west  side;  and  it  is  thought  that 
at  least  one-half  of  the  whole  mass  is  buried 
under  the  surface  of  the  m^sh  on  which  ft 
stands.^  Thi^  mound  is  calculated  to,  contain 
S00,000  cubic  yards  of  earth,  not  including,  that 
part  of  it  which  has  sunk ;  but  taking  this  at  one- 
half,  it  amounts  fn  whole  to  450,000  cubical 
yards.  As  a  cubical  yard  is  equal  to  three  cart- 
loads, the  number  of  these  contained  in  the 
mound  will  amount  to.  l,tJ50,ooo  cart-loads  of 
earth  in  all.  Had  the  work  been  performed  at 
the  moderate  rate  of  sixpence  per  cart,  digging, 
filling  and  carrying,  it  would  have  amounted  to 
the  sum  of  33»75oU  Sterling.    JBut  it  cost  tlie 
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73  . 
dty  aothing  but  the  expence  of  spreading  the 
earth. 

The  idea  of  this  useful  undertaking  is  said  to 
have  originated  in  the  following  manner.  On^ 
George  ^oyd,  a  shopkeeper  in  the  Lawnmarket* 
was  extremely  fond  of  visiting  the  New  Town, 
tod  of  marking  the  progress  of  its  buildings. 
Finding  it  rather  inconvenient  to  go  so  for  round 
as  by  the  North  Bridge,  he  prevailed  upon  some 
of  hiis  fieighbours  to  join  with  him  in  contribut- 
ing money  to  defray  the  expence  of  placing  step- 
ping-stones across  the  North  LOch  at  this  place, 
which  though  drained  was  still  swampy.  He 
next  prevailed  upon  some  of  the  builders  who 
were  erecting  houses  in  the  Ne^  Town  to  con- 
vey some  of  the  earth  dug  from  their  foundations 
to  the  spot.  A  tolerable  foot-path  was  soon- 
fonned  by  these  means,  which  for  some  time  re- 
ceived the  appellation  of  Geordy  Boyd's  Bng, 
The  utility  of  a  communication  of  this  kind  was 
soon  perceived,  and  its  advantages  to  the  public 
duly  appreciated;  The  magistrates  immediately 
granted  permission  to  the  builders  to  lay  do\vn 
their  earth  and  rubbish  on  the  spot,  and  the  au- 
thority of  -pariiament  Was  obtained  for  removing 
houses  in  the  Lawnmarket,  to  open  a  proper  en- 
trance to  the  moiind.  Mr.  Boyd,  the  prdjector 
Of-cthe  undertaking',  had  at  the -same  time  the 
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mortiiication  to  see  his  own  shop  pulled  down 
for  this  purpose. 

Without  detracting  from  the  merit  of  Mr. 
Boyd,  it  may  be  noticed^  that  the  idea  of  a  mound 
of  earth  being  laid  across  the  North  Loch  w^ 
formed  many  years  before.  Maitland,  in  hia 
History  of  Edinburgh,  has  the  following  remark : 
**  There  has  of  late  been  much  talk  about  erect* 
ing  a  bridge  across  the  Kordloch,  for  a  commu- 
nication with  the  country  on  the  northern  side ; 
v/hich,  or  something  better,  may  easily  be  ac- 
complished at  little  expence  to  the  town,  by 
obliging  all  builders  and  others  to  shoot  their 
rubbish,  made  at  the  building  and  repairing  Of 
houses,  into  a  part  of  the  said  loch,  as  shall  be 
agreed  on ;  whereby,  in  a  few  years,  a  ridge  Or 
eaithen  bank  might  be  raised  to  the  required 
height,  which  would  answer  divers  other  good 
ends  beside  that  of  a  bridge." — ^But,  tijiougb  thm 
merit  of  the  original  idea  belongs  not  to  Mr, 
Boyd,  yet  perhaps  the  utility  of  the  undertaking 
was  first  intruded  on  the  public  natice,  fh>m  bis 
having  given  it 

«  A  local  habitation  and  a  name." 

A  little  below  the  entrance  to  the  mqund,  in 
t^e  mi4dle  of  the  street,  stands  the  Tolbootb,  a 
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Ittean^looking  Iheonvenient  building.  Here  a 
range  of  old  Itouses  formerly  extended  a  consi- 
derable way  along  the  middle  of  the  street.  These, 
however,  are  now  mostly  removed,  except  the 
Tolbooth  at  the  one  extremity,  and  a  large  stone 
building  at  the  other.  The  want  of  a  new  prison 
prevents  the  removal  of  the  former;  but  "why 
the  latter  should  be  allowed  to  disfigure  one  of 
the  latcA  streets  in  Europe,  it  is  difficult  to  con- 
edve. 

In  this  part  of  the  High  Street  stands  the  an- 
cient cathedral  church  of  St.  Giles,  a  magnificent 
Gothic  building;  but  .the  appearance  of  it  is 
much  hurt  by  a  set  of  paltry  shops,  of  more  mo- 
dem date,  and  wretched  architecture,  which  are 
heaped  against  its  walk.  The  cathedral  forms 
the  north  side  ^  a  small  area  catted  the  Parlia- 
ment Square,  which  diverges  a  little  to  the  south 
horn  the  main  street.  This  place  seems  to  have 
.  fcceived  Its  name  from  the  buildings  in  which 
tke  Scottish  parliament  met  being  otuated  in  it. 
These  form  the  south-west  comer  of  the  square, 
and  are  at  present  used  for  the  accommodation  of 
the  courts  of  session,  justiciary,  and  the  consisto- 
ml  courts.  In  themjddk  of  the  square  stands  a 
beautiful  equestrian  statue  of  king  Charles  n.  It 
was  placed  here  by  the  magistrates  after  the  Re- 
storation, in  honour  of  that  event,  instead  of  one 
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pf  Oliver  Cromwell,  which  had  been  intended  , to 
be  erected  *.  The  buildings  of  this  square  are 
the  loftiest  in  Edinburgh ;  and  though  their  front 
^elevation  does  not  appear  much  higher  than  the 
neighbouring  buildings,  yet  upon  the  other  side, 
on  account  of  the  sudden  declivity  of  the  ground, 
somt  of  them  contain  not  less  than  fourteen  floors 
or  stones. 

Not  far  from  the  Parliament  Square,  in  the 
middle  of  the  High  Street,  formerly  stood  the 
market^rross  of  the  city,  which  was  removed  in 
1753.  A  radiated  pavement  still  mai'ks  the  plaCe 
where  it  stood,  and  all  public  proclamations  are 
made  at  thjs  spot. 

Nearly  opposjtp  this,  on  the  north  side' of  the 
street,  stands  the  Exchange,  an  elegant  building, 
of  a  square  form,  with  a  court  in  the  centre. 
Pere  the  merchants  and  farmers  might  enjoy 
shelter;  but  inveterate  praptiqe induces theni  to 
crowd  the  High  Street  on  market-days,  and  to 
expose  themselves  there  to  all  the  varieties  of 
weather. ' 


*  The  statue  of  Oliver  was  actually  blocked  out,  and 
may  be  seen  in  its  unfinished  state  io  the  pleasure 
grounds  of  Deanhaugh,  at  Stockhrldge,  where  it  wa^ 
placed  by  the  late  Mr,  "Vyalter  Ros^  ■      '-  ] 
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Fatther  down  the  High  Street,  the  central  hiU 
b  crossed  by  the  North  and  South  Bridgesy  the 
two  great  lines  of  communication  between -these 
divisions  of  the  city*  Near  where  the  bridges 
meet,  and  forming  the  side  of  a  small  square, 
.stands  the  Trpn  Church,  an  ancient  building,  but 
now  much  modernized  in  appearance* 

The  North  Bridge  was  founded,  and  the  first 
stone  of  the  building  laid  by  that  patriotic  ma- 
gistrate provost  Dmmmond,  on  the  21st  of  Octo- 
ber 176S.  In  that  year  the  NcMth  Loch,  which 
separates  the  New  from  the  Old  Town,  was 
drained,  and  the  mud  removed*  But,  though  the 
erection  of  this  great  work  was  resolved  upon  at 
this  time,  the  contract  for  building  the  bridge 
was  not.ugned  till  the  2 1st  of  August  1765. 
The  parties  to  this  contract  were  the  town- 
council  of  Edinburgh  and  Mr*  William  Mylne, 
architect,  brother  to  the  person  who  built  Black- 
friars  bridge*  The  sum  agreed  for  was  lo,i40l. 
Starling ;  the  work  was  to  be  completed  before 
Martinmas  1769,  and  Mr*  Mybe  was  to  uphold 
It  for  ten  years*  A  difficulty,  however,  occurred 
in  the  course  of  the  work,  which  had  neither 
been  foreseen  nor  provided  against.  As  the 
north  side  of  the,  hill  on  which  the  old  part  of  the 
(Ity  stands  is  extreemly  steep,  it  had  been  found 
^gnvenient^in  early  times,  to  throw  the  earth  dug 
C3 
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from  the  foundations  pf  houses  down'  this  dedivW 
ty,  towards  the  North  Loch.    On  this  accouui^ 
'  the  whole  mass,  to  a  considerable  depths  cotisist- 
ed  entirely  of  what  is  called  tratyelled  earth.    Mr. 
Mylne  and  hit  workmen  do  not  seem  to  have  been 
aware  of  this;  for,  in  digging  t^  foundation, 
they  had  stopped  short  where  there  were  no  letfs 
than  eight  feet  of  this  travelled  earth  between 
them  and  the  natural  solid  soil,  which  in  that 
<iuarter  is  generally  clay.     Another  error  seemis 
to  have  been'  committed  by  Mr.  Mykie  in  not 
raising  the  piers  of  the  bridge  to  a  sufiiclent 
height.    To  remedy  this  defect,  he  piled  an  in»- 
mense  load  of  undigested  earth  upon  the  vaults 
m}d  arches,  in  order  to  raise  the  bridge  to  a  pro^ 
per  level.    The  result  was,  that,  on  the  sd  of 
August  1769,  when  the  work  was  nearly  complet- 
ed, this  part  of  the  bridge  gave  way.    The  great 
mass  of  crude  earth  having  been  swelled  by  the 
rains,  burst  the  side  walls  and  abutments  on  the 
south  end  of  the  bridge.    The  vaults  also  yielded 
to  the  pressure ;  five  people,  who  happened  to  be 
upon  the  spot,  were  buried  in  the  ruins;  and 
eleven  others  considerably  hurt.     Had  the  acci- 
dent happened  a-  quarter  of  an  hour  sooner,  it 
would  have  occasioned  the  loss  of  many  mm-e 
lives ;  for  at  that  time  great  numbers  of  people^ 
'P^re  returning  along  the  bridge  from  the  Orphai 
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Hospital  park,  where  a  methodist  preacher  ha4 
been -haranguing.  The  bridge  was  repau^  by  pul- 
ling down  the  side  walls  in  sothe  parts,  and  re- 
building them  with  chain' bars ;  removing  the  vast 
]nas»  of  earth,  and  supplying  its  place  with  hol- 
low arches,  thrown  between  the  sides  of  the  great 
arches  ;*  by  raising  the  walls  that  went  across  th^ 
bridge  to  an  additional  height,  so  that  the  vaults 
springing  &om  them  might  bring  the  road  to  a 
proper  elevation,  without  much  covering  of  earth ;  ■ 
by  throwing  an  arch  of  relief  over  the  great  south 
arch,  which  was  much  shattered :  and,  as  there 
w^ere  some  rents  in  the  walls,  or  at  least  as  they 
had  departed  from  the  line  at  both  ends  of  tht 
bridge,  the  whole  was  supported  by  very  strong 
buttresses  and  counterforts  at  the  south  end* 
on  each  side  of  the  bridge.  Upon  these  houses 
are  erected,  which  form  a  street  a  considerable 
Way  along  the  bridge.  At  the  north  end  there  is 
only  one  counterfort,  on  the  east  side.  The  ex- 
pence  of  completing  the  whole  amounted  to 
about  18,0001.  Sterling.  • 

The  North  Bridge  consists  of  three  great  central 
arches,  with  several  smaller  ones  at  each  end^  of 
the  following  dimensions:  width  of  the  three 
great  arches,  t9  feet  each ;  breadth  or  thickness 
ef  the  piers,  13f  each ;  width  of  the  small  arches 
^  fe^  each.    The  total  length  of  the  piers  and 
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arclie&ls  sio  feetj  and  the  whole  length  of  the 
bridge,  from  the  High  Street  to  Princes  Street,  is 
1135  feet.  The  height  of  the  great  arches,  from 
the  top  of  the  parapet  to  the  hise,  ia  68  fieet  ^  the 
.breadth  of  the  bridge  within  the  wall  oyer  the 
arches  is  40  feefe ;  and  the  breaUlth  at  eauiih  end 
^  feet*  On  the  western  ude.  of  the  bridge  and 
at  the  northern  termination  of  the  buildings 
stands  the  General  Post>Qfiice  for  Scotland,  a 
neat  plain  building,  with  a  suitable  number  of 
apartments  for  carrying  on  the  business,  and  a 
house  for  the  secretary. 

The  South  BrUlgSf  thrown  over  the  street  nam- 
ed the  Cowgate,  which  lies  in  the  valley  on  the 
southern  side  of  the  central  hill,  is  in  the  same 
line  with  the  North  Bridge.    The  Cowgate  not 
being  so  low  as  the  North  IfOcht  this  bridge  is  on 
that  account  less  elevated.    To  a  strai^ger  the 
existence  of  the  bridge  is  not  very  af^^acent* 
Jkautifiil  rows  of  elegant  buildings  extend  the 
iwhole  length  of  it  \  and  were  it  not  that  an  open« 
ing  is  left  at  the  central  arch  over  the  Cowgate^ 
where  that  street  is  seen  at  a  distance  below,  it 
would  present  nothing  but  the  ajq^arapce  of  a 
handsome  street. 

To  form  this  bridge,  which  is^  now  the  princi- 
pal line  of  commumcation  across  the  ciXyh^m. 
north  to  southi  the  lane^  called  fiiddiy'^  wynd^ 
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Merlin'g,  and  Peebles  wynds,  were  pulled  down  j 
and,  among  others,  one  of  the  oldest  stone  build* 
ings  in  Edinburgh  was  at  this  time  removed. 
This  was  the  house  in  which  queen  Mary  lodged 
the  'flight  after  the  battle  of  Carberry-hilL  It 
was  then'  the  house'  of  sir  Simon  Preston  of 
Craigmillar,  lord  iVovost  of  Edinburgh. 
•"  The  fotindation  stone  of  this  bridge  was  laid 
on  Uie  Ist  of  August  1785.  The  bridge,  consist^ 
ing'of  twenty-two  arches,  was  built;  the  old 
houses*  were  removed,  elegant  new  houses  on 
both  sides  were  finished;  tKe  shops  occupied; 
and  the  street*  opened  for  carnages  in  March 
•1788 ;  an  operation  of  astonishing  celerity,  when 
ieitiier  the  magnitude  of  the  undertaking,  or  the 
elegance  of  its  execution  is  considered* 

In  digging' the  foundation  of  the  central  pier  of 
tbe  bridge.  Which  was  no  less  than  22  feet  deep, 
many  coins  of  Edward  1, 11,  and  III,  were  found. 
The* old  buildings  which  were  taken  away  to 
make  room  for  this  publid  work,  were  purchased 
at  a  trifling  cost,  their  value  being  fix^d  upon  by- 
verdicts  of  juries,  while  the  areas  on  which  they 
stood  were  sold  by  the'  cky  to  erect  new  build- 
ings on  each  ^e  of  the  bridge  for  so,oool.  It 
has  been  remarked,  that,  on  this  occasion,  the 
-ground  sold  higher  in  Edinburgh  than  perhaps 
^ver  was  known  in  any  city,  even  in  Rome,  during 
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its  most  ilouri^mg  times.     Some  of  the  iaitM 
sold  at  the  rate  of  96>000l« /rr  statute  acre| 
others  at  IO99OOOL  per  ditto  \  and  some  eveti 
as  high  as  l50>oool.^racre. 

At  smne  distance  to  the  eastward  of  the  eii^ 
trances  to  the  Noith  and  South  Bridges,  the 
High  Street  is  suddenly  contracted  to  neatly  one 
half  of  its  breadth.  This  division  of  it  takes  th^ 
name  of  Netherbow,  from  the  city  wall  having 
formerly  had  an  arched  gate  or  bow  at  tbit  place. 

Here  the  central  hill  is  again  crossed  by  two 
streets,  the  one  diverging  to  the  south  bein|^ 
named  St  Mary's  wynd,  the  other  going  d6wti 
the  hill  to  the  northward,  Leith  wynd.  6<;fons 
the  erection  of  the  bridges,  these  lanes  formed 
the  principal  commuikicafioii  of  the  city  witk 
the  north  and  south  districts;  and  that  of  Leitli 
,,wynd  formed  the  «ntnaee  to  the  suluM^b  of  the 
Calton, 

The  main  street  from  these  lanes  down  to  the 
palace  oi  Holyroodhouse,  assumes  the  name  jof 
Canongate.  The  buildings  in  this  quarter  are 
inferior  to  those  of  the  upper,  part  of  the  Higk 
Street;  but  there  are  two  handsome  modem 
streets,  which  cross  it  at  right  angles  $  the  one 
called  St  John's  Street,  njnning  towaitls  the 
south  i^  the  otber>  naioed  New  Street,  towards 
the  north. 
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Nearly  in  the  middle  of  UieCaiioQgate»  oft  t!i^ 
north  sides  stands  the  town-house  and  prison  of 
this  suburb  |  and  a  little  £uther  down  on  the 
same  side,  stands  the  church,  an  ancient  Gothic 
buUdiiig,  in  the  form  of  a  cross*  The  palace  of 
HolyToodhou8e»  and  the  rUins  of  the  adjacent 
abbey,  from  the  termination  of  the  dty  in  this 
direction*.  In  this  division  of. the  town  there 
formerly  stood  two  crosses,  in  the  middle  of  the 
street ;  the  one  called  St.  John's  cross ;  the  other 
the  Girth  cross,  so  named  from  its  being  the 
boundary  of  the  sanctuary  of  Holyroodhouse. 
It  was  at  the  last  of  these  that  the  gaUant  mar- 
quis  of  Montrose  met  his  fiite*  Both  crosses 
have  been  long  removed,  bat  their  site  is  marked 
by  a  stellated,  anangemenjt  of  the  causeway 
rtone9* 

The  Southern  Dhtriet  of  the  dty  occupies  the 
rising  ground  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  central 
ridge*  The  buildings  in  this  quarter  contain  a 
mixture  of  the  ancient  and  modem  styles  of 
building.  The  suburbs  called  Potter-row  and 
Pleasance  are  of  the  former  description;  the 
^  fine  new  squares  called  George's  Square,  Brown's 
^uare,  and  Argyle  Square,  are  of  the  latter. 

At  the  southern  extremity  of  the  South  Bridget 
in  a  street  which  extends  to  the  eastward,  are 
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litaated  the  commodious  edifices  of  the  Ro^^l 
Infirmary  and. High  School ;  and  not  far  froin  iU 
in  the  South  Bridge  Street,  stands  the  great  unfi- 
nished building,  of  the  University. 

In  a  line  with  the  South  Bridge  runs  a  fine 
street  c^led  Nicolson*s  Streets  On  the  westward 
of  this  street  zHe  several  spacious  squares,  of  late 
erection ;  and  in  this  quarter  are  also  va- 
rious hospitals  and  charitable  institutions,  of 
elegant  ancient  aiid  modem  architecture.  Be-^ 
yond  these  is  a  suburb,  composed  in  general  of 
very  mean  buildings,  called  Portsbu^gh,  from  its 
vicinity  t<5  the  western  gate  of  the  city.  On  the 
eastern  side  of .  Nicolson's  Street  are  several 
small  squares  and  streets ;  and  the  city  on  this 
side  is  terminated  by  the  ancient  suburb  called 
the  Pleasance.    ' 

Though  the  buildings  in  this  division  of  the  city 
tre  less  elegant  than  those  in  the  northern  quar- 
ter, and  not  built  with  such  a  regard  to  unifor- 
mity; yet  in  a  city  where  stone  buildings  are 
less  common  than  in  Edinburgh,  the  edifices  in 
this  quarter  would  perhaps  make  a  figure  not  aL 
little  conspicuous. 

The  Northern  disftrict  of  the  city,  generally  cal-». 
led  the  Ne<w  Town,  was  first  projected  in  1 752  ; 
but  the  magistrates  at  that  time  being  uriible  tcJ 
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procure  an  extension  of  the  royalty,  llie  executioii 
oftlje  design  was  suspended  untiJthe  year  1767^ 
la  that  year  an  act  of  parliament  was  obtained, 
by  which  the  royalty  was  extended  over  the  fields 
to  tiie  northward  of  the  city  j  and  the  plan  of  the 
present  buildings?  was  designed  by  Mr.  James 
Craig  aitihltect,  and  adopted  by  the  magistrates. 
According  to  this  plan,  a  canal  was  to  be  made 
through  the  Nbrth  Loch,  and  the  northern  bank 
of  it  was  to  be  laid  out  in  terraces.  A  consider- 
able number  of  gentlemen,  on  the  faith  of  this 
plan,  with  regard  to  the  proposed  canal,  accord- 
ioglj  erected  elegant  houses  on  the  spot  fronting 
the  projected  undertaking.  The  magistrates,  in 
the  mean  time,  had  thought  proper  to  alter  this 
design,  and  feued  out  the  ispot  intended  for  the 
canal  and  terraces,  and  a  number  of  mean  irre^ 
l^ular  buildings,  and  wofk-houses  for  tradesmen, 
were  built.  -  This  deviation  was  by  the  pro- 
prietors of  the  houses  in  the  New  Town  imme* 
diately  complained  of;  but  as  the  magistrateii 
showed  no  inclination  to  grant  any  redress,  a  pro-' 
secutlon  was  commenced  against  them  before  the 
court  of  session.  In  that  court  the  cause  waS! 
given  against  thepursuers5  who  thereupon  appeal- 
ed to  the  House  of  Lords.  Here  the  decision  of 
the  court  of  session  was  reversed,  and  the  cause- 
remitted  to  the  consideration  of  their  lordships^ 
H 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


8« 

At  length,  after  an  expensive  contest,  matteW 
were  accommodated  between  the  parties,  tUp 
principal  basis  of  this  accommodation  was,  th^t 
some  part  of  the  ground  was  to  be  laid  out  itn 
terraces  and  a  canal ;  but  the  time  of  dispoftingp 
of  it  in  that  manner  was  reserved  to  the  lord  Prei. 
sident  of  the  coiut  of  session,  and  the  lord  ChidT 
Baron  of  the  Exchequer.  * 

The  New  Town  may  be  regarded  as  coiisist'- 
ing  of  two  parts :  the  one,  the  New  Town  which 
was  designed  in  1767,  and  which  now  wants  only 
'  a  few  houses  at  the  west^ii  extremity  to  render 
it  complete ;  the  other,  the  additional  buildings 
erected  or  erecting  to  the  east  and  north  of  the 
ibrmer. 

The  first  of  these  divisions,  which  stands  upon 
the  horizontal  ridge  on  the  north  side  of  the  Old 
Town,  is  laid  out  in  the  form  of  a  parallelogram^ 
whose  sides  measure  3,900  feet  by  1,090.  The 
principal  longitudinal  streets  are  three ;  George'a 
Street,  Prince's  Street,  and  Queen's  Street. 
George's  Street  extends  along  the  centre  of  the 
New  Town  and  divides  it  into  two  equal  parts. 
This  street,  which  is  1  i^feet  broad,  has  no  rival  in 
Europe,  or  perhaps  in  the  world,  for  the  ^n- 
deur  of  its  appearance,  the  elegance  of  its  archi- 
tecture, or  its  exact  uniformity.  It  is  terminated 
m)  the  east  end  by  a  beautiful  square,  called  St.  Ao^ 
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^Ki^ft.S^uare ;  and  on  the  west  by  another^  of 
siQSt  superb  buildings,  called  Charlotte  Square^ 
7hi8  last  is  not  yet  completed*  On  the  east  side 
^  $t.  Andrew^s  Square,  in  a  recess  frcmi  the  other 
fniilding^s,  stands  an  elegant  edifice,  occupied  au 
gm  office  for  the  £xcise.  On  the  north  side  of 
jGeoi|;^'s  Street  is  an  elegant  church,  with  a  hand- 
tome  spire ;  and  immediately  opposite  is  the  hafi 
<of  the  Roy^l  College  of  Physidans*  Farther 
westward,  on  the  south  side,  stand  the  Assembly 
KoomSf  the  outward  appearance  of  which  does 
^ot  corxeflpond  with  the  elegant  accommodaition 
.within. 

Parallel  to  George's  Street,  forming  the  sides 
of  the  parallelogram,  are  Queen's  Street  and  Prin* 
iCefs  Street;  the  former  a  terrace  overlooking  the 
descending  grounds  on  the  north ;  the  latter  the 
Korth  Loch,  and  having  a  view  of  the  back  part 
43i  the  lofty  buildings  of  the  Old  Town*  There  are 
also  two  other  longitudinal  streets,  named  Thistle 
street  and  Rose  Street,  the  first  running  between 
Queen's  Street  and  George's  Street,  the  second 
between  Prince's  Street  and  George's  Street. 
These  are  built  in  a  style  of  less  elegance,  for  tfce 
accommodationof  shopkeepers  and  others.  Seven 
streets  intersect  the  parallelogram  at  right  angles, 
.  from  Prince's  Street  on  the  south  to  Queen's 
Street  on  the  north. 
'-  -  Ha 
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At  tiie  leastem  end  of  Prince's  $tr^1;«taski^s4]r 
. Ilegister  OfRce,  a  most  superb  building^  ftoi^o^ 
posite  to  it  is  the  Theatre,  a  small  mean  brnkiti^, 
unworthy  of  the  general  grandeur  of  the  Sefitti^ 
metropolis,  *     ' 

'  The  New  Town  was  begun  to  be  buijt  at  &« 
eastern  extremity.  The  architecture  in  thiaquar* 
ter  is  inferior  to  that  of  its  other  parts.  A®  the 
street  proceeds  westward,  however,  the  elejganoc 
of  the  houses  improves,  and  many  of  these  aie 
finished  in  the  best  style  of  mod^n  archit;eqture« 

In  addition  to  the  New  Town,  a  project  ha^ 
recently  been  formed,  of  extending  it  on  the  noii^ 
to  the  Water  of  Leith,  and  eastward  towards  th^ 
town  and  port  of  Leith.  Part  of  this  plan  is  al- 
ready executed,  and  the  remainder  is  rapids- 
going  forward.  That  which  is  finished  is  doni^ 
on  the  same  plan  of  uniformity  with  the  o^^ 
parts  of  the  New  Town,  and,  if  possible^  in  an 
improving  style  of  elegance.  The  outline  of  the 
projected  extension  may  be  seen  in  the  Map  of 
Edinburgh  prefixed  to  the  present  volume. 

Towards  the  east  of  the  parallelogram  the 
ground  rises  gently,  after  which  it  descends  ra- 
pidly towards  the  Calton-hill  on  the  south,  and 
York  Place,  part  of  the  extended  New  Town,  on 
the  nprth#  On  the  top  of  this  rising  ground 
ftt^ds  James's  square^  the  houses  of  whicb^  not 
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l)eiiig  tirotlglit  withlii  the  compass  of  the  plad 
which  regulated  the  other  buildings,  rise  to  a 
great  height. 

At  this  extremity  of  the  town,  the  great  road 
to  the  port  of  Leith  winds  to  the  eastward ;  and^ 
for  a  considerable  way,  on  both  sides,  it  is  bound- 
ed by  elegant  rows  of  buildings.  From  the  ra- 
pidity with  which  these  are  erecting,  it  is  proba- 
ble that,  in  a  few  years,  Edinburgh  will  be  joined 
to  its  sed-port  of  Ldith :  And,  when  the  present 
plans  aie  completed,  the  Scottish  metropolis  will 
undoubtedly  excel,  in  grandeur  of  appearance,  in 
regularity  of  plan,  and  in  elegance  of  architec- 
ture, every  other  city  m  Europe. 

The  extent  of  Edinburgh  from  east  to  west 
18  about  two  English  miles,  and  fropi  north  to 
south  nearly  the  same  distance.  The  circumfe- 
rence of  the  whole  is  upwards  of  eight  miles. 


S3 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


dfli 


ANTIQUITIES, 


UNDER  this  title  it  is  purposed  only  to  give 
an  account  of  such  objects  of  ancient  erec- 
tion as  come  not  under  the  other  general  beads 
of  arrangement.  ^ 


CITY  WALU 

Edinburgh,  for  a  long  series  of  age8»  was  open 
and  defenceless.  Exposed  so  much  to  the  attacks 
of  enemies  from  the  northern  parts  of  the  neigfa^ 
bouring  kingdom,  it  is  rather  remarkable  that  it 
was  not  early  fortified.  But  the  Scottish  princes^ 
in  those  ages,  having  no  fixed  place  of  residence^ 
wh^  enemies  advanced  jnto  the  country  whom 
they  could  not  repel,  retired  to  the  districts  .oF 
their  kingdom  beyond  the  Forth,  and  sought 
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their  safety  among  its  rocks  and  its  mountains^ 
^e  insurn^ountable  barriers  of  nature. 

It  was  not  until  the  reign  of  James  II.  that  the 
design,  of  fortifying  £dinbui;gh  was  first  deter- 
mined  on.  That  prince  granted  the  citizens  a 
charter,  dated  the  30th  of  April  1450,  which  runs 
in  the  following  terms :  *<  Foralsmykle  as  we  are 
informit  be  our?  well  belovettis  the  provost  and 
cpnmiunite  of  Edynburgh,  yat  yai  dreid  the  evil 
and  skeith  of  oure  ennemies  of  England,  we  have 
in  favotu'  of  yame,  and  for  the  zele  and  afFectjoune 
that  we  have  to  the  provost  and  coihmuqite  of- 
oune.said  burgh,  and  for  the  conioune  proflRt, 
gcauntit  to  thaim  full  licence  and  leiif  to  foss^ 
l>ulwark,  wall,  toure,  turate,  and  uther  wais  to 
strength  oure  forsaids  burgh,  in  quhat  maner  of 
wise  or  degree  that  beis  sene  maste  spedefiill  to 
thaim/*  James  also,  at  the  same  time,  to  enable 
the  magistrates  to  carry  the  abpve  design  into 
execution,  empowered  them  to  lay  a  tax  upon 
the  valued  rents  of  all  property  within  the  city 
and  suburbs.  ' 

In  consequence  of  these  grants  a  wall  was 
erected  for  the  security  and  defence  of  the  me- 
tropolis. It  began  at  the  north-east  part  of  Hie 
rock  on  which  the  Castle  is  situated.  At  this 
SJace  a  strong  tower  was  erected,  denonunated 
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die  WelL4io08e  tower  *»  from  ita  Ticifijt^  to  9 
welL  This  building,  the  ruins  of  which  still  re* 
main,  was  entered  on  the  inside  of  the  wall  hj 
two  doorf»  which  led  to  the  first  and  second 
floors.  It  was  of  a  circular  figure ;  and  towards 
the  west  and  north-west  was  perforated  with 
narrow  lights  and  loc^holes  for  defence.  Froi^ 
this  tower  the  wall  extended  eastward  along  the 
•outh  side  of  the  North  Loch,  till  it  came  nearly 
cypposite  to  the  place  where  the  reservoir  for  wa- 
ter now  stands.  Here  it  winded  up  the  hill^  at 
the  top  of  which  it  was  intersected  by  a  gate>  ' 
forming  a  communication  between  the  town  and 
the  castle.  In  going  down  the  opposite  side  of 
the  hilly  the  wall  went  in  an  oblique  direction  to 
the  first  angle  in  the  West-bow,  where  there  wa» 
a  gate  named  the  Upper-bow-port,  to  distinguish 
it  from  the  Nether-bow,  or  eastern  gate  of  the 
city.  One  of  the  iron  hooks  on  which  the  gate 
hung  may  ^till  be  seen  at  this  place. 

From  the  Upper-bow  port,  the  wall  too)c  an 
eastern  direction,  on  the  south  side  of  the  town» 
till  it  came  to  the  lane  called  Gray's  Close.  At 
this  place  was  likewise  a  port  or  gate.  It  thcp, 
tttoqeeded  In  a  north-east  direction,  and  jomed 
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itself  to  the  buildings  on  the  north  «fde  of  thfe 
tilgh  Street.  Another  gate,  which  fomfed  tiit 
prmcipal  entrance  to  the  town  on  the  east,  was 
erected  at  this  place,  called  the  Netherbow-porjJ. 
From  this  port  to  the  foot  of  Leith  wynd,  the 
dty.  wais  defended  by  a  range  of  houses ;  and  oA 
the  north  side  by  the  morass  called  tiw  North 
"LosSif  except  the  spacei  from  the*  foot  of  Leith 
Wynd  to  the  bottom  of  Halkerston's  wynd,  where 
the  Loch  terminated.  How  the  city  was  defend* 
cd  in  this  quarter  does  not  appear. 
*  Soon  after  the  erection  of  this  wall,  a  new 
•treet  seems  to  have  been  formed  in  the  valley  oh 
its  southern  side,  named  the  Cowgate.  In  the 
sixteenth  eentury  this  street  was  inhabited  by  the 
nobility,  the  senators  of  the  college  of  justice, 
and  c^er  persons  of  the  first  dbtinction. 

'  The  extension  of  the  dty,  by  the  addition  of 
this  street  soon  rendered  an  enlaigement  of  the 
fortifications  necessary.  After  the  fatail  battle  of 
Flowden,  accordingly,  the  'town-council  being 
alarmed  for  the  safety  of  the  city;  and  in  parti- 
cnl^  that  part  of  it  of  late  erection  which  lay 
withdUt'th^  waiWy  raised  money  to  erect  a  ram^ 
part  on  the  south  side  of  the  new  buildings. 

This  wgll  begins  at  the  south-east  part  of  the 
rock  on  which  the  Castle  stands.  From  thence 
it  descend  obliquely  to  the  West-port;  thcto 
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«9^eodt  ptxt  of  the  hill  on  the  q>^otite«je  cat* 
led  the  High  Rigg3;  after  which  it  runs  eas^; 
^rardy  with  but  little  variatioa  in  its  couraei  to 
the  Bristo  and  Potterow-ports,  and  irom  thcxwe 
>to  the  Fle^sance.  Here  it  takes  a  nc^therly  di* 
lection  to  the  Cowgate^KMtt  situated  at  the  eas^- 
«rn  extrequty  of  that  street;  and*  asc^ding  the 
^ne  called  St.  Mary'a  wynd,  joins  the  old  town 
.wall  a  little  to  the  south  of  the  Netherbow-port» 
.This  ^all  included  within  its  circuit  the  grouni} 
.on  whidi  the  present  buildings  of  the  Uaiy^t^^ 
the  Infirmary^  and  High  School,  are  elected,  and 
;parta  of  it  may  be  still  seen  in  their  n^hboiir- 
hood* 

In  the  year  1620,  the  con[inion<»coun^.  h^vlqg 

purchased  the  lairds  called  the  High  Riggs,  resol- 

Yed  to  indose  them  likewise  within  tb^  tpim 

:i9ralU     In  consequence  of  th3.  a  new  rampatt 

.was  built,  which  extends  &pin  the  West-pmt  to 

■  the  Society  or  Bristo-port,  including  the^roun^ 

on  which  Heriot's  Hpspital,  and  th^  Chaxi^ 

work^iouse  now  stand.     This  wall,  in  the  past 

of  i^  whi^  runs  up  the  hill  southw^d  jirom.the 

West-port,  and  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Chasi^ 

Work-house  is  still  pretty  entire. 

Although  the  to w^  wall  was  extended,  as  a^ove 
snentione4»  yet  it  being  0ill  i9isufficlent  (or  tip 
r«ecurity  of  the  ^ity^  t^  aH»Qoa-90^ci]t  ia  tlje 
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y«Sr  1650,  agreed  with  one  Murdoch  Walker,  ft 
mason,  to  extend  the  fortificatiorts  by  a  new  wallf 
to  reach  from  Leith  wynd  to  the  eastern  end  of 
the  North  Loch,  with  a  house  at  the  western 
end  for  the  keeper.  Thb  addition  to  the  wall.  In 
a  place  where  the  town  wjw  formerly  exposed^ 
completed  the  fortifications,  and  Edinburgh  waft 
at  that  time  defended,  in  its  whole  circumference^ 
by  a  pretty  strong  rampart.  This  part  of  the 
wan  had  two  small  postern  gates,  one  near  thitf 
College  Church,  and  the  other  at  Halkerston^i 
wynii« 

The  ports  or  gates  in  the  original  and  first 
erected  wall  of  Edinburgh  were  four  in  number. 
That  on  the  Castle-hill  was  pulled  down  on  the 
cictenaion  of  the  wall  which  included  the  Cow* 
gate;  the  one  in  the  West-bow  stood  for  a  much 
longer  time,  and  was  only  removed  about  the  be- 
^ning  of  the  last  century.  The  two  other  ports 
were  Hie  Netherbow-port,  and  that  in  Gray's 
Close,'  the  latter  of  which  seems  never  to  have 
been  of  much  importence. 
'  In  the  last  extended  wall,  the  gates  were  nine 
in  number.  Of  the  most  conspicuous  only  of 
these  we  shall  take  particular  notice. 

The  West  Port  or  gate,  which  receives  its  name 
from  its  situation  at  the  western  extremity  of  the 
'^fi  9t0od  at  the  lower  end  of  the  Ora^niarl^et^ 
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in  the  valley  between  the  Castle-iiill  on  the  nor^ 
and  4;hat  of  the  High  Riggs  on  the  south,  v  It 
was  erected  about  the  year  15149  aud  still  retain* 
its  ancient  name.  Though  the  gate  itsdf  is  now 
removed)  yet  the  wall  on  bot^  sides  may  be  seen. 
Though  this  entrance  lie  the  roads  to  the  soutb- 
em»  western,  and  northern  parts  of  the  kingdom^ 
Without  the  wall,  in  this  quarter,  is  a  lai*ge  su- 
burb called  Portsburgh,  of  which  the  magistrates 
of  Edinburgh  are  superiors. 
,  Bristo  Pert^r-To  the  south-seist  of  the  West- 
port  stands  that  of  Bristo,  so  denominated  from  • 
the  present  suburb  of  this  name.  At  its  firet 
erection  in  I515»itwas  from  its^  vicinity  to  the 
monastery  of  Greyfriars  called  the  Greyfriars-iport;r 
aferwards,  at  the  erection  of  the  Society  of  brew- 
ers in  its  neighbourhood,  it  received  the  name  of 
the  Society-port ;  and  at  last  the  name  which  it 
now  holds.  The  suburb  of  Bristo  anciently  went 
by  the  name  of.  Gallpwgate  i  but  at  what  period^ 
or  on  what  account  its  name  was  changed,  is  not 
now  known. 

.  The  Potter'rexw.Port  is  situated  a  little  to  the 
eastward  of  the  Bristo-port.  It  was  at  first 
known  by  the  name  of  the  Kirk  of  Field  port^, 
§-om  its  vicinity  to  the'  Collegiate  church  of  St. 
Mary  in  the  Field-  Afterwards  it  went  by  the 
name  of  Str^  Mary's  portfrom  the  saidchurch  ;  ^ 
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aadit  received  its  present  name  ^m  a  pottery, 
.or  mani^cture  of  earthem  ware,  being  establish- 
ed in  its  neighbourhood. 

The  Cowgate  Port  stood  a  considerable  way  to 
the  north  east  of  the  Potter-row-port,  at  the  foot 
of  the  stseet  called  the  Cowgate.  It  was  erected 
about  the  year  1516,  and  still  retains  its  first 
name. 
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'  At  a  short  dlsfcaiice  nortliwat^  ttam  th6  Co«p^ 
"Ifate-porty  on  the  top  of  the  hill,  stood  the  Ne- 
therbow-porty  so  called  irom  its  sitnation  9t  the 
^eastern  and  lower  end  of  the  city.'  The  first  port 
or  gate  of  this  name  stood  at  the  bottom  of  the 
liigh  Street,  at  the  place  where  it  begiasto  con* 
%act  ih  its  width.  This  original  port)  ttandiac^ 
«o  far  in  an  area  within  the  wall,  not  being  eoii>- 
'irenient  for  defence,  was  pulled  down,  and  anew 
one  built  by  the  adherents  of  queen  Mary,  in  the 
year  I57r.  This  second  gate  was  also  cemoved^ 
iind  in  1609  the  late  handsome  building  was  erec« 
ted,  a  little  to  the  east  of  the  fanner. 

In  the  proceedings  which  followed  the  e^^ecu- 
tlon  of  captain  Porteous  by  the  populace  in  1.7de» 
this  port  was,  by  a  bill  passed  in  the  House  pf 
Lonls,  ordered  to  be  demolished,  and  the  city 
^  laid  open  on  that  side.  But  representations  being 
made  in  tlie  House  of  Commons  against  the  bill, 
the  Netherbow-port  at  this  time  escaped  demo* 
lition.  It  was  removed,  however,  by  ordor  of  the 
magistrates,  in  1794,  being  thought  too  much  to 
incumber  the  street.-  This  port,  of  which  &£• 
gure  is  annexed,  was  the  most  beautiful  of  any 
of  the  city  gates.  It  consisted  of  two  floors,  and 
was  surmounted  with  a  handsome  spire.  Though 
the  architecture  was  of  an  inferior  kind  to  what 
the  metropolis  can  now  boast  of,  yet  the  poit 
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f&rmcdf  feoBL  iu  skuatioiiy  a  ccnnderMe  onuu 
ment  to  tlie  city :  And  one  cannot  help  feeling  « 
r^ict  at  the  removal  of  a  monument*  which 
not  only  exhibited  the  taste  of  our  ancestors^ 
hut  afforded  an  opportunity  of  contrasting  pre^ 
tent  with  ibnner  times.  Through  this  gate  laf 
tile  roads  to  this  eastern  and  northern  parts  of 
tiie- kingdom* 

The  other  ports  or  gates  of  Edinburgh  were 
of  smaller  ske^  and  not  IQ  fiuich  frequented  as 
/Uiose  just  nEientionoL  At  thf  £pot  of  Leith  wynd 
was  ^  gate  known  by  th»  iiame  of  thrXWM  Wynd 
Portf  and  adjacent  ^o  it  is  9  wicket,  giving  access 
to  the  Trinity  Chuich  and  Hospita])  which  still 
reniains.  At  the  foot  of  the  lane  called  Halker- 
ston's  wynd  wns  anoth^t  wl^ichf  ^  well  as  the 
lbrmfer»  was  built  about  the  year  iSfiO*  Both  of 
.'these  were  pufled  down  some  years  ^o ;  the 
otiiers  noticed  above  were  removed  in  1785. 

A  sma}I  arched  gate,  at  the  bottom  of  the  Ca* 
nongate^  and  which  gave  entrance  to  that  suburb^ 
is  stin  standing.    It  is  known  by  the  name  of  the 
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CROSS  OF  EDINBURGH. 

Edinburgh  Cross  was  an  ancient  structure  of 
an  octagonal  form.  It  was  composed  of  Gothic 
and  Orecian  architecture,  and  measured  sixteen 
feet  diameter,  and  fifteen  in  height,  exclusive  of 
a  column  which  rose  from  the  middle.  This 
cross  is  conjectured  to  have  been  built  about  the 
latter  end  of  the  reign  of  queen  Elizabeth.  A 
€mall  Ionic  pillar  ornamented  each  comer  from 
the  base,  on  the  top  of  which  projected  a  kind 
pf  drjcular  bastionsi  with  modem  archer  betwj^q 
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tliem.  The  city  snns  were  placed  oiwr  the  top 
of  the  arch  which  faced  the  east ;  and  over  the 
other  there  were  as  many  heads,  cut  in  the  form 
of  medallions,  as  was  the  town  anns ;  but  the 
heads  appeared  to  be  of  much  older  workman* 
ship  than  any  other  part  of  the  i^ric.  It  cannot 
now  be  di^overed  whom  these  heads  were  de* 
signed  to  rqpresent;  but  the  Gothic  barbarity 
with  which  they  were  executed  bears  the  appear* 
«nce  of  the  lower  empire*  The  entry  to  the 
building  was  by  a  door  facing  the  east,  froni 
which  a  stair  led  up  to  the  platfo^  on  the  top. 
From  the  centre  of  the  platform  rose  a  column  of 
a  single  stone,  twenty^one  feet  high,  andeighteeo 
inches  ^ameter,  curiously  q;>angled  with  tlustles» 
and  ornamented  on  the  top  with  a  Corinthian  ca* 
pital ;  above  this  there  was  a  unicorn,  very  well 
executed  in  stone. 

This  building  was  pulled  down  in  the  year 
1756,  on  account  of  its  incommoding  the  street* 
The  middle  pillar  is  still  preserved  in  the  plea, 
sure  grounds  at  Drum,  four  miles  east  from  Edin* 
bui:gh,  on  the  road  leading  to  Dalkeith ;  and 
four  of  the  heads  are  in  the  tower  built  by  the 
late  Mr.  Walter  Ross,  at  Deanhaugh,  Stock« 
bridge.  One  of  them  has  a  casque ;  another  is 
crowned  with  a  wreath  resembling  a  turban ;  the 
tiiixd  has  its  hair  turned  upwards,  with  the  eQd» 
I « 
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standing  out  like  points  from  the  back  part,  and 
lias  over  the  shoulder  a  twisted  staff,  as  if  intend- 
for  a  sceptre.  The  fourth  resembles  the  head  of 
a  woman,  with  folds  of  linen  artlessly  wrapt 
round  it.     * 

At  this  cross  formerly  all  public  proclamations 
were  issued,  and  rejoicings  held.  It  was  the 
place  where  titled  criminals  suffered  the  punish- 
ment due  to  their  crimes.  Here  also  merchants 
aod  others  met  on  the  market-days  to  transact 
their  business :  and,  though  a  more  commodious 
place  has  been  since  erected  by  the  magistrates 
of  the  city  for  this  purpose,  (the  Exchange),  yet, 
either  through  the  force  of  habit  or  attachment  to 
the  place,  the  merchants  still  continue  to  meet 
pn  the  radiated  pavement  Which  marks  the  site 
of  the  ancient  Crbss. 

In  the  suburb  of  the  Canongate  there  formerly 
stood  two  crosses,  both  of  which  have  been  long 
since  removed.  One  of  these,  however,  consist- 
ing of  a  small  column  on  a  base  of  a  few  circular 
steps,  is  erected  against  the  wall  of  the  Canon- 
gate  Town-house,  and  serves  the  purpose  of  a 
pillory  for  that  district.* . 

Among  the  antiquities  of  Edinburgh  may  be 
mentioned  the  house  of  the  great  Scottish  re- 
former John  Knox.  It  stands  on  the  north  side 
of  the  foot  of  the  High  Street,  and,  projecting  m- 
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fp  the  street,  reduces  it  nearly  one  half  of  its 
width.  On  the  front  to  the  west  is  a  figure  in 
alto  relie*voy  pointing  up  with  its  finger  to  a  ra-.' 
jdiated  stone,  en  which  is  sculptured  the  name  or 
Ihe  Divinity  in  three  different  languages ;  j 

D^US 
GOD 

Whether  the  figure  is  meant  to  represent  the 
Teformer  himself,  or  not,  is  not  known ;  but  who- 
ever it  is,  he  seems  to  have  been  hardly  used, 
part  of  the  stone  on  which  it  is  executed, 
b«ng  broken  off  either  by  accident  or  design. 
The  edifice  itself  is  one  of  the  oldest  stone  houses 
in  Edinbun^li.  As  in  the  course  of  the  imprqve- 
ments  of  the  city  this  building  will  in  a.  few  years 
peihaps  be  removed,  it  is  to  be  wished  tha^  ^th^ 
sculptured  stones  could  be  preserved,  in  memoiy 
pf  a  man,  who,  whatever  were  his  faults,  by  his 
bold  eloquence,  and  undaunted  conduct,  pulled 
down  the  fabric  of  a  superstition  which  ha4 
ishackled  the  mind  for  a^es. 
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ROMAN  SCULPTURE. 

Immediately  opposite  to  the  house  of  the  Re* 
Ibnner,  on  the  south  side  of  the  street,  and  in  the 
fipont  wall  of  a  house,  are  two  heads  inaito  relU'- 
^fOt  supposed  by  antiquaries  to  be  of  Roman 
tcttlpture.  Between  the  heads,  op  a  square  tab* 
letf  is  engraven  the  following  xuscriptign : 

3n  •  lutnKt 
Uttlt^mifie 
ttti» .  {latie 
niio-    6  3 

^  In  smhre  'vuittu  tm  vesceris  pane.  Anne — ** 
From  this  inscription  many  have  been  led  to  sufK 
pb8e»  that  these  figures  were  intended  to  repro* 
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sent  the  first  pair  ♦ ;  but  this  is  now  generally  be- 
lieved to  be  a  piistake,  t^e  middle  stone  tablet, 
dh  which  is  the  inscription,  being  discovered  to 
tsive  been  ineerted  at  a  periodaJong  subsequent 
to  that  in  which  the  igures  arc  supposed  to  have 
beeaitatQed.    These  heads  were  formerly  in  the 
walKoC  a  house  on  the  north  ade  of  Jthe  street^ 
•over  the  ^oqr  of  a  bake;r's  shop*    From  whence 
thqf  canoe  before  that  period  isnot  J:nown.    But 
t6e  honest  baker»  whose  reading  in  history  ex« 
l^adjsd  not  perhaps  much  farther  than  the  Sacred 
Vblumey  and  probably  supposing  them  to  be  re- : 
presentations  of  Adam  and  Eve,  might  have  ad- ' 
ded  .thi»'hi8cription  in  allusicm  to  his  trade.    Th|^ 
sctdpture  of  these  figures  is  unconmionly  fine  j  ; 
and  they.qie  ^tot^tctwed  by  antiquaries  to  be  h 
likenesses  .of  the  Roman  emperc^:  Severusy  and 
his4x>ns«rt  Jiulia*  firem  their  i^seodbEhaice  tp-^the 
heads  on  the  ccnns  of  that  prinpe. 

At  the  bottom  of  the  lane  called  Blaekfriars 
wyndy  and  at  the  south-east  comer,  stood  ^e 
house  of  cardinal  Beaton^  a  tmteted  remnant  of 
which  is  still  to  be  seen.  There  are,  be^es  in 
Edinburgh,  various  remains  of  ancient  Romish 
chapels  and  religious  houses ;  but  none  of  these 
i^^uire pacticiilar description.    .  •,       ,  ^% 

.  ^  ;Qcil.  iii«  Z^v^/a  ttf  sweat  of  tbj  fact  skultilou  ^ 
tread.  \.  ' 
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There  walebing  high  the  le^llb|iM»     w . 

Thy  rough  rude  foitisss  glems  a^| 
Like  some  bold  vet'ran,  grey  m  4rn(i8|^ 

And  mark'df  with  many  a  seaniy  scar: 
'The  ponderous  wall  aind  massy  Imu*^'  ' 

Grim  rising  o'er  the  ruiffi^  raclc  |. 
Halve  oft  withstood  ass^iqg  w;ary 

And  oft  repelPd  the  invaders  shock. 

Burns* 


THE  Castle  of  Edinburgh  is  situated  on  the 
western  and  rugged  extremity  of  the  central 
hiil  •n  which  the  ancient  part  of  the  city  is  built. 
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'As  before  obserred,  it  is  8q>anrted  from  the 
imildings  of  the  city  by  a  space  of  about  35d 
feet  in  length'  and  dOO  in  breadth.  The  area  of 
the  rock  on  which  the  Castte  stands  measures 
about  ^ven  English  acres.  It  is  elevated  89« 
feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea,  and  is  accessible 
only  on  the  eafftera  side^  a}l  tlieothe]».being  near* 
ly  perpendicular. 

At  the  western  tenoibation  of  tlie  Castle-hill  Is 
the  outer  bacrier  of  the  Castle,  formed  of  strong 
pallisad&es.  Beyond  this  is  a  dry  ditch,  with  4 
<haiiMifidge  and  gatej  which  is  defended  on  the 
Jj|i^  by  two  smalt  batteries.  A  half-moon^ 
PlNmted  with  twelve^  eighteen,  and  twenty-four 
potties,  commands  the  whole.  Within  the 
gate  is  a  gaanWoom,  and  a  ireaervoir  lately  erec- 
ted to  supply  the  garrison  with  w^ter.  Beyond 
these,  on  a  road  winding  upwards^  towards  the 
north,  are  two  gateways,  the  first  of  which  is 
very.4trong,  and  has  two  portcullises.  A  little 
froni  the  gateway,  to  the  right,  is  a  battery, 
mounted  with  brass  guns,  near  which  there  are 
6t<»e-house8  €or  gun^arria^es,  and  other  tmple- 
menfts  of  artillery.  On  the  north  is  a  grand 
store-room  and  arsenal,  which,  together  with  the 
Mher  magazmes  in  the  fort,  are  capable  of  cop* 
taining  upwards  of  so^ooo  stand  of  arms.  In  ad« 
dHioQ  to  these  there  are  several  other  batteries  tf 
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d^exeot  pMs  of  the  circunfiference  of  t^eraoi- 
part  or  wall  by  which  the  brow  of  the  rock  k  en- 
'  curcled.  But  the  fortifications  of  the  Castle  cor- 
reload  with  none  of  the  rules  of  art^  being  buik 
accoa^ding  to  the  irregular  form  of  the  precipice 
on  which  they  stand. 

•  The  higjbest  part  of  the  Castle^  which  is  to- 
wards the  south-east,  consists  of  a  number  of 
houses  in  the  fofOk  of  ^  square^  affordiog  a  parade 
for  mustering  and  exercising  the  soldiers.  These 
houses  a?e  chiefly  laid  out  in  barracks  for  the  ac- 
commodation of  the  officers^  The  buUdiogs  on  the 

,east  side  of  the  square  were  tomerly  us^  as  fhe 
royal  apartments.  These  a|>artment8are.of  consi- 
derable antiquity ;  and,  from  the  dsite  1556  appear- 
ing in  the  front  wall,  seem  to  have  been  either 
buih  or  repaired  at  thai  period..  In  a  small  room 
€>Q  the- ground  floor  in  the  south-east  o&rmat-  of 
the  edifice  was  Mary  queen  of  Scots  delivered, 
June  19,  .1566,  of  her  only  soa  Jamesi  VI^  after- 
wards James  I.  of  England,  a  prince  whose  birth 
was  fottuftate  for  the  whole  island,  asr  in  hia  per- 
son the  crowns  of  two  nationsi  who  had  opposed 

jeach  other  from  the  earliest  ages,  were  at-  last 
■united..  In  another  apartment  in  this  quarter  ace 
said    to   be    deposited    the    Scottish    regalia. 

-  Thete,  consisting  of  the  crown,  the  sceptre,,  and 

*and  the  sword  of  state,  were  placed  here  on  the 
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•feth  of  March  Iftil.  Whether  they  now  exist 
In  this  place  is  unceit^n,  as  they  have  never 
been  seen  by  any  perdoii  since  that  period.  A 
few  years  ago,  several  gentlemen  visited  the 
apartment  with  a  design  to  inspert  the  regalia, 
but  for  some  reason  or  other  stopped  short'  in 
theh*  ne'st^&tJh.  From  these  circumstances  it  is 
conjectured  that  they  may  have  been  removed  to 
tiOndon^  altiiough  by  the  instrument  and  protest 
made  at  the  lodging  of  them  in  this  place,  they 
Could  not  be  removed  from  Scotland,  nor  even  to 
iany  other  part  of  that  kingdom,  without  previous 
intimation  being  made  to  the  earl  MarischaU 
'  The  pariiament  house  was  formerly  included  in 
the  great  square  on  the  top  of  the  Castle ;  and 
the  royal  gardens  were  sitftated  in  the  marrfi 
aftervvards  called  the  North  Loch.  The  king's 
'stables  "were  bn  the  south  side,  where  the  houses 
Still  Vetain  the  name,  and  the  place  to  the  south- 
west, where  the  bams  were  established,  is  known 
by  the  name  of  the  Caistle-bams. 

The  castle  of  iBdinburgh  being  a  place  of  little 
'strength,  is  principally  used  as  a  station  for  sol- 
diers. But  the  bid  barracks  not  being  sufficient 
to  accommodate  the  number  thought  necessary 
to  be  stationed  in  this  part  of  the^  kingdom,  a 
large  range  of  new  barracks  was  begun  to  be 
built  on  the  south-west  side  in  1796,  sufficient  to 
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quarter  about  one  thousand  men.  A  jspire  and 
.  clock  was  also  erected  on  one  of  the  old  buildings 
in  1*795.  Though  the  new  barracks  are  designed 
with  sufficient  taste,  and  perhaps  on  the  best  plan 
for  the  accommodation  of  the  soldiers,  yet  the 
picturesque  effect  of  the  ancient  buildings  of  the 
Castlej  when  seen  from  the  west,  is  much  hurt  by 
these  new  erections.  Before  these  were  built, 
the  Castle  of  Edinburgh  presented  as  fine  a  view- 
to  the  lover  of  picturesque  beauty,  as  was  per- 
.  haps  any  where  to  be  met  with.  But  this  effect 
is  now  very  jmuch  destroyed  by  the  contrast  of 
the  plain  and  ponderous  new  buildings,  with  the 
turreted  remains  of  the  architecture  of  our  ances- 
tors. 

.  Edinburgh  Castlt  has  a  governor,  generally  a 
.  Scottish  nobleman,  a  deputy-governor  who  re- 
sides in  tlie  garrison,  a  fort-n^ajor,  a  store-keeper, 
master-gunner  and  chaplain.  With  its  present 
.  extended  buildings  it  can  accommodate  upwards 
of  2000  men. 

The  antiquity  of  the  Castle  is  at  least  equal  to 
.  that  of  the  city,  and  perhaps  the  security  derived 
from  the  protection  of  the  one,  might  have  been 
the  chief  cause  which  gave  rise  to  the  other.  A 
situation  like  this  must  have  been  occupied  ^s  s^ 
|ftro|ig-liold  from  the  earliest  tinges. 
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.^  In  the  first  account  of  a  fortress  here,  the  rock 
U  by  Hector  Boece  called  the  Hili  of  Agnei^ 
whence  some  have  inferred,  that  the  town  did 
not  at  that  time  exist,  or  was  not  then  of  sufB* 
cient  consequence  to  give  name  to  the  spot.  It 
18  also  supposed,  that  the  Agnes  here  mentioned 
was  a  saint  of  that  name,  and  therefore,  that  this 
account  does  not  carry  the  antiquity  farther  back 
than  the  Christian  sera.  But  the  many  fictions 
of  Boece  prevent  much  reliance  being  placed  on 
his  authority.  .  Long  aftd*  this,  according  to  For- 
doun,  this  castle  was  called  Castrum  Puellarum^ 
from  the  daughters  of  the  Pictish  kings  and  chiefs 
being  kept  and  educated  there,  as  being  a  place 
of  security  in  these  barbarous^times*  From  its 
height  it  was  also  styled  the  Winged  Castle.  But» 
passing  these  definitions  and  conjectures,  which 
if  true  could  only  gratify  a  foolish  national  pride, 
or  perhaps  please  a  credulous  antiquary,  we  are 
inclined  to  refer  its  origin  to  the  same  source 
with  that  which  we  have  stated  as  the  most  pro- 
bable opinion  concerning  the  origin  of  the  city 
itself. 

The  first  historical  fact  concerning  this  castle 
is  found  in  Fordoun,  who  relates,  that,  in  the 
year  1093  it  was  besieged  by  Donald  Bane,  bro- 
ther to  king  Malcolm,  assisted  by  the  Norwegian 
monarch*  In  the  year  1174,  king  William  I.  o^ 
K2 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


Scotland^  surnamed  the  Liooi  beiag  taken  |Mri* 
8oner  by  the  English  in  the  neighbouirhocxi  of 
^Inwickj  his  subjects  purchased  his  fireedom  by 
surrendering  the  independency  of  his  kingdom.. 
Many  hostages^  and  spme  of  the  chief  garrisons, 
among  the  Utter  this  castle,  were  delivered  to 
king  Henry  U.  as  pledges  fo^  the  performance  of 
the  treaty ;  but  on  the  marriage  of  William  with 
Ermengarde,  cousin  t9  the  king  of  England,  Edin- 
burgh Castle  was  given  back  98  a  dpw^  to  that 
queen. 

In  1239  Alexander  III.  wa^  betrothed  to  the 
daughter  of  king  Henry  IH,  of  England,  and  the 
young  queen  had  this  castle  assigned  for  her  re- 
sidence. 

During  the.  contest  for  the  crown  between 
Bruce  and  Baliol,the  castle  was,  in  1296,  besieg- 
ed and  taken  by  the.  English,  and  it  remained  in 
their  possession  near  twenty  years ;  but  it  was, 
in  1.313,  recovered  by  Sir  Thomas  Randolph,  earl 
of  Murray,  lyhen  king  Robert  Bruce  caused  it, 
and  the  other  fortresses  ^pecovere^  from  the  Eng^ 
lish,  to  be  demolished,  that  they  might  not  again 
be  occupied  by  them  in  any  future  incursions. 
It  was  in  ruins  in  1336,  when  it  served  for  the  re-» 
treat  of  part  of  the  count  of  Namur's  forces,  de- 
feated by  the  earl  qf  Murray,  who  held  it  but  one. 
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*'kJtig  Edwdrd  HI.  on  his  way  irom  Perth  in  his 
tetikrA  to  England,  visited  Edinburgh  Castie,  and 
gave  orders  for  its  being  rebuiH,  and  for  placing 
a  strong  garrison  in  it..  It  was  nererthelessi  hi 
>  134 1,  surprised  by  William  Douglas^  who,  for 
that  purpose  made  use  of  the  following  strata- 
gem. Douglas,  with  three  other  gentlemen^ 
waited  on  the  governor.  One  of  them,  pretend- 
bg  to  be  an  English  mefchant,  informed  him  that 
be  had  for  sale,  on  board  of  a  vessel  then  just  ar- 
rived in  the  Forth,  a  cai^go  of  wine,  strong-beer, 
and  biscuit,  exquisitely  spiced ;  at  the  same  time 
producing,  as  a  sample,  a  bottle  of  wine  and  an- 
other of  beer.  The  governor,  tasting  and  ap- 
proving of  them,  agreed  for  the  purchase  of  the 
Whole,  which  the  feigned  captain  requested  he 
nught  deliver  very  early  next  day,  in  order  to 
avoid  interruption  from  the  Scots.  He  came  ac-  j 
cordingly  at  the  time  appointed,  attended  by  a 
dozen  of  armed  followers,  disguised  in  the  habits 
of  sailors ;  and  the  gates  being  opened  for  their 
reception,  they  contrived,  just  in  the  entrance,  to 
oveirtum  a  carriage,  m  which  the  provisions  were 
supposed  to  be  loaded,  thereby  preventing  the 
gates  from  being  suddenly  shut*  They  then  kiU 
led  the  porter  and  guards,  and,  blowing  a  horn  as 
a  signal,  Douglas,  who  with  a  band  of  armed  men 
bad  lain  concealed  near  the  Castlci  rushed  in  aikd 
K3 
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joined  his  oompanioBs.  A  sliarp  coniiGt  ^en* 
sued,  in  v^^hich  most  of  the  garrison  beix^  slaiiif 
the  Castle  was  recovered  fea:  the  ScotSy  who^ 
about  the  same  time»  had  also  driven  the  EngUsk 
entirely  Aut  of  Scotland. 

During  the  reign  of  John  earlof  Carncky-  who 
assumed  the  name  and  title  of  Robert  Iil»  irom  a 
superstitious  notion  that  the  name  of  John  was 
unfortunate  for  monarchs,  the  burgesses  of  Edinr 
l:«irgh  had  the  singular  privilege  c^xfeired  on 
them  of  building  houses  for  themselves  within 
the  Castle,  and  of  free  access  to  them  without 
paying  any  fees  to  the  conetable»  |ubject  to  no 
other  limitation  than  that  they  should  be  personi 
of  good  fame. 

The  Castle  of  Edinburgh  has,  at  different  time^ 
served  not  only  as  the  residence  of  the  kings  of 
Scotland,  but  also  for  their  prison.  The  Scottish 
barons,  under  the  feudal  system,  almost  equalled 
their  kings  in  riches  and  in  power;  and  some* 
times  even  possessed  themselves  of  the  royal  person 
jto  sanction  their  ambitious  designs.  Thus  James 
II j  in  the  year  1438,  was  held  here  in  a  sort  of 
honourable  durance,  by  sir  WilUam  Crichton  the 
irhancellor;  till,  by  a  stratagem  contrived  by  his 
jnother,  he  was  conveyed  frcmi  hence  one  mor^ 
mng  early  in  a  trunk.  But  he  did  not  long  en^ 
f9Y  )m  enl^rgjement  y  for  hQ  was  taken  by  a  b^ 
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of  arm^  men  while  hunting  in  the  woode  of  Stir* 
lia^f  and  reconireyed  to  this  castle.  It  was  here 
also  that  William  the  sixth  earl  of  Douglas^  with 
his  two  ^ends,  were  basely  murdered  by  the 
command  of  Crichton,  who  envied  his  riches 
and  dreaded  his  power. 

•<  James  III.  was  also  confinM  here  by  his  sub- 
jects for  the  space  of  nine  months,  till  released, 
in  the  year  1482,  by  the  duke  of  Albany,  assisted 
foy  the  citizens  of  Edinburghy  who  suiprised  the 
castle. 

in  the  year  157S,  during  the  troubles  which 
agitated  the  kingdom  in  the  reign  of  queen  Mary, 
this  fortress  was  defended  for  the  queen,  at 
that  time  a  prisoner  in  England,  by  KirkaMy  oi 
Grange.  When  all  the  rest  of  Scotland  had  sub- 
mitted to  the  regent's  authority,  KirkaMy  alone^ 
with  a  few  brave  associates,  still  continued  faith- 
fill  to  the  cause  of  his-  unfortunate  mistress. 
Morton,  the  regent,  unable  to  reduce  the  garrison 
with  his  own  forces,  applied  to  Elizabeth  for  as- 
sistance, who  sent  sir  William  Drury  to  his  aid 
with  fifteen  thousand  foot,  and  a  considerate 
train  of  artillery.  Trenches  were  now  opened, 
and  approaches  regularly  carried  on  against  the 
Castle*.  Five  batteries,  consisting  of  thirty-one 
^ns,  were  erected  against  it.  Bat  Kirkaldy  de- 
fclHled  himself  with  the  utmost  courage,  fostered, 
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tiy  ctespsrir.  For  tltfee  and  thirty  clays  did  h^f^ 
8i8t  all  the  efforts  of  the  Scots  and  English;  nOf 
did  he  demand  a  parley  till  ttie  fortifications  were 
battered  down^  the  spur  or  block-house  on  the 
east  taken  by  dsaaultt  the  well  dried  up,.and  erery 
other  supply  of  water  cut  off.  Eteh  then  h^ 
spirit  was  unsubdued,  and  he  determined  rather 
gloriously  to  &11  behind  the  last  intrenchmenfi 
than  to  yield  to  his  invetetate  enemies.  But  his 
garrison  were  not  animated  with  the  same  heroic 
and  desperate  resolution,  and,  rising  into  a  muti- 
ny, they  forced  hftn  to  capitulate.  He  accord- 
ingly surrendered  himself  to  sir  William'  Drury, 
on  the  29th  of  May  1 57$.  The  English  genera], 
'in  the  name  of  his  mistress,  promissed  that  he 
ihould  be  honourably  treated;  but  Elizabeth, 
without  regarding  her  own  honour,  or  that  a( 
Drury,  delivered  him  up  to  the  vengeance  of  the 
regent,  who  caused  him  to  be  hanged,  on'the  sd 
of  August  1^73. 

In  the  year  1577,  though  Morton  had  found  h 
necessary  toresig^n  the  government  into  the  hand^ 
of  the  young  king,  he  still  held  the  Castle  df 
Edinburgh  in  his  hands.  But  a  supply  of  provi-* 
sions  being  intercepted  by  the  inhabitants  of 
the  city,  he  was  forced  to  give  up  this  important 
fortress  without  resistance. 
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,  In  1650  the  Castle  sustdned  a  piege  of  above 
two  months  against  the  parliamentary  army  com- 
manded by  Cromwell,  and  at  last  surrendered  on 
honoHrable,  terms*  At  the  Revolution  it  waa 
long  held  for  king  James  by  the  duke  of  Goxxlon, 
with  a  weak  and  ill  provided  garrison.  In  the 
•jrebelliop  of  1715,  an  unsuccessful  attempt  was 
made  by  the  rebels  to  surprise  this  fortress ;  and 
in  17459  notwithstanding  that  the  Highlanders 
were  masters,  of  the  town  of  Edinburgh,  they  did 
not  venture  to  attack  the  Castle,  nor  did  they 
even  succ^d  in  entirely  cutting  off  the  commu- 
nication between  it  auid  the  city. 

Since  that  time  the  history  of  this  fortress  con«> 
sists  only  of  a  series  of  internal  improvements, 
for  the  accopipiodation  of  the  soldiers  who  are 
stationed  in  this  part  of  the  country.  During 
the  period  of  tjie  late  >var,  however,  a  number  of 
French  prisonef  s  were  confined  in  it ;  but  it  is  to 
be  hoped,  that  the  inhajjitants  of  the  city  will  no 
more  be  alarmed  at  the  desolation  made  by  its 
cannon,  and  that,  for  the  purposes  of  destructipn, 
|}ieir  thunder  i^  h\ish^d  fof  ever. 


d  by  Google 


ii^ 


PAtACS  OF  HOLTROODHOltSE. 

The  Palace  of  Holyroodhouse  stancfo  kt  thtl 
eastern  extremity  of  the  city  of  Edinbut^h,  and 
at  the  bottom  of  that  part  of  the  High  Street 
named  the  Canongat^.  It  is  a  beautifiil  buildings 
of  a  square  form,  the  area  in  the  centre  of  which 
measures  230  feet  in  circutufet-ence.  The  west* 
em  front,  consists  of  two  lofty  double  towers» 
which  are  joined  by  a  beautiful  low  building  or 
gallery,  adorned  above  with  a  ballustrade.  In 
the  middle  of  this  gallery  is  a  magnificent  pQrti- 
co,  decorated  with  four  Doric  coltimns,  whicli 
support  a  cupola  in  the  form  of  an  imperial 
crown.  Underneath  the  cupoUt  is  a  clock ;  and 
over  the  gateway  are  the  roy^  arms  of  Scotland.* 
The  front  to  the  east  is  of  equal  elegance* 
Round  the  area  in  the  inside  is  a  handsome  ar« 
cadci  faced  with  pilastetv  of  the  Doric  order*. 
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On  the  entablature  of  these  are  cut  the  ensigi^^; 
of  Scottish  royalty ;  the  thistle  and  the  crown, 
the  sword  and  the  sceptre.  Between  the  win^ 
4ow3  of  l^e  second  floor  are  a  range  of  loiik  pi-* 
iasters  5  and  above  these  an  equal  number  of  the 
Corinthian  order.  Op  a  pediment  in  this  area, 
j&onting  the  west,  are  the  royal  arms.  On  the 
r^ht-hand  is  the  large  staircase,  which  leads  to 
the  royal  apartments ;  and  on  the  north  side  of  the 
building  is  the  great  gallery,  which  is  150  feet 
long,  275  in  breadth,  and  in  heighth  18  feet. 
This  giallery  is  hung  with  the  fanciful  portraits 
of  one  hundred  and  eleven  n^onarchs  of  Scotlandf 
painted  by  De  Witt.  Here  are  held  the  elections 
of  the  Scottish  peers.  Adjoining  to  the  gallery  ^ 
is  a  dn^ wing  and  state  .bed-chamber,  wainscotted 
with  oak«  The  festoons  of  flowers  over  the 
doors  and  mantle-pieces  in  this  apartment  are 
executed  with  a  considerable  degree  of  elegance. 
Near  to  this,  in  what  are  called  lord  Dunmore's 
lodgings,  is  a  qelebrated  painting  of  Charles  L 
and  his  queen,  in  a  sort  of  Vandyke  riding  habit., 
A  horse  for  his  majesty,  and  a  palfrey  for  the 
queen,  are  introduced,  and  the  whole  is  executed 
in  a  masterly  style.  Here  also  are  fiill  length 
portraits  of  their  present  majesties  by  Ramsay. 

Strangers  visiting  the  palace  are  usually  led  to 
queeq  Mary's  apartments^  in  the  second  floor  of 
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l^'liicii  her  own  bed  still  remains.  It  i«  of  crlAi^i 
'son  damask,  bordered  with  green  silk  fringes  and 
tassels,  but  is  now  almost  in  tatters.  » The  cor- 
nice of  the  bed  is  of  open  figured  work.  Clo^e 
to  the  fioor  of  this  room,  a  piece  of  wainscot, 
about  three  feet  square,  hangs  upon  hinges,  and 
opens  a  passage  to  a  trap-stair,  which  communi- 
cates witfai  the  apartments  below.  Through  this 
passage  Damley  and  his  accomplices  rushed  in 
to  murder  the  unhappy  ^zio,  on  the  9th  of 
March  1566.  The  queen,  when  this  outrage  took 
place,  was  at  supper,  in  a  closet  adjoining  to  her 
bedchamber,  with  the  countess  of  Argyle,  Ri^io, 
and  a  few  domestics.  Rizib,  on  perceiving  the 
conspirators  enter,  headed  by  lord  Ruthven  in 
complete  armour,  instantly  supposed  he  was  the 
victim,  and  took  refuge  behind  the  queen.  But, 
in  spite  of  her  tears  and  intreaties,  he  was  torn 
from  her  presence,  and,  before  he  could  be  drag- 
ged through  the  next  apartment,  the  rage  of  his 
enemies  put  an  end  to  his  life,  piercing  his  body 
With  fifty-six  wounds.  The  closet  in  which  Ma- 
ry was  at  supper  when  this  tragical  scene  wsti 
acted,  is  about  twelve  feet  square,  and  is  the 
north-west  tower  of  the  present  buildings. 

The  more  ancient  parts  of  this  palace,  consist- 
ing of  the  north-west  towers,  were  buflt  by 
James  V,  about  the  year  1528,  as  a  royal  rest- 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


1«1 

fiellce.  Bdow  a  niche  in  one  of  th^tfe  towens^  iu 
"which  probably  there  has  formerly  been  a  statue^ 
i\6  name  is  still  to  be  seen.  During  the  minority 
<»f  queen  Mary^  the  pMace  of  Holyroodhouse  wa§ 
jTbumt,  along  with  the  city,  by  the  English  force* 
Tinder  the  earl  of  Hartford.  Soon  after  this  pe- 
.liod,  however,  it  was  repaired  and  enlarged  be- 
,yond  its  present  size.  At  that  time  it  is  said  to 
,iave  consisted  of  no  fewer  than^  five  courts,  the 
motot  westerly  of  which  was  the  largest.  It  was 
i)ounded  on  the  east  by  the  ftiont  of  the  palace* 
which  occupied  the  same  space  as  it  does  at  pre- 
sent; but  the  building  extended  itself  fartl^er 
towards  the  south.  At- the  north-west  corner 
was  a  strong  gate,  (the  gate  of  the  ancient  ad- 
joining abbey),  with  Gothic  pillars,  arches,  and 
Icwers,  part  of  which  was  not  long  ago  pulled 
down. 

Great  part  of  the  palace  of  Holyroodhouse 
Was  burnt  by  the  soldiers  of  Cromwell.  At  the 
llestoration,  however,  it  was  again  repaired,  and 
altered  into  its  present  form  by  king  Charles  II. 
These  alterations  and  reparations  were  designed 
by  sir  William  Bruce,  a  celebrated  architect,  and 
the  work  was  executed  by  Robert  Mynle,  whose 
name  appears  on  a  pillar  in.  the  inside  of  the 
square. 
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The  paintings  of  the  monarchs  of  Scotland  hi* 
tfie  gallery  were  much  defaced  by  the  English 
soldiers  quartered  there  in  the  year  1745.    They 
eeem  to  have  thought  that»  by  destroying  the 
manimate  effigies  of  the  Hotise  of  Stewart,  th^y  ' 
fnninently  displayed  their  loyalty  to  the  House ' 
of  Hanover.    Prince  Charies  Stewart,  (the  young 
Pretender),  in  that  year  also,  took  up  his  resi- 
dence for  some  time  in  this  mansion  of  his  fsi^ 
thers ;  and  thither  the  inhabitants  of  Edinburgh 
i:epaired  to  him,  to  pay  the  assessment  laid  on; 
the  city. 

Of  this  palace,  which  is  now  almost  the  onlyt 
cotire  regal  residence  which  remains  in  Scotland  i 
the  duke  of  Hamilton  is  heritable  keeper.  H^x 
lias  a  fine  lodging  within  it,  as  have  also  severajl 
others  of  th^  Scottish  nobility.  Notwithst^dj*. 
ing  of  this,  a  great  part  of  the  building  remaine^dt 
uninhabited,  and  was  hastening  to  decay,  till  dE 
late  years  apartments  were  fitted  up  for  the  res*--, 
dence  of  the  unfortunate  princes  of  the  House  <# 
Sourbon. 
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ABBEY  OF  UOLTROODiHOUSEy  AND  ROYAL 
CHAPEL. 


Adjacent  to  the  Palace  stands  the  ruined  Ab- 
"bey  of  Holyroodhouse.  Though  this  building 
<:omes  not  properly  under  the  present  head  of 
feri-angement,  yet,  as  the  church  of  the  Abbey 
Ws  afterwards  the  royal  chapd,  and  as  the  Afei 
•"bey  itself  gave  name  to  the  Palace,  it  is  thought 
proper  to  insert  the  account  of  it  in  this  places 

The  Abbey  of  Holyroodhouse  was  founded 
by  David  I.  in  1128.  The  traditionary  accounts 
tvhich  occasioned  its  erection  are  thus  relatetl. 
King  David  I,  its  founder,  being  on  a  hunting 
iaatch  in  the  forest  of  "Druniselch,  near  Bdin- 
iui^h,  on  rood-day,  was  attacked  by  a  large 
4art,  and  his  life  was  in  the  utmost  danger. 
VHuk  he  was  endeavouring  to  defend  himself 
L2 
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^th  his  hands  against  the  furious  assaults  of  the? 
animal,  a  miraculous  cross  from  Heaven  slipped 
into  his  hand,  which  so  frightened' the  stag,  that 
he  retreated  imme'djately.  This  wonderful  cir- 
cumstance having  of  course  put  an  end  to  thd 
chace,  David  repaired  to  the  castle  of  Edihbiy^ha 
Where  in  a  dream  he  was  instructed  to  erect  an 
abbey  or  house  for  canons  regular,  on  the  place* 
where  the  celestial  cross  was  put  into  his  h^nd. 
In  obedience  to  this  visionary  command,  the 
king  erected  an  abbey  for  the  said  canons,  dedi-« 
cated  it  to  the  honour  of  the  holy  cross,  and  de- 
posited the  same  therein,  where  it  is  said  to  have 
jpemained  till  the  reign  of  David  II.  That  prince^ 
whom  the  cross  seems  not  to  have  protected  4s 
it  did  his  predeccjBsor,  was  taken  prisoner  by  the 
English  4t  the  battle  of  Durham,  and  with  Him 
.the  cross  fell  into  the  hand's  of  the  enemy.  It 
remained  in  that  city  for  several  ages,  where  it  is 
said  to  have  been  held  in  great  veneration. 

Such  is  the  fabulous  account  given  of  the  cir- 
cumstance which  occasioned  the  erection  of  this 
abbey.  It  is  a  miracle  near  a-kin  to  many  cf 
those  whi^b  popery  has  often  since  imposed  00 
the  credulity  of  mankind.  David  I.  who  was  a 
pious  prince,  seems  to  have  been  much  under  tfle 
guidance  of  his  spiritual  instructors  j  and  it  m 
p9i  X9  be  wondered  at,  when  thejj:  int^rejt  yf^ 
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ifb  nearly  <5oiQ(:emed,  that  they  should  (frocure  t% 
flpnction  of  a  miracle  to  a  work  of  such  a  nat}xr0 
9s  the  endowment  and  foundation  of  an  abbey. 

However  this  may  be^  the  abbey  was  founded 
hj  a  charter  in  the  year  1128,  the  original  of' 
which  is  in  the  archives  of  the  city.  It  was  be- 
^owed  on  the  canons  regular  of  St.  Augustine, 
:who  were  brought  thither  from  the  priory  of  Stw 
Andrews  in  the  couiUy  of  tife.  They  had 
jgrantcd  to  them  the  church  of  Edinburgh  Castle, 
with  those  of  St*  Cuthbert's,  Corstorphin,  and 
(.iberton,  in  the  county  of  Mid*Lothian,  and  of 
,Airth  in  Stirlingshire ;  the  priories  of  St.  Mary's 
.Iste  in  Galloway,  of  Blantyre  in  Clydesdale ;  of 
^owadill  in  Ross,  and  three  others  in  the  West- 
cm  Isles.  To  them  David  also  granted  the  pri- 
vilege of  erecting  a  borough  between  the  town  of 
j£dinburgh  and  the  church  of  Holyroodhouse. 
From  these  Canons  the  street  which  they  erected 
had  the  nan^  of  Canongate^  Which  it  still  retains.^ 
Jn  this  new  borough  they  had  a  right  to  hold 
.  markets.  They  had  also  portions  of  land  assign- 
ed them  in  different  partSf  with  a  most  extensive 
;iurisdiction,  and  right  of  trial  by  duel,  and  fire 
and  water  ordeal.  They  had  also  certain  reve- 
Jiues  payable  out  of  the  Exchequer  and  other 
lupdj,  with  fishings,  and  the  privilege  of  erectinjg: 
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«ull8  icm  the  Water  of  Leitii,  which  9tfi]  rdtalM 
the  name  of  CanonmilU. 

■  Other  grants  and  pivile^s  were  bestowed  uj>- 
^n  this  monastery  by  succeeding  soTereigns,  so 
that  it  was  deemed  the  richest  religious  founda^ 
tion  in  Scotland.  At  the  Reformation^  its  an^ 
nual  revenues  were  442  bolls  of  wheat,  G40  bollt 
of  bear,  560  bolls  of  oats,  500  capons,  24  hens,  at 
many  salmon,  twelve  loads  of  salt,  besides -a 
great  number  of  swine,  and  about  250l.  Sterling 
in -money. 

This  stately  abbey,  with  the  choir  and  cross  rf 
its  church,  were  destroyed  by  the  English  about 
the  middle  of  the  fifteenth  century,  and  noticing  left 
standing  but  the  body  of  the  church.  A  1^^ 
brazen  font  was  carried  away  at  this  time  by  <fr 
Richard  Lea,  captain  of  the  English  pioneers^ 
who  presented  it  to  the  church  of  St.  Albans  ift 
Hertfordshire,  after  he  had  caused  the  following 
inscription  to  be  engraven. on  it:  "  Cum  Lathia^ 
oppidum  apud  Scotos  non  incelebre^  et  Edinburgus^ 
primaria  apud  eos  cMtas^  incendio  conjlagrentf 
Ricardtu  Leusy  eques  auratusy  meflammis  ereptum^ 
ad  Anglos  perduxit,  Hujus  ego  tanti  beiieficii  mg^ 
mor^  non  nisi  regum  liberos  lavare  solitusy  nimp 
tneam  operam  etiam  in  fines  Anglorum  libenter 
fondixi,  Leus  vector  sic  voluit^  Pale.  Anno  2M- 
tnini  m,d,xliii,  et  anno  Henrici  octavi,  xxxvu*' 
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aSik.  fcn^  dtmng  the  dvil  war  in  the  reign  of 
Charles  I9  was  melted  and  converted  into  money. 
Along  with  the  other  religious  houtesy  the 
buildings  oi  the  Abbey  suffered  much  at  the  Re* 
fcmnation;  the  omamfiBts  were  despoiled  by  the 
populace,  and  nothing  was  left  but  the  bare 
-watts.  At  the  memorable  aera  of  the  Restora- 
tion, king  Charles  II.  ordered  the  church  to  be 
Bet  2q)art  as  a  chapel-royal,  and  prohibited  its  use 
AS  a  common  parish  church  for  the  future.  It 
was  at  this  time  fitted  up  in  a  very  elegant  num* 
teer.  A  throne  was  erected  for  ^he  sovereign,  and 
twelve  stalls  for  the  knights  of  the  order  of  the 
trhistle. 

'  • .  In  addition  to  this  James  VII.(or  II.  of  England) 
itted  it  still  farther  up  with  a  beautiful  orgsn, 
and  paved  it  with  marble.  At  the  Revolution^ . 
kowevei",  the  populace^  whose  hatred  of  popery, 
and  antipathy  to  episcopacy,  often  carried  them  to 
•extremes  in  their  resentment,  once  more  despoil^ 
«d  this  ancien;  edifice,  tore  down  its  ornaments^ 
and  even  carried  off  many  of  the  marble  stones 
0f  the  pavement,  which  had  been  so  lately  laid. 
The  following  is  a  r^resentdtion  of  the  chapeK 
foyal  as  it  rezhained  at  tbat  time. 
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CHAPEL-ROYAL^ 

•  III  this  sittiation  it  long  stood  neglected,  till  the. 
duke  of  Hamilton,  the  hereditary  keeper  of  the 
.  palace»  represented  its  situation  to  the  barons  of 
Exchequer,  and  craved  that  the  roof,  which  was 
now  become  ruinous,  might  be  repaired.  Ti)e 
barons  therefare  ordered  a  plan  and  estimate  fof 
the  work  to  be  given  in,  which  ^as  accordingly 
done,  and  the  plan  being  approved  of,  lOOSU 
was  granted  by  them  for  this  purpose,  on  the  7t2L 
of  August  1758.  The  architect  and  mason  who 
were  employed  to  repair  the  roof»  injudicious^ 
covered  it  with  lai^e  flag-stones.  But  the  walU 
being  insufficient  to  bear  this  weight,  or  th^ 
timbers  which  supported  the  stones,  too  slender. 
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it  ivfii>  soon  obsenred  that,  were  tbe  stones  not: 
remotedy  the  building  must  unavoidably  fall  to 
niiB.'  A  representation  of  its  state  was  again 
made  to'thei>arons  by  another  architect  in  1766^ 
which  does  not  seeiti  to  faa;ire  been  regarded^  and 
the  roof  fell  in  on  the  2d  of  December  1768. 
Since  that  timeft  no  attempt  has  been  made  to  re- 
pair it,  and  it  is  now  fast  hastening  to  ruin.  In 
-1779  the  rubbish  occasioned  by  the  roof  giving 
way  was  sold^  and  a  house  in  the  lane  called 
,9a3fiter'^  Close  wa^  built  with  the  figured  stones^ 
after  defacing  the  carvings  and  cornices. 

The  ruins  of  this  church,  notwithstandiqg  the 
lapse  of  years  which  have  passed  since  its  first 
erection^  and  the  accidents  which  have  happened 
it^  still  display  vestiges  of  its  ancient  magnifi- . 
cence.  The  square  of  the  walls  remain,  and 
..though  stripped  of  their  former  ornaments,  will 
probably  long  withstand  the  rage  of  the  elements. 
it  was  only  in  the  severe  winter  of  1795  that  the 
great  eastern  Gothic  window  fell  in.  The  belfry 
at  the  west  end  is  pretty  entire^  Strangers  visit- 
ing the  riiins  are  shewn  a  few  bones  of  Scottish 
princes  who  were  .buried  here ;  and  among  t)iese. 
.some  i^ge  ones  which  are  said  to  be  lord  Darq- 
Icy's.  In  the  belfiy  is  a  statue  of  Robert  lord 
.pelhaTeD,  execute^  in  white  marble^  butitb^s 
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fie^  thuch  iiijultd  by  the  Effing  dP  mAt  |^dit8</ 
the  walls. 

The  precincts  of  the  Abbey  of  HolyrpodlKHisef 
are  a  saQCtttary  for  insolvenf  dd^tors. 


^  tME  SCOTTISH  MINT. 

in  the  lane  called  Gray's  Close  stand  the  build-' 
ings  of  the  Mint  of  Scotland^  which  were  ere^ledt 
in  thQ  year  1574.  They  form  a  small  sqnare^  ilr 
which  are  the  apartments  fortfaedifl^rent  officers^ 
but  no  money  has  been  struck  here  since  ^Sie 
union  of  the  kingdoms.  All  the  offices  ai«^ 
howerery  by  the  articles  of  union,  still  kept  up, 
and  the  bell^man  enjoys  his  sal^ny  by  regularly 
ringing  the  bell.  This  jilace,  as  wfeU  as  the  ab- 
bey of  Holyt6odhou^>  h  an  asyluih  for  intolvaA 
debtors. 


COURf  OP  SESSION* 

The  Court  of  Session,  the  sfupreme  civH  ju- 
dicature of  Scotland,  was  established  in  its  prcw 
sent  form  by  king  James  V.  in  1532,  after  tbe^ 
model  of  the  ancient  French  parliaments,  -Be- 
fore this  period  all  civil  causes  were  tried  by  ao  . 
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mxmtaltoKf  i»immitt«e  oi  parliamenty  who  tp^ 
on  themselves  the  name  of  the  Lords  of  Council 
aad  Se&non  ;  but  this  having  been  found  inconve-r 
nienty  it  was  abolished  by  James^  and  regular 
judges  appointed  for  the  administration  of  justice. 
The  Court  of  Session,  at  its  establishment,  con« 
sisted  of  fourte^  ordinary  lords^  spiritual  and 
temporal,  of  an  equal  number,  and  a  churchmani 
the  abbot  of  Cambuskenneth,  was  their  president* 
TW  king  had  also  a  right  to  add  certain  other 
tods  oi  his  council  to  the  above  number,  under 
the  title  of  extraordinary  lords ;  but  these  bad  no 
olary,  spr  were  obliged  to  attend,  but  at  their 
own  pleasure^ 

Qefote  the  Reformation,  tiie  president  of  this 
court  was  generally  an  ecclesiastic;  but  since 
that  period  might  be  either  a  layman  or  a  church- 
ipaiu  Robert  Pont,  minister  of  St.  Cuthbert's» 
was  the  last  ecclesiastic  who  held  the  office  of  an 
cnrdinary  lord  of  Session ;  the  parliament  having 
ordained,  in  the  year  1584,  that  no  minister 
fbonld  afterwards  bear  an  office  in  any  court  of 
justice. 

The  judges  of  the  Cqqrt  of  Session,  who  sit 
|>otli  as  judges  and  jury,  are,  as  has  been  akeady 
obse^'  /ed,  fifteen  in  number.  These  are  generally 
appointed  from  the  Faculty  of  Advocates ;  but 
prsons  froo^  the  Society  of  Writers  to  the  Sigoe^ 
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mkf  ht  choaeiiy  tmiler  certain  regfdatiaiiij  isk  0ds 
office. 

In  this  court  are  tried  not  only  all  actiona  of 
debt  and  trespass,  and  all  causes  in  civil  affair^ 
but  also  matters  of  equity,  there  being  no  court 
of  chancery  in  Scotland*  The  €ourt  of  Session 
likewise  supplies  the  place  of  a  committee  of 
parliament  called  The  CommUsiamen  for  PJanta^ 
Hon  of  Kirks  and  'valuation  o/Tehids  ;  and  in  this 
eapacity  judge  concerning  the  livkigs  of  ministers, 
tithes  and  patronages.  They  also  hear  and  judge 
appeals  from  all  inferior  courts ;  but  the  decisioos 
6f  the  Court  of  Session  may  be  brought  under 
the  review  of  the  House  of  Lords,  the  supreme 
judicatory  of  Britain. 

This  court  holds  two  terms -or  sessions  in  the 
year ;  the  first  of  two  months  called  the  Suouner 
Session,  beginning  on  the  lath  of  May  and  end-' 
ing  on  the  l^th  of  July ;  and  the  second,  of  four 
months,  called  the  Winter  Session,  beginning  on 
the  12th  of  November,  and  continuing  to  the 
12th  of  March.  During  the  vacations  between 
the  terms,  however,  one  of  the  judges,  called  the 
Lord  Ordinary i  attends  two  days  in  the  -weel^  for 
the  discussion  of  summary  causes. 

The  business  which  comes  before  the  Cou^  of 
Session  is  conducted  in  a  manner  which  com- 
mands the  admiration  of  every  lover  of  juetkCjr 
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U(me9er  mach  « the  laws  delay*'  may  h6  a  sufis- 
ject  of  complainty  yet  it  may  be  affirmed  tbat 
here  causes  are  expedited  with  as  much  haste  a» 
is  consistent  with  a  patient  hearing,  and  with 
those  forms  which  art?  necessary' where  such  s 
multfpllcity  of  business  occurs.  The  arguments 
are  gerterally  carried  on  iff  printed  pleading^, 
whfch  are  prepared  by  the  advocates  or  barrister 
attached  to  the  court,  and  of  which  the  judges 
get  copies  several  days  before  the  hearing  of  the 
cause.  By  this  means  they  have  time  to  weigh 
and  compare  the  arguments  urged  by  the  difFer- 
cnt  parties,  and  in  the  retirement  of  their  closetii 
to  form  their  opinion  on  its  merits.  The  under- 
Btarrdfng  is  attempted  to  be  convinced,  rather 
than  the  passions  interestedr  The'gloss  of  elo- 
quence, which  often 

<^  Leads  to  bewHder,  and  dazzles  to  bKnd," 

is  here  in  a  great  measure  removed;  and  justice 
is  left  to  find  out  its  object  by  the  Hght  of  truthy 
supported  by  unanswerable  argument. 

Bii^  though  the  causes  are  fox  the  most  part 

decided  on  written  arguments,  yet,  in  cases  of 

"  weighty  importance,  or  in  those  which  require 

additional  illustration,  a  hearing  in  presence  is 

xirdered ;  the  barristers  are  called  to  appear  at, 

M 
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the  bar,  and  ^rgup  viva  voc^  the  pleas  i>f  th^ 
jclientB. 

For  the  dispatch  of  business^  every  one  of  the 
judges  in  rotation,  (except  the  lord  President,) 
attends  in  an  outer  hall,  to  prepare  and  forwaid 
the  causes  for  the  consideration  of  the  whole 
jcourt,  and  to  decide  upon  those  of  inferior  imr 
portance.  These,  when  officiating  in  this  capa< 
fcity,  have  the  name  pf  Lord  Ordinary,  and  each 
has  a  difierent  department  of  business  assignexl 
him* 

The  decisions  given  by  the  whole  lords,  such 
is  the  impartiality  of  this  courts  may  be  re-heani, 
upon  reclaixping  petitions  being  presented ;  but 
these  must  be  given  in  witliin  a  specified  lime, 
.while  the  ciicumstaiices  are  recent  in  the  memory 
of  the  judgeSf  If  not  presented  during  this  periodj* 
the  decision  becomes  final,  and  the  only  resource, 
|f  the  parties  think  themselves  aggrieved,  lies,  in 
this  case,  in  an  appeal  to  the  House  of  Lords. 
•But,  to  the  honour  o£  th^  jurisprudence  of  thif 
part  of  the  country,  and  to  the  men  who  admini- 
ster it,  the  number  of  decisions  reversed  is  txt 
tremely  few,  and  these  perhaps  in  cases  where 
the  wisest  and  m^QSt  impartial  are  apt  to  be  mis- 
Jed. 

The  judges  of  the  Court  of  Session,  in  thei^* 
iopkual  capacity,  are  clothed  ja  purple  rob^s^ 
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tUhied  up  with  cnmson  velvet.  The^  h^e  taai 
maces  carried  before  them,  are  in  precedence 
next  to  the  sons  of  earls,  and  are  accounted  thtf 
first  gentlemen  in  Scotland. 


fACULtY  OP  ADVOCATES. 

The  Faculty  of  Advocates  are  a  society  of  law^ 
yers,  somewhat  similar  to  the  English  Inns  of 
Court,  who  officiate  in  the  causes  that  occur  be«^ 
fore  the  Court  f  Session  2nd  other  courts.  At 
the  establishment  of  that  court,  their  number  was 
extremely  smallj  and  even  the  judges  themselves^ 
on  various  occasions,  appeared  as  hanistenf.  The' 
demand  of  the  public,  however,  increasing,  their 
number  was  gradually  enlarged ;  and,  after  the 
removal  of  the  coiul,  by  the  union  of  the  crownsy 
and  ihe  dissolution  of  the  Scottish  parliament  by 
the  union  of  the  kingdoms,  it  has  become  almost 
the  only  road  to  eminenee  and  wealth  for  the 
younger  sons  of  Scottish  gentlemen. 

The  affairs  of  this  society  are  managed  by  a 
Dean  or  president,  a  treasurer,  clerk,  and  a  coun« 
cii  selected  from  the  members*  Persons  who  are 
admitted  as  advocates,  must  have  gone  througb 
at  regular  course  of  civil  and  Scots  law ;  and  if, 
after  due  examinations,  both  in  public  and  pti^ 
Ms 
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"VAte,  bf  a  committee  apppinted»  the  candi4ate  is 
Sound  q;aatiiied9  he  obtains  adxni^sion  to  practise 
^  one  of  their  nupiber. 

Every  advocate  at  liis  admission  pays  to  the 
society  a  sum,  which  at  various  peiiods  has  been 
augmented,  and  now  amounts  to  l50l.  Sterling. 
A  part  of  this  money  goes  to  the  support  of  the 
library  belonging  to  the  Faculty,  which  is  one  of 
the  most  valuable  in  Scotland.  An  account  of  the 
Jibrary  will  be  found  in  another  department  of 
this  volume. 

The  Faculty  of  Advocates  are  subject  to  the 
'authority  of  the  judges  of  the  Court  of  Session, 
who  give  rules  for  their  conduct  in  business,  and 
may  censure,  fine,  or  debar  them  from  practismg, 
should  their  conduct  in  any  ca^e  make  svuch  an 
exertion  of  authority  necessary* 

The  Advocates  are  one  of  the  most  respectable 
ccxtnmunities  in  Edinburgh.  In  the  rolls  of  their 
members  are  found  many  names  <<  not  unknov^n 
fpfame,"  and  they  can  count  in  their  number 
not  a  few  of  the  persons,  whose  genius  and  abi- 
lities have  added  lustre  to  the  literary  annals  of 
the  eighteenth  century. 

Though  the  proceedings  of  the  court  to  which 
they  are  principally  attached  prevents  in  a  great 
measure  the  growth  and  cultivation  of  those  ta- 
lents, which  en^ablis  to  shine  in  public  speakingi 
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yet  thii  perh^  is  at>undaiit]y  contpensated!  6y 
the  opporttmity  it  affords  of  acquiring  facility 
and  correctness  in  writing.  In  making  this  tts 
mark,  wef  are  far  from  insinuating  that  the  em- 
bellishments of  oratory  are  wanting  in  the  prac- 
titioners at  the  Scottish  bar.  In  those  cases 
where  their  assistance  is  required,  their  pleadings 
demonstrate,  that,  though  situated  in  a  quarter 
of  the  island  where  the  colloquial  dialect  differs 
9o  much  from  the  standard  of  taste,  they  are  not^ 
unacquainted  with  the  graces  of  eloquence.  The 
genuine  flash  of  wit,  the  pointed  shaft  of  ridicnlcy 
depth  of  argument,  and  pathos  of  expression,  are 
not  unknown  in  the  Scottish  courts.  And  many 
of  the  members  of  the  Faculty  of  Advocates  have 
pronounced  orations,  which  Cicero  would  not 
have  blushed  to  own,  or  Demosthenes  to  ac^^ 
knowledge. 

The  number  of  Advocates  at  present  on  the 
foil  amount  to  about  270. 


WRITERS  TO  TlfE  HGNET. 

Connected  also  with  the  Court  of  Session  are 

the  Sdciety  of  Clerks  to  his  Majesty^s  Signtt. 

Their  business  is  to  subscribe  the  writs  that  pass 

tlie  royal  signeti  and  they  alone  are  empowered 

Md 
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^6  perfom  this  in  Scotland.  The  office  of  keep^  ^ 
«r  of  the  Signet  is  very  lucrative,  and  he  is  allotvr* 
ed  deputes  and  clerks  under  him*  Before  any 
^ne  enters  into  this  Society,  he  must  attend  Che 
uaiversity  for  two  year^,  and  serve  five  years  as 
an  apprentice  to  one  of  the  members^  He  must 
also  pay  lOOl.  of  apprentice-fee,  lOl.  to  tiie  library 
belonging  to  the  institution,  and*  lOOL  when  he 
is  admitted  a  member.  The  Clerks  of  the  Signet 
practise  as  attomies  before  the  Courta  of  Sessioa 
and  JuBticiary. 


COURT  OF  JUSTICIARY. 

• 

The  Court  of  Justiciary  is  the  supreme  crimi- 
nal judicature  in  Scotland.  It  is  composed  of  a 
lord  Justice  General,  a  lord  Justice-Clerk,  and  five 
Commissioners.  The  office  of  lord  Justice-Gene- 
ral is  merely  a  nominal  one,  as  he  seldom  or  ne- 
ver assists  in  the  administration  of  justice ;  the 
other  judges,  of  which  the  lord  Justice  Clerk  is 
president,  Jiold  at  the  same  time  the  office  of 
judges  in  the  Court  of  Session.  The  causes 
which  come  before  this  court,  are  tried  by  a  jury 
of  fifteen  citizens,  and  l^ie  prosecutions  are  con-^ 
ducted  by  the  Lord  Advocate^  the  Solicitor-Ge« 
Beraly  aAd  the  Agent  fc^r  the  Crown.    A  majoRtr 
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^jfrtbe  juiy  dtha*  acquits  Or  cMideoure  the 
^linqueDty  unaDimity  in  opinion  not  being - 
essential.  Duiing  the  recess  of  the  Court  of 
Sessian^  the  judges  of  this  court,  twice  in  the 
year,  go  on  'circuits  through  the  different  parts  qf 
the  kingdom.  One  Judge  can  hold  a  circuit 
court;  and  it  has  been  found,  by  a  -decision  in 
I763y  that  the  judgments  of  circuit  courts  are  not  j 
iaiAe  to  he  reviewed  by  the  High  Court  of  Jua- 
•ticiary*  The  jurisdiction  of  the  court  itself  in 
criminal  cases  is  absolute,  and  from  their  sentence 
there  lies  no  appeal.  In  their  official  capacity 
the  judges  are  clothed  in  scarlet  robes,  turned  up 
«with  white  satin^  and  have  silver  maces  carrie4 
l)eforethem. 


CO0&T  or  EXCHEQUER* 

'  At  what  time  this  court  was  erected  in  Scot^ 
land  is  not  known.  It  seems,  however,  to  have 
been  fonned  on.  the  plan  of  that  of  England,  the 
constitution  and  practice  of  both  coiuts  being 
nearly  the  same.  The  name  Exchequer  seems  to 
be  d«ived  from  French  £xchequier»  a  chequered 
dcvth,  with  which  the  table  at  which  the  judges 
sat  was  formerly  covered.  This  court  is  com- 
^owd  of  five  judges^  one>  who  sits  as  ppesi'*- 
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^''d^ntf  with  the  title  of  lord  Chief  Baron,  and  fonr 
ordinary  Barons.  They  have  four  terms  of  sit- 
ting in  the  year,  and  all  revenue  causes  are  here 
tried.  The  cases  are  decided  by  a  jury  of 
twelve ;  and  the  Court  of  Exchequer  is  the  only 
one  hi  Scotland,  where  nutters  of  civil  right  are 
tried  in  this  manner* 

The  Courts  of  Session,  Justiciary,  and  £z- 
chequer,  with  the  Societies  of  Barristers  and  At- 
tonies,  form  an  incorporation,  instituted  tiy  Jame» 
V,  called  the  College  of  Justice,  of  which  the 
judges  of  the  Court  of  Session  enjoy  the  title  of 
Senators.  The  members  of  this  incorporatlcm 
are  exempted  from  the  taxes  which,  are  imposed 
on  the  other  inhabitants  of  the  city,  for  ministers 
stipends,  support  of  the  poor,  from  paying  im- 
post on  liquors,  and  from  performing  any  servi- 
ces within  the  city ;  nay,'*by  several  statutes,  they 
are  exempted  from  paying  land-tax,  and  frota  all 
public  taxes  and  contributions  whatever.  Thid 
last  privilege,  however,  they  have  not  exercised 
8^ce  the  Revolution. 
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PARLIAMENT  HOUSE, 

This  IraMing,  which  is  ncrw^  occupied  by  the 
Court  of  Session,  was  fonnerly  the  place  where 
the  Scottish  Parliament  met.  It  was  begun  to 
be  erected  in  the  year  1632,  and  was  completed' 
in  1640>  at  an  expence  of  ll,600L  Sterling.  It 
occupies  the  south  and  west  angles  of  the  square 
to  which  it  gives  its  name,  and  forms  no  incon'^ 
sideral^e  ornament  to  that  part  of  the  city.  The 
building  is  133  feet  long,  by  98  broad  in  the  wid- 
est end,  and  60  in  the  narrowest.  In  the  back 
part  it  is  60  feet  high,  but  on  account  of  the.in«^ 
equality  of  the  ground  the  north  and  east  fronts 
are  only  40  feet.  Over  the  entrance  from  the 
cast  are  the  arms  of  Scotland^  well  cut  on  stone, 
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with  aflegoiicah  figttres  of  Mercy  and  Truth  for 
supporters,  and  this  inscription,  Stant  hufeUcia 
regnas  under  the  arms  is  the  motto  Uni  Unio* 

The  great  hall  in  which  the  Scottish  Parlia« 
ment  sat  is  122  feet  long  by  49  broad.  The  roof 
is  of  oak,  arched  and  elegantly  finished.  In  a 
niche  of  the  wall  is  a  fine  marble  statute  of  the 
late  President  Forbes,  executed  by  Roubiliac  ad 
the  expence  of  the  Faculty  of  Advocates.  These 
are  also  fiill  length  portraits  of  king  William  Jlly 
queen  Mary  his  consort,  and  queen  Anne,  pamt-- 
ed  by  sir  Godfrey  Kneller;  and  of  George  I^ 
John  duke  of  Argyle,  and  Archibald  duke  of  Ar- 
gyie,  by  Mr.  Aiknvan  of  Caimey.  This  .Hall  is 
occupied  as  a  place  of  accommodation  !for  the 
lawyers  who  attend  the  court ;  and  single  juldges 
called  ordinary s  also  sit  here  to  determine  those 
causes  of  lesser,  or  forward  those  of  greateiT  im- 
portance. The  whole  court  sft  in  an  adjoind^ 
room,  of  much  smaller  dimensions*  which  wi» 
formerly  appropriated  for  the  meetings  of  tftfr 
jhivy  Council. 

The  Court  of  Exchequer  not  long  ago  occupr* 
ed  a  part  of  this  building ;  but,  having  removed 
to  other  apartments,  the  place  where  the  Court 
of  Session  meet  was  lately  enlarged,  and  new  gal- 
leries erected,  and  it  is  now  by  far  the  most 
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commodious  and  elegant  judgment-hall  in  Bri- 
tain. Thie  Court  of  Justiciary  in  their  sittings 
at  Edinburgh,  meet  in  the  same  place  which  ac- 
conmiodates  the  Court  of  Session,  The  valuable 
library  of  the  Faculty  of  Advocates  occupies  the 
lower  part  of  the  building. 

The  Barons  of  Exchequer  hold  their  court  in 
the  back  part  of  the  Exchange  buildings,  jto 
which  they  removed  lately  from  their  former  si- 
tuation in  the  upper  apartments  of  the  Parlia^- 
ment  House.  But  a  new  court-house  is  speedily 
to  be  prepared. 


REGISTER  OFFICE. 


The  idea  of  erecting  a  building  for  preserving 
fbc  publig  records,  was  first  suggested  by  the  late^ 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


i44 
€3Ltl  of  MorfoHj  lord  Register  of  Scoffand:.  "Tfiff 
Scottish  records  have  been  left  imperfect  from  k 
variety  of  causes.  Edward  I.  is  ^ald  to  have  cars 
fied  off  or  destroyed  matty  of  them^  and  after* 
Vards  Oliver  Cromwell  carried  off  theremainder# 
At  the  Restoration  some  of  those  which  ioA 
fceen  taken  by  Cromwell  were  sent  back  ta 
Scotland  by  sea ;  but  unfortunately  one  of  tiie 
vessels  which  brought  them  was  shipwrecked ; 
arnd  the  records  brought  by  the  other  liave  never 
since  been  properly  arranged.  The  place  whe^ 
they  were  kept  too,  was  such  as  did  trot  Insiire 
safety  from  accidents  by  fire.  The  earl  of  Mor^ 
ton,  therefore,  to  provide  a  place  where  they 
might  be  kept  in  safety  iir  future,  obtained  from 
his  majesty  a.  grant  of  12,0001.  Sterling, /out  of. 
thct  numey  -^sing  frx)m  the  sale  of  the  forfeited 
estates.  The  plan  of  the  present  buildmg  wa« 
accordingly  designed  by  that  celebrated  architecty 
Mr«  Robert  Adam,  and  the  foundation  stone  wa» 
!aid  on  the  mh  of  June  1774*  The  ceremony 
was  performed  under  a  discharge  of  artillery,  ia 
presence  of  the  judges  of  the  Courts  of  Seasioa 
and  Exchequer,  and  in  the  sight  of  a  multitude  of 
spectators.  A  brass  plate  was  put  into  the  foun- 
dation  stone,  with  the  following  inscription  en« 
graven  upon  it :  Consernjandu  TabuRs  Pubkcispo* 
iiium  esti  anno  m,|>cc,lxxiv,  munificentia  optsmf. 
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ti  fuilssiml  ptimipu  Georgii  Tertu.     In  t  gWlB 
Tase,  hennetkally  sealed,  which  was  also  placed 
in  the  foundation  stone,  are  deposited  specimens 
<£  the  diflferent  coins  of  his  present  majesty. 

This  noble  edifice  stands  at  the  east  endi  o^ 
^Prince's  Street,  about  40  feet  back  from  the  line 
of  the  street,  and  its  front  looks  southward  along 
tile  North  Bddge.  The  length  of  the  front  from 
east  to  west  is  800  feet ;  the  breadth,  including 
the  diameter  of  the  dome,  is  ISO  feet.  The  part 
of  the  building  erected  is  only  half  of  the  plan 
Which  was  intended.  It  is  sufficient,  however^ 
for  the  accommodation  of  the  records  at  present ; 
-  and  it  will  probably  be  a  considerable  time  before 
the  increase  of  these  make  a  farther  extension  of 
the.  building  necessary.  According  to  the  origi«^ 
nal  plan  the  building  is  to  consist  of  a  square  of 
SCO  feet,  with  a  dome  of  50  feet  diameter  in  the 
centre.  The  front,  dome^  and  one  half  of  each 
wing  is  only  erected* 

In  the  centre  of  the  edifice  is  the  large  dome,  50 
feet  in  diameter,  and  80  in  height.  This  dome 
is  lighted  from  the  top  by  a  window,  15  feet  in 
diameter,  the  firame  of  which  is  of  copper.  A 
beautiful  statue  of  his  present  Majesty,  in  marble^ 
by  the  Hon.  Mrs.  Damer,  stands  in  the  centre  ^ 
the  dome,  partly  disfigured  by  the  bad  tast^  of 
jfikUng  some  of  the  appendages  of  the  sta|ut» 
N 
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At  each  corner  of  the  front  is  a  Httle  projection, 
with  a  Venetiaii  window,  and  on  the  topz  lS€si^ 

.  tiful  stone  baUustrade»  with  a  small  cupola,  III 
the  middle  is  another  projections  three  windows 

.in  breadth,  and  four  Corinthian  pilasters,  siip^ 

.porting  a  pediment,  within  which  there  is  ia 
composition  the  royal  arms  of  Great  Britaiinj 
Tbese  arms  are  by  |nr  too  small,  considering^ 
their  elevation,  and  the  magnitude  of  the  build* 
kg,. and,  to  a  spectator  who  views  th^mfrom  thtf 
street,  convey  rather  ilie  idea  of  a  lai^  medallion^ 

^than  an  appropriate  ornament  for  such  a  build* 
ing  as  the  Reg^ister  Office.  The  frqpt  is  orna- 
mented with  a  line  entablature  of  the  Corinthiaii 

•  Qrder ;  and  the  grand  outer  staircase  is  p«ha^' 

.  as  elegant  a  design  as  is  any  where  to  be  seen. 

In  the  walls  in  the  insideof  the  building  ave 
numerous  arched  divisions,  disposed  into  presses 

.  for  holding  the  records,  the  access  to  which  is  by 
a  hanging  gallery>  which  encircles  the  whole 
edifice.  Two  elegant  staircases  lead  to  the 
chambers  where  the  records  are  kept,  and  the 
apartments  of  the  qlerks.  The  number  of  thescf 
apartments,  when  the  original  plan  shall  be  ccmqt 
l^leted,  iB  (excluaive  of  passages,  staircases,  and 

!ir«t«>jcloset8)ninety»*even,  aH  of  which  are  arch- 
f&  ^\oW.i  and  accommod^ited  with  fire-plac^ 
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i4axn*5  designs,  Is  sufficfent  to  pei^Jfetuate  Ws 
n^one,  were  there  no  other  nionuments  of  his 
taste,  as  an  architect  of  the  first  merit.  Its  erec- 
tion cost  neirly  40,ocioL  Stealing. 

The  lord  Register  has  the  chief  direction  of  tht; 
business  carried  on  in  this  office,  and  tlie  princi* 
pa|  clerks  of  the  court  of  session  arc  his  deputes. 
iTkese  have  a  number  of  inferior  clerks  under 
thpm  ibr  carrying  on  the  allah^  of  the  court  of 
session,  and  o^her  matters  which  belong  to  the* 
Witut!on. .  The  \6rd  Register  is  a  minister  of 
$i3ltt  in  thiff  country.  He  formerly  collected  the 
Totes  of  the  parliament  of  Scotland,  and  still  col- 
\sctB  those  of  the  peers,  at  the  election  of  the  six- 
teen who  represent  the  body  of  the  Scottish  no- 
feiUty  ia  the  British  parliament* 


COURT  OI*  ADMIRALTY* 

^he  Scottish  Court  of  Admiralty  Is  Very^  an- 
cient ;  but  the  form  of  their  proceedings  of  old 
is  not  much  known,  as  most  of  their  ancient  re- 
cords are  lost*  The  lord  High  Admiral  wfis, 
before  the  union,  his  majesty's  lieutenant  and  ju^ 
fice-general1lpon  the  seas,  and  in  ^1  creeks,  har- 
beun^  and  navigable  rivers  beneath  the  firs^ 
fcriSge*    He  exercised!  his  jurisdiction  by  depti- 
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ti€8»  the  Judge  of  the  High  Court  of  AcfaQidtHf^ 
and  the  judges  of  the  inferior  admiral  courtii  i& 
the  diflRsrent  districts*  By  an  artide  of  the  unioo, 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  Admiralty  in  Scotland. is. 
said  to  be  under  the  lord  High  Admiral  of  Great 
Britain,;  but  this  does  not  seem  to  infer  jurisdiQ« 
tion  in  a  judical  capacity ;  for  the  decrees  of  the 
Admiralty  Court  are  in  civil  cases  subject  to  the 
Court  of  Session)  and  Jq  criminal  to  that  of  the 
Justiciary.  *        . 

The  judge  of  the  High  Court  of  Ad^liralty  t^ 
s^ppointed  by  the  lord  vipe-admind  of  ScotiaB^ 
an  officer  of  state  nomina.ted  By  the  crown ;  and 
those  of  the  inferior  courts  by  the  judge  of  the 
High  Court.  They  have  a  jurisdiction  in  alL 
maritime  cases,  civil  or  crimiu^U  ^d»  by  prba 
scription,  the  High  Court  has  acquired  a  jurisdic- 
tion in  mercantile  causes,  nowise  maritime,  at 
least  where  both  f^o^^^fr^n^atc^  Pr  agree  to  the 
jurisdiction* 


COMHIISSAIIV  COVI^T* 

This  qourt  was  instituted  by  queen  Mary,  .in 
the  year  1 563,  in  place  of  the  jurisdiction  exQx;i»<i 
ed  by  the  officials  of  bishops,  before  the  refurman 
tion  of  relij|ion  in  $Qot;l«|id.    Jt  cgi^B  otfom 
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6r  jlidgot ;  and  i»  'Original  eiClib* 
iislHneKl  has  been  doainned  by  several  acts  ef 
^pai&UBenl.  in  this 'Cdtixt  is  judged  ^^iisitrkiio- 
'iikl  caaes ;  and  its  jurisdiction  in  these  ett^ds 
0vtie^  ScQtltfKL  Other  cases  are  also  judged  hesti 
Midi  as  tBStamentarf  c^anses^  6tc  $  bnt  the  juris- 
#ctioH  of  the  commissari^  extends  in  these  on- 
If  oivdr  the  three  counties  of  East^  West,  and 
JMKd^^othian,  T6  thia  court  also  belongs  the 
pririlege  of  confirming  the  wills  or  testaments  of 
.liatiTes  trho  die  abroad^  and  those  of  persons  who 
die  in  Scotland  without  any  settled  residence. 
From  the  decisions  of  the  judges  of  this  court  an 
^^ypeal  lie*  to  the  court  of  session.  The  court, 
having  Uo  reiieas^  is  always  open  for  hearing  and 
4€tenaiiiittg  cmaistorial  causes.    ' 


wroKtoiHiT. 

irhe  jprindpal  officer  in  this  court  h  Lyon  king 
.at  anas,  whose  dice,  before  the  union,  was  to 
afcange  the  eciieiitioilies  at  the  coronations  of  the  ' 
Socrttish  princes,  and  on  other  public  occasions ; 
ti^'instiecl'tlie  arms  6rt^  nobility ;  and  to  grant 
fiupporters  to  the  arms  of  new  created  peers* ' 
Qodar  tbeiiyon  king  at  arms  are  six  heralds,  and 
«tfS^.n|lfl^  of  purkifvapts.-   These,  itttht|r 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


df^ea^of  Gdremonyy  and  attended  by  tlieodiei«oiU 
cera  of  this  ODUTt»  publish  at  the  Ciom  o€£4iii* 
burgh  all  prodsmatiaiis  issued  by  his  m^esty. 
This  e^urt  has  a  liberty  of  vkitihg  the  amtof, 
the  nobility  and  goitry»  to  disdnguish  them  by 
proper  difFerences^  and  to  register  them^io'theiiv 
books.  ThefieesforT^iatrationarefortiKiseof 
anobleman  twenty  merks  Scottish ;  txf  a  knigfat 
ten  raerks  |  and  of  all  others  who  have  a  right  to 
bear  anast  five  merks. 


SH£aiFF  COVRT. 

A8  ScQl^and  is  divided  into  counties,  sfaires#^or 
stewartriesy  the  sheriff  or  steward,  thekfing^B«1ieu^ 
tenant,  enjoys  an  extensive  jurisdiction,  civil  and 
criminal.  Of  old,  tlie  sheriffor  steward  reviewed 
the  decrees  of  the  b^aron  courts  within  his  terri^ 
tories;  he  mustered  the  military  companies  or 
militia,  whofe  exercises  were  known  by  the  nanne 
of  <meapon  shavjing;  and  the  same  office  is  now 
vpn^wed  in  the  estaUtshment  of  the  militia,  of 
S^otlaqd#  the  ofiicers  of  (Which  receive  their  coiH4- 
n^ssLons  from  the  Ueuleaanty  steward,  or  shei^ 
of  the  county* 

•The.  Sheriff  receives  the  royal  revenne*  ftOBOL 
tbf.^U^ctqr^witl^a  his  di9tiict|  trhldi  tevan 
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tB^theCxelieqner:  he  summdiis  juries  for  the 
trftds  before  the  Court  of  Justiciary ;  and  returns, 
aft  «  member  of  parliament  for  the  county,  the 
person  who  has  a  majority ^  of  suffrages  upon  the 
TpU  of  the  freeholders.  The  sheriff  has  also  a  ci- 
^1  jurisdiction  in  all  cases,  except  in  a  contest 
for  the  property  of  a  landed  estate ;  and  a  criml* 
nad  one  in  cases  of  theft  and  other  smaller  crimes* 
The  office  of  sheriff  was  formerly  hereditary  iri 
the  great  familiea;  but  by  an  act  of  parliament 
in  1748,  this  and  all  other  hereditary  offices  were 
dissoWed  or  annexed  to  the  crown.  The  office 
of  sheriff  is  now  exercised  by  a  judge,  called  the 
tfieriff-depute,  and  his  substitute.  They  are  ap« 
pcmted  by  the  crown,  and  the  former  must  be  s^ 
member  of  thb  Faculty  of-  Advocates.  The  de« 
crees  of  this  court  are  subject  to  review  by  tho^ 
wpreme  courts  of  Session  and  Justiciary. 


COKVENTIOM  OF  ROYAL  BOROUGHS. 

*  This  court  was  instituted  in  the  reign  of  Jame^ 
III^  and  was  appointed  to  be  held  at  Inverkeith* 
hag;  but  it  does  not  appear  that  it  met  earlier 
than  1552.  Since  that  period,  its  constitution 
has'lteen'-eonsiderably  altered,  not  only  ^y  acts  of 
f^^r^tfimcntf  ^\xt  also-  by  its  Sfwn  decrees^    The^ 
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Convention  at  |>re8ent  meets  annually  in  £dta« 
burghy  and  cohskts  of  two  deputies  from  each 
borough.    The  lord  Provost  of  Edinbuigh  is  per- 
petual president*  and  the  city  clerks  oi  £din<« 
burglx  are  clerks  to  the  Convention*    The  powders 
of  this  court  chiefly  respect  the  estabUshznent  q( 
regulations  cgncemii^  trad?  and  commerce  f  afid 
to  this  purpose  the  Convention  has  establish^ 
and  from  time  to  time  renewed  Articles  of  staplfB^ 
cont|;act  with  the  .town  of  Cattpiyere*     As  ih^ 
toyal  boroughs  pay  a  sixth  paft  of  the  suii^  |n9i« 
posed  as  a  land-tax  upoa  the  counties  of  Scoti^u^, 
the  CoB^yention  is  empowered  to  copakbet^  tha, 
«tate  of  trade  and  revenues  in  the  individual  bo^, 
roughs,  and  to  assess  their  req^ective  proportions^ 
Tlus  court  has  also  been  in  use  to  examine  the 
cpaduot  of  magistrates  in  their  adaumstratioa  of 
the  borough  revenue,  althfn^h  this  propctty 
comes  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court  of  Ex- 
chequer, and  to  give  sanction,  upon  particulaf 
occasions,  to,thecom]npnicouaf:ilof  bor^ug^is,  to 
aleniate  a  part  of  the  borpugh  estate*    The  Con« 
ren^oo  ^kewise  con&iders^andsariamigds  thepolid* 
cal  setts  or  constitutors  *Qf  tlie.  difie^nt.^bo^^ 
roughs,  and  ^regulate  matters.  co);icemiag  eLec-; 
tions  brought  before  them*    The  place  where  the 
Convention  i^et  is  in  as  aisi^  of  t)^r  <«siUM4i;al 
"^hui«h  of  SU  Giles,  Bd^bufTgh*^,    >        .;,>.« 
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BOARD  OF  CUSTOMS. 


•  The  Board  of  Customs  consists  of  five  comtnis* 
^ioiierSy  who  manage  the  collection  of  his  majes- 
ty's Customs  in  Scotland,  Under  these  are  a 
secretary,  ind  a  number  of  other  officers  for  con* 
diiicting'thediHbrent  departments  of  business. 
This  Board  formerly' occupied  the  back  part  of 
file  iifuildings  of  the  Exchange ;  but  they  lately. 
>rein6ved  to  the  beautiful  mansion  of  Bellevue^ 
which  is  now  included  in  the  extended  Nqiv 
^own  pf  Edinburgh, 


EXCISE  OFFICE. 


'  Thi^'Board  of  Excise  for  Scotland  is  managed 
\gf  five  commissioners^  a  secretary^  and  a  numboir 
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6f  other  offecers.  The  building  which  is  occiw^- 
i>ied  as  ail  office  b^  this  Boardf  ^hds  in  a  cpn-^ 
€picnbU8  situation  in  a  recess  on  the  eastern  side 
of  St.  Andrew's  Square.  This  edifice  was  bullf 
by  the  late  sir  JLaurence  Dundasfor  his  own  resi-^ 
dence.  It  is  a  very*  handsome  building.  A  pe- 
diment in  front,  SUpj;)orted  by  four  Corfnthiad 
pilasters^  is  ornamented  with  the  it>yal  arms; 
and  the  execution  of  the  whole  is  such  as  to  do' 
credit  to  th^  taste  of  the  person  under  whotf^ 
euperintendence  it  was  erected. 


POST-OFFICfi. 

T'-e  General  Post-Office  of  Scotland  tiraer 
established  in  its  present  form  by  an  act  of  par-> 
Hament  in  171<1  Before  this  period^  th^  were 
regular  posts  in  the  countryy  ^o  a  f^w  of  the 
principal  towns  j  but  the  advantages  of  such  an 
establishment  seem  not  to  have  been  duly  ap<^ 
predated  in  a  nation  at  that  time  without  much 
trade.  In  the  year  1698,  sir  Robert  Sinclair  of 
Stevenson  had  a  grant  from  king  William  of  the 
whole  revenue  of  the  Post-office  of  Scotland* 
with  a  pension  of  SOOl.  per  armum  to  keep  up 
the  post.  But  sir  Robert,  a!ter  deliberatidny 
gave  up  the  grant,  as  tluaking  it  disadvaata* 
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feous.  .  In  1763  the  revenue  of  the  Post-Office 
of  Edinburgh  was  11,9421.  per  annum  ;  and  in 
nady  owin^  to  the  increase  of  trade  and  corresr 
ppndence,  the  same  revenue  was  upwards  of 
40,0001.  At,  present. it,  cannot  be  estimated  at 
less  then  100,0001.  ^^r  annum. 

Tte  business  of  the  General  Post-Office  is  ma^ 
naged  by  a  Postmaster-General,  a  secretary,  and 
a  number  of  clerks.  The  building  occupied  by 
the  establishment  is  situated  at  the  northern  ex«» 
tremity  of  the  western  range  of  buildings  on  the 
North  jBridge ;  an^  from  itsr  centiical  situation, 
affords  a  speedy  conveyance  of  letters  to  any 
part  of  the  meUropoUs.  Besides  this,  however, 
there  are  in  different  parts  of  tlie  city^  places  ap* 
pointed  for  the  reception  of  letters,  under  the  «u« 
perint^denae  of  th^  General  PQ6t-0%e» 
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MOTftCffAL  ESTABLISHMENT. 


MAGISTRACY  OI^  EmMBVRCll. 

EDINBURGH  18  gOTem^  b)r  &  town-coandt 
of  thirtf^hree  membert,  who  have  the  di- 
rection df  all  public  affairs  within  the  Jurisdictioii 
of  the  city*  The  ordinary  council^  however,  con- 
sists only  of  twenty-five  members ;  the  remaining 
eight  are  named  extraordinary.  The  whole  is 
composed  of  merchants  and  tradesmen^  Whose 
resx>ective  powers  and  interests  are  so  interwoven^' 
that  an  equal  balance  is  preserved  between  the 
two  parties. 

The  chief  magistrate,  whose  office  is  much  the 
same  with  that  of  lord  Mayor  in  London,  is  here 
styled  the  lord  Provost.  He  is  htgh<-sheriflr»  coro- 
ner, and  admiral)  within  the  city  and  liberties^ 
190^  the  town,  harbour,  and  road-stead  of.  Leith» 
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lie  has  a  jurisdiction  in  matters  pf  Uf«  and  deaths 
no3v  in  desuetude;  and,. before  the  union,  was  an, 
officer  in  the  Scottish  parliament*  He  is  alsa 
president  of  the  convention  of  roy^  boroughs^ 
colonel  of  the  trained4>andst  commander  of  the. 
city-^uardy  and  of  Edinburgh  jail.  In  the  city 
he  has  the  precedency  of  all  the  great  officers  of 
state,  and  of  the  nobility ;  walking  on  the  right- 
band  of  the  king^  or  of  his  majesty's  commission-*, 
er  and  representative,  and  enjoys  the  privilege  of 
having  a  sword  and  mace  carried  before  him. 

Beside  the  provost  are  four  magistrates,  cak 
led  Bailies,  whose  duty  is,  nearly  equivalent,  to 
that  of  the  aldermen  in  London.  There  is  aW. 
an  officer,  v»th  the  title  of  Dean  of  Guild,  who. 
fats  the  charge  of  the  public  buildings,  and  with-^ 
out  whose  warrant  no  house  can  be  erected, 
vit^  the  Gity.  The  otha-  members  of  the  coun- 
€al  are- a  treastifer,  whose  office  is  only  nominal^* 
(the  money  of  the  city  being  kept  by.  a.  person 
%nth  the  title  of  chamberlain),  three  merchant 
and  two  trades  counsellors,  and  the  fourteen  dea« 
cons  of-the  incorporated  trades,  who,  with  seven 
members  of  the  council  of  the  foregoing  year, 
complete  the  magistracy  by  which  the  <ity  and 
suburbs  is  governed* 

The  Merchant  Company,  from  whom  the  prin«> 
dpal  part  of  the  tovm-council  are  chosen,  w«d» 
O 
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kicoi^oi^t^  hf^  charter  from  king  CJiaJki  %^' 
on  the  3fth  of  October  1681.  Before  tfiisperx<Sd,' 
*fee  merchants  of'  Edinburgh  formed  a  'corpora^* 
tion  called  the  Gtnlity^  from  whkih,  for  deve«il 
iges,  the  magi^tiutea  were  solely  elected*,  t6  the 
exclusion  of  the  p^r66n3  belonging  to  the  Crafti^ 
or  incorporated  trades, 

-  By  an  act  of  partiiiment,  however,  in  the  reign 
of  Jalneft^  IITj  each  of  the  incorporated  trades  were- 
empowered  to  choose  one  of  their  nixmber  to  v6t^* 
in  the  elections  of  officers  for  the  government  o^ 
t&e  City;  and  by  a  dccireetrarbitral,  dated  tlie 
jOd^of  April  l5BSy  ia'  whkA  long  James  VI.  h&if 
self  was  umpire/  the  pifcaent  j? f/ or  cOnatitution 
tff  the  borough' was^Snkllf  established.'  »*       '       "- 

"  The  fourteen  incorpbrattiitridesof  EAittbttrgfci' 
ffre  as  follow:  *     '    '      .       '' 

-  1.  Surgeons. -^TYA^  incoiporatioh.  was'  erected' 
by  the  magistrates  on  the  ist  of  JWy  1505.  -  A»' 
in  other  countries  of  Europe,  the  pro£e8sioii> 
was,  at  its  first  erection,  conjoined  with  the  bar-' 
bers,  and  both  these  occupations  were  exercised 
by  the  same  persons.  In  the  charter  of  incorpo- 
ration it  was  provided,  that  none  of  the  members 
should  take  an  apprentice,  unless  he  were  able 
«  baith  to  wryte  and  reid ;"  and  the  sole  priTi^ 
1^  was  conferred  upon  them  of  making  aiw|.' 
filing  tfjt*arr«f4r  withm  the  city,  ' 
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,,^l^. garter  of.  erection  was  coafinoed  lif 
Jam^JV,  o^  t)ie  isth  of  October  i$0^;  anil 
^eeo  Maryi  to  enahle  the.  memben^  to  attend 
i&ore  closiy  on  their  patients  ^^d  «tudie8»  (tidy  hf 
ier  lettersrpatent,  of  the  lUh  2^y  15^7,  fxeinpt 
jthieDi  from  attending  juries,  wat^^ing  AOd  ward- 
ing within  the  city  and  libertiea  fsS  £dinbuigb« 
,^he«e  grants  were  conQnned  by  Javaes  Wh  in 
^fiis,  as  they  likewise  wete  by  pariiancnt  on.the 
-jljrtii  of  Jlovewber  ^641. 
^  ^In  (he  ypa9cJ6i»1f>  the  ^a^FO-cQuodU  on  the  ap< 
jpUcatjon  of  some  of  the  niembcra  of  this  incoB- 
gt^pfi^  erected  the  surgeons  and  apothecaries 
Sjpioi  one  {community.  This  erectioa  was  can- 
Jrmed  by  Charles  U,  ip  ifiTOt  and  by  WilHm 
and  Mai:yln  I6d4»  with  an  additional  gra^t  of 
liberty  to. practise  in  some  of  the  nesghbotiring 
counties.  The  arts  of  suigery.and  pharmacy 
being  thus  united,  the  coiporatjon  laid  aside  the 
profession  of  the  barber  art.  They  continued^ 
ho^evoTf  tp  supply  the  necessities  of  the.tcntni  iiK 
^is  depar^epty.  by  apppinting^  a  sufScient  nnn^ 
ber  of  persons  qu^ified  to  ^ave  aod  dress  haup 
jqinder  their  ini(pection' 

The  incprporation  Opntimied  ip  this  state  tiB 
.the  jear  .17  ^9f  when  the  court  of  sessioa  by  a 
4ecree , entirely  separated  the  barbers  from  the 
burgeons.    1* he  former,  howevcryore  still  obliged 
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to  register  their  apprentices  al<Mig  mtii  those  or 
'th^  more  elevated  colleagues ;  but  the  two  t^xo- 
fesnons,  bo  widiely  different  in  the  qualifications 
required  for  each,  are  now  separated  for  ever*.   <- 

The  surgeons  were  again  incorporated  by  a 
royal  charter,  dated  the  l4th  of  March  1778^  un- 
der the  title  of  The  Royal  College  of  Suiqgewis. 
<The  hall  for  the  me^etings  of  this  society  staxi4s 
dn  Surgeons  Square.  In  it  are  a  number  of  por- 
traits of  celebrated  characters  connected  with  tiie 
society.  Here  is  also  a  theatre  for  dissection^ 
and  a  smaU  museimi. 

2,  Goldsmitksf^TYii^  society  of  goldsmiths  wai 
in  ancient  times  attached  to  the  incorporation 
known  by  the  name  of  Hammerfrien,  Prom  this 
society  they  were  separated  by  the  magistratbn 
pf  the  city  in  1581,  and  erected  into  a  distinct 
body.  This  erection  was  afterwards  confirmed 
by  royal  charters.  The  goldsmiths  of  Edinb^urgh 
had  a  power  of  inspecting  and  regubting  all  the 
yessels  of  silver  and  gold,  manufactured  Dot  oinly 
in  the  city,  but  m  other  parts  oi  Scotland  ;  and 
Jikewise  to  destroy  all  that  was  found  false  or 
counterfeit,  and  punish  the  offenders  by  fine  or 
imprisonment.  This  community  had  formerly  a 
handsome  hall  in  the  Parliament  Square  for  trans* 
i^tinj^  their  business ;  but  it  was  diestrojred  bj 
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tr^  about  ten  years  ago,  and  has  not  since  b&^ 
Rebuilt. 

S.  Skinners. — ^The  society  of  skinners  ot  glo- 
wers was  formed  into  a  corporate  body  about  the 
year  1586,  and  their  charter  was  confirmed  by  the 
-magistrates,  with  some  restrictions,  in  1630.  The 
h^  of  this  incorporation  h  in  the  lane  caUed  from. 
ft  Sluntiers  close. 

^  4.  Furriers. — ^The  society  of  furriers  is  very 
'ancient;  but  thehr  original  charters  being  lost, 
-it  is  impossible  to  ascertain  with  accuracy  the 
time  of  their  first  erection  into  an  incorporation. 
By  a  petition  of  this  body  to  the  magistrates, 
however,  in  the  yeir*  1593,  complaining  of  the 
encroachments  of  the  tailors  and  skinners  on  thk 
branch  of  art,  and  in  whidh  they  state  themsekes 
td  have  been  at  that  time  a  "  calling  cf  ane  verie 
isntient  standing  within  burgh,"  we  may  justly 
irate  them  to  have  existed  as  a  body  a  OMisidcrable 
lime  prior  to  this  date. 

•  ^,  Hammermen. — ^The  hammermen  were  first 
erected  into  an  incorporate  body  by  the  town- 
council  in  1485.  At  thi«  time  they  consisted  of 
the  arts  of  blacksmiths,  goldsmiths,  lorimers, 
saddlers,  cutlers,  and  bucklers  or  armourers.  The 
goldsmiths  were  separated  from  the  hammcrmcB, 
"(as  already  mentioned)  in  1531  ;  but  they  hayq 
iific^  received  an  addition  to  their  number  of  fl&i 

0  s^ 
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yeral  other  branches  of  art,  such  as  foundctt^ 
coppersmithst  &c.  which  has  increased  the  num^ 
ber  of  trades  belonging  to  this  incorporatioa 
to  seventeen.  In  its  corporate  capacity,  this  80« 
ciely  are  patrons  of  the  hammermen  in  the  su* 
burbs  of  Portsburgh  and  Potter-row,  as  they  ftw* 
merly  were  of  those  in  the  town  of  Leith.  Their 
hall  of  meeting  is  the  small  ancient  chapel  of  StL 
Mary  Magdalen,  in  the  stree^  named  the  Cow«* 
gate. 

6.  and  7.  fTri^hts  and  Af/wow.-^These  two 
branches  of  art  were  first  formed  into  an  incor* 
poration  by  an  act  of  the  magistrates  of  Edhw 
burgh  in  1475.  At  this  time  it  consisted  of  these 
two  professions  only ;  but  several  others  at  dif- 
ferent times  were  added.  By  a  decree  of  th^ 
court  of  session  in  170S,  the  bow-makers,  gla- 
ziers, plumbers,  and  upholsterers,  were  added  to 
the  masons ;  and  to  the  wrights  were  attache4 
the  painters,  slaters,  sivewrights  and  coopers. 
This  incorporation  had  formerly  a  hall  in  the  laae 
named  Niddry's  wynd,  which  having  been  built 
on  the  site  of  an  ancient  chapel  dedicated  to  the 
Holy  Virgin,  was  called  St..  Mary's  chapel.  -  In 
tl.e  course  of  the  improvements  of  the  city  this 
hall  was  pulled  down  j  but  the  incorporation 
have  erected  a  new  one  in  Burnet's  close,  whick 
stjll  retaias  the  ancient  name. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


16^ 

^«>>^ailor«--Tbis  society  firait 

inagistrates  fpr  their  sanction.  t< 

body  in.  the  year  1500;  but  i\ 

been  formed   into   a   regular 

fiire    this    period.      Subseque 

^fnple  privileges,,  were  conferrec 

by  tbemagiatratea,  in  1531  and 

confirmed  by  king  James  V.J 

jacwpGration  aiiciently  belonge 

^d  direction  of  all  the  tailors  \ 

of  Edinburgh,  and  town  of  Irci 

letain  the  superiority  over  thoi 

iaent  suburbs.     The  hall  wh< 

Ijansact  business  is  in  the  street 

9,  ^ij^^r/.— The  time  when  t 

fsected  into  an  incorporation 

must  have  be.en,  however,  befi 

as  .by  a  grant  frpm  the  comm 

year,  concerning  the  grinding  o: 

.miilsj.they  appear  to  have  had; 

;^ter.    The  members  of  this  cor 

#ole  privilege  of  baking  hvca^ 

but  the  court  of  session  has 

hucksters  or  gTQC^s  may  seU 

pty  and  liberties,  provided^  tl 

1  without  the  same. 

:,..   la  .i^/«^.'r/r-The  Fleshers 

Sftty  ancient  incorporation ;  bi 


,y  Google 


let 

ti  .their  bd^  efUblished  loCo  a  sodeCy  ta  adC 
with  certaintf  known.  The  first  laws  and  're* 
gulations  for  this  body,  howeviery  were  granted 
by  the  magistrsites  of  the  city  in  1488;  which 
makes  it  probable  that  they  had  not  been  Ibng 
Ibrmed  into  a  fraternity  before  that  period. 
'  11.  CorM»erj.—The  cordiners  or  shoema^en 
were  erected  into  an  incorporate  body  by  a  chax» 
ter  from  the  town*council  in  the  year  I449u^ 
Their  chartef  was  confirmed  h%  an  additional  ear 
in  15869  and  received  the  royal  sanction  of  Jametf 
VI.  in  I5i98w  The  hall  wheie  this  company  meet 
is  near  the  head  of  the  bne  called  the  Horse« 
wynd. 

12.  fFeat^n.-^The  weavers  of  Edtnbm:gi& 
were  formed  into  a  fraternity  by  the- magistrates 
«n  the  aist  January  1475. 

18.  Waitkers, — ^This  society  seems  t6  have  beeii> 
Incorporated  by  the  magistrates  of  the  city  about 
the  year  I500.r  The  trade  of  hatters  was  conjoifi-^ 
ed  with  them  in  I6729  and  they  now  form  one  in-^ 
corporation. 

14.  BoTmet'makers4 — ^This  trade  was  anciently 
attached  to  the  incorporation  of.  waukers ;  but 
from  these  they  were  separated,  and  erected  inti? 
a  distinct  body  by  the  magistrates,  in  the  yeaf 
1530.  About  the  nuddle  of  the  seventeenth  cen^ 
tiir^i  by  th^  in^xKluction  of  the  wearing  oChilfl^  ^ 
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filMct  dfhonaetn,  this  society  was  n^y  dissol- 
ved ;  but  upon  an  application  to  the  town-roun- 
ctlin  l6S4y  the  trade  ofa^iitsfer  or  dyer  was  unit- 
ed to  thenxy  although  the  uicorporaticm  stiU  goet 
^tmder  its  former  name* 

Cofkffemaiers.^The  candlemalcers  form  an  in* 
raporated  trade  inEdinbuigh,  though  they  have 
not  the  piivSlejge 'of  sending  a  member  to  the 
ebminoa-comiciL  They  lo«t  this  privilege  in 
iia^i  bf  not  producihg  tiieir  charter  and  signing 
Ae  refinrence  made  in  ttiat  yearto  the  arbiters  api 
pcnnted  by  James  VI,  at  which  time  the  present 
\feit  or  constittition  of  the  borough  was  established. 
"The  candlemakers,  however,  possess  all  the  other 
itigiits  and  priWl^pes  whSch  arfe  exercised  by  the 
incorponttel  trades^ 

^ .  Such  are  the  bodies  from  which  the  magistrates 
of  Edinburgh  are  elected.  The  election  is  con^ 
ducted  in  the  following  manner:  A  Uet  or  list  of 
siK  peRSpns  is  made  out  by  each  incorporation* 
firom  which  number  the  deacon  belonging  to  that 
incorporation  mast  be  chosen.  These  lists  are 
tjien  laid  before  the  common-couneH  of  twenty- 
five>  who  **  shorten  the  leetj^**  by  striking  out* 
one  half  of  the  names  from  each ;  and  from  the 
three  remaining  ones  the  deacon  is  to  be  chosen. 
^PfThea^s  election  is  overt  the  new  deacons  am 
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^^Medted  to  the  council,  who  choose  sit  of  t|vacif . 
to  be  onlinary  members  of  their  body,  and  tke  suf 
deacons  of  the  former  year  leave  their  pl^es*  Thf 
/Council  of  twenty-five  next  proceed  to  the  elec- 
tion of  three  merchant  and  two  trades  counsel- 
lors. Leets  or  lists  are  then  made  out,  £roixv 
.which  the  lord  provost,  dean  of  guild,  treasi^-ef 
and  bailies  mui;t  be  chosen.  The  candidates  for 
/each  of  these  offices  are  three  in  number;  2pi 
the  election  is  made  by  the  thirty  members  of 
council,  joined  to  the  eight  extraordinary  coimi- 
cil-deaconf. 

The  business  of  the  city  is  managed  by  the  or* 
^//ir^zry  council  of  twenty-five^  the  eight  extra^r^ 
^  dmary  deacons  being  only  called  in  on  certain 
occasions,  when  their  number  is  increased  to 
thirty-three,  and  ^e  meeting  is  on  this  occasion 
called  the  extraordinary  coimeiL  The  ordinary 
council  njeet every  Wednesday  forthe  ^spatcb 
cf  business. 

To  the  town-council  are  attached  four  gentle* 
men  of  the  law,  under  the  name  of  Assessors^ 
who  assist  and  direct  them  in  their  deliberations 
on  difficult  or  contested  cases. 

Criminal  Court, — ^The  magistrates  of  £dix>» 
burgh  hold  a  court  in  which  are  tried  all  criminal 
causes  that  occur  within  the  city  and  liberties. 
They  have  a  right  to  inflict  arbitrary  punid^* 
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Aents,  and  the  lord  Provost,  in  certain  cases,  hat 
a  jarisdiction  in  matters  of  life  and  death.  But 
this  jurisdiction  is  not  now  exercised ;  the  magis« 
tnites  only,  in  capital  crjmes>  taking  zprectiigniti^f, 
or  forwarding  the  business  for  the  supreme 
Courts. 

*  BaUie  Court. — ^The  bailie  court  tries  all  causes 
of  debt  and  civil  trespass  that  occur  Within  the 
jurisdiction  pf  the  city.  One  bailie  only  sits  at 
a  time ;  and,  being  in  office  for  one  year,  the  four 
bailies  sit  in  this  court  each  three  months  alter- 
rately..  Actions  to  any  anaount  agj^nst  an  inha- 
bitant of  Edinburgh  can  be  judged  |n  this  court. 

*  Teff  Merk  Court, — ^This  court  is  likewise  held 
by  the  magistrates  of  Edinburgh  for  the  recovery, 
in  a  summary  manner,  of  all  petty  sums  not  ex- 
ceeding ten  merka  Scots,  or  lis.  l-J  Sterling,  ex^ 
cept  in  the  case  of  servants  wages,  which  can 
lie  sued  for  to  any  amount.  It  was  institu* 
^ed  as  a  relief  for  the  poorer  class  of  citizens, 
who  might  not  be  able  to  enter  into  an  expensive 
liiigation.  The  whole  amount  of  the  expence 
pf  a  process  here  does  not  exceed  8d.  Ster- 
ling. 

Dean  ofGuHd  Court.^thls  court  is  composed 
of  an  officer,  called  the  D^an  of  Guild,  assisted 
by  a  council  of  four  members,  appointed  by  the 
fi^gistrates.    Jt  takes  cognizance  pf  all  the  bufl^ 
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logs  which  are  erected  within  the  diy  anH  Vhet*. 
ties,  none  of  wh^qh  can  be  built  without  a  wairast 
from  this  court.  It  has  aUo  the  privilege  of  visit*, 
ing  and  inspecting  such  houses  as  are  insu£&». 
denty  or  in  danger  of  falling  down^  and  iias  a. 
power  of  condemning  them>  if  found  insecure 
and  of  obliging  the  inx>prietors  to  puU  them 
down  and  rebuild  them.  The  Dean  of  GuilA, 
Court  inspects  and  reg;ulateft  all  the  wdghts  and 
measures  used  in  the  city ;  and  haa  a  power  cT ' 
sdzing  such  as  are  found  deficient^  and  punishing^ 
th&  persons  who  use  them  by  fine  and  coafisca^ 
tion.  This  court  llk-ewise  takes  accoiint  of  afl 
the  merchants  and  tradeannen  within  the  town  ; 
and  sees  that  none  exercise  these  prc^ssions  ex-^ 
cept  those  who  have  been  admitted  to  the  foe- 
dom  of  the  city- 

The  lord  Provoft  is  lord  lieutenant  of  the  dty,.^ 
and  the  four  bailies  are  justioes  of  the  peace  £» 
officio  within  the  liberties. 

The  Magistrates  of  Edinbuigh^  alsoy  at  mpei' 
riors  of  the  suburbs  of  Canongate*  Easter  and 
Wester  Portsburgh^  and  the  town  of  Leith,  have 
the  appointment  of  baron-bailies  for  these  di-^ 
atricts ;  and  these  in  their  turn  appoint  persons 
with  the  title  of  resident  bailies^  who  hold  courta. 
jfor  the  trial  of  petty  offeuces.    The  chief  magi- 
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•intefcKthetownof  Ldth  has  the  title  of  au^ 

The  revenue  of  Edmburgh  consists  of  an  iiov 
post  on  wines  the  shorn  dues  of  Leith,  duties  on 
maxietsy  annuity  or  ministers  stipend,  landed 
property,  feu-dutier,  and  money  received  from 
the  inhabitants  who  are  supplied  with  water- 
pipei  The  whole  cannot  be  estimated  at  lest 
than  lOfiOOper  annum.  These  revenues  are  col- 
lected and  kept  by  a  person  with  the  title  of 
city  chamberlain,  the  ofHce  of  treasurer  being 
now  merely  nominal.  The  office  of  chamberlani 
was  instituted  by  the  town<ouncir  in  1766. 

The  magistxates  of  Bdinburgh  have  a  neat  haB 
for  their  meetings.  It  is  situated  at  the  north.- 
west  entrance  of  the  FSirliament  Square'.  In  their 
official  capacity,  the  provost  and  bailies  are 
clothed  in  scarlet  robes»and  the  rest  of  the  mem« 
berg  of  the  council  in  black  gowns*  A  sword 
and  mace  are  carried  before  them  on  all  public 
occasions ;  and  the  provost,  balKes,,  and  dean  of 
guilds  wear  chains  of  gold  round  their  necks. 


TOLBOOTH. 

The  buMng  called  the  Tolbooth  stands  in  tfitf 
middle  of  the  High  Street,  at  the  western  extre-- 
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mlty  of  that  range  of  boildings  (most  part  of 
which  lias  been  lately  pulled  down)  called  the 
Xuckenbooths*    It  was  erected. by  the  citizens 
of  Edinburgh  in  the.  year  1561,  not  merely  for 
the  purposes  of  a  prison,  but  likewise  for  the  ac- 
commodation of  the  parliament  and  courts    of 
justice*     The  parliament,  however,    witli     the 
other  courts,  having  removed  to  a  building  erec- 
ted in  the  neighboui-hood,  a  little  to  the  south  of 
the  present  Tolbooth,  it  was  converted  solely  in-, 
to  a  prison,  and  since  1640  has  been  used  only 
for  that  purpose.    The  last  parliament  at  which 
Royalty  presided  was  held  in  the  Tolbooth,  im- 
inediateiy  after  the  coronation  of  Charles  I.   in 
July  1633.  The  external  appearance  of  the  build- 
ing is  mean ;  nor  do  the  accommodations  within 
jcpmpensate  for  the  want  of  elegance  withoiit. 
ifa  the  intended  plap  for  the  improvement  of  the 
jcity,  however,  it  is  to  be  pulled  down  j  but  this 
cannot  be  done  until  another  prison  is  erected* 
The  ground-floor  of  the  Tolbooth  is  paitly  laid 
Qut  in  shops,  and  partly  occupied  by  th^  soldiery 
f^f  the  town-guard. 


CANONGATE  TOL»OOTH, 

Tlic  Canongate  Toll^ygjh  ox  prison,  as  appe««» 
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from  an  inscription  on  the  front,  aeems  to  trite 
been  either  biiilt  or  repaired  in  the  reign  ot  James 
Vt.  '  The  building  contains  a  court-room  for  the 
Won-bailie  of  the  distnct,  and  is  surmounted 
with  ^  spire  and  clock.  It  stands  on  the  north 
side  of  £hat  part  of  the  High  Street  named  Ca* 
nongate.  Besides  this  there  are  court-house* 
and  prisons  in  the  othei*  suburbs ;  but  none  of 
these  deserve  particular  notice. 


,i!  ff  S  ■  ■ 


BRIDEWELL. 

The  Edinburgh  Bridewell  was  founded  on  the 
50th  of  November  1791.  Before  that  period,  the 
city  of  Edinburgh  had  an  institution  of  a  similar 
kind,  under  the  name  of  the  Houje  of  Correction^ 
for  the  reception  o^  strolling  poor,  vagrants,  and 
prostitutes;  This  establishment  was  prqecte^l^^ 
•    Par   ' 
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^16321;  and  being,  the  first  of  the  ]kind.ln  the 
town,  a  person  was  brou|;ht  from  England  to  8\u 
perintend  its  management.  This,  in  eourie  of 
time,  being  found  on  a  scale  too  xmall  for  the  in- 
creased population  of  the  city«  a  new  Bridewell, 
was  projected)  and  the  present  building  reared. 
It  stands  pn  the  high  hill  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Edinburgh,  which  rises  on  the  east  of  the  suburb 
named  the  Cadton.  The  foundation  kone  was 
laid  by  the  earl  of  Morton,  as  grand  master  mason 
•of  Scotland)  attended  by  the  lord  Provost,  magis- 
^trateS)  and  town-council  in  their  robes,  and  in 
^[ir^sence  of  a  number  of  noHemen  and  gentle- 
men. In'  the  foundation-stoQe  were  put  two 
crysUd  bottles,  containing  the  different  coins  of 
his  present  majesty,  and  an  almanack  and  news- 
papers, and  a  plate  of  copper  with  an  inscription, 
m^pre  likewise  there  deposited. 
.  The  building  is  of  semicircular  form*  and  was 
done  from  a  plan  of  the  late  celebrated  Mr.  Robert 
Adam.  It  conststs  of  five  floors,  the  upper  one 
of  which  is  used  as  an  hospital  and  store-rooms. 
A  passage  goes  along  the  middle  of  the  semicir- 
cular part  of  tie  building,  with  apartments  on 
each  side.  The  apartments  on  the  outwaid  side 
of  the  curvature  are  smaller  than  those  in  the 
inside.  They  are  also  double  the  number,  and" 
^  tised  at  separate  bed-cbambenk  *  The  apart* 
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mbnU  in  the  ino^  ude  of  the  senatucle,  of  wfcic&. 
tiiere  are  thirteen  in  each  floor,  are  allotted  for 
labour.  They  have  a  grate  in  front,  and  look 
into  an  inner  court.  Opposite  to  these,  in  tiie 
straight  side  of  the  buHding,  is  a  dark  apartmenty. 
with  narrow  windows,  fkun  which,  without  being; 
seen,  the  governor  ha'S  a  view  of  the  persona  at 
work.  The  bed-chambcKS  are  lighted  by  a  lon^ 
narrow  window  in  each,  and  their  furniture  con* 
sists  of  a  bed  and  a  Bible. 
'  This  building  was  finished  in  1796,  and  opened 
for  the  reception  of  culprits  of  both  sexes.  THe 
expence  of  its  erection  waff  defrayed  ^y  an  assess 
raent  on  the  inhabitants  of  the  city  and  county^ 
suded  by  a  grant  of  5pooU  from  govemmeuL. 


weigH'Souse:.^ 

,  Thci  city  weigh-house  stanJA  at  the  jjppercnS 
qf  the  lane  called  the  West-bow,  nearly  ip  tlic 
middle  of  the  street.  At  what  time  the  present 
building  was  erected  is  not  known  $  but  the 
ground  on  which  it  is  situated  wa:  granted  to  the 
qitisieiif  by  king, David  U*  in  the  year  IS 5?.  Thi^ 
edlf  og,  which  is  Qinch  decayed,  is  a  great  iacttm«^^ 
I^F^ce  to  the  street,  neither  the  architecturey. 
v^ck  i«  of  the;  nkcanest  Ixadji  nor  the  puiposepr - 
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tovtirhich  die  building  is  applied^  suiting  the'pl^ce. . 
vheife-  it  sUnds*  The  weigh-hduse  is  under  the 
dtrectimiof  theniagi8tra£e8,and  standard  vv^ights 
are  kept  li^re  for  weighing  any  kind  of  goods- 
required  by  the  inhabitants.  This  instituticm 
dtaws  to  tiie  city  an  annual  rerenue  of  aboat 
1701.  Sterling. 


liXCNANGE. 

^i8l>uilding  stands  on  the  noith  side  of  the  ^ 
High  ?llreet,  opposite  to  the  site  of  the  andent 
iharket-cross.     The'  ancient   Sxchange^  which ' 
stood  in  the  Parliament  Square^  but  which  ha» 
been  long  removed,  was  built  in  1685.    It  was 
in  the  middle  of  a  handsome  paved  court,  and  - 
bad  a  range  of  piazzas  fof  the  merchants.lo  meet 
in  to  transact  their  business.     But,  attached  to 
tAe  former  place  of  their  meeting  at  ^c  Crosst 
this  convenience  was  never  used  by  the  mer*'. 
chants.    The  present  Exchange  was  the  first  of 
the  plan  of  improvements  wbidi:  have  raised  Edin-*' 
burgh  in  elegance  superior  to  most  other  cities* 
ft  was  founded  in  the  year  1753;  and  on  this 
occasion,  there  was  a  grand  procession,  and  the 
greatest  concourse  of  people  assembled  that  had 
trsr  been  known  before  in  the  metropolio.     4 
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tnomphal  lurch  was  erected,  through  which  tl^  : 
procession  passed,  and  medals  were  scattered- 
among  the  populiure.'  1%e  whole  was  complet- 
ed is  1761,  at  an  expence  of  3l,oooL  Sterlmg. 

The  Exdiange  is  an  elegant  building,  of  b. 
wfaan  fonn,  with  a  court'  in  the  centre.    Tbe* 
principal  part  of  the  edifice  forms  the  north  side . 
of  the  square,  and  extends  from  east  to  west  11} 
.feet  over  wall,  by  51  broad.    Pillars  and  arches 
support  a  platform,   on  wbkh   is  a  pediment 
with  the  town's  arms.    To  the  south  the  build* 
ing  IB  60  ieet  fai;^';  but  the  northern  part,  owing 
to  the  deeiivity  of  the  ground,  rises  lOO  feet. 
The  extreme  dimensions  of  the  whole  building 
amount  to  182  feet  south  and  north,  by  H 1  feet  . 
east  and  west  upon  the  north  front ;  but  upon 
the  south  front  147  iedt.    The  apartments  in  the 
back  part  cf  tiie  building  are  occupied  by  the 
barbns  vf  his  majesty's  Exchequer;  the  rest  is 
laid  out  in  shops  and  houses.    Notwithstanding 
the  convenience  of  the  square  of  the  Exchange, 
for  merchants  to  meet  in,- and  its  vicinity  to  the 
Cross,  they  stHl  prefer  standing  in  the  opem- 
*eet. 
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POLICE. 


^fhe  police  of  Edinburgh  is  wdli  eonduct^ 
sf^d  in  perhaps  no  city  in  the  world  are  the  in-, 
habitants  better  protected  in  their  persons  andT 
properties  thad  in  the  Scottish  metropolis.    Rob-^ 
b^ry  is  here  ra^«,  and  street  murder  almoflit.un*  . 
known..     This  is  in  a  great  measure  owing  to 
that  useful  establifihnient  called  the  Town  Guard. ; 
1^ his  guard  originated  from  the  sq^rehensions  oF 
the  citizefis  of  an  atUck  &om  the  English  .after 
the  unfortunate  battle  of  Flbwden,  where  James 
IV.  with  most  of  the  Scottish  nobility  fell*    At 
that  time  the  towurcpuncil,  with  an  intrepidity 
which  did  tkem  honour,  commaad^  the  inhabi- 
tants to  assemble  in  defence  of  the  city,  and  or- 
^ed'  every  fourth  man  to  be  on  duty  each  night. 
This  introduced  a  kind  of  personal  duty  for  the 
defence  pf  the  town,  called  tVatchmg  and  Ward'- 
ing  $  by  which  the  trading  part  of  the  inhabi- 
tants were  obliged  to  watdi  alternately,  in  order 
to.  suppress  occasional  disturbances.    This,  l)o w- 
ever,  becc«?aing  in  time  extremely  inconvenient, 
the  town-council,  in  1648  appointed  a  body  of 
aaxty  men  to  be  raised  \  the  captain  of  whi9h  was 
td  hare  a  monthly  pay  of  i  il.  2s.  ^  two  lieute- 
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iBSmts  of  2l.  eachi  two  seijeants  oT  ll.  58,  and  the 
private  men  of  158.  each.  No  regular  fund  was 
established  for  defraying  the  expenee,  the  conse- 
qaejice  of  whicfh  was,  that  the  old  method  of 
watching  and  warding  was  resumed;  but  the 
I«eople  on  whom  this  service  devolved  were  now 
become  so  relaxed  in  their  discipline^  that  the 
magistrates  were  threatened  with  having  the 
king's'  troops  quartered  in  the  city.  If  they  did . 
not  appoint  a  sufficient  guard.  "To  prevent  this 
j^easure  from  being  resorted  to,  forty  men  were 
raised  in  1679,  and  in  1682  the  number  were  in* 
creased  to  108. '  After  the  Revolution,  the  town-  * 
council  complained  of  the  guard  as  a  grievance,, 
aftd  requested  parliament  that  it  might  be  re- 
moved.  Their  request  was  immediately  com- 
plied with,  and  the  old  method  of  Tvratching  and 
warding  was  renevved.  This,  however,  was  now 
go  intolerable,  that  die  ^ery  next  year  they  ap- 
plied to  parliament  for  leave  to  raise  one  hundred 
and  twenty-six  men  for  the  defence  of  the  city, 
and  to  tax  the  citizens  for  their  payment.  This 
being  likewise  granted,  the  corps  was  raised 
which  still  continues  under  the  name  of  the  to<wn^ 
guard.  At  present  the  establishment  consists 
only  of  an  officer  and  thirty  men,  as  a  guard  to 
the  provost ;  the  remainder  being  lately  disband- 
cdj  to  jDQuiJke  way  for  a  new  system  of  Police^  t9 
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yf'iich  the  sas&at  of  ParliameBt  has  b^en  HaX/tlj 
given. 

The  arms  of  the  town-guard  are  (he  $ame  with 
those  which  are  used  by  the  king's  forces ;  but 
in  doing  the  duty  of  watchmen  during,  the  nighty 
which  they  did  until  the  present  police  act  waft, 
passed,  they  were  armed  with  a  weapon  called  a.' 
Lochaber  axe^  an  ancient  Scottish  ofensive  wea- 
pon,  the  use  of  which  has  in  every  other  place 
been  long  discontinued. 

In  addition  to  the  town-guard,  the  city  had 
lonnerly  a  militia  of  its  ow»>  calle^  the  trained 
handsr  which  consisted  of  si;^teen  ^Quip^ies  of 
100  men  each,  with  proper  ofHcem  They  were 
in  use  to  parade  every  year  ai  the  ^niversary  of 
his  majesty's  birth  5  but  oply  the  ofifcers  now  re- 
main, who  are  elected  annually.  Of  these  the 
provost  had,  and  still  bears,  thou|;)r  the  institu- 
tion for  any  useful  purpose  is  entirely  dissolved**., 
the  title  of  colonel. 

For  the  secyrity  cif  the  city  there  is  likewise  a^ 
Society  of  Constables,  sixty  in  numl^er^  who  ase 
annually  elected  from  the  most  respectable  of  the. 
merchants  and  tradesmen.  This  society  is  under 
the  direction  of  the  magistrates,  and  is  governed 
by  a  moderator  or  preaident|  treaaorer  and  aecce^ 
tajv 
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Tlie  tlifferent  suburbs  of  the  town  have  a!s6 
constables  appointed^  who  are  likewise  under  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  magistrates. 

The  old  system  of  police  having  been  found 
Insufficient  for  the  city  in  its  present  extended 
state,  an  application  was  lately  made  to  Parlia- 
jneht  for  a  new  police  bill  for  the  city.  This 
bill  was  obtained  in  the  last  session  of  Parliament, 
and  was  begun  to  be  acted  upon,  and  a  police 
court  opened  in  Edinbuish,  on  the  15th  of  July 
1805. 

Court  of  Police.— This  court  is  under  the  su- 
pterintendence  of  a  person  with  the  title  of  Judge 
df  Police,  and  a  clerk.  Under  him  are  six  in- 
spectorsj  for  the  different  wards  into  whkh  the 
city  is  divided.  Every  public  outrage,  every 
theft,  robbery  or  depredation,  every  obstruction, 
liuisance,  or  breach  of  cleanliness,  and  every  im-' 
position  or  overcharge  in  articles  under  the  cog^ 
ulzance  of  the  police  act,  are  deemdft  Mblic  of- 
i^ces,  and  are  prosecuted  by  the  inspectors  of 
the  wards.  The  examination  of  the  offender  and 
witnesses  are'  in  this  court  taken  injiantert  and 
nti'va  voce ;  and  the  sentence  pronounced  is  inv- 
mediately  executed.  The  Judge  of  Police  is  em- 
powered to  punish  by  fines  and  compensation  for 
damages,  by  imprisonment  in  jail,  pr  by  cocwnits 
ro?nt  to  Bridewen. 
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BANKS^ 


BANK  OF  SCOTLAND. 


THE  Bank  of  Scotland  waa  erected  by  an 
act  of  parliament  in  1 69  5.  By  the  statute  of 
erection  the  company  were  empowered  to  raise 
a  joint  stock  of  1 ,200^0001.  Scots,  or  lOO^I* 
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Sterling.  The  affairs  of  the  company  are  manage 
ed  by  a  governor,  deputy-governor,  and  twenty* 
four  directors.  The  capital  stock  is  divided  in* 
to  shares,  of  which  the  smallest  is  loool.  Scots^ 
and  the  largest  20,oool.  In  the  election  of  office* 
bearers,  the  qualifications  requisite  are,  that  the 
governor  must  be  possessed  of  at  least  8000I.  in 
the  stock  of  the  company,  the  deputy*govemor 
6000I.  and  SOOOL  for  each  of  the  directors.  Pro* 
prietors  who  have  a  share  of  lOOOl.  of  .stock  are 
entitled  to  vote  in  the  election  of  managers ;  and 
those  who  have  stock  above  that  sum  have  a  vote 
for  every  lo6o]. 

In  the  year  1774,  tliis  company  obtained  an 
act  to  enlarge  their  capital  to  2,400,oool.  Scots^ 
or  206,0001.  Sterling.  By  tliis  act  it  was  provid- 
ed, that  no  one  individual  should  possess  in 
if^hole  more  than  40,oool.  in  stock,  and  the  quali- 
fication for  the  offices  of  governor  and  directors 
was  doubled.  The  stock  of  this  bank  is  at  pre- 
sent one  million  Sterling. 

This  company  has  of  late  erected  an  elegant 
banking  office  at  the  head  of  the  entrance  to  the 
earthen  mound.  In  digging  the  foundation  for 
this  edifice,  the  same  obstacle  came  in  the  way 
•'  which  occasioned  an  obstruction  in  the  building, 
and  eventually  occasioned  the  falling,  of  the 
J^orth  Bridge.     After  thev  had  dug  to  a  great 

Q 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


(kf^  no  proper  foundatkm  could  be  foood  ftt 
the  building,  it  being  all  what  is  called  travelled 
earth*  The  qnantity  of  this  earth  removed  waa 
auch,  that  some  of  the  neighbouHng  buildingSy  b^ 
the  removal  of  the  mass  Which  supported  thenu 
were  rent  in  the  Walls,  and  the  inhabitants  oblig* 
ed  to  remove.  A  solid  foundation  was  at  length 
foundji  and  the  building  reared.  The  quan^ 
titj^,  however,  of  stone  and  mortar  which  are  bu* 
ried  below  the  present  surface  is  immense,  an4 
perhaps  as  much  of  tlie  building  is  below  ground 
cs  that  which  is  raised  above  it.  The  dead  wall 
on  the  north  part  of  the  edifice,  where  thedeclivi^ 
ty  is  greatest,  is  covered  by  a  handsome  stone 
curtain,  ornamented  with  a  ballustrade*  The 
s^outh  front  is  pretty  elegant.  A  small  domre  rise^j 
from  the  centre ;  and  in  the  front  are  four  pm^ 
jections.  A  range  of  Corinthian  pilasters  deco* 
rate  the  second  floor ;  and  over  the  door,  in  the 
recess  formed  by  the  projections,  i^  a  Venetiaa 
window,  ornamented  with  two  columns  of  the 
Corinthian  order.  In  tlie  formation  oi  these  co- 
lumns, exact  proportion  stems  not  to  have  been 
much  re^avdet!.  The  building,  however,  is  in 
general  well  finished ;  ard  from  its  situation  fonht 
no  inconsiderable  addition  to  the  arqtut^ptojr^ 
«(|MiQents  of  8dlab^i|[h» 
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lHOrAL  fiANK« 


i!%e  Hoyd  Bank  of  Scotland  was  established 
oft  the  Si8t  of  May  1727.  The  stock  of  this 
compatiy  consists  in  the  equivalent  money  which 
^m  due  to  Scotland  at  the  union.  Proprietors 
of  these  sums,  to'^the  extent  of  lll,000l.  Sterling, 
Were' the  original  subscribers.  But  this  stock 
being  InsufHcient  for  carrying  on  the  business  ot 
(he  company,  a  second  charter  was  granted  them 
m  1738,  by  which  they  were  empowered  to  raise 
then*  stock  to  150,0001.  Sterling.  The  business 
is  managed  by  a  governor,  depute-govemor,  di- 
ttctors,  and  extraordinary  directors.  The  person 
elected  governor  must  hold  shares  in  the  stock 
of  the  company  to  the  amount  of  soooL  Sterlings 
ftfe  depute-|?6vemor  l50oL  the  directors  lOOOl. 
and  the  extraordiiiary  directors  500l.  The  sum' 
of  sodL  entitles  the  proprietors  to  a  vote  in  the 
flunagement  of  affairs,  600l.  to  two,  and  12001. 
to  four.  The  present  stock  of  this  company' 
amounts  to  one  million  Sterling. 
.  The  office  where  they  transact  their  business 
it  in  the  Une  called  the  Royal  Bank  Close. 
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BRITISH  LINEN  COMPANY. 

This  bank  was  established  by  charter  qn  the 
5th  of  July  1746,  with  a  view  to  encourage  th^ 
linen  manufacture  in  Scotland.  The  capital  pf, 
the  company  is  loo,oooL  an4  the  business  i% 
managed  by  a  governor,  depute-governor,  and 
directors.  The  qualification  required  for  a  go- 
vernor is  that  he  must  have  at  least  loopl.  Ster^ 
ling  in  the  stock  of  the  company,  gf  a  depute-go- 
vernor 500l.  and  of  a  director  apol.  Proprietors 
of  stock  tQ  the  amojmt  of  2Q0},  l^ave  a  vote, 
those  of  500l.  hav^  two  vptes,  and  th^ose  who 
possess  loool.  have  four  votes.  To  the  erection 
of  this  bank,  in  a  great  measure,  is  owing  the 
flourishing  state  of  the  linen  trade  in  Scotland^ 
The  company's  office  is  situated  in  a  close  oc 
court  called  Tweddale's  Close. 

These  are  the  three  public  banks  of  Edinbui^gh, 
^11  of  which  issue  proiriissory  notes  for  variou^ 
sums  not  under  il.  Sterling.  By  an  arrangement 
\vith  the  proprietors  of  the  Bank  of  Scotland, 
compnoftly  called  the  Old  Bank^  and  those  of  th^  * 
Royal  Bank,  rivalship  in  business  is  prevented, 
the  former  allowing  the  Rqyal  Bank  tQ  have  % 
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bnncii  itt  the  city  of  Glasgow,  while  the  Bank  of 
Scotlandf  on  the  other  handy  have  agents  in  all  the 
other  towns  of  Scotland. 

Besides  these,  howeveri  there  are  a  number  of 
pnvztfi  iHUikJng  oQices  In  JEdinburgfa  of  great  re- 
spectability. The  only  one  of  these  who  issue 
promissory  notes  is  that  of  Sir  William  Forbes 
and  Company.  The  remainderi  of  which  there 
are  not  fe^er  than  eight,  employ  their  capital  in 
the  discounting  of  bills  and  olther  branches  of  the 
lari  king  business  • 
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LITERARY  ESTABLISHMEKTSfe 


rpDINBURGH  has  been  said  to  be  <<  a  hot*lxd 
•*-^  of  genius."  The  honourable  station,  hoinri 
ever,  which  this  city  holds  among  the  seats  of 
learning  in  Europe,  has  been  comparatively  but 
lately  obtained.  The  Gothic  darkness  which 
pverspread  Europe  for  many  ages,  likewise  ex- 
tended  to  Scotland ;  and  though  now  and  then 
a  ray  of  genius  illuminated  the  scene,  yet  the  pe- 
riod at  which  Edinburgh  began  to  makie  a  figure 
is  extremely  recent.  Before  the  Reformatiotiy 
literary  acquirements  were  almost  entirely  con-^ 
iined  to  the  clergy.  The  common  people,  and 
even  the  nobles,  were  extremely  ignorant.  The 
situation  of  this  part  of  the  coimtry  at  that  tin^c^ 
was  also  unfavourable  to  the  cultivation  of  knoiv- 
Jedge.  Under  a  feudal  aristocracy,  where  the 
power  of  the  king  was  much  limited;^ among 
i^Qbles  who  little  regarded  elegant  accompli^y 
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fiumt^ ;  and  with  a  people  whose  martial  geniut 
pointed  out  other  objects  of  ambition,  the  pror 
gress  of  science,  and  the  gentler  arts  which  em- 
bellish civilized  life,  was  very  slow.  The  union 
of  the. crowns  in;  the  person  pf  James  VI,  and 
the  union  of  the  kingdoms  in  the  reign  of  queen 
4^nne,  removed  the  great  obstacles  to  this  pro- 
gress, and  the  subsequent  change  of  mannerg 
svhich  followed  these  aeras,  has  gradually  paved 
the  way  for  that  improvement  in  science,  that  dis- 
tinguished universality  of  knowledge,  which  has 
since  shed  such  a  lustre  on  this  corner  of  tha 
united  kingdom,  and  has  shone  forth  particular^ 
ly  in  the  Scottish  metropolis. 

It  was  a  long  time,  compared  with  the  anti-* 
quity  of  other  seminaries  in  the  kingdom,  before 
Edinburgh  could  boast  of  an  university.  But« 
though  this  was  the  case,  the  city  was  not  entire- 
ly destitute  of  teachers  in  classical  learning.  By 
an  act  of  the  town-council  in  1519,  it  would  ap- 
pear that  at  that  time  there  were  a  number  of  se- 
minaries for,  the  instruction  of  youth,  and  even 
an  established  grammar  school.  That  act  or<» 
^ned».tliat  no  inhabitant  of  the  city  should  put 
their  children  to  any  other  school  within  the 
town, "  bot  to  the  principall  firammer  scule  of  the 
famyn,"  under  a  penalty  of  ten  shillings  Scot% 
{fO^  Sterling);  and  they  also  ojdered,  that  the 
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books  taught  in  this  semioaiy  alMNild  not  be  HtMi 
In  any  of  the  other  school^  of  the  city. 


HIGH  SCHOOL. 

The  present  grammftf  sefaeot,  emphattcallf 
called  the  Hig/i  Sehooh  was  est2ft>lished  in  tl^ 
year  1578.  The  magistrates  of  the  city  at  tiiat 
time  having  acquired  a  right  tto  the  J^roperty  of 
the  religious  orders  £d>out  Edinburgh,  and  being 
disappointed  in  their  project  of  ei>ecUng  an  uni- 
%'er8ity,  founded  a  buikUng  for  the  use  of  a  gram* 
mar-school.  This  building  stood  nearly  in  Hht 
place  where  the  present  High  School  stands.  It 
was  erected  in  a  cemetery  which  formerly  be- 
longed to  the  monastery  called  «  Mansio  Regis/^ 
or  the  King's  Mansion,  founded  by  Alexander  11. 
in  12S0.  This  convent  belonged  to  the  friars  of 
the  Dominican  order.  It  was  desti^iyed  by  fire 
in  1528,  and  was  scarcely  rebuilt,  when  the  fury 
of  the  refnrmers  again  devoted  it  to  demolitiom 
Becoming  the  property  of  the  magistrates  of 
Edinburgh  at  this  period,  the  first  established 
grammar  school  was  erected,  as  above  noticed. 

The  institution  r.t  its  beginning,  in  1578,  con^ 
jisted  only  of  a  master  and  usiier;  but  beforo 
wb  CDd  of  that  ceiitury  it  was  esUbUshed  neaxtf 
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Ml  iU  pTesentform.  The  elementary  books,  at 
^is  time,  as  appears  from  the  town-council  re^ 
gister,  were  Dunbar's  Rudiments,  Corderius'v 
Colloquies,  portions  of  Erasmus,  Terence,  Ovid, 
Virgil,  Sallust,  Caesar,  Cicero,  and  Buchanan'g 
Psalms. 

.  An  occurrence  happened  in  this  school  in  1595* 
which  strongly  marks  the  ferocious  manners  of 
the  age.  On  the  15th  of  September,  a  little  be^ 
yond  the  time  of  the  usual  recess  from  school^ 
the  scholars,  impatient  that  this  relaxation  was 
with-held,  assembled  tumultuously,  and  went  in 
a  body  to  the  town-hou^,  to  demand  of  the  ma« 
gistrates  their  wonted  privilege.  This  request 
b^ing  refused,  the  insuirection  became  mora 
systematic  and,  formidable.-  Having  provided 
themselves  with  provisions  and  arms,  the  scholars 
took  possession  of  the  school-l^ouse,  with  a  de-* 
termination  to  hold  it  out  both  against  their 
teachers  and  the  magistrates,  until  their  demand 
was  complied  witli.  The  town-council,  on  hear-i 
ing  of  this,  immediately  deputed  John  Macmo? 
ran,  one  of  their  number,  with  some  of  the  city 
officers,  to  endeavour  to  appease  the  young  genn 
tlemen  by  accommodation,  or  reduce  them  to 
pj^dience  by  forc^.  f  he  magistrate  accordingly 
went  to  the  school-house,  but  was  refused  adf 
paittance.     He  then  ordered  his  attendants  tQ 
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|j^  op^  the  docKT*     One  of  liie  l^^^Mit 

lieerBy  the  eon  of  William  Smclatir,  cfeanoeilor  of 
CaithiieBSy  aalled  out  to  them  to  delist.  Bad  hem/^ 
frmed  with  a  pistol^  threatmed  dea^  to  the  finS 
who  should  advance*  Th^  magistnte,  regardleai 
of  the  threat,  persisted  in  his  duty,  and  young 
Sinclair  too  fatally  kept  his  ptoodae;  He  Sxei 
Itts  pistol ;  Macaior^n  fell,  and  immediately  expii«» 
ed*  Upon  this  the  scholars  sra^enderedf,  Mtt 
W^e  committed  to  prison*  They  wert  idok 
however,  released ;  and  the  ddinqueot,  throtfgH 
the  interest  of  his  friends,  got  dtt  affair  coaipi;^ 
mised. 

The  great  increase  of  scholars  having  ifeiidgfe^ 
the  former  buildings  insuflScient  for'  their  abeobt-*' 
modation,  9  new  suite  of  apartments  became^ 
necessary,  and  the  ftmndation  of  the  present  Hi gH 
School  was  1^  by  sir  WiHiam  I^orbes,  as  gtaiK# 
master  maaon  of  Scotland,  on  the  S4th'of  Jittiir 
1777.  It  is  situated  on  the  spot  whei«  the  t&ti 
mer  school  stood,  and  in  the  place  called  from  ft" 
the  Hlgk-Schaol  TanUy  a  IHtk  to  the  neith'-ettStoT 
the  Royal  Infirmary.  It  is  a  pisdn  stone  buMding^' 
in  the  middle  of  a  considemble  area.  It  consistir 
of  five  apartments,  besides  a  great  hall  where 
the  boys  nwet  for  prayers,  and  a  ro6tt  in  vHild^ 
a  library  is  kept. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


.tTt|e:4»idieriare»4' rector,  aad  toxarnaibarii, 
£a€h  ofihfBd  have  separate  classdsy  whom  tbef 
cao4ii<t  tfatottf^  theit  el«m«itary  studies^  foitf 
)r«0r»  in  fMUigfwlkii^  ttil  they  are  fitted  for  the 
more  advanced  claastft  df  the  recton  By  thH 
meofia  one  of  the  maciterg  aiiitaally,  in  Octoberj[ 
epe^a  a  clasa  for  the  rudiments  of  the  lan^agel 
The  Ixjye  temam  in  the  rector's  cUss  for  one  af 
^qjf$n^  0»ee  a  week  the  rector  virits  otte  ef 
the  glasses  in  notation,  the  master  of  which,  at 
Ih^,  aatf^  time*  visits  and  examines  the  rector't 
class.  T^e  stated  foes  for  the  High  School  are 
5S.  quarterly ;  but  los.  are  generally  given.  TIm^ 
B^or .  and  masters  have  also  trifling  salanes ; 
but  these  are  %  from  being  adequate  to  the  kn* 
|pK)rtance  cf  their  oSice%  The  rector  receives^  in 
fdditionio  his  other  emoluments,  iSb  quarterly 
Irom  an  the  boys.  A°  a&nual  examination  taket . 
place  in  the  month  of  August,  at  which  the  boya 
perform  their  exercises  in  presence  of  the  magis- 
trates and  ministers  of  the  city.  To  those 
Trhose  merit  is  prominent,  premiums  are  adjudg-- 
fd,  chiefly  in  books ;  and  to  the  dux  of  the  bigh^' 
^  class,  9i  gold  med^l,  whh  a  suitable  inscription 
is  presented.  The  number  of  scholars  who  annu«^ 
glly  attend  the  High  School  is  upwards  of  isoa. 

The  teachers  of  this  school  have  long  <le^rved« 
|y  held  a  high  place  in  the  opinion  of  the  pubhc\ 
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"^heir  iMHtles  and  integrity,  in  the  diadkai)g^  43f 
th^  duty  has  only  been  equalled  by  theic  de* 
portment  as  citizens,  and  their  conduct  as  nieo.^ 
and  it  is  but  justice  to  say,  that  perhaps  no.  semip* 
nary  of  the  kind  in  Britain,  can  afford  teachert 
better  qualified  for  the  office  they  hold,  than  th« 
inasters  of  the  High  School  of  Edinburgh.  Maof 
•f  the  first  characters  of  the  present  day  have  re- 
ceived the  rudiments  of  their  classical  knowledge 
at  this  semlhary ;  and  some  that  have  been  t^acbi- 
crs  here,  have  attained  considerable  celebrity  ia 
the  literary  world-  ^  The  present  rector,  Dr# 
Adams,  is  vvrell  known  as  the  author  of  manf 
oseful  publications^ 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  access. to  this  cele^' 
brated  schpol  may  be  soon  &eed  from  some  of 
those  trifling  houses  which  at  present  prevent  tto 
kuilding  from  being  properly  seen. 


tNiviRsirv. 


Edinbui^h  Could  not  boast  <^  a  regular  uni^^cr^ 
^ty  till  the  year  1 5SS.    Before  this  period^  hovir- 
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^intirtexhm  of  pbflosophy"  and  dlvihity  liadf 
bijeii  kmg  established  in  the  city.  That  illus- 
tdamr^iod  accomplished  monarch  James  I,  anx-^ 
imS'to  promote  the  learning  of  the  times  among< 
Idft  pec^le,  had,  after  his  return  from  his  long 
captivity  in  England,  invited  a  number  ot  learned 
V^panciscans  to  his  native  country,  and  conferred 
oo  tiiem  grants,  and  erected  houses  for  them  in 
Tariods  districts.  The  citi2ens  of  Edinburgh,* 
zealoiis  to  promote  the  same  end,  seconded  the 
views  of  their  enlightened  prince.  They  built 
far  the  reception  of  these  friars  a  magnificent 
convent.  Birt  one  of  the  learned  monksi  Come-' 
fins  of  Zirichzen,  thinking  the  splendid  apart*- 
metfts  tsrhich  the  generosity  of  the  citizens  of- 
]pdinbiirgh  had  provided  for  him  and  his  brethren, 
but  iU-s^ked  in  appearance  to  the  barefooted 
mendicants  of  the  order  of  St.  Francis,  modestly 
dectitied  accepting  the  appointment.  By  the 
persuasion,  however,  of  James  Kennedy,  arch- 
bishop of  St.  Andrews,  and  founder  of  St.  Salva- 
tor's  collie  in  that  city,  Cornelius  fixed  his  re- 
sidence in  Edinburgh,  where  he  himself,  his  bre- 
thren, and  their  successors,  taught  philosophy 
and  divimty  until  the  year  1559.  The  reforma- 
tion in  religion,  and  the  consequent  dissolution* 
of  rdigibus  houses,  at  that  period,  abolished  thil^ 
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ftistftutioii,  to  nake  way  ftor  dAe,  l»Mdi  iv«»tiii 
timetothnm  ligbt  xxpo^  sciaicer  aldlttitsettf 
learaingf  and  enlargei  it  no  uaaXL  -dtsppK^-tle 
boandaries  of  human  knowledge.  The  btfaie 
occupied  by  these  friars  Aood  on  the-  eoulii'iUk 
of  the  Orassmarket)  almost  <ippamlte  the  >  fiiot  «f 
the  lane  called  the  Westboir;  and  tbegtfvta* 
belonging  to  it  w«ie»  bf  an  atft  of  the  tow«HE6iii^ 
cil  in  1561,  converted  into  a  buiial''pia6e9  which 
atill,  from  its  former  proprietor«|retaintthtnMe 
of  the  Greyfriars  dim^h*y8rd» 

In  the  year  1566,  when  the  reformed  MfigMl 
was  f\i]1y  estabHshedf  the  citigens  of  gdlubiwgh . 
petitioned  their  royal  mIstMs  for  the  ianda^ani 
other  property  in  the  netgbbomhbod  ^  Khe  dty 
which  belonged  to  the  Blade  and  Orey  Ftiars. 
Their  request  was  m  part  complied  ^tb«  and 
^  the  inhabitants  in  conftequ^ce  reserved  to  tnH, 
an  unlvermty.  A  bequest  of  eight  thou6ttd 
merks  Scottish  mooeyi  %hich  had  beeit  Idfi*  ftr 
this  purpote  by  Robert  Reid,  bishop  of  OHmef » 
and  pfesid^t  of  the  court  of  sesndn^  wlio  died 
«t  Dieppe  on  the  I4ih  of  Septenlbct  IStfa*  Khfe* 
wise  enbouraged  them  in  their  oddmikng*"  'H 
IseSf  they  had  purchased  the  pityeity  of:fte 
collegiate  church  of  St.  Mary  iti  the  ^iMd» 
(SamtM  Marue  In  campUji  as  a  ttte  for  thek  W^ 
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IHitfdl  tobi^ttf  aikl  «ller#ai^  madtf  ftttemptt  €# 
Oufiy  tlMt  ^an  lato  exflcutioiu  Tbe  oppoeitkni 
tliey.  met  with,  lioweYer^  In  the  outset  of  thdr 
Miertakisg,  £rom  the  ^pchbiahqps  of  St.  Aii« 
Irews  and  GUsgoWt  and  the  ecdeMastks  of  the 
iMof  Aheideen*  induced  them  for  a  time  to  i«lhi« 
qidflb  fl$  and  in  the  mean  time  the  grammar  or 
High  Sohocd  was  evected*  as  above  i*eeited«  The 
flMtabors  of  the  colleges  in  these  cities^  which 
te4  Wen  erected  more  than  a  oestury  before^ 
weie  perhaps  afrai4  that  the  projected  university 
ykk  iDdinbttcgh  might  rival  their  hme^  and,  as  the 
ilicliropidiswas  not  yet  ranked  among  the  bishop- 
iica^ef  the  north,  the  ecclesiastics  looked  with  a 
JcalMw  eye  oa  its  rising  consequence. 

>m  the  year  1590,  however,  the  bUitdiag  watf 
hegiioi  and. the  preceding  year,  a  collection  of 
Inolos  ihad  been  left  to  the  intended  university  hj 
Mt»  Otment  Little,  as  a  foundati(Hi  for  a  library. 
:  A  chftttcr  «f  erection  was  granted  by  James  Vf« 
bk  if$BB  I  and  in  1583  the  college  was  opened  for 
4ie  ifeeeption  of  students.  Robert  Rollock>  of 
8t  SUvMor's  college,  St.  Andrew^  being  ap- 
^oiatied  professor  of  humanity,  began  teaching  in 
mitl&^Kf  hail  of  HamiHon^ousef  within  the  pre- 
iioete  of  the  college,  in  the  month  of  October 
/illi#,  fear.  Soon  after  Keylock,  findmg  the  stu- 
who  sesort^  to  the  new  university  rather 
K2 
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jiMiifiereixtly  grounded  in  th^- ancient  icHigfaqge^ 
jrecommended  as  ^n  assistant  one'  Duncanr  Nairn/ 
to  prepare  the  young  students  for  their  4nhialiQi| 
into  a  more  perfect  knowledge  of  the  Greek  ftnd 
llonian  classics. 

.  In  1585  this  infant  seminary  received  a  teift|K^ 
•rary  check  from  the  plague  appearing  in'  £i&i« 
burgh,  wl^ch  jbegan  in  JVIay^  and  continued  its 
/avages  ti}l  the  January  following.  On  this  oc- 
casion great  pj^  of  the  inhabitants  left  the  iown^ 
■jbut  «  neyirthele^"  according  to  Robert  KrpeK 
.*<  ther  dyed, of  peip^  ^ch  ver  not  abiUto^tee^ 
^4  hundredth  and  some  od4*"  Notiyithstaadins 
pm  alarming  calamity,  the  magistrates  persewsii 
with  unwearied  diligence  in  ihe  pixiaecutio*^  ^ 
,iheir  plan  i  for  in  the  beginniii|^  of  the  nf|$t  ^f^ter 
'4he.  college  was  incloeed  within  high,  walk^  -A 
^ird  professor  of  philosophy  b^ing  no^  thMao^ 
RoUock  was  advaP^ed  to  tkfi  statian  of  .'piiil|ci|iK| 
of  the  college,  on  the  29th  of  February  f  ^<f .  '. 
.  On  the  reconimen4ation  of  the  lords-  of  :<$€«• 
sion,  the  Faculty  of  Advocates,  and  the.So(;i«^!^ 
of  Writers  to  the  Signety  who  each  gavear.6ip| 
^or  his  estabUshment,  a  professor  of  law  was  no^ 
.chosen.  .  But.  instead  of  giving  prelectioof  4M|> 
law,  the  new  professor  taught  the  Hiun^nil^ 
class,  which  fell  vacant  pn  the  promotio»,4Qf 
l^ollock  to  be  the  head  of  the  jco]|lege.    T^;il9» 
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Mai  flstekt  of  the  profesdOts  at  thii»  time  «il 
ISO  dieiiu  Scots. 

In  the  year  1617,  soon  aft^  the  kind's  return 
£nom  the  Court  of  St.  James's  t<l  that  of  Holy« 
Toodhottsey  he  was  much  pleased  at  the  progress 
Vhkl^  his  iBTOurite  university  had  made  during 
lilfl  absence,  4  fmiod  of  thirteen  years.  A  pub- 
jic  bally  a  divinity  school,  and  o^er  apartments 
^,by  this  time  erected,  and  so  much  satisfied 
it  the  king  with  the  institution,  that  he  resolv- 
ed to  honour  the  uuiversity  with  his  presence  at 
a.  pidilic  disputation  in  philosophy*  But  die 
Inaigiess  of  the  public,  while  he  remamed  at  H»- 
l]piv>odhouse,^engro86iBg'  entirely  his  attention,  he 
latilxd  »the  professors  of  the  college  to  meet  him 
at  Sth-ltng.  They  accordingly  did  so  in  the 
chapcl-royal  of  4hat  town  on  the  ssth  of  July 
1#17»  7Jid  in  the  presence  of  the  king,  the  nobtli- 
tf^  smd  many  of  the  learned  men  of  Enghmd  and 
Scottriid,  a  disputatitm  took  place,  in  which  the 
haang  1  imaelf  bore  no  inconsiderable  share.  Af- 
ter .sv>per,  James  mvited  the  professors  into  his 
pveaoLce,  and,  highiy  pleased  with  the  ingenuity 
^nd:  kijuming  which  had  been  displayed  in  the 
domtVJi  ofHhe  debate,  addressed  them  in  a  stnrni 
«f.ftufmiag  panegyric  pecuHar  to  tiiat  pedantic 
jnoBT-irh.  His  remarks  were  afterwards  turned 
Rs 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC  • 


iflto  miserable  rhymei  of  whkh  the  fbDowiD942n» 
the  concluding  Tcrses:  f       ii 

«  To  their  deserved  praise  hare  I 
*^  Thus  played  upon  their  names;      '  < 

•*  And  wills  this  collie  hence  be  call'd      - 
«  Tkc  Coliege  of  King  James.'' 

The  king  accordingly » in  a  letter  to  the  ma« 
^strates  c^  Edinburgh,  dated  at  Paisley  the  sstk 
of  July  16179  observes,  that  as  he  <<  gave  tha-firs*^ 
being  and  beginning  thaiiusto^''  so  he  f<  tfaoctit 
worthie  to  be  honoured  with"  his  **  name,  of  .'.* 
his  ^  awin  imposition.''  The  mspstrates  time* 
fore»  in  compliance  with  the  wishes  of  theroyal 
god-father,  called  the  infiuit  univnvity  HThe 
College  of  King  James,''  which  name  it  attli  le* 
tains. 

The  liberality  of  James,  and  the  generosity  o& 
private  benefactors,  soon  enabled  the  unj^evaity 
to  advance  rapidly  in  celebrity.  Sir  Williaix^ 
Nisbet,  provost  of  Edinburgh,  in  1619,  gaveioool. 
Scots  towards  the  maintenance  of  a  professor  «)f 
divinity ;  and  the  common-council,  on  tliie  20tfe 
of  March  1620,  not  only  nominated  a  prb£e«BOP 
for  that  faculty,  but  also  one  for  mathe|(ia!tic.if» 
and  another  for  physic. 
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1  -DTitfeg  the  Peign  of  the  unfortunate  Charies  I^ 
ffce  chairs  in  the  university  seem  to  have  been* 
filled  with  able  teachers.  In  that  troublesome 
time,  wheit  civil  discord  desolated  the  country, 
the  names  of  Andrew  Ramsay,  to  whose  Latin 
poem  on  the  »  Creation''  Lauder  asserts  that 
Milton  was. much  indebted  in  his  "Paradise 
Lost,'*  and  John  Adamson,  the  friend  and  con* 
lanporairy  of  Dntmmond  of  Hawthomden,  may 
be  isentioaed  as  belonging  to  the  college  of  £din* 

'In  the  usurpation  that  followed,  if  .thi?re  were 
liot  many  teachers  of  merit,  yet  Robert  Leigfaton, 
a&eranards  archbishop  of  Glasgow,  who  «t  this 
tisie  fiHed  a  chair  in  the  university,  formed  an' 
iHttslriona  exceptiootu  Qxunwell  himself,  amidst 
the  turbulence  of  faction,  aid  tiie  cares  of  an 
usurped  dominion,  seems  not  to  have  been  for- 
getful of  the  interests  of  learning.  With  a  libe-* 
rriity  which  characterizes  a  great  mind,  he  en* 
dow^  .the  -university  of  £dinburgh  with  an  an* 
Roity  of  sool.  Sterling ;  and  the  patron  of  Milton 
thus  became  the  benefactor  of  science  in  the  ca^ 
pitai  of  Scotland* 

William  Hi.  also  bestowed  on  the  university 
an  annuity  of  3001.  Sterling,  to  be  paid  out  of  his 
treasury  and  bishops  rents  in  Scotland  ;  Ipol.  of 
vhi^h  was  fcf  the  support  of  a  professor  of  theo* 
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iQgy,  b«ddn  tKe  prof^mior  of  divioHy  4Xq^ 
esUbUilied»  and  200L  for  twenty  exbibitioiiers  a^ 
toL  each  jirr  anrntM,  P3H  of  this  grant,  }i<Mvc¥er« 
was  withdrawn  by  hU  successor  queen  Aope,  bj; 
which  means  a  professor  and  fifteen  studenta 
(exhibitioners)  weie  discharged  from  th^  bene:* 
faction. 

For  a  long  p«riod»  little  else  was  taotg^  iQ  ^ 
university  of  Bdiiibiirgh  besides  the  dead  hiw 
guages»  thediYinity  and  philosophy  of  theacfaooW 
and  Sonne  branches  of  the  mathematics  then  id 
general  iMe.  After  the  ReatoratioB,  Revoiution, 
and  the  acceaslon  of  the  House  of  f&nover^  how^ 
every  professors  for  other  departments  of  sctencei 
were  ai^Hnoted ;  andintheyear  iTSlttheacbaol 
of  medicine,  which  has  since  xisen  to  aucb  un-i 
paralled  eminence,  wai  first  founded. 

Prior  to  the  commencenent  of  the  cigfateeatit 
century,  which  forma  a  striking  sem  in  the  hi»' 
tory  o£  medicine  in  this  country,  every  thing  coo^ 
neeted  with  the  healing  art  was  wretched  in  the 
extreme.  Baibcrs  and  surgeons,  aa  in  other  phn 
ces,  were  accounted  erne  profession,  and  fay  the 
laws  of  their  incorporation,  the  same  body  of 
men  who  performed  suigical  operationa,  had 
alone  the  sole  right  ta  shave  beards  and  sell  aqua^ 
ntiu  (whisky)  in  the  *«  gude  town."  Empiiks, 
at  the  tame  timci^  with  perhaps  as  mitcb  knov« 
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ledge  of  the  science,'  and  comparatively  as  mudi 
success  as  tbeir  successors  of  the  present  day^ 
prescribed  medicine  and  gave  advice ;  while  what 
nxrere  called  the  regular  pmctitioners,  from  tho 
want  of  proper  means  of  medical  knowledge,  ad- 
niiniatered  to  their  patients  as  chance  or  aeon* 
fined  experience  directed. 

The  qualifications  required  for  those  who  prac« 
tised  as  surgeons  in  Edinburgh  in  the  beginning 
€lS  the  sixteenth  century,  were,  that  they  shouH 
>e  able  to  *•  wryte  and  reid ;"  to  "  kna^  anato- 
inie,' nature  and  complexioun  of  everie  member  of 
hmnants  bodie,  and  likewayes  to  knaw  all  the 
vaynis  of  the  samyn,  that  he  tfay  mak  flewbo- 
th«mea  in  dew  tyme,"  together  with  a  complete 
Jdtiiwkdge  of  shaving  beardfi  and  cutting  of  hair.. 
The  practice  of  physic  was  in  a  state  no  less  de» 
plorable  tiian  its  sifter  art. '  But,  towards  the  end 
of  the  seventeenth  century,  the  profession  of 
j^ysic  began  tO'  ri^  from  the  JM  where  it  had 
^umi^eifed  for  i^es,  and  to  ass^Hie  a  mioiie  respect 
table  Appearance  tfaas  it  had  hitherto  done.  The 
•iirgeoas  of  Edinborgh,  at  the  same  time,  lal^ 
i^e'  the  exevscise  of  the  shaving  part  of  their 
itfo€&8aion,andvbeifig  incorporated  wiih  the  apo« 
jtheearies,  applied  themselves  only  to  sui^ery. 
*.>^^e  Royal  C<^*ge  of  Bhysiipians  waBinstitu- 
1(4  b^^  pi|»rter9  dated  ti\e  $9th  of  Noy^)ietr 


,y  Google 


IMIt  wbipli  «ii  cttifiniied,  by  pt!^basmAt(itli4 
Htb  of  JFttn?  l4t^  iLmoDg  the  adgiaak  mta^ 
Wn  wa«  the  celebrated  Dr.  Archteld  PhooinHi 
hU  €MlMr4fi.hiw  sir  Ar^ibi^  toventoiiy  uAmi 
Robert  Sihteld^  MecMcal  kHD«le<l^  nour  begaft 
to  weer  anotiier  atpect  $  and  the  diecovcrf  of  the 
circulation  of  the  bkxxl  hf  Or.  Herfv^r,^  tended^ 
hi  no  small  degree^  to  free  thepiMiioe  of  ewge** 
yy  fipom  the  chaos  of  doubt  aad  erMT  hi  iHudi  tt 
had  kmg  been  uivohred. 

DnPkeahne  was  anxious  to  establish  a^siedi^ 
eal  aohool  at  BcUnbingfa.  He  hlmsrif  had  beeA 
educated  at  Parisy  and  filled  for  some  tiinelte 
medical  chur  ia  the  nmTenity  of>  Leydesiy  at 
which  period  ^ke  eetobmted  Bo^nrhMrre  beowmr 
hkpupik  Returnkg  to  SdMnnyh  in  itfd^'wril 
shilled  in  his  art  as  it  was  tbeo  practised  (e«»  the 
OonthMBt,  he  mavriedaad  settled  lo  tile'ckf  ei 
a  physietsik  Though  he  sevcv^  gaim  piil^c  lee* 
tarts  on  aay  bnttch  of  mcdlehiey  -yet  somelhhig 
ef  this  kted  seems  to  have  heesatoaopttlodthi 
his  cotitemplatloii.  Hi  a  ItMr  to  Or*  ftobeit 
Ofay  of  London^  dktisd  QeCobev  14^-  MM,/ M 
writes,  that  he  was  very  busy  ii^  seei^  a<  KbMf 
irom  the  town-coBAca  of  Edfaibttrgh  to^epeirdhe 
bodies  of  those  poor  persons  who  die  in  Mn^ 
H^M^i^  and  have  none  to  own*  them.  ^WeolfeH* 
says  he  <<  to  wait  en  Uiose.poonlbr  aotfahif#  aM 
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Mddi  0aw  the  lown  does  ;  y«t  there  is  groit  opf 
pBMtiuH  by  the  chief*  »m-geont»  who  neither  e«l 
haf^nortaifertfaeoxentoeaiit.  Idbpeopote^ 
IC  tlas1ie^niited»  to:  nuke  better  uftprovcitaeiitl 
in  amaoOKY  than  have  been  mede  at  Leydes  these 
tfyttf  years:  Fm:  I  thiAk most  or  all  anatdtnsit 
taae  neglected)  or  not  hnowii  what  was  moat 
ilaefiililbr  a  physician*''  On  the  15th  of  Octo* 
ber  1694,  the  towa-couneil  CTMnjrfied  with  the 
lequest  of  Fitcairney  and  by  this  paved  the  way 
i9r4fae«staUidlmehtof  sr  sdMKHof  riiedicm6ill 
JBdii^urgh.    .... 

Ixnig  before  this  time,  however,  the  barber* 
•otgedftsiad  been  granted  the  same  fimMirwhibh 
Pltcascae  Bowi«c^iiNd.  In  their  i^etitiae  to  the 
mlgistsatesfa  ige^atttietimeof  their  etectioB 
Into  an  inoovpowlioni  they  tec^neat  **  that  we 
nay  haRre.  alnr  i»  the  xeir  aie  tondaniiiiit  mati 
eilerhelieid»'t0  rnhhanateaten of f()«hatr throw 
"Wdway  baif  Apesaence  iMpatw  t4i  iiistiwct  utberi» 
and  i»e  Ml  die.  Mfeage  for  the  9mAt/'  Thti 
l^e^tioh  WM  feanteil^  but  i>y  FilcahiK^B  being 
under  the  necessity  of  again  making  an  a|^Uda» 
tton^seeml  tor  hate  been  4itl9e«riwt  ntftU  Med 
13900,  or  Che  eMe  of  i^*itaaBdgg0ptkL  men"  oectiiw 
4in|8trieldom^  etf<taBQnbeiMi9pnvl«te«f  IUf(^ 
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^  Dr.  IHtcairney  «<  the  ^end  of  BeOini,  ifit  pKN 
ti^tor  of  fiocriiiav«y  the  matter  of  Mead^"  died 
eo  the  2Sd  of  October  1713.  His  assiduous  eD« 
deavours  to  promote  medical  science  in  £diii* 
bttrgl^  at  a  time  when  its  most  respectable  phyw 
sidans  did  not  ^^  know  how  to  treat  thesmallw 
pox/'  will  be  remembered  with  giatitnde  by  the 
friends  of  improTement  and  of  humanity ;  MiA 
His  excellence  in  other  departments  of  literatuie 
.will  long  bis  the  boast  of  his  country. 

^  Brgo  wUe  lux  ScoiigenumyfnMetpsque  medeaimmff 
**  Mtuarum  columen  Jeiiciaquef  ifaiel*'. 

That  improvement  in  science  Mich  tfie'e»» 
ample  of  such  a  physician  as  Pitcaime  was  cal^ 
tttlated  to  inspitv,  soon  ^ffus^  itself  in  a  strike' 
ing  mannner.  The  time  was  now  come  when 
the  defects  that  £dtnbuigh  as  ta  medical  science 
had  laboured  under  were  ta  be  lemoved,  and  a- 
school  estabUsfacdy  wbkik  was  one  day  to  be  the 
first  in  Europe.  For  the  establishment  of  ^tJii» 
achod,  the  Scottish  metropolis  is  indebtedto  Bilr< 
John  Monro. 

John  Monro  was  the  youngest  son  of  sir  Alex«r 

*  ander  Monro  of  Be»croft  in  Stirlingshire.    Her 

was  educated  as.  a  8urgeon«4pOthecary  at  £din^ ■ 

burgh,  and  served  for  8ome7«ur8  ia  the  anay  xxa*^ 
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<dsr  kitig  WilBam'  in  Flazitders.  About  tbter 
yeax9  after  the  birth  of  his  son  Alexander,  lus  on- 
ly child}  which  happened  at  London  on  the  19th 
of  September  1^6979  he  quitted  the  army  and 
went  to  Edinburgh,  where  his  engaging  manners 
^md  knowledge  in  his  profession,  soon  introduce 
hixti  into  an  extensive  practice.  His  son,  Alexan-^ 
tier,  eaiiy  shewed  an  inclination  to  the  study  of 
pltysic ;  and  the  father  perceiving  the  bent  of  hit 
.  studies,  promoted  tliem  by  every  means  in  hit 
.  power.  Alter  givin^^  him  the  best  education  that 
ISdiabuj^h  at  that  time  afTovdtd,  he  sent  hioi 
successively  to  London^  Paris,  and  Leyden,  to 
improve  him  in  his  profession*  On  his  return 
^  Edinburgh  in  autumn  1719,  his  accomplish-- 
ments  were  such,  as  gained  him  the  r^avd  of  all 
thfi  lovers  qf  medical  science,  and  maaxy  of  the 
lacuky  signified  thek*  wishes  that  he  should  open^ 
a  class  for  anatomical  demonstration.  By  the 
persuasions  of  hia  friends  young>  Monro  accord- 
ipgly  ventured  to  cozieuQi^ce  a  •  public,  teadver ; 
aud  Messrs.  Drummond  and  MacgHl,  who  ware 
then -conjunct  nomhial  professors  and  demon- 
strators of  anatomy  to  the  surgeons  company, 
baving  resigned  'm  bis  favmir,  he  undertook  the 
^k,  with  a  view  to  render  it  more  extensively 
useful.  On  delivering  the  first  lecture  of  his  in« 
C&nded  course,  however,  he  found  himself  sw^ 
S 
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XwiaMif  Mtlff  in  audieiice  dfibideiits  uaac- 
mamAted  with  the  »t»  but  by  the  whole  oamfsa^f 
of  stuigeooa  and  apotfaecJtiesy  togtthet  with  the 
memben  df  tfa^Rayal  Collage  of  FDr^r^dada,  bttV- 
ing  their  pmideat  at  l&dr  head.  It  was  tettaln- 
if  to.  ^ttottf  tBok  tck  the  y^^ung.  anatomist  lo 
appear  as  a  tteacher  fai  such  an  assembly ;  his. 
fear  of  failing  in  his  puipose  Would  no  doubt  2^ 
fate  his  muidt  but  the  piVMpeot  of  succeeding  to 
their  approbation  would  tender  Ms  success  still 
more  honourable.  l*he  emotions  which  he  li^t 
«m  this  occasion  tinged  his  theeks  with  the  glow 
•f  modest  diAdence;  the  presence  of  the  assent- 
hLf  eS^uctd  the  words  of  his  Intended  discourse 
from  his  memory.  His  ndttt  ^bo  wnre  left  at 
home;  bnt  in  this  dilemma^  that  ptpsvRCt  6t 
mind  which  afterwards  ftnfmed  a  striking?  pert  ef 
the  character  of  this  eminent  man  did  not  forsake 
him.  He  b^an  to  shew  the  {Mspamtionl  which 
lay  before  hiM ;  the  sighs  for  the  things  signified 
anranged  themselves  in  his  mind  |  and  utterance 
knmediately  followeki.  Ue  had  the  good  fortune 
to  please  his  audieiUse  i  tod  eten  his  first  lecture 
distinguished  tite  gedhis  thst  was  to  be  the  Fa- 
ther of  Anatomy  in  She  university  of  Bdinbm^h. 
This  experiment  tocceeding-so  welU  Monro  erer. 
fldlen^'ards  accustotaed  himself  to  ektemporar? 
•eous  deliYeiy^ 
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Mr.  Jfafaft  Mofiro,  at  the  tame  time  that  lie  i»» 
tirodHC^  hit  ton  to  tuch  a  MUkMit  career,  alter 
pievailefd  on  I^.  Altton,  then  a  young  man,  to 
f^  tome  public  lecturet  on  botaitf .  Tbetc  two 
yi^ung  ]p(n^t«ort  aecordiinglyy  in  the  hegisning 
bH  the  ifiwjbn  i72Qt  began  to  gite  courset  g€ 
lecturet,  the  one  on  materia  medica  and  botany^ 
tlie  other  on  anatomy  suid  sui>gery>  which  were 
the  €rtt  regular  eonrtea  of  keturet  on  any  of  the 
Iminehet  of  medicine  thai  ever  had  been  read  at 
B^Qfaofgh^  Befcnre  thiA  periods  however,  Dy« 
CtAvfytfd  had  in  winter  given  a  tuperficial 
conrte  of  chemtttry,  and  in  tumnuer  a  tUght 
AeikiA  of  bol^kal  fecturea,  on  a*£^w  oifficinai 
plaittSy  wat  read  by  Dv,  Ihre^on ;  but  neitjier  of 
thete  attmy^  had  excited  much  Interert,  ov  w^ze 
si^jtad^  idth  mtich  advantage  to  tcience. 

:4tbout'tki9  time,  encouraged  by  the  iatterint 
receptjkm  which  hit  ton  and  hit  youthfid  epHeagu«» 
€Xffeiimc^f  Wr*  John  Monro  jcommunfcated  t» 
thriphjNfeiant  and  tuxgeont  o^Edtubur^a  plan* 
vi^Hk^  he  had  long  formed  in  hit  own  mind,  of 
hatving  ^  difiecent  branchet  of  phyfic  and  tur« 
gery  legitiiarly  taught  at  Edinburgh ;  and  by  their 
interett  tiegular  teadiert  in  the  dtfier^nt  depart* 
mentt  were  initituted  in  the  univeruty.  'Young 
Monro  received  a  formal  appointment  in  17S1> 
and  the  other  chairt  were  fiUed  with  able  profes« 
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«(tf8.  iOr.  Sinclair  ddivered  lectures  cm 't6e  tfefc 
ory  of  medicine ;  Dr.  Rutherford,  on  the  prac- 
tice; Dr.  Plumer,  on  chemistry;  andDr.'Alstbn 
on  materia  medica  and  botany.  The  plan  for  a 
medical  education  being  still  incomplete  without 
aft  ho^ital,  subscriptions  were  set  on  fbot  for 
that  purpose,  and  considerable  sums  raised, 'chltf« 
ly  by  the  exertions  of  Dr.  Monro  /Vfww/,  and 
the  worthy  chief  magistrate,  pixwjstl^ruinmiond. 
In  consequence  of  this  the  Royal  Infirmary  wa» 
founded  ^d  completed  in  a  short  space  of  time. 
Soon  after  the  Medical  Society  of  Edinburgh 
was  in«tftut<ed ;  and  thus  waststabMshed  a  ificdi- 
cal  school,  on  a' basis  Of  merit,  *Whi€*i4iie  «u<S?e»-' 
«6rs  of  the  first  founders  have  greatly  enlarged. ' 
•It  is  interesting  to  reflect  on  the  sfiicIIT^gfA- 
nings  which  gave  rise  to  a  nnedical  #c!i6o!  of  ludf 
cdebrity  as  that  of  Edi<*oT^. '  ItiYa^id  j>fo- 
gress  after  its  prst  ,€«tabfitfimentj  i»  perhil!jp«^lto» 
paralled  in  the  history  of  any=  other  '^imdHStry; 
To  the  patrons  of  the  university,  ttie  magtstrafei 
of-  Edinburgh,  who  so  liberally  seconded  the 
views  of  enlightened  individuals;  and  wh»  were 
careful  to  fill  the  chairs  with  ixien  eminetit  fbr 
their  abilities,  much  praise  is  due;  butibr  its  prcv 
jectjon  and  completion,  in  a  certain  degree,  Edin- 
^rgh,  Europe,  the  world,  is  indebted  t9  fh^  ef^, 
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lightened  and  eompvehewre  gemiu  of  Mr.  Jdbm 
Monro* 

Ja  other  departments  of  literature  and  science 
beddes  medidne»  the  university  of  Edinbui^gb 
has  Ukewise  been  supplied  with  able  professors* 
Mr*  Cotin  Maclaurin,  in  the  mathematical  de- 
ptrtmeoty  and  Dr.  Blair  in  that  of  rtietoric  and 
Aelles  ietiresj  have  extended  its  fame  as  widely  in 
these  branches  as  the  teachers  of  medicine  in  theirs* 

It  would  much  exceed  our  limits  to  eniunerate 
aU  the  celebrated  characters  who  have  held  chairs 
io  the  university  of  Edinburgh  for  nearly  the  last 
century.  But  it  may  be  said  in  the  general,  that 
of  all  of  them»  none  have  here  held  professorships 
of  which  they  were  uiiwortby  by  their  abilities^ 
and  perhaps  there  were  none,  in  their  different 
liocationsy  whose  abilities  were  ever  surpassed. 

In  the  Dfiedical  department,  however,  we  can- 
not avoid  mentioning  the  names  of  Monro,  Gre- 
gory, Cullen,  and  Black,  men  whose  genius  and 
industry  fineed  the  science  from  that  unintelligible 
jaugon  in  which  it  was  buried  for  ages,  and  whose 
memory  will  be  held  in  veneration,  while  medi>« 
c(ae  continues  to  alleviate  the  pains  and  distres- 
ses of  human  life^-^1) 

•  •  •  ^  the  sun  himself 

'  ^  Grow  dim  with  age,  and  nature  sink  in  yearsJ^' 
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.tt  Is  woHSiy  of  remark,  that  sevecal  of  tht  mk^' 

4ical  chairs  have  been  filled  with  the  descenclantt 
of  the  founders  of  the  Edibbui^h  achbol  of  me- 
dicine, and  their  immediate  successors.    No  l^s' 
than  five  of  the  present  professors  in  tius  depart^ 
^ent  have  succeeded  to  chairs  in  whic^  their 
fathers  flourished.      These  are  Drs#  Ginsgorf, 
Hope,  Home,  Hamilton  and  Monro.    The  last  of ' 
these,  the  present  Dr.  Alexander  Monro  seniw, 
who  succeeded  his  illustrious  father  in  the  year 
1760,  has  now,  like  him,  after  forty  years  labour  - 
in  the  anatomical  theatre^  relinquished  the  severer 
duty  in  favour  of  his  eldest  son.  Dr.  Alexander  - 
Monro  y'ttwior,  who  is  now  joint  professor  of  ana^^ 
tomy  and  surgery  in  this  univereity.     Though 
we  do  not  favour  the  idea  of  rendering  profes* 
sorships  hereditary,  yet,  in  the  instances  abpve 
mentioned,  it  has  been  attended  with  no  Jpss, 
^either  of  abilities  or  reputation  to  the  colk^^e ;  > 
and  of  all  of  them  it  may  with  justice  bQ  said, . 
that  the  laurels  of  fame  which  have  beep  gained 
by  the  sires,  still  bloom  vfith  unfading  lustre  on 
tlie  brows  of  their  sons. 

.  Dr.  Andrew  Duncan  seniorf  well  known  as  the 
laburious  editor  of  above  twenty  octaypvclumei 
of  the  Medical  Commentaries,  teaches  the  insti*- 
^u^ions  of  medicine  with  much  npplause-^-    •    - 
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Of  t^  rexaainder  of  the  present  professors,  it 
vioul4  have  too  much  the  appearance  of  flattery- 
were  we  to  enumerate  rlieir  peculiar  excellencies. 
^^ost  of.  them  have  added  to  their  own  fame, 
and  to  thatvirf  Scottish  literatui-e,  by  the  writings 
wjiich  they  have  given  to  the  world.  Whije 
philology  and  graaunar  is  taugfit  by  men  like 
Hill  and  Dalzel ;  whjUe  jLeslie  instructs  in  mathe- 
matics* and  Piayfair  demonstrates  the  phenome- 
JU  of  nature  j  and  while  philosophy  is  supported 
by.  a  teacher  like  Stewart,  ther:  is  little  fear  of 
t^e  university  of  J^inburgh  being  surpassed  bj 
apy  seminary  in  any  country. 

.But  the  celebrity  which  the  university  of  Edin- 
burgh has  attained  rests  not  merely  on  the  me- 
rits of  its  teachers.  These,  indeed,  were  the 
causes,  from  which  the  effect  has  followed-  Tlie 
persons  educated  at  this  seminary,  many  of  whom 
have  made  a  distinguished  figure  in  the  world 
for  nearly  a  century  past,  likewise  reflect  a  high 
lustre  on  th^  place  where  they  were  first  initiated 
into  the  principles  of  science  and  true  philosophy 
And  this  university  has  reaied  many  of  those, 
who  as  statesmen,  lawyers,  divines,  physicians, 
matheooaliciims,  poets  and  orators,  now  exhibit 
on  the  citended  theatre  of  merit. 

The  mean  appearance  which  the  old  buildings 
«kf  tjie  mivcrsity  exhibited^  bwing  ill  suited  ^p  the. 
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fame  which  it  had  acquired*  was  long  a  aulgect 
of  ganeral  complaint*  The  difficulties  which 
presented  themselves,  to  the  projection  of  a  new 
building,  however,  becoming  less  formidable,  a 
**  Memorial  relating  to  the  Universily  of  Edin* 
burgh"  was  drawn  up  by  one  of  its  professors  iu 
the  year  176S«  In  this  memorial  a  proposal  for 
,  rebuilding  the  fabric  of  the  college  on  a  regular 
plan,  on  the  site  of  the  old  buildings,  was  sub* 
initted  to  the  consideration  of  the  public ;  volun- 
tary contributions  were  to  be  received  &om  pa** 
trioUc  individuals,  and  places  were  to  be  opened 
for  subscription,  under  the  management  of  proper 
persons,  in  order  to  raise  a  fund  sufficient  for 
carrying  on  the  design.  This  proposal  seemed  . 
for  a  time  to  interest  the  public ;  but  th^  oieans 
being  insufficient  to  realize  the  project,  it  was 
laid  aside  till  ±  more  favourable  opportunity- 
should  present  itself.  The  American  war,  how- 
ever,  prevented  its  revivil  during  the  time  of  its  • 
continuance.  But  after  peace  had  again  restored 
prosperity,  energy,  and  public  spirit,  the  design 
was  once  more  brought  before  the  public  in  tho 
year  I7a5>  in  a  welUwritten  letter  to  the  Right 
l)an.  Henry  Dundas  (now  Viscount  Mehille)^ 
<«1P&  the  proposed  improvements  of  the  city  of 
Sdtflbuilgh,  and  on  the  means  of  accomplishing 
iStffsm/*    Socm  after  this  the  magistrates  of  the 
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cJtf  sct.on  fbot  a  subscription  for  erecting  a  new  * 
structure,  according  to  a  design  which  had  been 
prepared  by  the  latte  celel-.ated  architect  Mr- 
Robert  Adam.  Considerable  sums  having  been 
thus  bbtained,  part  of  the  old  building  was  pulled 
d^wn,  aad  the  foundation  stone  of  the  new  col* 
lege  was  lafid  on  the  l-6th  of  November  17«9,  by 
lord  Kkpier,  as  grand  master-mason  of  Scotland, 
one  of  whose  ancestors  was  "  a  tman  whose  lorigi- 
usi  and  universal  genius  placed  4ihn  high  among 
the '  iRustrious  persons  who  have  contributed 
most  eininently  to  enlarge  the  boundaries  of  hu- 
man iawwledge." 

The  ceremony  on  this  occasion- was  peculiary 
iinpresske.  The  magistrates  of  the  city,  as  pa- 
trons of  the  «niveMity,  in  their  robes,  the  princi- 
pal and  professors  in  thdr  govims,  the  students 
With  sprigs  of  laurd  in  their  hats,  the  free-masons 
of  aS  the  lodges  in  the  city  and  neighbourhood, 
arranged  in  the  order  of  their  seniority,  formed  a 
procession  to  and  from  the  place  where  the 
foundation  stone  was  laid.  After  the  different 
masonic' ceremonials  were  performed,  two  crys- 
tal bottles,  cast  on  purpose,  were  deposited  in  a 
vacuity  formed  in  Ijie  stone.  In  one  of  these 
was  put  different  coins  of  the  present  reign, 
each  of '  them  being  previously  enveloped  in 
.oyst^l;  in  such  an  ingeniqus  manjier,  that  tha 
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XSf^tii  te  tbe  €(^ni  could  be  dUti^fHf  ratf 
wkhout  breiikjng  the  crystaL  In  thiB  0^tt  bot- 
fly we^  depoiited  seven  rplte  of  «6|H»i|f  oobUIq* 
mg  a  ihort  account  of  ttie  ongin^l  If^tfiKiatiQe 
and  present  state  of  tl^e  unire»ity»  tpgelber  ^th 
sevoral  other  pat>er9 ;  in  partjcular  Ae  dififfent 
newipapers^  contamiiig  adverti^ema^to  retaUve 
to  the  coUegey  Sec. ;  a^  Ust  of  the  napiiet  of  tht 
principal  and  professor^ ;  of  the  lord  l^vofit  and 
magistrates;  and  of  the  officers  of  t)i^  gi9Qd  lodges 
of  Scotland*  The  bottles  btiingbei^meticaUsr^od 
t^,  wmre  <;Qveied  with  9  ji^te  ^  VfWWidmt^ 
ped  in  block  tin.  Upon  the  und^r  iide  #^ 
o^per  were  engraved  the  aunwr  of  *ke  crty  0i , 
]ESdinburgh  and  of  the  uniVetnityt  and^  alto  the' 
apma  of  the  Right  Hon.  Ipvd  M9f^i«r<  «9  grapa4 
inasterrmason  of  Scotland. 

The  building  was  accordia^y  hcgon,  and  for 
spme  time  went  on  rapidly-    8pt  the  sum  c^U 
leeted;  though  laise»  being  Uk  fl?Qffn  fuftcioit  fyr 
the  erection  of  a  building  of  such  ^egaiuie  aM  ^ 
ml^gnitude)  it  was  necessarily  atop|ied.     Hie  - 
iiorth*W6St  comer  is  the  only  pait  which  has  fet 
been  completed  for  the  accommodation  of  atny  of- ' 
the  classes*    A  sum  of  money  having  been  lately 
given  by  hta  present  majesty  for  the  fbrwarding-- 
of  the  worki  the  east  front  has  been  nearly  com*  ' 
pkttd.   Thegffeatcr  pm  of  thebufldii^hofw*^ 
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c^f  aiipnrs  like  t  vast  ruin ;  and  it  18  prcilMMe> 
tliat  unless  it  Is  oiade  a  national  concern^  and  a 
grast  c^  money  is  given  by  parii^ent  for  its 
Gompletionj  ft  wiU  km^  remain  in  an  unfiniahgd 
slata. 


BAST  FRONT  OF  THE  NBW  UMIVBRS.ITY. 

Accofdittg  to  the  plan  laid  down,  the  buildini^ 
h  to  be  of  a  square  form,  with  a  laige  area  in  the 
centre.  The  east  fitint,  in  Which  is  the  priDcipait 
gate,  ii  to  be  adorned  with  a  dome ;  and  from  the 
massive  grandeur  of  what  paxt  of  this  side  Is 
erected,  an  idea  may  be  formed  of  the  ext«it  and 
appearance  which  the  whole  wiU  have  ^heb 
completed*  Over  the  the  gate  is  a  handsome 
^lunticot  assorted  bj  large  atone  coluiftl^s  df  th& 
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Boric  (Mfder,    These  columng  are  foczoed  of  ^se 

solid  mass  of  stone.  Over  the  gate  is  the  ibllow- 
iDg  iascription :  AcadenUa  Jaeobi  VJ.  Scatonm 
Regisy  Anna  p9st  Christum  Natum  M^pxxxH. 
Instituta;  annoque  m^dcc,lxxxix>  Rmovofi  «*• 
epta  ;  Regnante  Gsor^o  III.  Principe  Mtmificenti^ 
simo ;  Urbis  Edinens'u  Prafecto  Thoma  Mlders: 
Academia  Primario  Gidielmo  Robertson.  Archi' 
tecto  Roberto  Adam* 

The  east  and  west  sides  of  this  square  are  i% 
extend  255  feet  in  length,  and  the  south  and 
north  358.  There  are  to  be  houses  for  the  prinv 
cipal  and  six  or  seven  of  the  professors.  The  li- 
brary is  to  be  a  room  of  160  feet  in  length ;  the 
museum  for  natural  curiosities  is  to  be  of  the 
same  exteHtj  and  the  dimensions  of  the  hall 
for  public  exercises  and  degrees  are  about  90  feet 
by  30.  The  whole^  when  finished*  will  be.ene  of 
the  most  splendid  structures  of  the  kind  in  Eu- 
rope. 

At  the  time  when  the  founiiation  stone  of  the 
new  buildings  was  laid,  the  university  of  Edin- 
burgh was  in  the  most  flourishing  state.  More 
than  .a  thousand}  ypung.  men^  frftsji  almost  every 
nation  in  Europe,  and, every,. state  in  America, 
were  prosecuting  their,  studies  at  this  cel^hi'^ted 
semiaary.  '  It  is  worthy  of  notice,  that,  in  the 
COwse  of  tweptj  yearSj  (viz,  from  J76&  to  n^8^> 
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Ite  nomber  of  students -had  increased  otarlf 
doiil^«  And  from  the  fonowing  statementt 
iviadi  is  given  On  the  Btdt  authority^  of  the  num- 
ber of  persons  who  have  attended  this  school  of 
medkine  from  ks  commencement  in  17S0  till  the 
year  ISDO,  an  idea  may  be  formed  of  its  progn»« 
jive  increase  m  other  departments. 

iFrom  1730  to  1790| 1S,800 

....  1790  to  1800, SylSO 

From  1790  to  1800, 15,980 


BOtAMlC  GA&OEir« 

Connected  with  the  university  are  the  Obseri- 
vatory  and  Botanic  Garden.  The  Botanic  Gar- 
den df  Edinburgh  was  originally  projected  by  sir 
Andiew  Balfour,  an  eminent  physician,  in  concert 
vnth  Patrick  Murray  of  Livingston,  about  the 
end  6f  th^  seveniteenth  century.  It  originally  oc- 
cx^ffudd  asquare  pieqe  of  ground  at  the  east  end  of . 
the  drained  noorass  called  the  North  Loch,  in  the 
tfgii^Hy  <^  the  Trinity  House  and  College  Church. . 
Ajtita  Jint  esl^Ushincnit^  Mr.  Jaqaes  Sutherland, 
jqgbnMJf9S?e4  botanist,  was  eng^^d  as  head  gar< 
T 
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#eiicr.:  It  iv8t.aftervanisKino«tdte  snare'^^<iM 

Biodious  MtuaHon,  at  the  eaiteni  extremity  «ftM 
the  dtr,  and  occupied  ^tbe  royal  garden^'  trlikh 
Anciently  was  connected  witfc  the  regal  reiideife^ 
of'  Holyroodhouse,  in  its  immediate  neigi^idtav 
hood.  At  this  period,  the  collection  of  plstotfr  ia 
the  gr.vden,  bo^  indigenovis  and  exotic,  seetha  to 
Jiave  been  considerable.  Dr.  Nicolson,  the  wefl 
known  Mshop  of  Carlisley  speaking  of  tMs  garden, 
and  of  ite  able  superintendent  Mr.  James- Suther« 
land,  says,  **  In  about  twenty  years,  he  haa 
brought  %is  collection  of  plants  to  such  a  degree 
of  excellency  as  is  truly  admirable.  His  Hortus 
Medicuj  Edinburgeruis  surpasses  most  of  them.— 
'JThe  great  variety  of  seeds  and  plants  which  hia 
<:orrespondents  abroad  have  furnished  him  with, 
have  mightily  increased  his  foreign  stock  ;  aid 
bift  late  personal  view  and  examination  of  tfte 
ffaires  and  mountains  of  AnnandsJe,  Niddisdate, 
&c.  have  amply  discovered  to  Mm  the  riches  of 
his  own  country ;  so.  that  we  have  sttfikient  eo« 
^rouragement  to  hope,  that  he  will  shoiUy  obii|f» 
us  with  a  new  prospeW  of  one  of  the  best  fa**- 
niflihed  gardens  in  Eurbpe.'*  The  botanicgai^n 
was  removed  from  this 'situation  to  the  piace* 
which  it  at  present  occupies^  on  the  w<est  tfdeiofl^ 
the  middle  of  Leith  walk.  It  contaiiiff  about  iii%^ 
XBgKsh  acrea  of  «ro«B4*    Tle'kilMl«l<«l 
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^kmU-hfttftaibiamrei  andflneetfae  ffstem  of 
JJmmnB  han  superteded  all  oUiera»  the  plant! 
«K  arranged  accocdlfag  to  the  classification  ol 
ttot  Ownent  botanist.  The  professor  of  botany 
Ubotaaist  to  the  kii^,  and  receives  a  salary  of 
l9oU  per  amutm  for  the  support  of  the  gardeni 
la  it  is  a  mgomaent  erected  by  the  late  Dr.  Hope 
iR>  the  mesiory  of  Linnaeus.  It  is  a  neat  Tase^^ 
nqiported  on  a  pedestal,  with  this  simple  incsrip^ 
J  • 

LINN^O  POSUlt 
JO.  HOPE. 


•     OtSERVATOilT. 

;  The  Observatory  is  situated  oh  the  top  of  th^ 
CSiltoii4uU»  a  considerable  eminence,  almost  with- 
in-the  city  of  Edinburgh.  The  scheme  for  erect* 
lug  a  building  of  this  kind  was  first  formed  in 
the  y«u*  1786;  but  the  commotion  occasioned 
li^.tlie  execution  of  captain  Porteous  by  the  po- 
ptflaGey-pre^ented  the  completion  of  the  design. 
Ift  wa»  a^n  revived  in  1Y41,  at  which  time  the 
«ttrldf  Morton  generously  gave  the  sum  of  lool. 
Sierlfiigibp  the  purpose  of  erecting  an  observa- 
tory»  and  the  ingenious  Maclaurin,  with  the  prin- 
'^Iptil-aiid  ftome  of  the  professors  of  the  university 
Tt 
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lirare  appmnted  trustees  for  mMut^ag^thk.Wtmu 
Bfr.  Maclaurih  bimaelfy  with  a  libeiaUty  ckane- 
teristic  of  an  enlai^ged  inmd»  added  to  the  abofve 
•urn  the  profits  ariaiog  from  a  course  of  lectims 
which  he  read  on  experimental  philosopky, 
which  wi^  other  small  sums^  amounted  in  all 
to  sooL  The  death  of  this  eminent  man  in  1 74«» 
towever,  put  a  second  stop  to  the  execution  of 
the  project*  The  famous  Short,  weU*luiowa  |ar 
his  inprovements  in  the  constructiim  oi  reflecting 
telescopes,  in  cpnjunction^with  his  lHt)ther»nQw 
attempted  the  erection  of  the  building.  But 
the  progress  of  the  unfortunate  Observatory  was 
again  stopped  i>y  the  death  of  Mr*  Short  in  1768. 
About  the  year  J77^»  the  money  with  the  ac« 
cumulated  interest  amounting  to  40ol,  the  plan 
^r  building  the  Observatory  was  ag^in  broaght 
before  the  public.  A  plan  of  the  intended  edi^ 
*  Qce  was  designed  by  Mr.  Craig,  architect ;  and 
the  foundation  stone  of  the  building  was  laid  by 
Mr.  Stodart,  loid  Provost  pf  £dinburgfa«  on  the 
9$Xh  of  August  1776.  About  this  time  Mr*  Adam» 
the  celebrated  architect,  visiting  £dinbuiigh»  be 
conceived  the  idea  of  giving  the  whole  the  ap« 
pearance  of  a  fortification,  for  which  its  situatioo» 
on  the  top  of  the  Calton-hill,  was  y^  much 
adapted.  Accordingly,  a  line  was  marked  out  for 
xQi^osmg  the  limiU  of  th?  Observatory  witb^^ 
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Mil,  ^dfislaructed  wit|^  buttrenes  and  emfatatttretf 
Md  having  Gothic  towers  at  the  angles*  In  the 
^Bf^l  execution  of  this  de^gn,  the  mo/iey  appro« 
fitkked  for  the  work  was  totally  exhaustedy  and 
ll»:Ob«ehratorf  was  once  more  left  to  its  fate* 
ft  stood  in  thi»  situation  for  many  years,  present- 
ing, saffs  Mr.  Amot,  «  a  hatf  finished  work  on  the 
higli^sthin  of  Edinbttigh,  spe^ng  this  emphatfe 
Isiigaage  to  the  eye  of  every  beholder  r  Here  is  a 
^iJiildiiig  trhich  the  folly  of  its  contrivers  led 
tten  to  begin,  without  considering,  that,  by 
thtir  poverty,  they  were  unable  to  finish  it.*'  lit 
*'?&2,  however,  it  was  completed  by  the  magf* 
Itrates ;  but  in  a  style  far  inferior  to  what  the 
iftillty  bf  -such  an  institution  deserved.  Since 
that  period  it  has  continued  to  decline,  the  same 
evil  genius  Which  presided  at  its  first  commence- 
ment still  dooming  it  to  neglect  and  misfortune. 
It  is'  fliomewhat  strange,  that,  in  a  seminary 
%here  ot^er  sciences  have  flourished  so  much, 
vslbpotKymj  ^ould  have  made  so  little  progress, 
anil  met  with  so  little'  eneouragement.  Ta 
^Htetever  causes  this  may  be  attributed,  the  hct 
i^cart&in ;  and  the  present  Observatory,  unoccu;.. 
|^ad%y  neglect,  and  hastening  to  decay,  afford^ 
thi^  Oiotft  sb^Hhg  proof. 
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The  students  who  attend  the  univer$it|p  of 
Edinburgh  are  not,  like  most  others  in  the  J^iiigi* 
domy  obliged  to  adopt  any  particu^r  ib^?  I9 
their  living.  They  mix  promiscuously,  wj^  tl# 
rest  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  city,  ajod  liv^.in.thii 
manner  best  suited  to  their  circumstanced  a^  iDt 
cUnations.  Neither  do  the  rules  of  the  college  re- 
quire  that  they  should  appear  in  any  dress  dif^ 
rent  from  the  other  citizens.  In  the  choice  of 
their  academical  pursuits  also  they  ajpe  1^  at  :per* 
feet  freedom,  which  perhaps  is  one  of  the .  b^sfe 
means  that  could  be  contrived  for  keeping  alive 
that  desire  of  distinction  and  emulation  wluch  U 
f  o  natural  at  an  early  period  of  life. 

From  the  first  institution  of  the  univ^sity,  t^o^ 
until  the  present  time,  it  has  always  beefi^  a  pim* 
cipal  object  with  the  patrons  of  the  college^ 
^the  magistrates  of  Edinburgh),  to  fill  th,e  chaln^ 
with  men  only  whose  rectitude  of  conduct,  anci 
jcnown  abilities,  rendered  them  capable  of  ufider* 
taking,  with  promising  success,  an  o%:e  so:iiii(* 
portant  to  society  as  the  instruction  of  youtlm 
«  With  what  integrity  and  discernment  p«MoQ9 
have  been  chosen  to  preside  in  each,  of  these  d$^ 
partments,  (says  the  eloquent  Robertson),  tk^ 
ch^acter  gf  my  learoejl  coUeagues  ii|fQ|d»;tko 
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Htisfyiog  evidence.  From  c<Hiiidence  in  that 
abilities,  and  assiduity  in  discharging  the  duties 
df  fikir  respective  offices,  the  uiliversity  of  £din- 
Ixjffgli  has  become  a  seat  of  education,  not  only 
to  fcmtfa  fai  every  part  of  the  British  dominions, 
biit,  to  the  honour  of  our  coimtry,  students  have 
^een  attracted  to  it  from  ahnost  every  nation  in 
S»topey  and  every  state  in  Anierica.'' 

LIBRARY. 

;  The  librai7  of  the  university  is  valuable  and  ex- 
tensive. It  owed  its  first  beginning  to  Mr.  Clement 
Littie,  advdbate,'  who  bequeathed  his  collection 
of  books  to  the  magistrates,  for  the  use  of  the 
citizens  in  1580.  An  apartment  for  holding 
them  was  erected  at  that  time  in  the  church-yard 
of  St.  Giles  (now  the  Parliament  Square) ;  but 
the  college  being  founded  in  the  following  year, 
the  books  were  itfmoved  there  in  1582.  There 
are  properly  two  libraries  belonging  to  the  uni- 
versity ;  but  one  of  these,  consisting  mostly  of 
books  in  divinity,  is  appropriated  solely  to  the 
use  of  the  students  of  theology.  In  the  library 
are  many  curious  manuscripts"  and  ihteresting 
fcittorical  documents ;  among  which  arc  the  ori«. 
ginal  contract  of  Mary  queen  of  Scots  with  the 
ibMip^  vf  fxtace ;  a  Bohemian  protest  »g^mt 
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the  council  of 'Constance  for  bundftg  Jolfli '] 
in  the  year  1417»  with  105  seah  of  Bohemian^ftM 
Moravian  nobles  annexed ;  and  some  otieatal  nof 
Auscripts.  Here  is  also  kept  a  beatttiftil  copy  of 
Fordoun'S  Scotichronieony  beatxtifttlly  vmite  o4 
vellum. 

The  library  room  is  ado^^ed  with  several  por^ 
traits,  the  chief  of  which  are  those  of  Itotveri 
Rollocky  the  first  principal,  king  James  VI,  Na- 
iler the  inventor  of  the  logarithms,  John  Knox, 
Principal  Carstairs,  Thomson,  the  author  of  the 
«*  Seasons,"  the  late  celebrated  F^ncqnl  Rob^fvO 
ton»  and  Provost  Elder. 

The  college  library  of  Edinburgh  reoeives  a 
copy  of  every  book  entered  at  Stationers  Hall* 
The  only  other  fund  for  its  support  is  the  money 
paid  by  students  at  matriculation ;  and  5f .  given 
by  each  professor  at  his  admission.  The  amount 
of  these  sums  is  uncertain,  but'  has  been  estimat'* 
ed  at  about  I50l.  ptr  annum.  The  books  are  un^ 
der  the  care  of  a  librarian  and  under  librariaHf 
Who  are  both  appointed  by  the  College. 

The  museum  of  natural  hiatjory  belonging  Ha 
the  university  is  small,  but  the  number  of  sped* 
mens  is  daily  increasing.  The  museum  of  ana- 
tomical preparations  is  particularly  valuable^ 
owing  to  the  exertions  of  the  professors  hi  thit 
dt^cttttDt.    Tfaero  is  i£bo  a  colledioft  «f  aM^ 
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ipmical  pre^aFations,  belonging  to^the  professor 
pfmidwifeiy.  ^    ' 

«  The  sesnons  of  the  college  amtinue  for  aboat 
•ix  months,  beginning  in  October  and' November^ 
and  ending  in  April  and  May.  The  annual  num- 
ber <^  students  who  frequent  thi^.  seminary  is 
fron^  l«00  to  1400.  ^ 

The  several  branches  of  education  taught  iji 
the  university  of  Edinburgh  at  present  (i805}».are 
•ft  follow : 

I.  LITERATURE  AND  PHILOSOPHY. 

Humanity  Or  Lralin,  Natural  Philosophy,' 

Crreeky  Rhetoric     and     Belles 
>Iathemati(:s,  X«ettresy 

Ix>gic  and  Metaphysic$>  Universal  History, 

Moral  Philosopliy,  Natural  History, 

Political  Economy^  Agriculture. 

II.  THEOLOGY. 

Divinity,  Hebrew  and  other  Ori* 

;pivinity  and    Church       CQtal  Languages, 
^.  Wrtory, 
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III.  LAW. 

Civil  La W4  Public  Law^  and  Law  o^ 

Scots  Lawy  Nature  aaid  Natibds* 

IT.  MiSDtCINE. 

Anatomy  and  Swc^cryt  Theoiy  of  Physic, 

Chemistry  and  CJ^nii*  Practice  of  Physic^ 

cal  Pharmacy,  theory  and  Practice  of 

fiiet^tksf  MatenaMe-  MklnHfiery^ 

^ica,  imd  Phannacyt 


Besides  the  uniTersity  of  Edinburgh,  theit  ai« 
many  private  aicadonies  and  lecture^rocois  id 
the  city,  for  classical  and  medical  instruction* 
These  are  in  general  superintended  by  able  teach* 
crsy  whose  merits  entitle  them  ^to  the  patronage 
•f  an  enligbtened  public.  ' 


ROYAL  COLLEGE  OF  PHYSICIAKS. 

The  Royal  CoHclge  of  Physicians  was  incorpo*' 
ffated  by  a  charter  from  king  Charles  II.  6&  th» 
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.■S901  oH'SairmJbet  1081,  which  was  tatified  hjpsr* 
lament  in  1685.  In  their  charter  of  incorpora^ 
tSMf  k  is  prdvidedy  that  the  royal  CoHege  shall, 
at  least  twice  ia  the  year,  visit  all  the  apotheca-» 
lies  shops  within  the  city  and  liberties  g£  Edin- 
burgh, and  destroy  all  insufiicient  and  corrapted 
drugs.  The  hall  for  their  meetings  is  situated  o» 
the  south  side  of  George's  Street,  in  the  new 
]^art  of  the  city,  immediately  opposite  to  St.  An* 
drew's  church.  It  is  a  handsMne  building,  sv 
fi^  ia  length  by  63  in  breadth.  A  beautiful  por« 
tico  in  front  advances  nine  feet  from  the  body  of 
the  building,  and  is  supported  by  four  columns 
of  the  Corinthian  order,  24  feet  in  height.  A 
select  library  belonging  to  the  society  occupies  a 
rkMia  in  the  second  floor.  The  plan  of  the  build^ 
iag  was  formed  under  the  direction  of  the  late 
celebrated  Dr.  Cullen,  and  was  founded  on  the 
97th  of  November  1775.  It  is  considered  as  a 
chaste  and  elegant  imitation  of  ancient  Greci^ 
architecture. 


HOYAL  ^ociitT. 

«S;kef«iry  societies,  tHkler  different  denomiii** ' 
tloitf^  have  been  established  ia  £dixibui^h  far 
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ttearly  H  caitury^    In  the  former  imrt  of  that  pm 
riody  howeyery  these  associations  were  ndt  venr. 
frequenty  nor  were  their  members  very  numeiiott&r 
Before  the  union  of  the  kingdoms^  there  does  noib, 
appear  to  have  existed  in  the  Scottish  metropolis 
any  society,  merely  for  improvement  in  science^ 
and  the  purpose  of  communicating  mutq^  in- 
struction.   But  soon  after  that  event*  by  the  in-* 
troduction  of  manufactures,  conrnierce,  and  uk 
consequence  of  wealthy  the  manners  of  th^  pec^le 
received  a  new  tumy  and  knowledge  and  improve^ 
ment  in  literature  followed. 
.  The  first  literary  society  in  Edinburgh  of  which, 
we  have  any  account^  was  instituted  in  17I8« 
The  masters  of  the  High  School,  and.  the  cele* 
brated  grammarian  Mr.  Thomas  Ruddiman^  were 
the  original  founders.    The  object/of  the  society; 
was,  the  improvement  of  the  members  in  classical, 
learning,  «  without  meddling  with  the  affairs. of 
church  or  state,"    The  society  was  afterwards, 
joined  by  Henry  Home  (lord  Kames),  who  had 
from  nature  an  insatiable  appetite  for  information 
of  every  kind,  and  who  was  afterwards  known  to 
the  world  by  a  variety  of  masterly  productions* 
He  was  followed  as  .a.  meqaber  of  .this  society  by 
Mr.  Archibald  Murray,  Mr.  James  Cochran,  with 
other  members  of  the  Scottish  bar^  ^^4  Ife* 
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Ofcl|e  WiAaitf  one  of  tue  minisiterii  of  £dffP» 
ka^.   The  tUDnes  of  the  enlightened  indiridaals., 
vira  £nilwd  this  Mciety  desenre  to  be  reoordedt 
Sd  Oe  histories  of  the  Uterature  of  Scotland,  as 
king*  the.  .first  men  who,   by   their  example. 
and  liberal  views,  attempted  an  institution,  of 
which  the  utility  has  dnce  been  so  uniTersalty 
acknowledged*     Whether  the  conversations  of 
the  members  of  this  society  weie  preserved,  or 
their  dissertations  published,  is  not  ascertained.    . 
The  association  for  the  cultivation  of  Gteek 
and  Rnnaik  literature  was  succeeded,  in  the  year 
17Sl»  by  the  society,  for  the  **  improvement  of 
medical  knowledge."    This  society,  which  con- 
tributed not  a  little  to  the  propagation  of  the 
most  useful  of  akt^  had  for  it»  secretary  the  ce* 
lebrated  Dr.  Alexander  Monro  pnmtUi  and  under 
Ms  care  the  Tramaetiom  of  the  society  weve  pub- 
lished, at  diilerent  periods,  in  five  volumes  8vo^ 
with  the  title  of  ^  Medical  Essays  and  Observa- 
tions."   The  merit  of  these  volumes  attracted 
the  notice  of  the  public ;  they  wei'e  praised  by 
the  great  Hsdier ;  and  their  utility  was  acknoW-  - 
lei^ged  by  all  the  learned  in  £urope. 
.  The  Medical  Society  was  soonexpanded,<how-  - 
ever,  in  the  cotfrse •  of  imptvvement,  iD^o  the* 
*  Philosophical  Society  of  Ediiditirgh/^  a  liberal 
AiatHutiofi^  which  owed  its  ««t4Mi4limentte.the: 
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cneftlbint  of  the  gcest  imtheiiuitKSdi  Mrt-^CMtt^ 
llaclaunii.  This  society  subsisted  rfdr  a  imtpher 
dF  yem;  and  in  1754  published  a  Tohhm  off 
<f  Essays  and  Observations^  Kiyncalandlitenu. 
ry."  A  second  vc^uise  appeared  in  1756^  mad  a 
third  in  1771. 

The  Philosophical  Society  of  Edinboiffb^ 
though  its  meetings  were  not  entirely  disconti- 
ituedy  appears  to  have  languished  for  some  time 
after  this  period,  till  about  the  year  1777)  when» 
upon  the  election  of  the  late  Henry  Home,  lord 
Kames,  to  the  office  of  president^  its-meeiiiigs 
became  more  frequent,  and  its  business  va^  ami- 
ducted  with  renewed  ardour  and  success* 

About  the  end  of  the  year  1789)  however,  ia 
a  meeting  of  the  professors  of  the  iy  iversity -of 
Edinburgh,  many  t>f  whom  were  membm  of  tbe 
Philosophical  Society,  a  scheme  was  prc^AMid 
by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Ro(>ertson,  principal  of -tiie^ool- 
lege,  for  the  establishment  of  a'  ne^  ^daakffdtt 
a  move  extended  plan,  and  after  the  inodelof 
eome  of  the  foreign  academies,  ^i^hioh  ba»ve:  fbr ' 
their  object  the  cultivation  of  every  branch:  of 
•science,  erudition,  and  taste.  The  p!an  .was  ^ 
pro^^.  of  and  adopted ;  and  a  resoiiitlim  was 
taken  of  ^oliciUng  ^he  king  fat  lill84x](yal  patlMiA- 
age,  to  which  th^  Pbilosoi^blca}  Soi^ety  joined 
ib  influence  a^irbMy.  A  shatter  was  according^ 
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ifpS!A61lf}ABnuitttf9  erdetldg  tUmi  Mo  % 
Mrpbrate  body^  bf  the  tttk  of  the  ^  Rofal  Sa» 
teieftf  of  EdinbBrgh/'  in  the  year  1788.  The  Mn 
ciety  {HiUiihcd  the  first  volume  of  thdr  TrofUm 
mitims  in  1788,  which  contains  mgiiy  mtereifeiiig 
papers;  and  since  that  time  have  occamiiatty 
Stvenvt^times  to  the  public* 


*  ^       .     80CIITY  OF  iSiMTIQVARlK8« 

Ae -Society  ^f  the  Antiquaries  of  ScoClaiWl 
mras  finit  projects  4n  the  year  1780*  A  munbeir 
of  noblfemen  and  gentlemen,  to  whom  the  histo- 
ricad- joid  other  antiquities  of  their  native  country 
ire^^tereflting,  formed  themcelves  into  afl  a<- 
lodation  for  investigating  thcRe  in  that  yeaf ; 
And  a  <t»ya{  chatter  was  obtained  for  ^«  incof* 
IKnutfdii  of  the  society  on  the  29ih  of  March 
178Si  The  society  since  that  time  hate  acquired 
a-censiderable  museum  of  coins,  charters,  ancient 
ainour»  ^weapons,  &c. ;  and  the  first  and  only  vew 
inme  of  their  "  Transactions"  was  published  in 
«793.  This  volume  contahis  many  curious  and 
Interesting  papers  relating  to  the  history,  ftaliqu$ 
.<ies^  afid  present  state  of  Scotland* 
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.  Inthe  jtar  1754  an  assodatioo' w^'^Bamwite 
\fidii1burgh9  which  cannot  be  xuuted  unnoticed^' 
•aamed  the  Select  Society.  This  society  onved  ilg 
'rise  to  Alkn  Ramsay,  the  son  of  the  ccleb^ted 
'SccPttish  poet»  and  was  intended  for  philosophic 
uaquiryt  and  the  imt>rovement  of  the  membera 
in  the  art  of  speaking.  The  first  meeting  of  Jhit 
association  was  held  in  the  Advocates  Library  i|ik 
May  1754,  and  consisted  at  that  time  cmly  of  fif-* 
teen  members,  who  had  been  nominated  and  caL* 
led  together  by  Mr.  Ramsay  and  two  or  three  of 
iiis  friends.  But  in  1 759  tl^ir  number  amoootcd 
to  lao,  including  all  the /i>/:tf/i  of  Edinbuiigl^ 
umd  its  neighbourhood.  The  society  subsi^tig^ 
-for  a  number  of  years;  and  perhaps  there  neyo: 
.was  an  association  more*  respectable  for  thei^d^^ 
racter  or  talents  of  those  who  composed  it.*  I11.9, 
list  of  its  members  preserved  in  **  Stewart's  lifie 
of  Dr.  Robertson/^  besidea  many  other  enuaeaj^ 
personages,  are  found  the  names  of  the  histoiiaa 
of  Charles  V,  the  author  of  the  «  Wealth  of  Na» 
tions,''  and  Mr.'David  Hunie^ 

The  Speeulathje  Society ^  was  instituted  in  17<|^ 
J^y  6i3^  students  then  at  the  university  of  this  dtyw 
Its  establishmpit  was  principally  for  impnive" 
ment  in  composition  and  public  speaking;  and 
in  the  cultivation  of  these  its  members  have  beem^ 
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ISgblf  mccessfiiL  The  6octety»  scxm  after  ht 
commencemeott  built  a  hall  withip  the  uni¥eru<« 
tff  and  furnished  a  small  library.  It  can  now 
boost  of  many  of  its  melnbers  bokiiQg  th^  first 
laak  in  literary  excelieace* 

The  Royai  Medical  Society^  of  Edinburgh  waf 
erected  into  a  body  corporate  by  king  Geox^ge 
niy  on  the  I4t|ii>f  December  1778.  It  is  chkfly 
•CHBposed  of  the  gentleman  attending  the  univer- 
flty.  They  have  a  small  hall  for  their  meetingi^ 
ntSt  a  delect  collection  of  books. 

The  Natwai  Hhtory  SccUty  was  instituted  iip 
the  year  1 782.  On  an  application  from  the  prin« 
c^aly  and  the  late  professor  of  Natural  History, 
(Dn  Walker)  the  magistrates  of  Edinburgh  caus- 
ed a  building  to  be  erected  in  the  college  for 
their  tise»  where  they  m^et  weekly  during  the 
aessioft.  This  institution  has  proved  no  inconsl- 
dfiflble  acquisition  to  the  students  of  natural 
history ;  and  many  of  the  member^  have  djstin^ 
gnished  themselves  in  branches  of  science  to  which 
their  attention  was  called  when  attending  thig 
•eciety.  The  society  have  a  small  but  valuable 
IiliRury»  a  coflectioji  of  minerals^  and  a  number  of 
;  and  valuable  specimens  of  plants* 


Us 
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▲DTOCATES  LIB&AHT. 


The  establishment  of  the  valuati^  VibrBjff  be- 
longing'to  the  Faculty  of  Advocates  was  projec- 
ted by  sir  George  Mackenzie,  and  proposed  by 
,  him  to  a  meeting  of  the  Faculty  held  on  the  utk 
of  December  1680«  The  utility  of  >the  institii* 
lion  was  instantly  pe;iceiY8d»  and  the  library  was 
founded  in  1682.  In  the  year  16959  the  coUec* 
don  was  considerably  inateased  by, a  donatjon 
from  William  duke  <^  Queensberry  $  and  a  quan- 
tity of  books,  of  which  there  is  a  printed  cata- 
logue, were  presenteid  to  the  Faculty  by  the  cele- 
brated poet,  Drummondof  Hawthomden*  In  1706 
the  room  where  the  library  was  kept  being  near- 
ly destroyed  by  fire,  it  was  removed  to  the  place 
Which  it  at  present  occupies,  the  ground  floor  of 
the  Parliament  house.  This  library,  which  is 
by  far  the  most  considerable  in  Scotland,  k.chi^- 
ly  supported  by  the  money  paid  by  Advocates  on 
their  admission  into  the  Faculty ;  and  theatatutc 
of  queen  Ann6,  whiche  stablishes  a  literary  pro- 
perty of  authors  in  their  books,' rfiqfunng' th^  a 
copy  of  such  bx>oks  shall  be  given  to  Ihis-ltbi^. 
In  the  library  is  a  valuable  collection  o£  0t8n»- 
scripts,  consisting  of  the  registersof  someof  the 
Scottish  monasteries,  of  illuminated  jotfi^^abi'aiMf 
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teany  Tohimes  of  onginal  papers  relating  to  flie 
tffairs  of  Scotland.  There  i#  allM  a  collection  of 
prints ;  and  in  1705  the  Faculty  purchased  a  fine 
tbHection  of  coins  and  medals,  Grecian,  Roman, 
Saxoii,  Scotti^y  and  English.  Of  printed  books 
ttere  are  upwards  of  60,000  volumes.  The 
1xK>fcs  are  lent  out  «pon  receipts,  and  a  member 
^  bf  the  faculty  may  obtain  as  many  as  he  thinks 
ft,  subject  to- the  ofaitgation  of  restoring  them  at 
the  end  of  a  year.  The  Advocates  have  it  also 
in  Hicir  power  to  oblige  their  ^-iends  with  the 
books  of  their  library ;  so  that  it  is  open,  by  this 
-means,  for  every  ueeful  purpose,  to  the  perusal  of 
the  public.  The  books  are  under  the  care  of  a 
^brarian  and  under  librarian,  appointed  by  the 
facility  ^  and;  among  those  who  have  enjoyed 
tills  office  may  be  mentioned  the  celebrated 
^rammirian  Thomas  Ruddiman,  and  the  no  less 
veiebrated  historian'  and  philosopher  Davi4 
fimne. 

'progress  and  present  state  op  printing. 

:  It  would  exceed  our  limits,  to  enter  into  % 
dSsscussioA  repecting  the  invention  of  the  art  of 
prititii^,  or  to  trace  its  progress  from  the  Conti- 
vetit  to  Great  Britain.  We  shall  only  remai^ 
ihatth^att  was  idtscoyored  about  the  middle  of 
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tiie  fTftccodi  coktarfi  that  the  finrt  (kidIbi 
j^tfid  It  Mentz  aboat  145<> ;  and  that,  in  the  ] 
)47i»  a  prititiag-press  waa  established  at  WesU 
minster  by  WilUam  Gaston,  which  was  the  fin( 
that  was  introduced  into  England. 

Thirty-six  years  after  that  interesting  trade  had 
Wen  iMnottgfat  to  Westminster  by  Caxton,  a  print* 
ing-fsress  was  established  in  Cdkiburgh.  Scottisli 
Utenitiire  owes  this  estaUishaient  to  the  generous 
and  brave  monarch  James  IV»  who  patroniaed 
the  erection  of  a  printing-press  in  the  capital  so 
tariy  as  the  year  1507*  The  first  printers  weie 
Walter  Chepmany  a  merefaant  in  Sdinburgh,  and 
Androw  Myllar»  a  workman.  The  oldest  j^eci- 
men  of  Scottish  printing  hitherto  discovered^  la- 
a  collection  of  tracts,  entitled  <<  The  Porteoua 
ef  Nobihiess,"  printed  in  1508,  about  one 
one  year  after  the  erection  of  the  fifst  presa  in 
Edinburgh,  and  thhty-seven  years  after  the  intnv 
duction  of  the  art  into  England.  These  tract* 
are  preserved  in  the  Advocates  Library,  Edia* 
bm-gh.  There  must  certainly,  however^  have 
been  some  works  printed  prior  to  this  date,  the 
press  behf g  established  nearly  a  year  befwpe  ;  but 
as  it  is  probable  that  these  books  might  consisl 
of  the  lives  of  saints,  legendary  miracles,  or:  ofi 
devotions  then  in  esteem,  they  may  have  bees 
fast  at  the  Reformation,  eithqr  by  b^eing  cacriiBd 
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Warf  b^rHile  prieitcr  Who  lied  beyond  sea;  or  de* 
'$tKOffcA  by  the  blind  zeal  of  the  reforming  party. 
'  The  neict  mask  disoovered  as  being  printed  i« 
fidBrtmrgb  if  a  Breviary  of  the  church  of  Aber« 
>deen^  which  was- issued  from  the  press  in  the 
^Hkfwing  year.  The  second  part  of  this  brevKuy 
leras  printed  in  151O9  ^  Opptdo  Edinburgensi  iiii^ 
infessa,  jussu  et  tmpensk  houorabilis  nri  Walteri 
<niap^an>  cjusdem  oppidi  mercatoris,  quarto  die 
tneifsis  JuiH,  anno  Domini  millefimo  ccccc  deo* 
moJ*  •  Both  parts  of  this  breviary  are  in  the  Ad* 
^pocatee  library>  but  wiant  the  tkle  pft^fes  and 
•dneleaflres  in  t^ie  tniddlew 

From  this  period  till 'the  year  1536  oo  bookf 
4ave  been  dieed«»td  that  were  pribted  in  £din- 
tat^  In  that  year^  however,  •another  printer 
iBide  his  appearance.  The  first  of  his  perform* 
ances  which'  is  known  is  BaUanden's  translation 
of  f]«etor  Boece,' which  bears  to  have  been  <«  im- 
pmtet  ia  Edei^mrgh  be  Thomas  Davidson, 
'dwelling  foment  tiie  Fryere  Wynde."  This  book 
it  laqual  to  any  spedmen  of  typography  of  that 
period. 

(  ^  In  the  y«ar  1540  the  Seottish  parliament  passed 
^m  aett  osiaining  tlielord  Register  to  publish  the 
dels  joi  XMdianent  made  :in  the  reign  of  king 
jMnes  V,  and  to  employ  what  pmter  he  pkased^. 
|»wwi>ifd  that  printef  had  the.kios's  fecial  licence 
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hr  that  pufpoie.  Thomat  jDayid«>n  aoedfdiflc^ 
bbUined  the  king's  IkelKe  tb  pint  these-oct^jof 
parliamenty  and  all  other  printen  iritfain  the 
kingdom  were  discbargped  6rom  printing  the  aamt 
for  the  apace  of  atx  year»;  a  pooof  thatjihetfr 
were  at  that  time  different  peraonfi  in  Scotland 
«tfao  exercised  that  profei8k>n.  Theae  acta  vene 
accordhigly  printed  in  folio»  on  YeUum,  and  in  the 
0ki  JSnglish  or  <  blaGk4etter.  Davidaoop  in  oonse- 
4}ii^Qe  of  tjie.  licence  he  had  obtained^  aeema  t# 
iu^e  takon  the  title  of  «<  regii  fmpressprns**  (9r 
«<  prester  to  tbekingiB  n^byll  graces'.'  and  ^«^ 
probably  the  first  in  Scotland  who  eiyoyed  thai 
lUivikgefc 

.  RitbertLefcprettik  was  the  next  printer  jofirotf- 
aequence  who  eatablidied  .lumsdf  in  fidanbkttgiL. 
To  a  book,  sntiried  «  The  Confiitatiart  of  the 
Abbote  of  Crowaguds  Maaae/^  dtc^  printed  is 
\S69i  is  ptefixcd  nn  qiittle  by  ^  The  Pwotet  to 
the  Reader,"  in  which  he  aptdogiaes.  fbrhia  w;M 
of  Greek  characten,  which  he  wm  fioveed  to  have 
•opptied  by  mami8crq)t9  that  m  one  of  any  enof 
the  author  might  not  suffer  in  his  reputation. 

Printers  ftom  this  period  rapidly -iacreaaed  ia 
number,  in  li84  there  seems  to .  hasre  bees  bo 
less  than  six  different  printera  in  the  city>  ^viz. 
Easnndane,  Ro<8»  Cbarteris,  Mamlenby,  Arimllw 
110^  and  VautxoUier.  Jassindant  wai  the  fint 
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^ho  prated  a  BiUe  in  Eflgluh^  in  lS76i  H^ 
was  'the  Genevan  traislationy  and  was  dedic»- 
ted  to  James  VJ.  Mannenbfy  in  1578  was  the 
%nt  Who  used  Greek  types.  ^  The.Bible»  £»- 
tjite  use  of  Scotland,  by  the  Commissioners  of  the 
Sirky"  w^  printed  by  Alexander  Arbuthnett,  the 
long's  printer^  in  I57^f  ^  at  the  Kurk  in  the 
Hield/? 

The  university  of  Edinbnigh  having  beea 
founded  inl5929  it  Fad  not  long  bdbre  it  gave  t« 
the  wm-ld  its  **  Theses  Fhilosqphicae."  These 
-^tre  begun  ta  be  printed  in  1596>  and  the  earliest 
tyt>ogtapher  to  the  college  was  Hezry  Charteris, 
1%e  king's  printer.  The  first  theses  were  in  larg^ 
^fCtivo.  They  assitmed  a  quarto  lorm  in  I612  ; 
and  before  th^  year  I64t}f  theu*  size  was  raised 
ittto  a  large  iolio,  A  ooHeiction  of  these  may  be 
eeen  ia.the  library  of  the  university. 

>  RjoberlH  WaMegrave  next  established  hhnsetf  at 
die  of  the  first.' printers  in  EdyiibUif^  The 
^  lawei  and  aJotes  of  parHamtnt»  maid  be  king 
James  the>firatyand  his  successcniivt  the  .kingea 
of  Scotland//;  oelleoted  by  Skene,  and  tppblished: 
i»  1^7,  ^besii^  many  o^bber  irorksyafoni  speoi* 
isene  bf  the  typography  of  that  period.     .' 

■'  Aiitiie  ^coaunencemtet  of  the  seventeenth  ceih 
tury,  the  printers  of  Edinburgh  were  generaUfr 
lipoksQllers;  who,  having  acquired  some  weaU^ 
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Cbuld  pwcliase  ft  press,'  and  employ  5Htif!on«>' 
Andrew  Hart,  who  is  justly  praised  by  Watson,  tke 
author  of  a  history  of  printing,  for  his  well  priat^' 
ed  Bible,  was  only  a  bookseller.  Scotixnd  wa» 
soon  after  supplied  with  printers  from  England.' 
But  the  demands  for  books  exceeding  their  abi£. 
ties  to  execute  them,  a  great  pait  of  the  Scottisl» 
literature,  at  this  period,  was  printed  in  HoUaoA^ 
and  the  Low  Cbuntnes. 

•  As  printer  to  the  univcfMty,  one  Fmlayson  «ic- 
ceeded  to  Charteris.    But  at  this  time  the  privi^ 
lege  of  printing  to  this  body  was  periiaptg  not 
confined  to  any  particular  artist.    James  Lind** 
say,  in  1645,  was  the  first  who  styled  iiimsdf 
«  Typegraphus  Acaiemiae."    The  magistraiiB*' 
of  Edinburgh,  as  patrons  of  the  seminary,  pmVa« 
My  appointed  him  to  this  office;  but  what  it: 
that  time  were  its  profits  or  lioBOurs  is  aot  ihiw 
Known.    Their  next  printer,Gideon  Litl^gmr»  in 
X«47,  called  himself  «  prihter  t<r  fiie  Coflege.*  > 
A  regular  appointment  v»  m^de  out  by  the* 
magistrates,  however^  on  the  loth  of  June  I5«s» 
in  favour  .dP  Andrew  Anderson^  ^  tabe  ordmsT' 
printer  to  the  good  town-  and  college  ctf  the  sa* 
men,  in  place  of  Gfd^on  Lithgow,  deceased,  da^: 
ring  pleasfure ;  he  serving  adt  wvM  and  ate  catifclii 
tfce  prices  as  vthctis/' 
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The  priDtiog  continued,  tdl  the  begiimiaf  of 
the  eighteenth  oeatury,  without  making  much 
progress  in  Edinburgh.  The  planters  were  in 
'general  illiterate*  when  complied  with  those  in 
other  couatries  of  Europe  at  that  time.  Not- 
withstanding! however*  that  the  art  was  practis- 
ed by  men  who  .did  not  possess  the  erudition  of 
which  it  is  the  herald*  literature  is  indebted  to 
their  exertions  for  reforming  the  language*  and 
settjj^g*  by  silent  practice*  the  orthography :  of 
the  north. 

The  Revolution  in  1688  paved  the  way  for  the 
extension  and  iQiprovement  of  this  art  in  the 
Scottish  capital.  But  it  was  not  till  after  the 
i^nion  of  the  kingdoms  in  1707  that  it  made  any 
great  progress.  In  1711*  Robert  Freebainsb 
James  Watson*  and  John  basket*  were  ai^K>int- 
ed  the  royal  printers  m  S(!otIand*  and  these  were 
the  first  who  in  Edinburgh  carried  the  art  of 
printing  to  any  degree  of  correctness*  and  ele* 
.glance.  In  1715  a  pfm  was  established  in  th^ 
oity  by  the  celebrated  Ruddiman*  whosp  leasms^ 
and  abilities  entitle  him  to  a  place  not  the  least  in- 
oonsiderable*  arnoi^g  the  most  celebrated  typogra- 
phers in  any  country.  And  in  1728*  he  was  ap- 
pointed, in  coGLJunctioa  with  James  Davidson^  « 
bookseller^  j.oint  printer  tothe  aaiversity  of  EdiOv 
torgh. 

X 
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'  Wnm  tkh  sent  we  may  date  tfep  estalflolmieiye' 
«f  ininttng  oo  an  extended  and  respectable  ba^s 
'  in  £dinbur|^lw  Since  that  tiaoe,  the  number  <i£ 
pdating'^refises  has  incveased  r^^Mdly;  and  the 
art  haa  likewiae  been  improved.  The  progreji^ 
of  printing  m  Edinburgh  will  be  best  seem 
from  the  following  statement,  wiiich  may  be  de* 
pended  Oft  as  correct. 

Printing*houaef  la  £dinbuigh  in  17^  « •  •  ^^9 

in  1790y  • .  •  •  21; 

in  1800»  .  *  .  .  30 

^  in  ISOSf . . . .  40 

In  the  40  priiiting«>house8  now  in  Edinburgh 
«Are  employed  upwards  of  120  printing-ppesses* 
rThe  work  executed  here  is  equal  in  elegance  and 
Isonrectness  ta  any  in  Britain.  A  great  part  of  it 
<ls  done  (HI  account  of  the  booksellers  of  London, 
«dnd  otiher  places ;  and  considerable-  quantities  of 
^oks  dre  printed  ftH*  e^ipor^tion  to  Ireland  ami 
.America*  '-'^  ^'       •        -•     - 

-"  Btfore  concluding  our  «l{<etch  of  the  progred 
-*f  printing  in  Edinbuij^,  we  cansot^  avoid  mcn- 
tkimhig  what  it  owes  to  Mr.  J^mes  Ballantyne, 
who  -first  introduced  what  T»ay  be  called  the 
l^lendid  elegance  of  printing  into  the  ^o^jl|b 
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«M^top<s!i9k'  By  the  taste  and  ^certioaritf  Okli 
(;;entieman,  the  productions  of  the  Scottish  preaft 
may  vie  in  beauty^  and  perhaps  sittpass  in  ele* 
fance,  the  typogtttphic  specimens  of  any  other 
'IK»uiitry, 


fERIODICAI.  PUBLICATIOirS* 

'  The  tttiity '  of  pdiodical  publications  for  ith^ 
Iknowledge  ^d  Spread  of  literature  has  been  unu 
TersaHy  acknowledged.  In  the  literary  history 
of  the  SeoCti^  metropolis,  however^  it  was  a  Ion; 
time  before^  these  vehicles  of  information  aq;>pear* 
•d.  The  establishment  of  Newspapers  is  not 
^€tf  aiicient,  even  in  London,  the  capital  of  Bii* 
tanri.  The  earliest  of  these  known  to  hxvt  been 
puUished  is  entitled  «  The  Englidi  Mercutie,*' 
n^faich  appeared  iti  !the  7e%n  of  queen  £IlEabeth# 
and  was**  imprinted  at  Londoto  by  Christopher  Bar* 
ker,  her  highnesses  printer,  1588.'*  From  the  pe« 
riod  of  thehr  first  introduction  Into  Britain>  news- 
papers rapidly  increased ;  and  previous  to  the  la* 
mehtabfe  fate  of  Chanrles  I,  there  had  been  publidi* 
ed  more  th^n  ^  hundred,  with  different  tittet*. 
Though  no  peiiiodicd  tract  appeared  in  Scotland' 
during' the  conmiotions  which  agitated  the  coun^ 
try  pri6r  tO|  and  for  some  time  aftei^thal  eieatf 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


944 

fct  various'  papm  were  pal)1i8hed  ut  liondcsi 
concerning  Scottish  affairs,  either  to  gratify  pit- 
Tate  interest,  or  to  promote  public  measures.  Ir 
1^42,  appeared  in  that  city  "  The  Scots  Scout't 
Discoveries ;"  in  1643  was  published  «  The  Scoii^ 
Intelligencer,  or  the  Weekly  News  from  Sc()t- 
land  and  the  Court;"  and  at  the  same  time  the 
«« Scots  Dovc^  flew  abroad :  t 

'■  *'««  Our  Dote  tells  newses  from  thc'King^  "'• 
'    ^  And  of  harmonious  letters  sings.'*  ' 

tDliver  Cromwell  was  the  first  who  commui^ 
eated  the  benefit  of  a  newspaper  to  S6otlandt 
That  great  man,  great  though  he  was  anusurper^ 
meriting  the  thanks  of  the  literary  workt,  thbu(gh 
ke  was  the  murderer  of  hid  king,  when  htel  ahny 
invaded  Scotland^  had  carried  with  hini  a  prhiler. 
When  Cromwell  had  fortified  Leith,  he  settled 
tiiis  printer,  Christoipfaer  Higg^n8,'in  that  towit,  in 
November  1652.  Higgins  began  bis  wbiif.by 
printing  what  had  been  already  published  «t: 
I«ondon,  <<  A  Diurnal  of  some  Passages  and  Af- 
fcirs,"  for  the  informatic»  chiefly  of  the  Eftglisli 
soldiers.  ^  Mercurius  Politicus,"  a  London  pa-  • 
jier,  began  to  be  reprinted  at  LeIth  on  the  26th 
•f  October  1653.  The  following  year  it  was 
,  Jnuufnted  to  Edinbui^gb;  where  it  cfltftiniied  ta 
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|ie puiaished  tiH  die  iith  of  April  ieoo»  wfiev  ii 

was  reprinted  under  the  name  of  <<  Mercariu)^ 
Publkus-'* 

,  The  first  newspaper  of  Scottish  manufactiav 
Appeared  at  Edinbuigb  on  the  Si st  of  December 
1660y  mider  the  title  of  <<  Meicmius  Caledonius  i 
<pompri«ing  the  Affairs  in  agitation  in  Scotland^ 
With  a  survey  of  Foreigfi  Intelligence."'  Th« 
■  projector  and  editor  of  this  newspaper  was  Tho* 
ma&  Sfdaerfe ;  but  his  undertaking  met  not  witb 
the  success  which  was  expected,  and  after  Ian* 
lushing  for  teii  numbers  it  was  dropped  alto-r 
gether.  To  those  who  are  curious  in  investiga^ 
ting  the  progress  of  literature,  manners,  or  arts^ 
in  Scotland,  it  perhaps  may  be  not  uninteresting 
to  know  the  form  m  which  the  first  Scottish 
newspaper  appeared..  It  was  a  small  4to,  of 
eight  pages,  which  was  printed  by  ^  a  Society  ai 
Stationers,"  and  published  once  a  week. 

The  <<  Mercurius  PuUicus"  continued  to  b« 
jcpRiNished  at  Edinburgh,  Irom  the  London  pa* 
per>  even  after  the  restoration  of  Charles  11^ 
though  not  now  in  the  hands  of  Higgms.  It  war 
Bowever  at  last  superseded  by  <<  The  Kingdoni.V 
IntdUgencer,'^  which  was  also  merely  a  copy  of 
the  news  retailed  in  the  English  capital'. 

In  February  1699  a  paper  appeared  by  royal 
tnthoritf  ,  cntitfed,  *«  The  Etfioburgh  Oa^cttc/^ 
X6 
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whkh  was  publish^  by  James  Watson,  vrbo'.^/ 

known  to  the.  world  by  hi»>*  History  of  Print- 
ing."     When  he  had  published  only  forty-one .. 
Bumbers^  he  transferred  the  ^  Edinburgh  Ga« 
■ette"  to  John  Reid,  whose  son  continued  t« 
print  it  even  after  the  union. 
,  Mr.  Watson  seems  to  have  been  the  great 
newsmonger  of  Scotland  at  this  period*    In  Fc-> 
bruary  1705  he  established  the  <^  Edinburgh  Cou« 
rant«"  wl^icfa^  after  he  had  printed  fifty*five  jaum- 
bersy  be  transferred  to  the  heirs  and  successors  of  ' 
Andrew  Andersont  the  printer  to  the  queen,  to 
the  city»  and  to  the  college.    Mr.  Watsoo»  in  Sep- 
tember 170^  again  began  a  new  paper,  which  he 
called  the  ^  Soots  Courant,''  sm<l  which  he  con** 
tinned  to  print  till  after  the  year  1718. .  At  the  . 
ssra.of  the  union  Edinburgh  was  thus  in  posses^  • 
sion  of. three- newspapers,  but  these  neither  pro- 
moted nor  retarded  that  noeasure  by  their  wit  or 
by  liiieir  arguments.  * 

.  To  these  papers  were  added  the  <<  Flying 
Post«"  which  appeared  in  October  1708;  the 
^^  Scots  Postman,''  which  was  established  by  per- 
mission from  the  town-council  in  August  1709  ; 
and  the  **  North  Tatler"  which  was  begun  to  be 
printed  ia  March  1710. 

'  The  "  EjdMurgh  Evening  Courant^.*  was  first 
cstafoUshod  on  UjtQ  ^4th  of  2>ecember  I7l8j  at    ; 
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n^ich  time  the  town-council  gave  ai  -exclusive 
privilege  to  James  Macewan,  stationer-burgess, 
t6  publish  this  paper,  "  the  said  James  being 
obliged,  before  publication,  to  give  ane  coppie  of 
h»  print  to  the  nuigistrates."  This  paper  acquir- 
ed a  popularity  which  has  insured  its  continuance 
t<r  the  present  time.  It  is  now  printed  by  Mr. 
David  Ilamsay,  the  ingenious  author  of  "  Mill-  ' 
tary  Memoirs  of  Great  Britain,  or  a  history  of 
the  war  1755-I.7(i3,"  published  at  Edinburgh  ia 
1779. 

The«*  Caledonian  Mercury'^  was  begun  in  April 
1720.  .  It  was  originally  printed  for  William  JRx>l- 
land  a  lawyer,  who  was  its  earUest  proprietor. 
The  celebrated  Ruddiman  began  to  print  it  in 
1724 ;  and  in  1729,  by  the  death  of  Rolland,  ac«' 
quired  the  property  of  the  paper.  It  continued 
in  his  family,  though  under  different  modifica^ 
tions,  knd  during  troublesome  times,  till  the  year 
1772,  wlien  it  was  sold  by  the  trustees  of  Ruddi- 
mao's  grandchildren.  This  paper  is  still  conti- 
nued to  the  present  day;  and  the  reputation 
which  such  an  editor  as  Ruddiman  procured  to 
it,  has  not  diminished  in  the  hands  of  his  succea* 
sors. 

The  "  Edinburgh  Advertiser^^  was  begun,  and 
the  first  number  published  on  the  7th  of  January 
J764.     Siuce  thattime  it hiS  acquired  and  8tQ| 
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deservedly  lloldS)  a  high  place  in  the  public^sti^, 
«iation. 

Within  these  fifteen  years  also  other  newspa* 
•pers  have  made  their  appearance;  The  Scots, 
Cazetteery  the  Edinburgh  Herald^  the  Scots  Ckro*> 
niclef  and  the  Weekly  Journal ;  but  <»ly  two  of 
these)  the  Herald  and  Journal,  are  now.  published^. 
The  Edinburgh  Gazette^  a  paper  begun  a  few 
years  ago,  and  which  is  principally  used  for  th^ 
publication  of  bankruptcies  and  other  matters 
under  judicial  authority,  is  printed  twice  a  weetsi 

The  oldest  literary  repository,  published  perfc 
bdically,  of  which  the  Scottish  metropolis  can 
boast,  is  the  Scots  Magazine.  This  Journal  wa» 
begun  in  the  year  1739.  Who  were  the  on^al 
projectors  of  or  contributors  to  the  work,  is  not 
with  certainty  known  ;  but  it  was  first  printed 
By  Sands,  Brymer,  Murray,  and  Cochrane.  In 
this  periodical  publication  are  many  useful  hints 
and  facts,  illustrative  of  the  progress  of  literature 
and  science  in  Scotland,  during  the  last  century. 
The  judicious  manner  in  which  it  has  been  con- 
ducted  since  its  first  beginning,  has  insured  its 
contiimance  to  the  present  time ;  apd  it  still  holds 
a  very  respectable  place  in  the  lists  of  the  perio- 
dical journals  of  North  Britain,  By  an  arrange* 
^CAt  betweeo  the  proprietors  of  this  worL  an4 
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ilMK  '^  aiicft&er  publication  endHed '  the  MdUh 
burgh  Magazine^  the  tw6  works  were  conjoined^, 
and'' are' ilow  pubUshed  under  the  thie  of  the 
Stot8  Magazine^  or  Edinburgh  Literary  Missel-' 
king. 

'  T^iid  ^Unburgh  Hagaxdne- 9r  Literary  Miscel» 
ktftyy  was  begun  in  the  year  I7fi5,  by  Mr.  Jame» 
Sibbafd,  bookseller^  well-known  for  his  valuable 
l^bHclition  entitled  **  A  Chronological  Series  of 
tffe"  Poetry  of  Scotland,  with  a  Glossary  of  the.. 
Sc^tish  language/ '  and  was  coaducted  by  him* 
with  much  success  for  a  good  many  years  after- 
Wards'.  After  passing  through  various  hands,  Jt ; 
was  at  last  conjoined  (as  mentioned  above)  with 
the  Scots  Magazine,  in  the  year.  180U 

c  It.  was  Comparatively  late  before  the  :Scottish 
metropolis  produced  any  periodical  work  profes- 
•edly  for  the  purpose  of  criticism.  The  same 
causes-  which  operatsed  so  povvesfally  in .  this 
counttry  in  delaying  the  advancement  of  know* 
ledgej^  likewise  prevented  the  improvement  of 
tast^.  Prior  to  the  B^volution^  civil  dissentions 
obstrwctedthe  progress  of  letters^  and  the  rage 
of  party  kept  back  improvement  in  the  arts.  That 
csrent,  however,  removed  many  of  the  obstaclea 
which  *had*  hitherto  blocked  up  the  way  to  thefe^ . 
and  the  union  of  the  kingdoms  svvept  away  the 
i:«Biainder*    In  January  .i6jS9  was  published  i^ 


d  by  Google 


Wf^i  attempt  made  in  Edinburgh  'nt  a  Revfetrjf 
It  was  entitled  "  Bibliot&eca  Umversalis^  or  att . 
Historical  Account  of  Books  and  Transactions  of 
the  Learned  Wwld."  The  design  of  this  wort 
was  to  publish  monthly  accounts  <*  of  what  iaf. 
doing  abroad  by  the  learned  world,  iind  also  to 
feport  what  the  virtuosos  and  learned  among^ 
ourselves  arc  pleased  to  communicate. '  Only 
one  number  of  this  work  was  priinted.  It  con-* 
•ists  of  acComits  of  and  remarks  on  several  p^tU 
Mtions,  most  of  which  are  Continental ;  and  thd 
principal  observations  on  these  are  translated  from 
the  *^BrbBotheque  Univerjelk**  and  «*  Histoire  d& 
Cwvrages  des  fga^vanj^  of  Paris*  This  work  was 
.^  printed  by  John  Reicf,  for  Alexander  Og^oii 
«nd  William  Johnston,  stationers,"  and  contam 
128  pages  in  ^4mo. 

'  Kb  other  work  of  this  kind  appeared  in  Edhi* 
l^urgb  for  the  long  period  of  sixty-five  years. 
The  next  attempt  at  estabtishmg  a  review,  how« 
ever,  demands  particular  notice,  from  the  chzraC'- 
f  er  and  talents  of  those  by  whom  it  vras  conduc- 
ted. These  wexe  the  late  Dr.  Adam  Smithy 
Drs.  6lair  and  Robertson,  sir  William  iPulteney, 
and  Mr.  Alexander  Wedderbum,  afterwards  ead 
of  Roslyn.  Only  two  nunnbers  of  the  work» 
which  was  to  have  been  published  'every  ^' 
MsAths^  appeared  \.  the  fixttt  in  January^  and  th6 
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^condln  July  1755,  after  which  it  -wat  endrdy. 
discontinued.  The  knoym  abilities  of  the  contri- 
butors to  this  work«  teave  it  to  be  regretted  that 
it  was  not  carried  on  farther ;  but  the  Review  o^ 
Pr.  Johnson's  Dictionary  of  the  English  Lan. 
guage,  and  a  letter  addressed  to  the  editors,  con- 
'  taining  some  general  observations  on  the  state  o§ 
literature  in  the  different  countries  of  Europe, 
will  be  still  read  with  peculiar  interest,  when  it  if 
considered  that  they  were  the  first'  literary  e*- 
fays  which  were  published  of  the  author  of  the 
^  Wealth  of  Nations." 

From  the  time  this  review  was  discontinued 
till  the  year  1768,  no  periodical  work  of  merit 
appeared  in  Edinburgh,  In  that  year  the 
<<  W^etkly  Magazine^  gr  Edinburgh  Amusemati^ 
■  printed  by  and  for  Walter  Ruddiman,  was  be^ruo.- 
BeiAg  afforded  at  short  intervals,  and  at  a  clw»jq> 
rate,  aind  being  conducted  in  a  judicious  manner, 
this  periodical  work  had  an  extensive  circulalioa 
at  the  time,  and  continued  many  years  after- 
wards to  be  published  under  the  title  of  "  Rud- 
idiman's  Weekly  Magazine/*  The  contributiont 
which  were  given  to  this  puWication  by  the  late 
Robert  F^rgusOn,  first  introduced  him  to  the  no- 
tice of  the  public -as  a  poet  of  so  jbco&iiderabti^ 
abilities  • '  /  , 
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In  (October  1773  <«  The  Edinburgh  Mafl^me 
and  Review,  by  a  Society  of  Gentlepien»"  printed 
by  W.  Smellie  for  W.  Creech,  made  ita  appear- 
ance. The  chief  contributors  to  the  work  weiie 
Dr.  Gilbert  Stuart,  and  Mr.  William  SmelH^ 
This  miscellany  was  conducted  with  much  spirit, 
and  sufficient  self-importance,  during  the  course 
of  five  volumes.  It  was  finally  dosed  in  August 
.  1776*  Dr.  Stuart  distinguished  himself  in  this 
publication  by  an  inquiry  into  the  character  9f 
the  reformer  John  Knox,  whose  principles  he 
reprobated  in  the  severest  terms. 

The  years  1779  and  >780  are  distinguished  by 
the  publication  of  a  periodical  paper,  entitled  the 
<*  Mirror,"  which  has. acquired  so  much  fame  as 
to  be  deservedly  ranked  among  die  most  eminent 
of  our  British  classics.  It  was  followed  by  ano- 
.  ther  of  the  same  nature,  in  17SS  and  178G»  entit- 
led the  "  Lounger  ;**  and  both  of  these,  by  many 
judges,  are  held  to  be  not  inferior  to  the  Specta- 
tor or  Guardian  of  the  sister  kingdom. 

In  the  year  1783  appeared  the  "  North  British 
Magazine,  or  Caledonian  Mlscelkny,"  printed 
by  Jame»  Murray,  and  published  once  a  £ortnight, 
which  amused  and  instructed  the  citizens  of 
Edinbui^gh  for  some  time,  but,  after  it  had  run  to 
9  few  volumes  sunk  into  the  shades  of  obscurity^ 
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^ •  While  gfeneAtliterature  was  thus  extending  icii 
benefits  in  Scotland  by  the  circulatioff  of  theoe 
^ttbHc^ttions,  medidine  and  philosophy  were  not 
'neglected.  The  society  for  the  improvement  erf 
medical  knowledge,  instituted  in  1731,  published 
their  "  Medical  Essays"  from  time  to  time ;  and 
when  that  institution  gave  way  to  the  more  ex- 
lended  one  known  by  the  name  of  the  *<  Philo- 
dophical  Society,"  several  volumes,  distinguished 
for  their  erudition  and  research,  were  at  different 
times  given  to  the  world.  But  the  principal  work 
in  this  department  of  science  ever  published  pe- 
riodically in  Edinburgh,  was  the  <<  Medical  Com- 
mentaries." This  work,  which  is  of  acknow* 
ledgcd  merit,  was  begun  by  Dr.  Andrew  Duncaife 
jffiiory  the  present  professor  of  the  theory  of  phy- 
sic in  the  university  of  Edinburgh,  in  the  yeat 
J774» '  A  volume  was  published  ani^ually  unJar 
this  title  till  the  year  1795,  after  which  period, 
till  the  year  1804,  it  was  given  to  the  world  un- 
der the  name  of  the  "  Annals  of  Medicine."  Du- 
ring the  long  space  of  thirty  years,  this  worlc  Jias 
deservedly  held  a  high  place  in  the  estimation  of 
the  medical  world ;  and  it  is  perhaps  owing  to 
Ihe  connected  views  of  the  improvements  in  thfs 
impoitant  science,  which  have  been  exhibited  and 
.isfepsiited  lyj  this  valuable  publication,  in  every 
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tM>riMfof  the  ifoAdf  that  medicine  hasicF'tal* 
been  so  much  benefited.    * 

The  «  jlnnafs  of  Medicine'^  gave  Way,  in  1 804» 
to  the  **  Edinburgh  Medical  and  Sttrgicafyoumal^* 
a.  work  published  quarterly,  and  the  first  numbeft* 
«of  which  was  given  to  the  public  in  Jaimai^ 
1805.  The  manner  in  which  this  work  has  beett 
eonducClfed  since  its  commencement,  is  not  nW- 
worthy  cf  the  reputation  which  this  cit^  h^  «^* 
tained,  as  being  the  first  school  of  fttedkane  \h 
Europe.  Its  merits  are  such,  that  at)  Impresdo* 
is  fiold,  greater  than  any  other  medical  journal  tA 
BritaifH  and  beyond  any  former  example.  ShouM 
it  still  continue  to  support  the  charactet  it  hs^ 
gained,  the  "  Edinburgh  Medical  and  Surgical 
Journal"  bids  fair  to  supplant  every  other  puMi* 
cation  of  the  kind  in  the  kingdom. 

The  «  Farmers  Maga^iney^  a  periodical  worfr, 
exclusively  devoted  to  agriculture  and  rural  af- 
fairs, was  begun  in  Edinbur^,  and  the  fir^  nuttik 
ber  published,  in  January  1800.  The  de^i^  €if 
this  magazine  is  "  to  collect  and  disseminate  itf- 
^enious  theories,  important  ahd  well  authenticff- 
ted  facts,  and  accurate  experiments,  which  retate 
to  the  different  branches  of  rural  economy.  R 
.contains,  besides  many  valuable  communications^ 
cf  the  most  important  use  in  practical  husbandry, 
9  review  of  agricultural  publicationSf  and  acrieul- 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


Imea]  imtt%ciice  from  most  of  the  ptiikipal  ctna^ 
ties  in  Englaady  and  almost  every  district  in  Scot* 
bod.  A  work  such  as  tbi$»  which  di86emiDate# 
the  knowledge  of  an  avt  tending  so  visibly  to  the 
^meiioration  of  the  country  in  its  best  interests^ 
deserved  high  encouragement;  for  *^  he  who 
wakes  two  ears  of  com  grow  where  only  one 
jrew  before,  does  more  good  to  mankind  than 
the  whole  race  of  politicians  together  *•"  That 
^jacouragement  this  wqrk  has  already  obtained ; 
and  if  an  unprecedented  sale,  and  an  extensive 
circulation  be  (as  it  certainly  is)  the  test  of  iti 
Vfktntf  we  may  presume  to  rank  this  publication 
^mong  the  first  of  those,  whose  beneficial  consfr*  ' 
fiuences  not  only  add  an  to  present  industry}  but 
e9(tend  to  future  times. 

The  «  Edinburgh  Review  or  Critical  Journal^* 
waa  commenced  in  October  1802.  The  fame 
and  extensive  circulation  which  this  literary  jour-r 
oai  has  acquired^  renders  any  character  of  it  unne- 
cessary in  this  place.  The  manner  in  which 
iieviews  are  in  general  conducted,  has  given  oc- 
casion to  much  con^laint.  Indiscriminate  praise 
is  concealed  censure ;  censiure  at  random  is  envy. 
\fi  disguise.    The  £dinbu]::gh  Reviewers  have  hi* 


Dr.  Robertson's  Survey  of  Perthshire* 
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Iherto  att^ed  tlie«e  extremes ;  they  ha^e  dit^iU' 
gnished  themselves  «ty  an  impftrtiality  \thich 
BO  paity  zeal  has  yet  pretended  to  call  in  ques- 
tion 5"  and  though  they  may  be  often  under  the 
necessity  of  exposing  dulness,  yet  they  are  always 
^ufticienlly  ready  to  praise  even  the  appearance 
of  genius.  Resting  on  its  merits,  the  Critical 
Journal  has  risen  to  be  the  first  publication  of 
the  kind  in  Britain  or  in  Europe. 

In  1796,  a  periodical  work  was  begun  in  Edm- 
burgli  called  the  *'  Missionary  Magaxine**  which 
is- still  continued.  In  1799,  another  appeared, 
named  "  The  Clerical  RevletvD**  two  numbers  of 
which  only  were  published.  The  **  Edinburgh 
Evangelteal  Magazins^^  was  begun  in  1801 ;  and 
the  "  North  Uritlsh  Magazine  and  Revienv**  in 
JaniiJiry  1804.  The  last  of  these,  after  an  linsuc- 
cessfiil  btruggle  to  maintain  an  existence  for  two 
years,  is  now  finally  given  up. 

Among  the  periodical  publications  of  Edin- 
burgh may  be  mentioned  a  work,  which  has 
formed  one  of  the  most  extensive  and  lucrative  li- 
terary speculations  of  modem  times.  We  mean  the 
«  Encyclopedia  BrltannlcaJ*  The  first  edition  of 
tiiis  work  was  published  in  four  volumes  4to ;  iit 
the  second  edition  it  rose  to  ten  volumes ;  and  in 
tijv'  tliiVd,  of  which  upward^of  i3,<xx)  copies 
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yifm^a^  it  4miwot<3d  to  twenty  ToItulKii 
MsmOx  ^tip%  ia  hqw  publiatuog^ 


Ttie  progress  of  literature  in  Scotland,  aa4 
p^rticulary  in  Edioburghy  will  be  best  seen  front 
jti^e- foregoing  imperfect  sketch  of  its  literary  Ium* 
stitutlons.  Upon  the  first  revival  of  letters  in.Eu* 
rope,  their  progress  in  Scotland  was  at  first  re- 
m^irlsable  for  its  rapidity.  The  elegance  in  writ* 
ing  displayed  by  Buchanan  as  an  historian,  the 
beauty  of  Jii3  nunibers  as  a  poet,  place  Scotlan4 
in  that  age  in  a  favourable  point  of  view  in  re- 
spect to  literature,  when  compared  with  other 
Cipuntries.  That  progress,  however,  of  whicl^ 
tjt^  j^relude  was  so  flattering,  was  delayed,  and 
aiifiost  entirely  stopped,  by  the  unfortunate  dis- 
^ntlpns  which  followed.  The  calm  pursuits  o|^ 
literature,  could  iu)t  flourish  with  success  in  a 
country  torn  by  faction,  and  the  sciences  woul4 
^ot  be  encouraged  among  a  people  averse  to  in- 
j^stry.  Drumi^iond  of  Hawthomden,  whose 
j^pms  are  unequalled  by  any  of  his  contempora- 
Ci9^  ad  who  preceded  Waller  in  polishing  £n|s- 
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Jfifih  >v«nificatipn[ ;  ai?d'  the-  immcrtd  invootef  tff 
the  logarithms/^were  the  two  gEcat  lumiiiaiKS 
■R'ho  in  Scotland  brightened  the  reign  of  James 
VI.  The  series  of  political  revolutions,  and  the 
enthusiasm  with  which  reii^ion  inspired  her  di- 
vided votaries,  after' the  death  of  that  prince, 
was  as  fatal  to  the  literature  of  Scotland  in  this 
age  a*s  it  had  been  in  the  preceding ;  nor  was  it 
ii^rth^  revolutidii  in  1688,  when  liberty  was  esta- 
blich-A!,  and  property  rendered  secure,  that  pro^ 
Bperity  and  wealth  began  to  davm  in  North  Br> 
tftiii. 

'  But,  though  the  beginnings  of  improvement  in 
Edinburgh  may  be  dated  from  the  Revolirtion ^  yet 
thc'y  made  but  little  progress  till  after  the  union 
of  the  kingdoms ;  and  finally  of  the  abolition  of 
hereditary  jurisdictions  in  1 746.  From  the  Revo- 
lution to  this  period,  however,  Edinbui^h  pro- 
duced many  men  eminent  for  their  talents  in 
Kterature,  among  v/hom  may  be  mentioned  Dr. 
Archibald  Pitcaime,  Ruddiman,  and  the  founders 
<5f  the  Edinburgh  school  of  medicine.  The  at- 
tempts of  the  exiled  princes  too,  to  recover  the 
throi?6  Which  they  had  forfeited,  and  the  politi- 
cal parties  which  these  events  encouraged,  were 
circtim stances  unfavourable  to  the  spread' t)f 
^.gwlcdrje.     The  Blow   advances  which  thia 
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tGxmtvY  Jiad  made  hi  the  art  of  printing  contrf- 
^ted  to  the  same  end. 

It  is  within  these  last  fifty  years  only  that 
Edinburgh  has  made  any^reat  figurein  the  lite- 
ary  world  ;  but  since  the  commencement  of  that 
period  the  value  of  literary  property  has  been 
carried  higher  here  than  ever  was  known  among 
any  people.  David  Hume  received  50001.  for  the 
'second  part  of  his  History  of  England,  and  Dr. 
Robertson  for  his  Charles  V.  received  4500l. 

Hume,  Smith,  Robertson,  and  Karnes,  were 
the  first  in  Edinburgh  who  led  the  way  to  that 
excellence  in  literature  which  is  almost  without  a 
parallel.  These  were  followed  by  Gregory  and 
CulTen  in  medicine;  and  in  other  branches  many 
eminent  men  appeared,  which  it  would  exceed 
kmr  limits  particularly  to  mention.  The  succes- 
sors of  these  in  the  literary  circle  of  the  present 
day  are  not  less  eminent.  The  genius  c5  history 
his  not  departed  with  the  shades  of  Robertson 
Itid'Hume;  nor  have  the  muses  bid  farewell  to 
Scotland  since  the  death  of  Beattie.  Mr/ Mal- 
colm Laing  is  well  known  as  an  historian  of  no 
common  merit ;  and  Mr.  Walter  Scott  iias  suc- 
cessfiilly  proved,  that  the  "  lays  of  the  last  mm- 
strels"  hal»e  not  entirely  ceased.  Philosophy,  by 
flie  writings  cf  Mr.  Dugald  Stewart,  still  holds 
hi  this  country  a  distinguished  pre-emiheiice ;.  and 
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Ii^tuxal  pMloscphy  bid$  fair  to  he  most  ^icqesir 
fully  cultivated  under  the  auspices  of  Mr.  Jolm 
Playfiiir. 

If  litejature  has  made  such  a  progress  withia 
the  short  space  of  fifty  years ;  if  it  be  yet  but  in 
its  Ln£mcy  ia  ^cotland^  what  may  not  be  expec- 
ted, when  it  receives  2.11  the  improvement  whicl^ 
a  peoplq^  natmally  iictivc  ajad  intelligent  can  give. 

Bofore  concluding,  this  short  sketch  of  the  lite* 
Mture  of  Edinburgh,  we  would  remark  one  caus^ 
th^t  has  perhaps  often  delayed,  the  advancement* 
and  ^mothered  the  fire  of  genius, — the  want  of  ■ 
proper  patronage  to  rising  merits  By  patroo^ 
we  dp  not  mean  the  rich  ani^  the  Qoble»  those 
who  n^ay  be  dignified  with  a  coronet,  or  haye  4 
county  for  a^  estate.  Literature  has  been  morq 
yidebted  to  booksellers  t^^  to  all  other  patron^ 
since  the  days  of  Maecenas.  liad  it  not  been  foj([ 
^e  lintotSy  the  Dodsleys^  t)ie  pilars,  the  Stra^ 
^ans,  and  the  Qadells  of  the  sister  kingdoxp,  Johj^^ 
yon,  Smollett^  and  a  long  lijst  of  nazpea  which:  d9| 
lu>aour  to  Britain,  might  have  been 

...«•• <^  bom  to  blush  unseen, 

^  And  waste  th^ir  sweetness  in  t)ie  desart  air." 

£dlnbui|;h,  by  the  removal  of  the  coitft,  and  t2i|| 

m^x  ^tii^  QmF9' wi^i  bgT6  {«uir464  HiJStmm 
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gfess  of  improvement  and  literature,  long  labour* 
ed  under  disadvantages  in  this  respect.  The  for- 
mer booksellers  in  the  city  were  unable  from  their 
dftcumstances,  though  perhaps  they  wanted  not 
^e  generosity,  to  encourage  genius,  by  the  pur- 
chase of  copy-rights,  and  consequently  moot  of 
fhe  great  wSrks  produced  in  Scotland  for  the 
last  half  century,  were  sold  and  published  in 
London.  It  may  be  supposed  that  many  authors, 
whose  modesty,  diffidence,  or  want  of  interest, 
prevented  the  publication  of  their  works  in  this 
circuitous  manner,  were  thus  lost  to  them  selves  j 
and  to  their  country.  That  obstacle,  however^ 
fias  now  in  part  been  happily  surmounted ;  and 
of  late  there  have  appeared  some  booksellers  in 
Bclinbirrgh,  whose  names  will  be  recorded  to  po-' 
«6&ity  as  the  best  benefactors  of  science  and 
tearning  in  their  country.  One  house, 'in  parti- 
dttlar,  besides  the  many  valuable  original  workg 
^rhich  they  occasionally  print,  publish  no  less 
ffeart  four  of  the  most  popular  and  approved  pe- 
riodical journals  in  Britain.  It  is  trusted,  that 
the  example  which  has  been  given  so  nobly,  will 
inspire  others  of  equal  abilities  and  fortune,  in 
this  manner  to  patronise  genius ;  to  draw,  by  the 
encouragement  of  her  votaries,  "  fair  science  from 
her  coy  abode;"  and  thus  not  only  secure  to 
tkemsrivee  f5re6tot  emolunient,  but  leiavc  a»  cm 
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\ied  lustre  to  their  names  which  tiiie  eh^U  nc^ 
be  able  to  destroy. 


y&OCa^SS  AND  PB.ESSNT  STATJ^  OF  THE  A^TS«( 

Most  of  the  fine  arts  are  yet  in.  their  iafiuicy  Uk 
Scotland.  That  this  p^rt  of  the  united  kiugdoB^ 
should  be  so  long  in  excelling,  even  in.  these, 
roust  be  attributed  rather  to  the  existing  circuinr^ 
stances  of  the  coi;ntry,  than  to  apy  defect  in  the^ 
genius  of  its  inhabitants.  Wealth  is  the  fiar^at^ 
ef  civilization,  and  the  patron  of  the  arts,  7^ 
tituation  of  Scotland,  its  fonn  of  govennei^t,  th^ 
genius  of  the  people,  operated  fop  a  long  serii^s  q^ 
ages  against  the  acquisition,  of  those  kind  of  richie^ 
which  add  elegance  to  art,  aad  taste  to  accoflh 
modatioB.  Its  situation  with  reg;ard  to  neigh«% 
liouring  countries  involved  it  in  aa  ahnost  etenu^, 
war.  Its  form  of  government  was  feudal ;  aa4 
the  nobles  aln^ost  deapotic.  Thos^  arts  oalyi 
were  encouraged  which  enabled  to  shine  in,  thc^ 
field,  ox?  appeal-  with  advantage  in  the  face  of  aoj 
^nemy*  All  others  w^re  aa:ounted  efieounalie 
and  unmanly.  The  gi:eat  mas»  of  the  peo|>l^ 
too,  attached  to  their  chiefs  from  aJS^ction,  03^ 
bound  to  them  by  ifiterest,  copied  their  ex4iQ«^ 
^e;  ^n4  thus  aiXLartial.ta^te  was  i&spl];eda.hi£^ 
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fjr  ttnfatotii:able  to  the  cultivation  of  gentler  ac- 
complishments. The  small  number  of  great 
towns  may  have  also  been  a  cause  which  prevent- 
€d  the  spread  of  the  arts ;  and  these,  added  to  the 
natural  poverty  of  the  country,  almost  unacquaint- 
ed with  industry  and  manufactures,  have  contri- 
teted,  with  a  powei-ful  effect,  in  delaymg  the  ad- 
'^ncemcnt  of  the  liberal  arts* 

Notwithstanding  of  these  advantages,  the  art^^ 
wVon  after  their  revival  in  Italy  in  the  middle  of 
the  thirteenth  century,  and  more  recently  in  the 
ftixteerith  centiny,  when  many  of  its  most  cele- 
liMed  masters  flourished,  the  art  of  design,  how. 
^tfver  rude,  penetrated  to  Scotland.  The  great  mo 
March  king  Robert  Bmce  invited  many  artizana 
from  the  Continent  to  settle  in  his  dominions  5 
airid  the  no  lelss  famed  prince,  James  I,  has 
among  liis  other  accomplishments,  that  of  paint- 
ing mentiohed  by  stjme  of  our  historians.  The 
ahachment  of  James  III;  to  the  arts  is  well 
known ;  and  the  consequences  of  the  favour  he 
liestowed  on  their  professors  was  fatal  to  some 
of  them.  The  nobles  of  that  .1  je,  wljo  held  such 
arts  in  little  esthnation,  could  not  bear  to  see  th^- 
maHcs  of  royal  favour  bestowed  upon  any  whom 
they  did  not  account  of  the  same  rank  with  them- 
selves. A  celebrated  Scottish  historian  rcprc* 
Mnts  tl^  t^rince  hi  aft  unfavourable  light  in  this 
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particular.  ^**  James"  says  he,^<  who  both  feaj?k 
id  and  hated  the  nobles,  kept  them  at  an  un* 
usual  distance^  and  bestowed  every  mark  of  confi- 
dence and  affection  upon  a  few  mean  persons,  of 
professions  so  dishonourable,  as  ought  to  hayf 
rendered  them  unworthy  of  his  presence."  I^ 
has  been  remarked  on  this  sentence,  with  justice^ 
that  no  profession  "  in  itself  conducive  to  ple^ 
Burable  enjoyment,  or  necessary  to  the  existeoce 
pf  polished  society,"  can  ever  be  held  dishonoiuv 
ab!e."  If  James's  authority  was  despotic,  let  it  b« 
blamed ;  if  his  mind  was  weak,  let  him  be.  pitied  ; 
but  let  not  his  attachment  to  arts,  which  l^ye 
been  patronized  by  the  greatest  princes,  and 
which  have  formed  the  highest  glory  of  thejr 
reigns,  be  imputed  to  him  as  a  defect  in  lil$ 
character.  A  modem  biographer  (Mr.  Pinker- 
ton)  says  with  greater  truth,  that  **  his  warm  at- 
tachment to  the  arts  forms  the  most  pleasing; 
part  of  his  character.  His  love  of  architecture 
raised  (Cochran  to  the  first  power  in  the  state  ^ 
and  Rogers  the  English  musician,  was  in  high  far 
vour." 

The  tragical  ehd  of  James  III,  put  a  stop  to 
the  extension  of  a  taste  for  the  arts;  and  his 
iuccessor  James  IV.  was  too  much  engaged  is 
other  employments  to  pay  much  attention  to 
pQiccfnl  txi^9T«ii^nt9»    Ja«MS  V*  was  a  higj^ 
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^iritf d  pHifcey  and  though  the  sftiaHness  of  I^ia 
revenue  did  not  allow  him  to  give  much  encou« 
ragcment  to  artists,  yet  the  spleridour  and  ele- 
^nce  which  even  the  remains  of  some  of  hi»' 
palaces  exhibit,  are  proofs  of  considerable  ad- 
vancement in  architectural  knowledge.  The 
portraits  which  were  painted  during  the  reign  of 
Kis  unfdrtunate  daughter  Mary,  queen  of  Scots, 
and  some  of  which  are-  to  be  found  in  the  cabi- 
nets of  the  curious,  evidence  no  small  improve* 
Mfent  in  this  branch  of  art. 
,  In  the  reign  of  James  VI.  paintings  seem  to 
have  been  so  multiplied,  that  they  were  even  in 
cinhmon  tise  as  domestic  decorations  among  the 
Citizens  of  Edinburgh.  This  is  evident  from  a 
Angular  circumstance  which  happened  in  Edin-r 
Imrgh  in  I60l.  One  Archibald  Cornell,  havings 
fiezed  or  destrained'sorae  goods  and  chattels, 
fer  the  payment  of  a  debt,  took  away,  among 
^ther  things,  the  pictures  of  the  king  and  queen  ^' 
*  and  quhen  he  came  to  the  crosse  to  compryse 
Ae  ssune,  he  hung  yame  up  upon  twa  nailis  oa ' 
the  same  gallows  to  be  comprysit ;  and  yai  being 
lene,  word  zead  to  the  king  and  quiene ;  qrupone 
he  was  apprehendit  and  hangit  * ." 


♦i  CirtoUV  Diary. 
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The  art  of  painting  seems  not,  howeVov  !• 
have  made  any  great  progress  in  Scotland  at  ihak 
time ;  and  perhaps  most  of  the  paintings  which 
decorated  the  halls  of  men  of  taste  wri-e  imported 
from  France  and  the  Netherlands,  ^he  fii^ 
Scottish  painter  of  any  note  Was  George  jarar-* 
done,  Ji  native  of  Aberdeeii,  who  vrak  bom  iti  1 5s6.* 
This  celebrated  artist,  usually  cklled  the  Stottish 
Vandyke,  studied  the  art  under  Rubens,  at  Aht-i 
Werp*  After  his  return  to  his  native  ooiiritry^'hfe 
applied  with  indefatigable  industry  to  portraits  ftt 
oil,  though  he  sometimes  practised  in  miniature^ 
and  also  in  history  and  landscape,  Charles  l^sat 
to  him  for  his  picture,  as  did  also  many  of  thb 
great  characters  of  that  peiiod.  Jamesone  dlell 
at  Edinburgh  in  1644.  Many  of  his  works  are  i% 
both  the  colleges  of  Aberdeen,  and  the  SyWHs  there 
lie  is  reported  to  have  drawn  ffom  living  beauties  ih 
that  city.  The  excellence  of  Jamesone  is  said  t#: 
consist  in  delicacy  arid  softness,  with  a  clear  antf^ 
beautiful  colouring.  One  of  Jamesone's  mo^ 
distinguished  pupils  was  Alexander,'  who  aftefv* 
wards  became  related  to  his  nii*ster  by  marryini* 
his  sister.  Of  the  portraits  painted  by  this  latter 
artist,  the  full  length  portrait  of  sir  George  Mac* 
kenzie,  king's  advocate,  in  his  gown  of  office,  it 
jreckoited  the  best. 

To  these  artists  succeeded  t%e  dder  Scougi^ 
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&tfae  x«igQs  o^Chaiiee  II.  and  hi^bratBer  Jimm 
II.  (VII.).  This  artist  possessed  a  considerable 
fharn  of  merit,  and  it  U  said  that  there  weve  few 
l^seat  families-  in  Scotland  at  that  time  who  did 
pot  possess  some  of  his  portraits.  The  style  of 
Scougal  bears  a  great  res>embiance  to  that  of  sk 
9etei  Lely,  particularly  in  his  draperies.  Cor- 
nidies,  a  fi^mgner,  is  mentipned  to  have  been  lOi 
artist  in  Scotland  contemporary  with  Scougal; 
.and  his  stjcle  is  said  to-  have  been  fiu:  above  me- 

.  When  James  duke  of  York  repaired  the  chapet- 
jroyal  of  Holyroodkouse  at  Edinbui^hy  De  Witt» 
an  excdlent  artist  of  the  Flemish  school,  was  em- 
^kffedto  paint  portrajts  of  all  the  Scottish  king* 
Jf^em^  the-  supposed  first  founder  qf  the  monarchjr 
^Dwavvardii,  foe  the  long^  gallery  on  the  nortb  side 
4^  the  palace.  Thescfimciful  portraits'  are  by  no 
noana  in  the.  gen^x^  well  6xecuj»d,  though  a 
£eW'  of  th^9L  are  paiiitedin  a  free  bdd  manner, 
not  altogether  without  onerit.  De  Witt  is  said 
never  to  have  been  paid  for  this  piece  of  w«rk>  a 
ciijeumstance  not  uncbnrunoii  in  tlie  history-  of 
,jctists. 

.   The  yx>unger.Scougal«  foe  a  coQ^erable  time 
after  t^  Revolationt  was  the  only,  paintcr-of  note 
ia  Scotland^     Thia  ^rtist,  however,  was  more  ' 
^SUDSfiiloC  amasiiagv  we^Jth  thaa  of;  addittffi  to-hia 
•■'    ''^'  Z2 
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i9m0*  ^' Hb caictetneasoeoMioned mAuf^xot^ 
;plaiat8  by  hJU  employers;  but  he  .gave  ior^ai^ 
^wer»  that  they  might  seek  athecsy  well,  knojwdng 
there  vfcre  none  to  be  found  at  t^t  time  in  Scot^ 
land,".  The  pictures  of  this  artist-are  not  of  this 
•^rstmerit       •  i-    i 

.  Nicolas  Hude,  a  FjQenchman»  succeeded  BcsxnA 
^al  the  youngef  in  improving  the  art  of  pasutinl;  in 
j^cotland.  He  bad  been  one  of  the  direetQat;«f 
iJbe  French  Academy;  but»  on  the  repeal  iofihc 
edict  of  Nantzy  in  1G85)  he  sought  refugc;]&£Bg» 
Jand  as  a  pjtptestant  emigrant.  He  at  fiist:  niade 
^n  unsuccessful  attempt  to  establish  himfieifia 
Xondou;  but  on  the  invitation. of. Wiutatajthe 
l^rst  duke  of  Qi^eensb6iTy»  he  cameio  Scot)^; 
Several. of  his  pictures  are  in.hia  grao&'s  bause 
•at  Drumlanrig*.  In  his.  style  and  inannerfii* 
Aivch>  retembie^  Rubensy  and  the  skjil^of  a.doli« 
.yoissteur  is  required  to  distinguish; be ti»ettaitiltt 
^vorka.  of.  these  great  masters^  Huda^notwrith- 
.standing  hie  merit>  died  in  sttaiteried;*  cifcumi 
f(;anQes..  .  .  r  .    .  ,.♦-,*.   i 

^  Prior  tP  the  unioAy  John  Baptists  Medina^f  A 
Dative  of  Brussels^  visited  Scotland,  and  beiaf 
patronised  bf  the  duke  of  Queensberr^V'.BIgh 
commissioner  to  the  Scottish  pai-liament,  who 
conferred  the  order  of.knightb6oki  on.him,  isocM 
liter,  sfttted  in  Edinburgh  as  >i  partnutpalttteri 
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ptongii  lie  bsui  btea  onfuinaRj  bred  in  tb^liiie  «f 

•l)istoncaL<telmeatk>ii6.  $ir  John  Medina  di^(}  ifli 
I71I9  an4  w^  buded  in  the  Grey-friars  cbprcly 
yapd*  Uia  portrait&are  painted  with  great  frec- 
fknit  pi9^i3ion»aad<ffect  i  and  several  may  yet  be 
8^  in  hi^b  presentation  in  the  Surgeon's  l}all|^ 
Ifi^ljli-scbool-yaxdsi  Edinburgh. 

The  aera  of  the  union,  among  the  other  adyaa« 
I^IS^  which  it  iM;o<;ured  to  Scotland,  bad  a  fa- 
>!(!iuraHe  e&ct  also  on  its  aita^.  William  A^r 
panii^  the  friend  of  the  poet  Albui  Ramsay,  wa# 
i|ififp|^tte  6xsX  Qf  thosfi.  whD>  at  this  period,  went 
jt9  It^Y'  ^  study  paiutiog,  and  improve  himself 
jOii  the  mo^ela  of  the  ancient  majsters.  A^r  hi^ 
rsfpfXi9  thi^a^st  was  employed  for  thirteen  yeara 
kk  poiptil^  portraits^  wiiich  he  did  in  a  style  of 
inequaUfid  e?u:eUence.  In  tbe  university  librarf 
«f  .l&diahi^ri^,  Ihere.is  a  capital  portrait  of  A#k- 
pun's*  "v^  principal  Carstairs ;  and  m  the  ^realt 
ball  of  the  parliament  bouse,  are  several  others. 
Ifr-  AftkBUOk  died  in  London  in  1733* 

Coptevkpocary  with  Aikman  were  Riabarv^ 
.Wait  and  QfiQpgs  Marahall,  both,  pupils,  of  the 
y^m^gor  Scou^al*  Marsha^  applied  himself  to 
l>0|trait«^ytiog  i  but  be  never  aciquired  muc|i 
jiqgilt9.tM>A  ii^  bia  pyofesaton*  Wait  excelled  ifi 
t^  ikU^esition  of  what  i^  called  itilUlfcM 

ifiiixk  Akwtdcry  a  descendant  Q^  the  Scotttoll 
2tt 
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Vandyke,  who  flourished  at  this  time,  seems  to 
have  inherited  a  larjje  portion  of  the  talents  of 
"his  illustrious  progenitor.  Having  studied-  i» 
Italy,  he  returneil  to  his  native  country,  andVas 
patronized  by  the' duchess  of  Gordon,  daufehtef 
to  the  earl  of  ?eterborougf..  He  painted"  por* 
traits,  history  and  historical  landscape,  *  witK 
much  success. '^        ...•.•.  ■  ./.  . 

*  Allan  Ramsay,  thfe  son  of  the  Scotti^  poet; 
was  a  pairtter  'of  cdnsiderible"  eminence.  -'H^ 
went  to  Italy 'to  improve  hhn^elf  in  his'prdfe^ 
sion,  which,  after  his  return,  he  practised  With 
•great  reputation.  In  the  decline  of  his- life  hfc 
'went  to  f  ranee ;  but  died  at  DoVer  on  h!s'retur& 
to  England  in  1 784.  One  of  his  best  pictures  is  i 
portrait  of  Dr.  Alexander  i/lonro,  primus ^  whi^h  is 
how  in  the  possession  of  hi&  son  the  present  Dr. 
Alexander  Monro  senior.  ExceHent  portraits  of 
their  present  majesties,  by  Ramsayj  rsvtj  be  Sten 
•in  the  palace  of  Holyrocdhouse.  * 

James  Norrie  was  a  landscape-painter  of  very- 
considerable  merit  in  Edinburgh^  about  the 
'middle  of  the  last  century.  He  painted  laud- 
"seapes  of  a  greyish  of  china-ink  sort  of  cobar, 
which  are  often  found' on  pannels  over 'dfirimey- 
^iefces,  and  many  of  which  have  uncortoihon  lAe- 
rijj  are  highly  esteemed^  and  a^^en-pmsch^jted 
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9i  very  considerable  prices.  The"  eon  of  ihh 
aqftisty  John  Norrie,  suqceccled  to  Ms  father's 
genms,^  Many  of  the  works  of  these  artists  are 
to  he  seen  in  the  principal  houses  in  the  old 
p.irt  of  Edinburgh,  and  in  other  places  through- 
<HJt  Scotland.  The  representative  of  these  celei 
inrated  aitists,  Mrl  Norrie,  is  the  principal  pro- 
prietor of  a  floor-cloth  manufactory  in  tfiis  cityl 
De  la  Cour  and  Pavilon,  two  French  painter^i 
who  settled  in  Edinburgh,  increased  the  know- 
kdge  of  the  principles  of  their  art,  and  initiated 
some  of  out-  most  celebrated  painters  in  the  art 
of  design.  The  celebrated  Runcimans,  Bro\\TT> 
and  Nasmyth  learned  the  rudiments  of  drawing 
€rom  the  latter. 

'  But  the  progress  of  the  art  in  Scotland,  was 
much  facilitated,  about  this  time,  by  the  exertiong 
of  two  individuals  in  a  neighbouring  city.  Ro- 
bert and  Andrew  Foulis,  printers  in  Glasgow,  a^ 
ter  having  established  their  art  in  thafe  town  in  a 
tityle  of  elegance  unknown -before,  with  a  lauda- 
%le  endeavour  to  extend  the  fine  arts  in  Scotland, 
'foanded  an -Academy  for  that  purpose  in  1759. 
..tThe  sdieme,  however,  was  too  great  to  be  ut>- 
dertsfcen  at  the  expence  of  private  individual?. 
•After  a  vain  struggle  for  existence,  the  academy 
Jfeally  closed,  after  the  death  of  its  fcundcrs,  !fc 
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(TT^r  T&Y  benefits  of  the  ixlaCit^U(y|^&G^|p3^ 
Trerc  oot  lo9t;  for  many  artists,  siace  ceUbobr 
Udf  ^ert  ts^md  a,t  this  academy*  1^  is  worth|^ 
•f  remarlfy  that  the  GU^s^aw  acfu^emy  was.est^f 
Wished  fifteen  years,  hefove  tb^^  bi  SotoffSf^r 
kcxuse  was  opened,  .       !; 

The  two  Runcimaas,  46  ^^  P^tn^^^^Q)^^ 
were  tJUght  drawing  &y  Pa^^Ji^mt  ^^  ^K^ 
they  bot£^  went  to.  Xtajy,  where  i^<3hx^  t^  ^Mer 
brother,  died..  Alexai?4cr  returned  to  h4&  n^t^vip 
country  in  17.71,  jrffc^  a  rcsidenoc  o£five  yp%i«  if 
Italy,  and  was  la  the  same  year  appoii^efl  by  tbtfr 
Board  of  Trust^s  for  the  cQCQuragjsmeBt,<^.nia^ 
Bufacturesy  &^.  master  of  4a  academy  Vfi^isii  waf 
at  that  time  established  in  Jidinbu^b  fi^  thf 
«tudy  of  drawing.  Runcimanat^is  tiine  f»ro- 
jjircted  and  began  his  great  wox:k  in  durHall  G^ 
£)8^ian  at  Pennycui^  (he  s^at  gf  s^  i^SP^ 
Clc^  Bart.  Anpttl^f r  oapita)  pesfonaai^y  thf 
Aspendpn,  s^iay  be  seen  above  the  altar  of  tbf 
Spiscopal  CH^pel,  Cowgat^  Ediabuirghr  Thf 
elder  brother  Jphn  was^  al«p  an  ^a^eU«i^  jgitptfi^ 
and  in  the  ophuoq  of  t)ie  best  jud^e^  ^ve^sufi* 
X>a$sed  Alexander.  Hi^  works  9se  u^conuoofiir 
rare,  u  it  is  .said  he  ci^stroyed  many  of  jUmii.b^. 
lore  hts  death,^  whex^ver  he^c^uld  4^4  the9|» 
Wherever  they  <)CGur  they  brii^  uncommon]|', 
I;u^c  prices^  as^  be^  i»  foBsiieced  t»liiettheiq0al. 
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ea{)if^  'master  in  hikory  whom  his  country  ht« 
]^r6duced.  Many  exccHtfnl  specimens  of  John 
-Runciman  are  to  be  foand  iii  the  fine  collection 
of  John  Clerk,  Esq.  advocate,  and  of  Mr.  Wal- 
kct,  drawing-maater. 

We  regret  that  our  limits  do  not  admit  of  out 
gofn^  into  more  mfnute  particulars  of  this  artist ; 
wad  of  another  nearly  contemporary  wit%  him^ 
the  celebrated  Jacob  More,  who  was  undoubted- 
ly considered  to  be  the  first  landscape-painter  of 
liis  time ;  and  this  the  more  soy  because  these 
kave  been  iraaccquntably  omitted  by  Mr,  FuscH 
in  his  late  enlarged  edition  of  Pilkington's  Pai». 
tcrs  $  although  they  are  both  mentioned  by  name 
iftthe  artideof  Alexander  Runciman,  winch  doet 
falkjustice  to  the  memory  of  that  artist,  •  .  ^ 
.  All  we  have  been  able  to  learn  of  Jacob  More 
IS,  that  he  was  bom  about  the' year  1750,  in 
Edinburgh,  and  bred  with  a  house-painter  there^ 
-^feen'he  began  to  paint  landscape,  with  historf- 
cal  figures ;  that  he  Afterwards  went  to  LonddUt 
whei^  he  coi^Unued  for  some  time;  and  front 
thence  td  Italy,  where  he  died  about  ten  years 
ajS^.  In  Ttalyhe  Wns  regarded  as  the  ablest  painter 
of  "landscape  of  the  century  in  which  he  lived  | 
ankt  h!s  works  ai'e  known  universally*  But  it  it 
9iQt  A  Rttje  remarkable,  that  the  stylfe  he  adopted 
alUr  be  went  to  Italy*  was  in  every  respect  infe- 
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|k^  to  that  which  lie  bad  ptairtkcd  at  \Km^ 

We  have  seen  soiae  of  his  worlds  in  his  e.ai:l^ 
vianii^r  whkh  would  suffer  qglhing  l^y  a  compa^ 
dspii  iK^'jitli  thp$^  of  the  ^dn^irabl^  ]^cb^  Wilr 
son ;  to  which  they  bear  a.  wpnder&^t  i^sseo^ 
Vknce.  His  last  manner  is  har4,  dry^  lpnnal» 
juid  too  often  is  found  in  diateo^f^^*  or  watei<- 
c»2our8«  in  place  of  oil  f  with  which  h^  CQnstaQtl|^ 
vroiight  at  his.ouiset 

A  biographical  sketch  of  t^e  life  of  both  of  ftes^ 
^stinguished  artists,  would  form  a  valuable  ar- 
ticle in  the  Scottish  Bipgr^hy  of  eminent  pdv- 


Alexander  Rundman  cootiiwi^  to  fiupedi|t?n4 
the  academy  in  Minburgh  till  the  period  of  hi# 
death,  whidi  happened  oo  the  ti^t  of  Optoj^ 

On  tfce  de^th  of  Ruopin>aBi,.thc  fete  Pa^*d  AJe 
)an  portrait  and  hifitorical  poin^  succeeded  hiav 
Allan  receive^  the  rudlxn^i^s  of  hi&  art  at  t^  us^ 
^»itunate  academy  of  GUfigoW)  a^d  alterwardb 
H^ent  to  Rome,  where  h^  i^csJded  ^  nin^  yeir*^. 
I9  thQ  course  of  that  tlm^  he  contp^lfd  i^ran^ 
gained  the  prize  of  history-paiiltwg.  Mr.  A^aft 
4Sed  at  Bdinbiu^gh  in  the  year  1797.  This  artist 
was  perhaps  the  most  sucGesafu&deiioeator  of  tlir 
muuinen  and  ^Jxaracter  of  the  Scotlssh  pcasaaftiy 
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tfat  etir  attrmpiad  tbi&  style  of  pstiiitittg.    HHS 
Unorks  Are  universally  admired. 

On  the  death  of  Allan  a  comprtition  for  the 
place  of  master  of  the  Edinburgh  academy  took 
plaoe^  The  scat  was  awarded  to  John  Wood; 
liiit  as  he  had  not  been  bred  a  painter,  doubl^ 
were  'soon  entertamed  of  his  competition  specie 
■ictts  being  executed  by  himself.  Circumstriicei 
fcavmg  confirmed  these  doubts,  the  Board  bf  Trus* 
tees  hnmedtately  dismissed  him  from  the  office^ 
and  Mr.  Graham,  a  historical  painter^  of  emi« 
nence  was  appointed  Piaster  of  the  drawing  acade^ 
Mf ,  under  whose  superinteodbure  it  is  at  pxiN 
tent, 

Af2  unsuccessful  attempt  wis  made  about  the 
fext  178«,  by  some  of  the  Scottish  artists,  aftei^ 
their  retttrn  froin  improving  tliemselvcs  oh*  th© 
Conthient,  to  establish  an  academy  of  the  fine 
aarts  at  Edinbui^h.  In  the  year  1791  Mr.  Alex* 
ander  Nasmyth  made  a  »?cond  attehipt;  which 
tti^  dlto  Unbuee^sfut.  This  institution  was  to 
have  beijn  prtvttte  property,  ind  called  the  **  Gal- 
rery  of  Art.'^  It  was  intemled  chiefly  for  the  ad-: 
mir^  of  the  fine  tittii  and  to  diffuse  a  relish  for 
pairitii^,  s^uljl^turc^  arid  arthitecture,  throufehbut' 
the  country.  This  projett,  hoAvevw,  was  recdv-* 
€d  wiih  little  appmbati(>n,  and  ih  tonsequencO' 
jHt.  If aimyfli  :dropp«t  Cb^  itlisa  altogifther;    Tlir« 
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'27« 
Itst  atten^pt  at  an  institution*  of- this  kind  was  lii 
1797.     Like  the  others,  which  had  been  made 
before,  it  fell  to  the  ground ;.  nor  has  any  similar 
attempts  been  made  since  that  period. 

Although  unsuccessful  in  establishing  an  aca-» 
demy  solely  for  the  purpose  of  diffusing  a  taste 
for  the  liberal  arts,  yet  Edinburgh  at  this  day- 
does,  not  want  eminent  artists  in  every  depart-i 
ment.  Besides  those  which  it  has  furnished  to 
London,  the  great  theatre  of  merit,  there  are  many- 
of  the  most  respectable  abilities,  who  adorn  its  cuv 
cle  at  this  time.  Among  these  may  be  mention*, 
•d  Mr.  Graham,  the  master  of  the  drawing  aca* 
demy,  whose  excellence  in  historical  painting  has^ 
long  commanded  the  approbation  of  the  public 
Mr.  Raeburn's  al^ilities  in  portrait-painting  are 
considered  not  ir^ferior  to  any  the  island  can  at 
present  boast  pf.  Mr.  Watson,  too,  is  an  artist 
of  very  considerable  talents  in  portrait ;  and  In 
landscape  Mr.  Nasmyth  and  Mr.  Williams,  may* 
in  our  estimation,  be  safely  jaentioned  along  with 
Turner,  Sandby,  and  Smith,  the  pride  <rfEngiand« 
Indeed,  the  works  of  these  artists  are  as  .frequently* 
ordered  for  England  as  for  tlieh- admirers  in  Scot^^ 
lAnd.  Raebum  and  Nasmyth  in  York  Place^  axul 
Watson  in  James's  Square,  have  larg^  exhibition- 
moms,  open  to  the  inspection  of  th^  public.  These 
warns  an  wprtky  of  a  ytiit  from  the  adnUTQ^ 
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•f  the  fine  arts.  Besides- theac,  there  are  many 
pthers,  to  do  justice  to  whose  merits  would  re- 
quire a  larger  b.>unds  than  the  nature  of  the 
present  work  admits  of.  It  may  be  sufficient  to 
«ay,  that  the  arts  in  Edinburgh,  are  not  on  the 
decline ;  and  the  period  may  not  be  far  distant, 
when  the  Scottish  metropolis  may  be  enabled  to 
vie,  even  as  a  school  of  painting,  with  many  of 
the  most  celebrated  erections  of  this  kind  in  Eu- 
rope. 

The  progress  of  engraving  has  kept  pace  with 
the  improvement  in  painting.  The  late  celebrated 
Sir  Robert  Strange  received  the  rudiments  of  his 
art  in  Edinburgh  ;  and  many  of  the  most  respec- 
table artists  in  this  line  now  in  London,  have 
been  furnished  from  the  metropolis  of  North  Bri- 
tain. Among  the  distingirished  engravers  at  thif 
time  in  Edinburgh  are  Bell,  (the  fellow  apprentice 
of  Strange)  Beugo,  Lizars,  Scott,  Stewart- 
Robertson,  and  Mitchell,  whose  merits  are 
cOhspicious  in  their  several  departments. ' 

The  art  of  penmanship  has  also  made  a  conr 
siderable  progress  in  Edinburgh,  chiefly  owing  to 
txiertions  ^of  Messrs.  Butterworth  and  Paton  ; 
the  latter  of  whom  has  raised  this  useful  and  or-, 
aamental  branch  of  education  to  a  pitch  of  el^- 
Ciwe  which  has  not  perhaps  been  e&ceed«d« 
A*  * 
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27« 
Yi  Arehlteeiare  Scotland  has  producdl,  and  tK^ 
ttietropolis  still  boasts  of,  some  veif  emiricnl 
i^amie^ '  Craigy  Adam,  and  Baxter,  stood  a  hiir 
years  ago  unrivalled  in  excellence}  anil  their 
'ttuccefssors  of  the  present  day  in  the  Scottish  ca- 
pital, Bum,  Crichton,  and  Rdd,  promise  the  con* 
llnuance  of  a  genius  for  afdih^ctttral  decoration, 
1>exut79  afid  magnificence. 

In  StaUmry  Edinburgh  cannot. boast  of  harvii% 
*^one  much.  There  are  however  sonw;  artists  in 
this  line  in  the  city  whose  talents  arc  truly  refc 
spectabTe.  Of  these  Messrs.  GowanB,  CDmciin% 
and  Mar^all  are  the  chief. 

A  sketch  of  the  process  and  prtjsent  state  of 
Musical  science  in  Edipburgh  will  be  found  ii 
^ur  account  of  tlie  Amusements  cyf  the  Seotttst 
.-iiapit^I. 
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REUQIQCrS  £5TABUSHM£NTS«r 


lyEFORE  proceeding  to,giye  an  accpoit  oEthe 
^^  Rdigious  establishments  of  Edinburgh,  it 
^ay.be  proper  to.  prefix  a  short  sketch  of  the 
progress  of  religion  in  Scotland^  and  the  circum* 
stances  lyhich  gave  rise  to  the  present  form  of 
religious  worship  and  church  government. 

At  wh/it  time  the  Christian  re%ipQ  was  first 
taught  in  North  Britain  is  not  with  certainty 
kziown ;  though  the  venerably  Bedj^  and  some  of 
our  ancient  Scottish  historians  asaert>  that  it  wa% 
introduced  into  this  country  by  one  iaf  the  disci- 
ples of  the  apostle  St.  John.  Christianity^  it  i» 
said«  ^as  further  confirmed  by  the  emigratioBs 
from  South  Britain  during  the  persecutions  of 
Aurelius  and  Dioclesan.  The  arrival  of  St.  Co- 
lumbus in  the  Weatem  Islps  about  the  middle  of 
the  sixth  century,  whence  he  had  come  from  Ire^ 
Ao4  ta  preach  the  gospel^  may  be  regavd|?d  as 
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^80 
the  first  ten  of  the  regular  establisl^i^  ani 
propagation  of  Christianity  in  Scotbtld.  St.  Co- 
lumbus fixed  himself  in  I-colm-kill,  that  far- 
famedislandf  **  onte  the  luminaiy  of  the  Caledo- 
nian regions/'  as  Dr.  Johnson  expresses  i^ 
**  whence  savage  clans  and  roving  barbarians  de- 
lived  the  benefits  of  knowledge  and  the  blessings 
«f  rehgion.'*  The  disciples  of  St.  Cblumbus, 
who  were  called  Culd'ees,  were  a  regulat-  clei^, 
diifering  from  the  church  of  Rome  in  the  tonsurtt 
in  the  observance  of  Easter,  and  in  many  other 
respects.  ^      • 

Thus  was  Christianity  established  in  ScOtiaTid 
^8  a  national  religion,  independent  of  the  ckarck 
of  Rome.  It  flourished  in  its  nativcf  simplicity 
till  the  period  when  PalladiuS,  the  first  bishop 
sent  to  Britain  by  the  pope,  found  means  to  in- 
Uoduce  the  tenets  and  ceremonies  of  the  Romisk 
church;  which  in  the  .end' involved  this  country 
in  the  same  darkness  which  overspread  Europe 
for  many  ages.  The  Culdees,  however,  notwith- 
standing the  oppression  of  the  Roman  dergy, 
(ong  retained  their  original  simple  manners ;  and 
a  few  cells  belpnging  to  them  as  a  distinct  order, 
rpmained  so  late  as  the  fourteenth  century:  About 
this  period,  their  remains  seem  to  have  been  obli* 
fen^ted,  and  the  Romish  religion  reigned  noiver* 
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Mfiy.w  ScatluA  wtU  .tbe  mifBugMk  peiM  df 
:the  Refoi^Eoation. 

.  Scotlandf  hQiiieYer»  yru  not  so  dc^ndent  upo» 
Hie  fippe,  nor  was  auok  blind  irf)«diea<;e  paid  tOt 
Jus  canuaaads  ta:^  at  ia  cither  coimtrie).  !?bc^ 
ScattiahmonarclM  80i&elim««  braved  tb^  tkunto 
of  ecdsfliastical  coisurf »  and  e?<m  pgt^essed  tibr 
jight  of  preaentattoQ  to  yacant  bi^Qprics ;  a  rigbt, 
iv^ich.  tbe  chunah  amigaled  to  bfnrielf  m  most 
«tber  countries* 

•  About  the  begtnning  of  the  sateentb  ceottK]^ 
^e  spread  of  knowledge,  h^  tbe  establishment  a€ 
iwverskies  sad  tbe  d£ic$>v^  of  the  art  of  prints 
mgr  liad  begua  to  open  the  minds  of  mpa  on  the 
mperstkioQs  and  cotroptioos-  of  the  dbfirch  of  ~ 
Eome.  The  aale  of  abaolutignsi  dispensation^ 
:uftd  indulgendes^'ia  the  pontilleikte<of  John  dm 
Medlcts,  in.  o<der.to  recruit  the  exhausted  re^ 
louxcea  of  th^  apo^oUc  revenue,  led,  though,  hk^ 
directly  to  tbe.great  vork  -of  reformi^iqn,  Tbei; 
uneqaal  distr^mtion  of  these  lAdulgencies  seem^ 
to  have  been  the  oitdMible  cause  of  poedpitatin^ 
the  down&l  of  tbe  Romish  cfaurch.  Martin  Luv 
tbeTf  an  Aagastinc  mcmk  of  Wiirtembcrg  in  Sax^ 
diiy>  had  the  honour  and  themedtof  first  op^ir 
yofiing  this  scandalous  system.  By  unwearied 
diligence^  address^  and  a  c6uragc  superior  to  di& 
fetiltsesi  be  sbcok  the  tQttcnng  chuscb  ta  iH^ 
AakS. 
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^i^atidnfi)  aifd  tm&e  the  autiiocitf  of^^thraTafft^ 
can  to  tremble.  .        • 

'  The  ]aboi»f8<>f  IA^«r  fioon  opened  tiiec^s 
of  many  in  Geraiany.  In  Engtod^  th?  fennar: 
defender  6f  this  catholic  faith,  <Henk7  V4Ii.).BOH 
tlounced  the  doctriiies,  aSnd  diMtaimicd.ail.con*^ 
ilection  withthe  court 06 Rome 9  and  kis nepbevr? 
Jam€3  V.  did 'not  fiv  Scodand  cflpose  the  propas-. 
fation  of  the  new  'dbddticv. :  j%>hesQ  now  coctiii 
nued  to  spread  rapidly ;  the  Scottisli  dxx^y^  wenfc. 
zUnAed'^  and  violence  was  lised-to  stop  the  dis* 
aemlnation  -of  tr«ith«  which  they  could  n^jt^icnso^ 
by  argument.  Amopf^  those-  who  ^snost.?ioleBtJy 
apposed  the  reformed  doceuoes  was  cardioaliC^cB* 
l^tnf  '^^i%0'  pursued  its  prcSssion  ^with  Ike-raost- 
«fti-eienthig'wgour.  The  -fiifit  -who  eufTeped  i^ 
tlie  prctcslart-t  eause  in  Scbtlacd^  wa4  Patrick  Ha* 
m>lton,  abbot  of  Feme  ur  Ros&^htre*  This  pet^. 
so  had  at  licme  imbibed  la  tiacturef  of  Ihcnew 
^p'^ions,  and  afterwards 'in  Oermaayy  at  tbe 
tomtain-hesd  of  refonndtiOD,  ihad.  their  troth  axMl 
impbrta^ec! '  confirmed.:  i.l&eturQitig.  toaey .^he 
openly  avowed  bis  convictiofi,  for  which  .he'5T»» 
broug^it  to  tnaU  &)utid,gmh)ij  and  arasi}unit£alr 
heresy  in  the  city  of  JSt.  An<tows*j  an  -'the  I  at -of 
March  1 527;  ' ^veral  others  tfftfcr  this  peoriod*  al8» 
sttf^red  in  thocauGc  aLce&>rmaUon.  Bat  neithor 
tile  tenure  of.  tl;p  rack;,  nor  th^temn-  o^tkt  ^g-* 
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of  all  the  arts  which  vfere  used  to  delay  it9''tl]j^, 
leHMftnatiDn  msicb  feraiidable  adjvancee* 

0»«the  death-of  Jaii>e8.¥»  theearlof  Arraa^ 
aoceeeded  to  the  regency;  liuruis  the  iwhority  oS^ 
the  infatbt  quteen.  The  i&rU  parUdmcsc^t  held  by, 
this  Bofaleaian  passed  an  act*  highly- fdjvourablo; 
ta  thn  refennaliQny  by  twhich  the  laitji  vr^^  per*, 
nitted  to  read,  the  Scri|)tartsin  a  Unguage  ifhigkf 
tbey  tindcrstocd.  This  was  a  mcnrtal  bU>w  ito  ai 
system  \vhidi  had  bceitfounded  on  cx^vliiYt  and 
«tpport<id  %  ignoranee,  -  The  m^uvder  of  Bea^oDj. 
which  soon/  foliowed,  lateo  tfcmkd,  ..by. with- 
drawing 'oas,  of  their  i&ost  violent  cpp9sei'8>  tP. 
the. spread  of  the  piPtctyUnt  opiaions.  H^,qi 
Omsty  ihe  queen  dowager,  haying  procurqd  |li€^ 
.Kgency.  out  of  the  hands  of  tbe  fceb}e,  XiiAi^ 
idcemed  it  good  policy  to  countenance,  £q];  thc^ 
advancement  and  su^ort  of  her  own,  prc>jeqt^^ 
«ome .  of  the  most  zeakius  leaders  of  the  pxptcptjaiit 
forty*  '  Under  tlits  tenipomry  authority  tl^  tf^ 
ibrmatkni.  acquired  a  stneagth)  wbkh  ^i)  siil?^? 
^oent  attempts  against  it  were  ui^ablc  toiie4u{je| 
^jbe^queen  xloiwager  did  not  see '  her  ejrfji>r.  till  i|i 
was  too  ^ate«  The  asfluciation  called  th^jC^gr^^ 
giatio»9  whoAe^aifu  wa»  etitirely  to*  overtly-pf^  po* 
. fKry, socrn becacae f ijresl^bk  by  imBiUars;  amb 
tilt  ^».   ^  .  •         .        ■  ■    - .     , 
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*wf  ft  ^ttisAf  yofftutt  of  deistnver.  Mtefontib  hK^ 

kttatidy  gjoaed  th£ir  objcct4 

The  progreiM  o£  tlie  cefiimatioii  at  ttm  tisMT 
Niras  consktefably  ibnrarded.  ia  Scotiandy  hj .^nr 
a|ypeapaiie«  of  a  Qian,  whopoqaeesed  a  zeali  inti^ 
pi<iity»  and  disiiitarestedxiess,  which  well  qiiaii* 
fied  him  for  the  taalc  he  was  to  execute.  TUswaft. 
Joht  Knoi;^  Having  imbitied  thefiriiiciplea^af 
Che  protettanta.  from  the  funooa  Qtaegu  Wkh« 
art}  who  suffered  martyrdom  for  the  cauw»  Kaos. 
seneunced  tiie  faith  ikwhidi  he  had  been  edUcat* 
«dy  aud  became  a  champion  in  the  caa9e<if  re* 
Ibrmatioa.  He  began  hit  pubUo  caijDer  by  « 
l^ieological  debate  witk  Anuauy  deas  oi  St.  At^ 
^arev^s ;  and  soon  after,  in  a  aermoa  pKached  be*^ 
iore  that  universityy  he  bc^dly  undertook  la 
prove^  that  the  Church  of  Rome  ia  the.  Beast  q$ 
tile  Book  of  Revelation,  and  tiie  Whore  of  fia.. 
lbyIon»  who  makes  merchandize  of.  the  SiOuh  o£ 
men.  Violent  dis))utes  o£  course  ensued  be* 
tweeu  hhn  and  the  Romish  clefg)E»  and.  popeiy 
was  poceived  to^  loae  much  in  the  cootcoversyw 
Knox  was  in  1547  taken  prisoner  at  the  casHeof^ 
ft.  Andrews,  along  with  the  muvdecers  of  Bea« 
ton»  and  sent  to  France.  Hereuini,edto.£4glanii^ 
k%  154« ;  but  <»gne  to  his  native  country  after 
te  accession  of  Idavy^  Thereaoengeof  the  ^es^ 
fl  maki&i  it  unsafe  for  hiio  U  remaiii  htc^  te. 


Digitized  by  Google 


#a8  oMQ^Htt^td^  retire  for  a  tirtie  ft>  t9he  Contiaeijl, 
After  his  second  return  j  he  was  appointed  one  of 
tile  prbtestaitt  ministers  of  Edinburgh.  Couiw 
tenaffced  at  this  time  by  the  leaders  of  the  party 
ekUed  \he  Congiregation,  Knox  now  began  his  r^ 
forming  career.  A  seinaion  which  he  preached 
It  Pertii  8o  medi  roused  the  populace  as  to  oc* 
casionthe  demolition  of  all  the  religious  bouscB 
is  that  town-;  those  of  St.  Andrews,  on  a  simiUtf 
#ccasioiiy  shared  the  same  fate.  Of  a  spirit  not 
td  -be  c^ed  -from  his-  duty  by  •promises^  nor 
terrlfied'Irom  it  by  threats,  this  great  Jnan  piw* 
ttued*  his  object,  till^  soon  after  the  death  oi  tb^ 
qfueen  regent;  he  ^cured  the  States  tb  pass  an 
«cl  for  the  deinolition  of  all  the  cli»ister&  and  ab^ 
bey  churches  in  the  kingdom  that  were  not  yfl 
pulfed^own.  ' 

■  ^wnng  <he^re«gn  of  the  urifortuHate  Mary,  th« 
cause  of  reformation  continued  to  advance ;  anA 
on  the  accession  of  her  son>  Who  wss  educate* 
ki  the  iprotestant. faith,  was  "fina^  estabUshc^i 
Thfe  form  of  church  government  had  hitherto 
been  presbytAian,  or  modelled  on  that  of  Cahrifi 
at'Oeiieva ;  but  James,  amidst  the  tumults  of  fadk 
iioti  aM  cabal,  found  means  to  establish  an  epi^ 
copiacy,  remarkable  for  its  mo«teration  and  con* 
ciliatoiy  spirit.  An  attempt,  however,  made  by 
M  s«eteMar*te*iiitroduce  the  £flgUsh  liturgy  i&p 
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iU  ico^saidt  wa9  r^pdled  by  tke  p^^pSan^  yn^ 

tnthusi^stic  ardour;  and  he]p^4>  ajaong  othei^ 
causes,  tq  strip  th^t  monaix:h  of  his  rqyal  anthori? 
^9  and  finally  to  deprive  hun  of  his  life.  On  th^ 
iaartyrdoni  of  Charles  I.  episcopacy  was  a,bolish<9 
4A ;  but  it  was  again  establi^ed  on  the  restora-f 
«f  Charies  II.  The  abdication  of  ivia  Irpthex 
James  IL  or  (VII.)  at  la^  pccAstoiiid  ttc^  fiiial 
triumph  of  presbytery,  over  epjiSpoji^y.  Witj 
Sam  prince  of  Orange,  haviog  ajscorfeaip^  tbat 
among  his  Scottish  subjects  tbe  cuiTent  of  opd^ 
fllon  ran  in  favour  of  presbytery,  ^jC3f^|n9«d  them 
ih  their  rights,  and  protected  and  ^^bUsbed  thei^ 
^stitutions  by  royal  mandates  (apd  act-s  of  the  legift^ 
fittune.  These  acts  in  favour  of  presbytery  wer^ 
again  conRnned  at  the  uni(^.    . 

The  presbyteilan  ecclesiastical  comrtt  are  fouiE 
in  number,  viz*  The  General  Jjjefnifyf  Prpvi/tfiai 
t^nodsi  Presbi/Uriesy  and  ^rkt^efshm*  The  Q^^ 
ncral  Auembly.  is  the  highest  ecclesiastical  cour^ 
3i  Scotland,  and  may,  without  impropriety^  be^ 
tenned  the  Ecclesiastical  Parliament,  It  consi^ 
of  commissioners^  some  of  whom  are.  layinep,  oa^ 
4sx  the  name  of  ruling  elders,  fron;  pre^bytenpfi, 
royal  boroughs^  and.  universities.  The  Ipng  pr^; 
ddes  by  bis  CQsmnissioner  (who  is  generally  % 
aobleman  of  high  ran^)  in  the  assembly,  whicb; 
iraetf  in  Sdinburg h.  oik«  a  jfisxu  4  modoal^ 
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^8* 
<s  chosen  from  their  own  nunAer,lR4io  preddii 
and  regnktcs  the  proceedings.  To  this  c^uit  h*e 
appeals  frotn  the  other  ecclesiastical  courts,  and 
their  descision  is  final.  Provincial  Si/nsds  are  next 
in  authority  7  they  are  composed  of  a  numher  of 
the  adjacent  presbyteries,  over  which  they  have  i 
power.  PrzsbyUries  are  con^poifeed  bf  a  number 
4Df  contiguous  parishes ;  they  inspect  into  the  bc- 
4iaviour  of  the  ministers  and  elders  of  their  re- 
ject ive  bounds,  ordain  pastors,  examine  and 
tiecense  ^schoolmasters,  &c.  The  lowest  church 
court,  the  idrk'Sesjiortf  is  composed  of  tlie  mini- 
ster ind  ciders  of  every  parish ;  and  these  hav« 
the  superintendence  of  the  poor,  visit  the  sick, 
tmd  assist  tibc  miaisterin  the  other  duties  of  his 
tlifice. 

The  regular  established  clergy  of  Edmbur^ 
are  twenty-four.  Of  these,  three  are  in  the  sea* 
port  towa  of  Lcith,  two  in  the  suburb  of  Canon- 
ll^ale,  and  two  in  the  parish  of  St.  CuthbertV 
The  number  of  parishes  into  which  the  city  sa 
divided,  and  of  which  tliese  are  the  pastors,  are 
fourteen,  including  the  suburb  of  Canongate,  St. 
Cuthbert's  and  Leith :  and  the  number  of  church- 
ic8  the  same ;  but  some  of  the  buildings  contaiil 
tinder  their  roof  more  than  one  place  of  worship. 
Ten  of  these  parishes  are  called  collcgiau  chai^et, 
IT'have  two  omiutcrs  cach^  joined  in  &£  .dis- 
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«iiarge  of  the  pastoral  oSic£.  Besides  these,  thert 
are  under  the  controul  of  the  established  church 
five  chapels  of  tase^  as  they  are  called,  two  |  of 
which  ai^  in  the  Canoi^ate,  one  in  the  old  part 
of  the  town,  one  in  the  southern  district  of  the 
city,  and  one  in  Leith» 

Belonging  to  the  Scottish  Episcopal  Church  are 
three  places  of  worship  in  Edinburgh,  and  one  iii 
Z^eith.  rPhe  Scottish  episcopalians  are  entirely 
Independent  of  the  English  cbuich,  and  are  su- 
perintended by  bishops  of  their  own,  of  which 
there  are  seven  in  Scotland.  Beisdes  these,  there 
are  three  episcopal  chapels  in  the  city,  one  m  the 
old,  and  two  in  the  New  Town,  where,  divins 
service  is  preformed  agreeable  to  the  English  li» 
turgy.  They  resemble  the  chapels  of  the  com- 
i;iunity  of  the  Scottish  Episcopal  church  in 
fprm ;  but  with  this  essential  difference,  that  of 
having  no  bishop  to  whom  the  officiating  clei:^ 
are  accountable,  and  of  consequence  they  ^?re  in- 
dependent both  of  the  episcopal  church  of  Eng- 
landr  and  that  of  Scotland. 

The  places  of  vmrship  belonging  to  the  differ- 
ent dissenters  from  the  established  church,  and 
•ther  sectaries,  are  numerous.  Those  called 
Antiburghers,  have  twa  places  of  worship  i| 
Edinburgh,  and  one  in  Leith ;  the  Burghers  threcj 
tad  the  Relief,  three*  The  Baptists  have  aisQ  •«( 
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place  .of  worsfaip^;  the  Glassitesy  or  what  are- 
called  in  England  Sandemoniansy  one ;  the«Qiia* 
kers*  one;  the  S^t^iodistSy  one;  the  Bereans, 
one  ^  and  there  are  two  places  where  the  service 
is  performed  according  to  the  rites  of  the  church 
of  Rome. 

There  is  likewise  a  chapel,  which  indeed  may 
be  almost  considered  as  a  Chapel  of  Eaje  to  the 
established  church,  where  the  service  is  perform- 
ed in  the  Gaelic  or  Erse  language,  for  the  bene- 
fit of  the  Highlanders.  Of  late  years  also  7Vi« 
bfrnaclesy  somewhat  on  Mr.  Whiteiield*s  plan* 
have  been  establislied  under  the  auspices  of  a 
gentleman  of  fortune,  Mr.  Haldane.  There  is  one 
ip  the  old  city,  and  one  near  the  head  of  Leiih 
Walk,  4he  largest  place  of  worship  perhaps  in 
Scotland. 

The  total,  number  of  places  for  divine  wor- 
ship in  Edinburgh  is  forty-four. 


ll'b 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


"S9t> 


«T.  9IL5S'S  CHURCH, 

One  of  the  most  remarkable  objects  in  Edifl- 
burgh  is  St.  Giles's  Church,  a  magnificent  Goth- 
ic fabric,  standing  in  an  elevated  situation,  and 
forming  the  north  side  of  tlie  Parliament  Square. 
This  stately  edifice  measures  in  length  from  east  to 
yrest  206  feet ;  its  breadth  atthecentre  is  129  feet; 
at  the  west  end  lOO;  and  at  the  east,  where  tlje 
great  altar  formerly  stood>  76  feeU  It  is  built  in  the 
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ferm  of  a  cross.  A  l6fty  square  tower  rises  from 
its  centre,  from  which  a  turret  ascends,  compo- 
sed of  four  arches  intersecting  each  other,  in  the 
form  of  an  imperial  crown,  A  pointed  spire  ter- 
minates this  stately  tower,  which  for  magni- 
ficence and  excellent  workmanship  is  hardly  to 
be  equalled.  The  height  of  the  tower  from  the 
top  of  the  spire  to  the  bottom,  is  161  feet  * .  In 
the  turret  resembling  the  imperial  crown,  are 
placed  a  set  of  what  are  called  music  belbf  which 
are^tinkled  into  something  resembling  tunes  for 
an  hour  every  day,  (Sundays  excepted),  to  the  no 
small  gratification,  we  may  suppose,  of  those  wha 
daily  assemble  at  the  Cross  for  the  dispatch  of 
business. 


•  A  singular  circumstance  connected  with  this  spire," 
and  which  may  challenge  the  dexterity  of  our  rope-dan* 
Cers  of  the  present  day,  is  thii»  related  by  Robert  Bir- 
rcl :  •*  The  lo  of  Julii  1598,"  says  he, «  ane  man,  »ume 
callit  him  a  jugler,  playit  sic  souple  tricks  upone  ane' 
towr,  q!k  was  fastcnit  betwix  the  tope  of  St.  GciliV 
kirk  steiple  aud  ane  stair  beneathe  the  crosse,  calHfc 
Joaias  close  heid,the  lyk  wesnevir  Bene  in  yis  couotrie, 
as  he  2aid  doane  the  tovr,  and  playit  sa  many  pa  vies  - 
#11  ic."    Blrrer«  Diary,  p.  47. 
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Thf  fiamous  St,  Oiles»  abbot  afid.ebnfe8s<»'y  asd 
patron  of  this  church,  was  the  tutelar  taint  of 
Edinburgh.  The  legend  concerning  him  states, 
that  he  was  a  native  of  Oreecey  and  was  born  in 
the  sixteenth  century.  On  the  death  of  his  pa- 
rents, he  gave  All  his  estate  to  the  poor,  and  t*a- 
Telled  into  France,  where  he  retired  into  the  deep 
'  recess  oS  a  wilderness  near  the  confliix  of  the 
Rh6ne  with  the  sea,  and  continued  there  for 
three  years,  living  upon  the  spontaneous  produce 
of  the  earth,  and  the  milk  of  a  doe.  Having  cA^ 
tained  the  reputation  of  extraordinary  sanctity^ 
Tarious  miracles  were  attributed  to  him ;  and  he 
Founded  a  monastery  in  Languedoc,  long  after 
Icnown  by  the  name  of  St.  Giles.  In  the.  reign  of 
James  II,  Mr.  Preston  of  Gourton,  a  gentleman 
whose  descendants  stin  possess  an  estiite  in  the 
county  of  Edinbui^^h,  procured  a  supposed  ann- 
bone  of  this  holy  man,  which  relic  he  most  pious-* 
ly  bequeathed  to  the  church  of  St.  Giles  in  Edin- 
burgh. In  gratitude  for  this  invaluable  dona-* 
tion,  the  magistrates  of  the  city,  in  1454,  con-t 
sidering  that  the  said  bone  was  "  freely  left  to 
cure  moyr  kirk  of  Saint  Gele  of  Edinburgh,  with- 
outyn  ony  condition  makyn,'*  granted  a  charter 
in  favour  of  Mr.  Preston's  heirs,  by  which  the 
neaft^st  heir  of  the  name  of  Preston  was  entitled 
to  the  honour  of  canning  it  in  all  public  process 
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cbtts.  Tfiis  luiBour  the  family  of  PreilQii  Cdtt« 
tinned  to  enjoy  till  the  Refonsatkni  btaisbed  the 
iUusioB. 

At  what  time  time  St.  Giles's  church  was  first 
founded  is  uncertaio*  It  is  said  to  have  bel<mg- 
ed  to  the  bishopric  of  Lmdishm^  or  Holy  Island^ 
In  Korthmnberland,  about  the  middle  of  the 
mnth  century.  The  first  mention  of  a  church  iir 
this  city,  however,  that  has  been  met  with,  is  in 
the  year  1S59>  when  David  II,  by  his  charter  under 
the  gi«at  scaly  granted  to  the  chaplain  officiatint^ 
at  the  altar  of  SU  Katharine's  chapel  in  the  pa- 
riah church  of  St.  Giles,  Edinburgh,  all  the  lands 
of  upper  Merchiston,  &c.  The  next  mention 
inade  of  this  church  is  in  the  year  isso,  when  a 
ccmtract  was  made  between  the  provost  of  £din- 
buigh  and  several  masons,  to  vault  or  arch  over 
a  certain  part  of  the  said  church ;  and  in  1387» 
when  a  considerable  addition  seems  to  have  bcea 
made  to  it. 

In  1466,  the  parish  church  of  St.  Giles  was 
erected  into  a  collegiate  church  by  king  James 
lU,  having  been  before  that  period  only  a  parish 
churchy  of  which  the  abbot  of  Scone  was  patron* 
The  chapter  consisted  of  a  provost,  curate,  six- 
teen prebendaries,  a  aiinister  of  the  choir,  four 
choristerSf  a  sacristane,  and  a  beadle.  There 
teems  at  this  time  to  have  been  no  less  than  forty 
Bbd 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


S94 
altars  founded   and  supported  in  the  dnir^b^ 
The  celebl-ated  Scottish  poet  and  trandator  of 
Virgil,  Gavin  Douglas»  was  for  some  time  deem 
of  St.  Giles. 

Soon  after  the  Reformation  St*  Giles's  was  di- 
vided into  four  separate  places  of  worship;  and 
smaller  divisions  for  various  public  offices  have 

•  since  that  period  been  made.  The  magistrates, 
at  the  same  time,  took  possession  of  all  the-.sa« 
cred  vessels,  and  reiica,  and  among  others  the  coat 
of  St  .Giles,  and  the  Eacred  relic  of  the  arm-bone^ 
enshrined  in  silver.  These  were  ordainedto  be  dis- 
posed of,  and^the  money  employed  in  repairing 
the  church. 

In  the  year  1585,  the  clock  belonging  to  tbe 
abbey  church  of  Lindores,  in  Fifeshire,  was 
bought  for  the  sum  of  55l.  Scots,  to  be  put  up  in 
the  spire  of  thift  church.  In  1 599-  the  tower  of 
it  was  used  as  a  common  prison  ;  but  the  prison-* 
crs  having  damaged  the  roof,  the  towa-council 
discharged  it  from  being  used  for  this  purpose 
ever  after.  In  this  church,  on  the  isth  of  Octo- 
ber 1643,  the  solemn  league  and  covenant  was 
sworn  to  and  subscribed  by  the  committee  oi 
■estates  of  parliament,  the  commission  of  the 

•  cjiurch,  and  the  EnglislvCommissioners. 

The  four  places  for  worship  under  the  roof  cf 
St*  Giles's  are  as  follows : 
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1.  'rtie  iTevJ  Church. — ^This  is  the  chief  divi- 
sion of  St.  Giles's,  being  the  choir  of  the  cathe- 
<feal.  In  it  is  an  elegant  and  finely  ornamented 
seat  for  his  majesty,  with  a  canopy,  supported 
by  four  elegant  columns.  This  seat  is  occu- 
pied by  the  commissioner  to  the  General  Assem- 
bly, when  that  court  holds  its  annual  meetings. 
These  are  held  in  the  great  aisle  of  the  choir. 
Irt  this  church  are  also  the  seats  of  the  magi- 
strates of  the  city,  those  of  the  judges  of  the 
court  of  session,  aud  the  barons  of  his  majesty's 
exchequer.  These  attend  public  worship  in 
thrfr  robes  of  office,  during  tlie  tfcrms  of  their 
respective  sessions. 

2.  The  Old  Church,— The  old  chui^ch  is  under 
the  ^eat  tower,  in  the  central  part  of  the  build- 
ing.   Of  late  it  has  been  elegantly  repaired. 

S.  The  Tolbooth  Church^ — ^This  place  of  wor- 
ship occupies  the  south-west  quarter  of  St. 
Giles's ;  and  acquired  its  present  name  from  the 
circnmstance  of  condemned  criminals  being 
brought  into  the  church  to  hear  a  sermon  pre- 
vious to  their  execution  :  a  practice  which,  as  be- 
ing calculated  unnecessarily  to  outrage  the  feel- 
ings of  the  unfortunate,  has  long  been  laid  aside. 
The  privacy,  however,  with  which  the  execu- 
tions .of  criminals  are  now  accomplished,  has 
justly  been  thought  to  derogate  fxx>m  the  impres- 
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sioin  wh'eh  greater  solemnity  and  parade*  vroaUt 
produce  on  the  populace. 

4.  Haddow's-Hole  Church^ — ^This  chfurch  o^ 
cupiea  the  north-west  part  of  the  fabric.  It  wa« 
Hot  fitted  up  as  a  place  of  worship  till  the  year 
1699.  It  is  supposed  to  take  its  nanne  from  a 
small  vault  attached  to  it  being  used  at  one  time 
as  a  place  of  confinement  for  lord  Haddow. 

The  place  on  which  the  buildings  of  the -Par- 
liament Square  stand  was  formerly  the  cemetery 
of  St.  Giles ;  and  in  this  burying  ground  were 
deposited  the  remains  of  the  great  Scottish  refor- 
mer John  KnoX|t  pne  who,  in  the  discharge  o£ 
what  appeared  to  him  to  be  right,  "  never  feared 
the  face  of  man.'*  Within  the  church,  also,  lie 
the  remains  of  James  earl  of  Murray,  regent  of 
Scotland,  who  was  basely  shot  at  Linlithgow  by 
Hamilton  of  Bothwellhaugh.  He  was  the  darling 
of  the  people,  the  **  good  Regent,'*  a  man  who, 
in  an  age  that  produced  many  eminent  charac- 
ters, was  the  greatest  among  the  great.  Napier 
of  Merchiston,  well  known  for  his  admirable  in- 
vention of  the  logarithms,  was  also  interred  here. 
His  monument  is  still  to  be  seen  on  the  north 
wall  of  that  part  which  is  called  the  new  church. 
tJnder  the  venerable  arches  of  St.  Giles  too,  re- 
pose the  ashes  of  the  gallant  marquis  of  Moa- 
trose,  v^  ho,  in  an  unhappy  period  of  our  hi^ 
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'tpry»  p^kb^cl,  apaidBt  the  insults  of  the  unre^- 
lenting  covenanters,  by  the  hands  of  tfre  comnioB 
exectitioQer* 

.  The  patronage  of  the  church  of  St.  Giles,  which 
iras  anciently  in;  the.  bishop  of  Lindisfarn  or 
Holy  Island,  and  afterwards  in  the  abbot  and 

-canons  of  DunfermHne,  is  now,  together  with  all 
the  other  established  churches  of  the  city,  in  the 
KU<gi«trates  and  town-cquncil  of  Edinburgh^ 

Before  leaving  this  article,  we  would  repeat  the 
temark  made  by  every  person  who  views  this  an- 
cient Gothic  edifice,  of  its  being  so  much  disfi- 
gured by^  those  paltry  modem  sh^ds  which  arc 

.  attached  here  and  there  to  its  walls.  In  the  spi- 
ptoi  improvement  which  has  for  these  last  fifty 
years .  characterized  the  public  officers  of  Edin- 
burgh, it  is  rather  strange  that  a  building  which 
is  such  an  ornament  to  it  should  be  overlooked^ 
That  it  is  nQt  for  want  of  tast^,  the  ardour  which 
the  magistrates  of  the  city  display  in  the  erec- 
tion of  public  buildings  demonstrate;  it  must 
the^ore  be  owing  entirely  to  neglect.  Or  if 
tiiese  pitiful  erections  are  allowed  to  remain  as  a 
contrast  with  the  venerable  pile  which  they  sur- 
round, the  effect  indeed  may  be  striking,  but  it  ig 
also  ridiculous ;  nor  can  the  monument  of  the  in- 

>(?i>tor  of  the  logarit)ups  ever  form  an  appropn^i 
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ate  ornament  to  be  placed  over  the  door  of  a  toy* 
shop  * !  as  at  present  is  the  case* 


TRINITV  COLLEGE- CUtJILCK. 

This  church  stands  in  the  low  ground  at  the 
east  end  of  the  drained  morass  called  the  Korth 
Loch.  It  was  founded^  in  the  year  14629 -bf 
Mary  of  Gueldres,  consort  to  James  n ;  but  the 
original  plan  seems  never  to  have  been  completed." 
Only  the  choir,  the  central  tower,  and  the  cros» 
of  the  church  have  been  erected ;  arid  the  fine 
Gothic  style  in  which  these  are  finished,  m^es  it 
to  be  regretted  that  the  whole  was  not  carried  in- 
to execution.  This  church  was  formerly  colle- 
giate, and  its  charter  of  foundation  provided  for 
a  provost,  eight  prebendaries,  two  choristers, 
and  a-sacristane.  The  foundress  was  iiiterred  in 
the  north  aisle. 


•  SEP. 
SAMIUM  NAPERORUM  INTERI0S 
IlIC  SITUM 
EST. 
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TRONE  CHURCH. 


^hi6  church  stands  in  the  High  Street,  at  the 
point  where    the    two  bridges,  leading  to  the 
eovkth  and  porth  parts  of  the  town,  meet.    It  wad 
first  funded  in  1637,  and  opened  for  public  wor» 
^p  in  1647.    It  is  of  a  square  form  ;  and  is  sur« 
jupunted  with  a  high  tower,  having  a  clock  aad 
.«pipe.    This  church  at  its  first  erection  was  in« 
tended  to  have  been  roofed  with  copper ;  and  in 
1C44,  1000  stone  weight  of  that  metal  was  puf- 
c)iased  at  Amsterdam  for  this  purpose.    But  the 
money  being  required  for  other  pmposes,  it  was 
j^terwards  ordered  to  be  sold,  and  the  church 
,fpovered  with  lead  and  slates.    In  the  year  167S 
.  a  bell  which  cost  1 490  merks  s  shillings  Scots, 
W3S  put  up  in  the  spue ;  and  five  years  after  tl)e 
clock  belonging  to  the  Trone,  or  weigh-house, 
.•was  erected  in  it.    At  the  time  of  building  the 
.South  bridge,  the  church  wn     almost  rebuilt; 
.the  north  fixint  and  elevate :    •  /   /  only  retaining 
their  former  appearance.      '    ; .  .  n^ce  of  worship 
was  formerly   called  Oh/i. .      j      irch,  but  seems 
to  have  acquired  its  pre.-    •         :o  (rom  its  vicini- 
ty to  the  public  b-ai)  ■}    "'      :..    Or  the  north 
front|  over  the  door  is  tn  .-  :  ...  iiption ; 
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iEDEM  HAKC  CHRISTO  BT 

ECCLESIiE  SACRARUNT 

CfTIS  EDINBURGftNI 

ANNO  MDCXLU 


LADV  rfiSTSR's  CHURCH. 

ThU  chtitrh  stands  nearly  opposite  to  tbe 
Royal  Infirmary,  iii  a  street  which  runs  to  the 
-eastward  from  the  South  Bridge.  It  owes  iCi 
orig:in  and  its  name  to  the  piety  of  Maigaret 
Ket",  lady  Yester,  who,  in  the  the  year  1^7,  garc 
to  the  citizens  of  Edinburgh  a  considerable  sum 
of  money  to  build  a  place  of  worship,  and  nuiin* 
tain  a  minister  to  officiate  in  it.  The  original 
building,  founded  in  consequence  of  this  doiUh 
tion,  was  not  remarkable  for  elegance  of  architec- 
ture ;  but  it  was  lately  taken  down,  and  a  iieV 
church,  which  is  now  finished,  erected  on  tte 
«pot.  The  new  church  is  built,'  with  a  cod- 
aiderable  share  of  taste,  in  imitation  of  the  an- 
cient Gothic  manner,  and  proves  do  smaU  orna- 
ment to  this  part  of  the  city. 
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KE^'  AND  OLD  GREVrRIAHS  CHURCHES. 

These  two  churches,  which  are  both  under  one 
loofi  stand  in  the  burying-gjround  called  the 
Greyfriars  diurch-yard,  anciently  the  garden 
belonging  to  the  monastery  of  Greyfriars,  which 
vas  situated  iit  the  Cirassmafket.  The  Old 
Greyfriars  Church  was  founded  fn  the  year  161^ 
It  had  at  that  time  a  spire,  which  seems  to  have 
been  used  as  the  city  magazine  for  gun-powden. 
The  magazine  however,  unfortunately  exploded 
cm  the  7th  of  May  1718,  and  the  spire  was  de- 
atroyed.  The  magistrates  instead  of  erecting  it 
anew,  and  the  increasing  population  of  the  city 
requiring  additional  places  of  worship,  built  t6 
the  w^estem  end  of  the  eld  edifice  a  new  church, 
the  foundation  of  which  was  laid  in  1719,  and 
finished  in  1721.  It  is*scparated  from  the  old 
church  by  a  partition  wall,  and,  being  erected 
posterior  to  the  other,  received  the  name,  which 
it  still  holds,  of  the  New  Greyfriars  Church. 

In  the  burying- ground  around  these  churches 
lie  the  remains  of  nuny  eminent  men,  among 
whom  are,  the  first  humanist  and  Latin  poet  of 
modem  times,  the  celebrated  George  Buchanan ; 
m  George  Mackenzie,  the  vvel!-known  Scottish 
Ca 
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lawyer ;  the  great  Dr.  Archibald  Pitcaime ;  the 
elegant  historian  of  Charles  V,  the  late  principal 
Robertson  ;  and  the  celebrated  ijiprover  o£  mo- 
dem chemistry,  Dr.  Black. 


CAKONGATE  CHURCft. 

This  church  stands  near  the  middle  of  the 
tiorth  side  of  the  street  named  the  Canongate, 
and  was  founded  in  1G88.  It  is  a  Gothic  build- 
ing, in  the.  form  of  a  cross.  Formerly  the  inha- 
bitants of  this  district  repaired  to  the  royal  cha- 
pel of  Holyroodhouse  to  perform  their  religious 
duties ;  but  king  James  VII.  (or  II.  of  England) 
liaving  appropriated  it  for  the  celebration  of  di- 
vine service  according  to  the  rites  of  the  church 
of  Rome,  and  decorated  it  for  the  instalment  of 
the  knights  of  the  ancient  order  of  the  Thistle^ 
the  inhabitants  of  the  Oanongate  were  obliged  to 
accommodate  themselves  elsewhere.  One  Tho- 
mas Moodie,  a  pious  citizen  of  Edinburgh,  hav- 
ing left  a  certain  sum  of  money  for  building  a 
-church,  which  had  now  accumulated  to  a  consi- 
derable sum,  James  was  reminded  of  tlie  circum- 
stance, upon  which  he  ordered  the  erection  of 
the  present  church,  and  the  cxpence  to  be  de- 
frayed out  of  the  eaid  bequest* 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


505 

In  the  cemetery  of  this  church  lie  the  remains 
of  the  Scottish  poet  Robert  Ferguson.  A  "  aim* 
pie  stone,"  with  a  suitable  inscription,  erected 
at  the  sole  expence  of  the  late  celebrated  Robert 
Bums,  marks  the  spot.  Though  this  monument^ 
erected  to  the  memory  of  an  unfortunate  genius^ 
is  but  humble,  yet,  considering  the  circumstan- 
ces of  him  who  erected  it,  and  the  design  he  had 
in  view,  it  does  him  as  much  honour  as  if  he  had 
built  a  pyramid.  Burns  now  wants  the  same 
«  generous  tear,"  which  he  paid  to  the  memory^ 
of  the  unfortunate  Ferguson. 


ST,  CUTHBERT'S  CHURCH. 

St.  Cuthbert's  Church,  or  the  fFirst  Kirk^  standf 
at  the  western  extremity  of  the  ? alley  which  di-. 
vides  the  New  from  the  Old  Toa\ti,  near  the 
foot  of  the  rock  on  which  the  Castle  is  reared. 
The  present  building  is  of  modem  ejection, 
though  the  former  church  of  St.  Cuthbert's  stood 
on  the  same  spot  for  many  age?.  The  architec- 
ture is.  by  no  means  elegant ;  and  before  a  spire 
was  lately  added,  had  a  very  mean  appearance, 
by  no  means  suiting  the  wealth  or  population  of 
Its  extensive  parish. 
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ST.  Andrew's  church. 

This  church  stands  on  the  north  side  of 
George's  Street,  in  the  New  Town.  The  build- 
ing is  of  an  oval  form,  and  is  surmounted  with  » 
fine  Upering  spire^  168  feet  id  height.    An  cl^ 
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gant  portico,  aupported  by  four  columns  of  the 
Corinthian  order,  projects  a  few  feet  into  the 
street.  In  the  spire  is  a  chime  of  eight  bells* 
The  whole  is  elegantly  finished,  aad  has  a  fine 
appearance. 


EPISCOPAL  CHAPEL. 

This  chapel  stands  near  the  bottom  of  the 
ttreet  named  the  Cowgate,  and  was  founded  on 
the  sd  of  April  1771,  by  general  sir  Adolphus 
Oughton,  then  commander  in  chief  of  the  forces, 
and  grand-master  of  the  free-masons  in  Scotland. 
It  is  90  feet  long  by  75  broad ;  and  is  adomecf 
with  a  spire  of  considerable  height;  Ip  the  spire 
is  a  fine  bell,  which  formerly  belonged  to  the 
chapel-royal  of  Holyroodhouse. .  The  expence  of 
tlie  building  was  defrayed  by  subscription.  Thia 
chapel  is  furnished  with  an  excellent  organ  ;  and 
on  the  cieling,  above  the  iiltar,  is  an  admirably 
.painting,  by  Runciman,  of  the  Ascension* 
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6T.  GEORGE'S  CHAPEL. 

This  beauliful  small  chapel  stands  near  the 
east  end  of  Queen's  Street,  in  the  New  Town, 
ft  was  built  by  subscription  in  1794,  from  a  de- 
sign of  the  celebrated  architect  Mr.  Robert 
Adam.  The  chapel  is  finished  entirely  in  the 
Gothic  style,  but  in  a  manner  so  just  as  to  com- 
mand the  admiration  of  every  visitor.  Though 
Mr.  Adam  has  left  many  marks  of  his  superior 
genius  in  the  art  of  design,  yet  we  believe  few  of 
these  will  please  so  universally  as  this  pecutiarly 
happy  imitation  of  Gothic  architecture. 

The  other  churches  or  chapels  in  the  city  be* 
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Imghtg  to  the  diiTerent  classes  of  dissentecsy  are 
not  such  as  to  merit  particular  notice. 


^OCrETY  FOR  PROPAGATING  CHRISTUN 
KNOWLC9GE. 

This  society  was  first  projected  in  l70l ;  and 
ttc  plan  for  its  enlargement  and  continuance  sub- 
mitted to  die  Gener»l  Assembly  of  the  Church  of 
Scotland  in  1706.  That  body  immediately  pui- 
klishcd  "  Proposals  for  a  subscription  for  propa- 
gating^  Christian  knowledge,  not  only  in  the 
Highlands  and  Islands  of  Scotland*  but  in  foreign 
f>arts.**  Considerable  sums  baring  been  coUect- 
«d  for  tlas  purpose,  the  subscribers  were  foma- 
ed  into  an  incorporation  by  a  charter  from 
iqueen  Anne,  dated  the  25th  day  of  May  I70a. 
The  plan  on  which  the  business  of  this  8ociet3^ 
baj  been  conducted  since  its  institution  deserves 
^he  highest  praise ;  a»d  the  benefits  which  the 
joountry  hav^  derived  from  it  have  been  very  uni- 
versally acknowledged.  For  the  same  purpose 
hiB  majesty  annually  gives  loooL  to  the  General 
Assembly  of  the  Church,  and  under  the  direction 
of  a  committee  it  is  appropriated  to  the  instruc- 
iioa  .of  the  poor  in  the  Highlands  and  islands  ci 
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Scotland  in  the  principles  of  tfte  Christian  leU^ 
fion. 

There  is  also  ?.  Missionary  Society  in  Edin- 
burgh, established  for  the  same  purpose  as  that 
of  London ;  sending  out  missionaries  to  instruct 
the  heathen  in  the  principles  of  the  Christian  re- 
ligion. A  society  for  Propagating  the  Gospel  at 
Homef  was  lately  established ;  and  there  is  a  ^ 
ciety  who  print  and  distribute  gratuitously  relU 
gious  tracts. 
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CHARITABLE  INSTItUTIONS. 


TF  tire  progress  of  society  in  civilization  and  re- 
*  finementmay  be  estimated  from  the  numberof 
institiitions  calculated  to  relieve  the  necessitiea 
and  CGrrect  the  morals  of  the  poor,  perhaps  few 
£reat  cities  can  boast  of  such  progress  as  £din- 
Ifurgb.  Thephllanthrophy  of  individuals,  second- 
ed by  the  zeal  of  the  public,  and  often  patronized 
lij  royal  munificence,  has  erected  in  this  city  cho- 
fitable  institutions,  the  number  of  which  doea 
iKmour  to  the  public  spirit  of  the  times.  If  the 
calamities  incident  to  human  nature  cannot  be 
prevented,  there  are  here  institutions,  in  all  the 
variety  which  the  benefkenee  of  a  Howard  could 
contrive,  to  meet  their  wants  and  aUevjate  their 
troubles ; 

•Hoe  eifflo  the  houseless  wand'rer  finds  a  Jiome** 
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ROYAL  INFIRMARY. 

The  Royal  Infirmary  of  Edirbiir^h  was  first 
projected  in  the  year  1721.  A  pamphlet  wa» 
published  at  this  time  stating  the  utility  of  cucl* 
in  erection ;  and  proposals  were  issued  for  rais-i 
ing  a  fiind  for  its  support.  But  the  success 
which  these  proposals  met  with  were  not  such  aa 
to  encourage  the  projectors  in  their  humane  at- 
tempt, and  the  design  was  laid  aside  for  a  time^ 
It  was  revived  hot\'ever  in  the  year  1 725,  by  the 
Koyal  College  of  Physicians  ;  and  a  fishing  com-* 
pany  happening  to  be  dissolved  about  that  time^ 
the  partners  contributed  a  part  of  their  stock  to- 
wards the  establishment  of  an  hospitaU  Sub-» 
scriptions  were  also  agaki  set  on  foot,  and  an  ap- 
plication was  made  to  the  General  Assembly  o€ 
&c  chuvch  to  recommend  the  design  throughou!^ 
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fkclr  Jurisdiction.  This  was  readily  consented 
to  by  the  assembly,  and  an  act  was  passed  for 
that  purpose;  but  the  clergy  individually  paid 
little  rqgard  to  the  recommendatioa.  Notwith- 
fitanding  pf  this  2000I.  were  procured  and  a 
^mall  house  opened  for  the  reception  of  the  sick 
jpoor  on  the  6th  of  August  1729.  The  medical 
gentlemen  of  Edinburgh,  at  the  same  time,  offer- 
ed to  attend  the  patients  and  provide  medi(;inQ8 
far  them  at  their  own  expence.  The  number 
<)i  persons  received  into  this  small  hospital  du- 
ring the  first  year  after  its  comnaencement  wa^s 
thiity-five,  of  whom  twenty-four  were  cured, 
live  dischai'ged  either  as  incurables  or  for  irregur 
larilics  in  their  behavour,  in  the  house  five  re- 
ynained,  and  only  one  died. 

In  the  year  1735  the  stock  of  the  Infirmary 
liaving  amounted  to  nearly  3000I.  Sterling,  a 
charter  was  applied  for  to  erect  the  subscribers 
Into  a  body  corporate,  which  was  granted  by  his 
majesty  George  II,  on  the  25th  of  August  1736. 
From  this  time  the  contributors  to  this  charity 
increased  rapidly,and  considerable  donations  were 
-received.  The  foundation  of  the  present  strucv 
ture  was  laid  in  August  1738,  and  the  building 
ivas  speedily  executed.  The  late  worthy  chief 
{magistrate,  provost  Drummond,  wfiose  exertions 
isL  bshalf  of  this  .institutioa  cannot  be  too  much 
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pfaised,  is  said,  while  the  work  was  goings  oflb  €# 
have  frequently  gone  to  the  Cross  (the  place 
tvhere  the  merchants  and  others  assemble)t  on  a 
Saturday  to  solicit  subscriptions  for  carymg  ott 
the  Work.  During  the  infency  of  the  establish- 
ment,  for  twenty-five  years,  the  earl  of  Hopetna 
bestowed  on  it  antiually  400l.  Sterling.  In  \7Sdf 
Dr.  Archibald  Ker,  bcqeathed  to  it  20oL  a  year 
from  property  in  the  island  of  Jamaica;  axKi  iit 
1755  the  lords  of  the  Treasury  made  a  donatiott 
to  it  of  8000I.  for  tile  expence  attending  the  i»» 
ception  of  sick  soldiers.  ' 

The  building,  which  stands  a  Tittle  to  the  east'  • 
Ward  of  the  New  College,  consists  of  a  hr^dj  and  * 
two  wings,  all  of  which  contain  three  ffoorsy  be- 
sides an  attic  floor  and  garrets.  The  body  of  the 
house  fs  21a  feet  long,  s^feet  broad  in  the  raid* 
die,  but  at  the  ends  only  24  feet.  Over  the 
principal  entrance,  in  a  recess,  is  a  statue  of  kin^ 
George  II.  in  a  Roman  dress.  On  the  wall  oa 
the  right  side  of  the  statue  is  inscribed  "  I^m 
nakedy  and  ye  clothed  me  ;"  and  on  the  left,  *«  J 
was  sick  and  ye  visited  me/'  The  wings  are  TO 
feet  long  and  24  broad.  The  access  to  thetiifSr* 
ent  parts  of  the  building  is  by  a  large  staircase^ 
of  a  wkUh  to  admit  sedsn  ch^^  and  %  «taif 
ttam;ase  at  ea<i;h  e^d^ 
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>ttf^tlie  hsffi  ts^  ei«cted  a  buet  of  th^  tfae  Idte  pty^ 
tost  Drummond,  whose  attention  and  exertions 
Ih -behalf  \>f  the  Infirmary  deserved  this  mark  of 
iMnoor  from  the  managers.  It  is  executed  ii^  a 
masterly  style  by  Nollekins,  and  under  it  is  this 
iR8criptxon»  written  by  the  hite  Dr.  Robertscm, 
^  Oeorge  Dmrnmondt  to  whom  this  country^  is 
iiklebted  fer  al^  the  benefits  whiah  it  derives  from 
the  RoyM  Infirmary." 

In  this  hospital  the  male  atld^  female  patients  are 
kept  entkrely  distinct ;  amd  2S8  sick  people  can 
be  aecommodated  in  separate  beds.  Besides  these,, 
ami  the  apartments  for  the  necessary  officers  and 
servants  of  the  hoirae>  there  are  an  apartment  for 
the  Bnanagersy  a  consttlttng  ro«m  for  the  physi- 
dans  or  surgeons,  a  waiting  room  for  the  stu- 
deotst  and  a  well  lighted  theatre  where  i^pwandr 
of  900  i(tudent8  may  attend  when  cfamirgicat 
<^eralkins  are  performed.  The  medical  and  sur* 
gisal  poutients  are  kept  in  distinct  wards*  There^ 
are  also  separate  wards  for  female  patients  under* 
going,  saHvaEtion,  and  cell»for  mad  people.  Hot 
aad  cold  baths  are  elected  for  the  use  of  the  pa- 
ticots*  and  other  baths  are  appropriated  for  the 
citizens  at  laige.  The  hoq;>ital  is  attended  bf 
two  physicians^  who  visit  Iheir  patients  daily  ir 
^t:se&ce  ot  the  itudents  i  aad  tkc  ittrg ical  wardsT 
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met  stt^Dded  bf  the  members  of  tite  SdOf^^^^ 
lege  of  Surgeons.      .   >. 

This  attendance  oh  tlie  Royal  Infarmarf  bf  the 
College  of  Surgeon^  bas  been  always^  aopoiinted 
by  that  body  a  valuable  privil^e^  on  account  of 
the  experience  it  afforded  an  opportunity  of  ac- 
qtnring  it^  the  perfbnnance  of  tiifficult  operai^Hs ; 
and  for  this  privil^e  they  sti^la^ediat  the  first 
institution  of  an  hospital  in  Edinbucgh-  Of  late 
years,  however,  this  privHege  has  giv^  rise  tO; vio- 
lent dispute^  and  even  to  veiy  eager  litigation. 
The  members  of  the  College  of  Surgeons  were  in 
use  formerly  to  attend  in  rotation,  each  indisri- 
dual  tiddsg  a  month  of  duty*  This.^wsa  after- 
wards enlargedio  three  months  ;  the  whole  body, 
or  as  many  as  thought  proper,  attending  at-con- 
aultations.  This  ansangemetft.was  at  length  dis- 
approved of  by  the  managers  of  the  .ho^ital, 
who,  after  a  very  violent,  opposition,  sucoeeded, 
but  not  till  the  decisions  of  the  courts  of  law  M 
;given  it  in  their  fitvburi  inestalitiriiiaga  more  ab- 
solute patronage  in  themselves  and  a  mgie  per- 
manent attendance  by  such  surgeons  as  they  may 
think  fit  to  select  for  this  duty.  That  this  new 
aihnangement  is  more  than  the  former  for  the  inte- 
rest of  the  public  cannot  be  doubted.  The  ro- 
tatory method  formerly  practised^in  wiaChthe 
whole  College  of  Stu*geons  had  their  tunub  <^' 
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taiidy  &id  tiM  effect  of  diffasing  experiment^ 
pi^ficiency  more  widely,  than  the  method  ^at  pre- 
^^t  fblloWed. '  But  the  managera  appear  to  have 
beetl-*  chiefly  goided  by  the  ctmsideratioiiy  that 
the  intention  of  the  institution  being  soldy  for 
tile  #elief  6f  the  side  poor,  evocy  other  advaaUge 
Ott^  to  be  held  in  snbtrdination  to  this* 

•In    1h#  Ihfirmary  two  wards  are   set  apart 
Ibr  cBnica!  lectures,  oi^  discourses  upon  the  cases ' 
of  the  patients  in  those  wards.     These  lectures  ^ 
are  giTen  by  certain  of  the  medical  professors  of 
the'  trtiiversity  5  and  the  professor  who  gives  these 
lefetUrei  for  the  time,  is  allowed  to  select  from 
the  re«t  of  the  hovsc,  and  to  lodge  in  the.  clini- 
cal wards,  thosfe  patients  whose  eases  he  considers 
ad  nnost  ^cufious  and  instructive.     Lectures  on  > 
the  ihost  iniportant  of  the  surgical  case?  are  also  - 
givtti  by  the  surgeons  attending  the  hospital. 
JOQtu&ls  of  all  the  cases,  both  ii^  the  cUucal  and 
other  wards,  are  kept,  stating  the  8ympt<»ns  of  the. 
patients,  the  remedies  which  are  employed,  and 
the  progress  and  termination  of  the  disease. 


■rUBLIC  DISP£NSART» 

'The  Public  Dispensary  owes  it  erection  to  the  ♦ 
benevolence  of  Dr.  Andrew  Duncan  senior ,,pic^' 
Pd2 
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«bit  pnDfeMor  of  the  theory  of  physic  in  the 
university  of  Edinburgh.  It  was  foundM  in  the 
year  1776.  The  buildings  which  stands  on  the 
south  side  of  Noi:th.Richnu)nd  Street,  though  mot 
very  elegant,  is  yetssufficiently  conyenient  for  the 
purposes  for  which  it  was  erected*  Over  the 
door,  in  alio  relievo^  }a  pourtrayed  the  sacred 
story  of  the  good  Sainarit9D»  with  this  inscription, 
^  And  4a»hen  he  jaw  him  he  had  eofo^Aon  ^am 
him."  Luke  x.  33. . 

The  Dispensary  is  an  useful  sn^p^ement  Jto  the 
Koyal  Infirmary.  Persons  Mrho  labQur  under 
diseases  which  jreqiure  not  the  confinement  of^the 
pati^t,  receive  medical  advice  and  medicines  gra- 
tia four  days  in  the  week.  Surgeons  also  attentd^ 
at  stated  periods^  for  the  vaccine  ianoculatioft 
of  the  children  of  the  po<H'.  An  account  is  kept 
at  the  Dispensary  of  the  ^te-of  every  4i^>ae 
^ieh  occurs,  and  to  the  case  are  sufa^ined  rsgu* 
lar  repeats  of  the  progress  of  the  disease  4uring 
the^atient's  attendance.  Patients  are  admitted 
to  the  Jbenefits  of  this  institution  .pn  tbe  reconv 
jnendation  of  the  minister,  or  elder,  (churchward- 
en) of  the  parish  where  they  reside.  The  expence 
«f  the  medicines  aod  the  support  of  the  house  ia 
defrayed  by  public  voluntary  contributions.  The 
afistirs  of  the  Dispensary  are  managed  by  a  pi^ 
f identt  two  yipe-presidentsy  and  tweotj  .directoc% 


d  by  Google 


amaually;  elected  from  among  the^  cofltribut<M«^ 
The  donation  of  one  guinea  entitles  the  person- 
who  contributes  tlys  sum  to  recommend  patients^ 
and  be  a  governor  for  two  years,  -and  that  of  five 
guineas  gives  the  same  privilege  for  13e, 

LYING-IN  HOSPITAt. 

This  hospital  is  chiefly  under  the  care  of  the  pro^ 
feasor  of  midwifery  in  the  university  of  Edinburgh  i 
and  here  are  received  all  poor  or  unfortunate  wo- 
men, whose  cireumstances  may  not  allow  them  to 
have  proper  assistance  at  their  own  homes.  The 
bUikling  appropriated  to  this  useful  institution 
stands  in  a  wdl-aired  situation  in  Park  Place* 
The  business  is  managed  by  a  president,  four 
vice-presidents,  and  a  number  of  directors,  an- 
■ually  clect«d» 
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•«eriot's  hospitaj.. 

Tlvs  borpi'al,  one  of  the  newest  in  Minburgfi^ 
•owesVtS  foindafion  to  Ocorj^c  ITerio^,  jeweller  to 
Icing  James  VT.  ITeriot  was  ttie  son  of  a  g(^d* 
^rtfith  in  Edinbur^.  Being  bred  to  his  fkther't 
business,  he  was  appointed,  in  the  year  1597V 
goldsmith  to  the  queen  of  James  VI.  Soon  after' 
he  was  constituted  goldsmith  and  jeweller  to  the 
king,  with  a  right  to  all  the  profits  and  emoluments 
of  that  lucrative  office.  Upon  the  accession  of 
king  James  to  the  EngUA  throne,  Heriot  follow- 
ed the  court  to  London.  By  as^duous  attention 
to  business'he  was  now  become  eminent  and  riefu 
•He  furnished  jewels  to  prince  Charles,  afterward 
oCharles  I>  when  he  went  to  the  court  of  Spain  im 
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U2S.  ^These  jewels  were  never  paid  for  by 
-James;  but  when  Charles  I.  succeeded  to  the 
throne,  the  debt  to  Ileriot  was  allow^  to  his 
trusteesj  In  par':  of  tlieir  purchase  money  of  the 
barony  of  Broughton,  then  crown-lands  in  the 
iieighboiuhaod  of  Edinburgh.  These  land?  are 
now  part  of  the  foundation  of  this  hospital,  the 
revenue  of  v/hich  is  upwards  of  iOOOL/^r  anmimt 
and  is  rapidly  increasing. 

George  ileriot  died  at  London  in  1624,  His 
tonense  fortune  he  disposed  of  by'  a  will  made 
in  1623,  in  wJbich  he  remembered  all  his  relations, 
with  many  friends  and  servants,  both  in  England 
and  Scotland,  and  left  the  remainder  in  trust  to 
die  magistnites  of  Edinburgh  to  found  and  endow 
:an  hospital  •*  for  the  maintenance,  relief,  and 
bringing  up  of  so  many  poor  and  fatherless  boys, 
6«emens  sons  of  the  town  of  IXlinburgh,  as  the 
«um  should  be  fiuflfident  for."  The  magnificent 
Oothic  fabric  of  Heriot*s  Hospital,' in  the  vicinity 
4>f  Edinburgh,  was  accordingly  begun  to  be  built 
in  the  year  1628,  from  a  plan  it  is  said  of  the  ce- 
lebrated architect  Inigo  Jones,  whom  James  VL 
.brought  from  Denmark. 

The  building  was  for  some  time  stopped  du- 
'^ng  the  time  of  the  civil  wars  which  followed  the 
*  murder  of  Charles  I ;  but  it  was  again  resumed 
*A^  Ihe  year  l«42|  and  prosecuted  till  1650,  at 
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i^Iiich  time  die  whole  was  nearly  finislied.  "Wfcet* 
.  Cromwell  took  possession  of  Edinburgh  after  the 
battle  of  Dumbar,  he  quartered  his  sick  and 
wounded  soldiers  in  the  hospital.    It  cotitiniied' 
to  be  applied  to  the  same  pupose  till  the  year' 
1658,  when  general  Monk,  at  the  request  of  the 
governors,  removed  the  soldiers.    On  the  llth 
of  April  1659  it  was  opened  according  to  the  in- 
tention of  the  founder,  for  the  reception  of  boys» 
and  thirty  were  admitted.     The  building  wa» 
entirely  completed  in  1660.    The  expence  of  the 
whole  fabric  is  said  to  have  amounted  to  upwards 
of  27,000l. 

Heriot's  Hospital  stands  in  the  southern  dis-' 
trict  of  the  city,  on  the  rising  ground  opposite 
the  Cast!e-hill.  It  is  a  square,  whose  sides  mea- 
sure 162  feet  on  the  outside.  In  the  inside  is  ar> , 
open  court,  whose  sides  measure  94  feet  each 
way.  The  west  and  east  sides  of  this  court,  are 
decorated  with  an  arcade,  and  a  walk  6j  feet  irt 
breadth.  The  court  is  paved  with  square  stones, 
and  has  a  well  in  the  centre.  On  the  north  side 
of  the  court  in  a  recess  in  the  wall,  is  an  effigy 
of  the  founder,  which  once  a  year,  on  the  birth 
day  of  Heriot,  is  fancifully  decorated  with 
flowers  by  the  boys  of  the  hospital ;  and  in  the 
council-room  is  a  portrait  of  him  of  tolerable  exe- 
cution.   Over  the  gateway  is  i  spire  and  clock/ 
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*Eb)^  uppier  corners  of  the  buildiag  are.omameat- 
ed  with  turrets.  The  windoyv^Sy  of  which  theare 
are  upwards  of  200y  are  all  differently  4)mament' 
td  at  the  top,  and  variety  seems  to  have  been 
studied  as  a  chief  beauty*  They  are  said  to  have 
.been  executed  in  this  varied  manner  to  gratifjr  the 
-fancy  of  Walter  jBalcanqual,  doctor  of  divinity^ 
one  of  Heriot*8  executors.  On  the  south-side  of 
thel)uilding  is  the  chapel,  which  is  61  feet  long, 
^ad  22  broad.  Some  years  ago  tlns/ch^^l  was 
repaired  in  a  style  of  tastefid  elegance.  The 
fj[oor  is  composed  entirely  of  squares  of  black  and 
white  marble,'  and  the  other  ornaments  with 
whkh  it  is  decorated,  aod  the  jine  Ootbic  win- 
dow by  which  it  is  lighted,  render  it  an  interest- 
ing object  to  every  -visitor. 

J[n  ttjis  hospital  Jthe  boys  are  instructed  in  the 
knowledge  of  the  JEnglish  language,  i^Titing, 
arithmetic,  Latin  and.  French.  When  they  leaVt: 
the  hospital  they  receive  25l.  Sterling  and  5l. 
more.atthe  expiry  of  their  apprenticeship,;  or  if 
tkey  .incline  to  follow  a  learned  profession  they 
have  sai  annuity  of  lOU  bestowed  upon  them  for 
four  year^  The  number  .of  boys  at  present  io 
the  ho^ital  isTabove^loo;  but  in  the  year  1769 
they  amounted  to  ^140.  The  whole  management 
of  the  house  is  yested  in  a  treasurer,  appointed 
b|r  .the  maj;i8tnUes  of  Edinburgh^  under  yrbqff^  ^ 
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ten  in  the  difibent  branches  of  learniog. 


WATSON  S  HOSPITAL* 

This  hospital,  which  has  its  name  from  Us 
founder  George  Watson,  stands  likewise  in  the 
southern  quarter  of  the  city  a  little  to  the  south- 
ward of  Heriot*s  Hospital.  George  Watson  was 
in  the  early  part  of  his  life  a  clerk  to  sir  William 
Dick,  provost  of  Edinburgh  in  1676.  He  was  af- 
terwards appointed  accountant  of  the  Bank  of 
Scotland,  after  which  he  became  receiver  of  tte 
city's  impost  on  ale,  treasurer  to  the  Merchant- 
Maiden  Hospital,  and  to  the  Society  for  Ph)pa- 
'  gating  Christian  Knowledge.  Dying  a  bachelor 
in  1723,  he  left  I2,000l.  for  the  maintenance  and 
education  of  the  children  and  grandchildren  of 
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£(£[nburghl      '    ' 

The  design  of  the  donor,  however,  was  not  put 
jnio  execution  until  the  year  1738,  when  the  sum 
originally  left  had  accumulated  to  20,oool.  The 
present  building  was  then  erected  at  the  expence 
of  about  50001.    Though  less  elegant  t^an  the 

'  neighbpuring  hospital  of  Heriot,  yet  the  building 
3r "handsome  and  commodjcus.  It  is  decorated 
vrlth  a  small  spire,  surmounted  by  a  ship,  the  em- 
blem of  merchandise.    The  number  of  boys  edu- 

^  <:uted  in  this  hospital  is  about  60.  The  branches 
of  education  taught  are  English,  Latin,  Greeks 
&nd  French,  arithmetic  and  book-keeping,  geo- 
graphy and  the  mse  of  the  globes.  The  boy« 
when  they  leave  the  hospital  receive  2cL  as  an 
.apprentice-fee,  and  on  their  attaining  the  age  of 
twenty-five  years,  and  producing  certificates  of 
^eir  good  behaviour,  receive  a  further  bounty  of 
SQL  Such  as  prefer  an  academical  education  re- 
iceive  lOL  per  annum  for  five  years.  The  hospi- 
tal is  under  the  management  of  the  master,  assic- 
tants,  and  treasurer  of  the  merchant  ^company, 
four  old  bailies,  the  old  dean  of  guild,  and  the 
two  ministers  of  the  church  in  Edinburgh  called 
the  Old  Chur^lu  The  annual  revenue  amounts  t# 
soociL 
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GlLLESPtB's  H05HTAU' 

Ifhis  hospltaTstandsnn  a' beautiful  situation -oa- 
file  south  west  boider  of  the  city.'  It  owes  it» 
erection  to  this  bencIJcence  of  the  lateA^.  James 
Gillespie  of  ^p^law,-  who,  ha^ag amassed  a  con- 
•idei'able  fcH'tuuCi  and  having-  no  near  relation* 
bequeathed^  by  a  deed  dated  the  16th  of  April 
1796,  the  greater  part  of  his  property  for  the 
purpose  of  founding  and  endowing  aa  hospital 
for  old  men  and  womeny  and  a  free  school,  for 
the  instructioa  ©f  lOO  poor  boy » in  reading,  writ- 
ing, and  arithmetic--  The  governors  of  this  hos- 
pital were  incorporated  by  a  royal  charter,  dated 
Che  l^th  of  April  1801  \  and,in  that  year  the  pre-* 
sent  building  was  begun, 

Gillespie's  hospital  is  of  an  oblong  form,  an4 
Wit  ia  Imitation  of  the  ancient  Gothic  uaoAtr^ 
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fironi  1  design  of  Mr.  Burn,  archito!!*  Iti  thtf 
front  are  three  projections ;  and  all  the  angled 
are  ornamented  with  turrets.  The  centre  pro- 
jec6oa  which -rises  higher  than  the  dther  parts  of 
t^  building,  has  a  clock ;  and  the  whole  has  an 
iKgaiit  appeatt-ance.  The  school-house,  which  is 
St  a  little  distance  from  the  hospital,  is  neat  and 
ciommodious. 

It  afforded  matter  of  regret  to  many  lovers  of 
antiquity,  that  to  make  way  for  the  erection  of 
this  hospital,  an  old  building,  of  a  castellated 
form,  called  Wryte's  House,  was  totally  removed. 
It  seems  to  have  been  of  considerable  antiquity* 
On  its  western  end  was  the  date  1376 ;  the  wing 
at  the  eastern  side  was  related  to  haVc  been  built 
In  the  reign  of  Robert  III ;  and  the  centre  build* 
Ing  donnecfting  the  two  wings  in  the  reign  of 
j^mes  VI.  Over  the  top  of  the  windows  were 
Itaany  figures  cut  in  alto  reilevof  among  which 
were  the  heads  of  Julius  Cflssar,  and  his  success 
6or  Augustus.  Several  of  these  carved  stones  are 
atill  preserved  at  the  seat  of  sir  William  Forbea 
4t  Collington.  A  figure  of  the  building  fhay  be 
seen  in  **  Grose's  Antiquities  of  Scotland.'* 
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CHARITY  W0^K!-H0U«5. 


The  Charify  work-house  of  the  city  standi 
likewise  in  the  southern  district.  It  is  a  larg^ 
mean-looking  building,  and. was  erected  by  vo». 
luntary  contributions  in  1 743.  It  accommodates 
nearly  seven  hundred  persons  of  both  sexes,  in- 
jCludirig  children  ;  and  such  a?  are  able  to  worlj 
are  allowed  twopence  out  of  every  shilling  they 
earn,  besides  their  clothing  arid  maintenance. 
The  principal  funds  for  the  support  of  this,  insti- 
tution are,  a  tax  of  two  per  cent,  on  the  yalue<} 
jents  of  the  city ;  the  collections  ai  the  cburcli 
cloors,  charitable  donations,  and  the  voUintar  j 
contributions  of  the  citizens.  The  g[overmneBt 
of  the  charity  is  chiefly  under  the  dir,ection  of 
the  magistrates  of  Edinburgh. 

There  are  two  other  charity  work-houses  con- 
nected with  Edinburgh,  one  in  the  suburb  of 
Canongate,  which  was  opened  for  the  reception 
of  fhe  poor  in  1751 ;  and  another  in  the  pariafr  of 
^t.  Cuthbert's,  which  was  opened  in  1762.  Both 
these  are  conducted  nearly  on  the  same  plan 
with  the  former,  and  like  it  have  their  chief  sup- 
port from  the  voluntary  contributions  of  indivLp 
^ualis  and  the  colleptionf  at  the  ch|u:ch  doore^ 
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tft&CHAltT  MAIDff^  HOSPfTAt« 

This  hospital  was  founded  by  voluntary  cofl* 
ttibution  in  the  year  1695,  for  the  education  and 
maintenance  of  daughters  of  merchant-burgesses 
cdP  £dinbui:gh.  The  chief  Contributors  were  the 
merchant  company  of  Edinburgh,  and  Mrs.  Mary 
Erskine,  the  latter  of  whom,  besides  other  sums^ 
gave  12,000  merkS  fbr  the  purchase  of  a  building 
for  the  use  of  the  intended  hospital.  This  build'^ 
ihg  stands  in  Bristo  Street ;  but  its  external  appear- 
ance is  not  such  as  to  attract  much  notice.  Th^ 
governors  were  erected  into  a  body  corporate  by 
act  of  parliament  in  ITC/.  The  annual  revenue 
amounts  to  upwards  of  I400l«  Sterling.  About 
seventy  girls  are  here  educated,  who  receive  the 
profits  of  their  own  work,  and  a  trifling  sum  on 
leaving  the  house. 


TtADES  MAIDEK  HOSPITAL* 

The  Trades  Maiden  HospitaT^was  founded  by 

the  incorporations  of  Edinburgh  in  the  year  1 704,' 

fbr  the  maintenance  and  education  of  the  daugh- 

tiers  of  decayed  tradesmen.     The  governors  of 

Ee^ 
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the  hospital  were  incorporated  by  royal  charter 
in  1707.  The  building  stands  pp  the  sQuth  side 
of  Argyle's  Square,  and  Is  not  inelegant.  To  this 
hospital,  as  well  as  the  formttf  Mrs.  Mary  ^iw 
itkine  was  a  liberal  contributor.  Fifty  girls  ar|^ 
maintained  and  educated  here.  Th^  fevenue  U 
j^bout  650l.  fer  annumr 


ORPHAN  HOSPITAL. 

The  Orphan  Hospital  was  planned  by  Andrew 
Oiurdner,  merchant  in  Edinbuigh,  in  the  year 
1738.  The  deaign  was  promoted  by  the.  Society 
£dr  propagating  Christain  knowledge,  and  was  asi- 
atfited  by  a  liberal  subscription.  ^  house  wa« 
hired,  and  thirty  orphans  received  into  it  in  the 
year  1733,  The  present  building  was  founded  in 
1734.  It  stands  on  the  low  groundf  4  (ittle  %i^ 
the  eastward  of  the  North  Bridge.  It  is  com* 
posed  of  a  body  and  two  wings,  surmounted  with 
a  neat  spire,,  in  which  ^re  a  cjock  and  two  bdk* 
The  managers  of  the  charity  were  erected  into  a 
body  corporate  by  his  late  majesty  in  1742.  Iik 
to  this  hospital  orphan  children,  not  under  seveii 
yeais  of  age,  are  received  from  any  part  of  the 
Idngdom.  The  revenues  are  inconsiderable  \  an4 
^e  institution  is  supported  chiefly  by  benefM:? 
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iioMf  and  &  part  of  the  sums  collected  at  thtf 
ififtOKli  doom.'  Hiis  hospital  was  much  mdeUed 
to*  ft*  hifee  treasurer,  Mr.  Thomas  Tod,  mewhant 
Ifr  Ecllnburgh,  by  whose  spmted  exertions  the 
Imildfng  has  not  only  been  improved,  biit  the 
funds  of  the  charity  considerably  increasedi  The 
Orphan  Hospital  of  Edinburgh  is  noticed  by 
Howard  as  one  of  the  most  useful  charities  iit 
Europe. 


tUlKITT  HOSrttAL. 

The  Trinity  Hospital  was  founded  by  Mary  of 
Ootidres,  consort  to  James  H,  in  the  year  1461, 
far  the  sectplion  of  thirteen  poor  persons.  At 
the  Rfllbnnation,  however,  it  was  stripped  of  its 
reveituea ;  but  the  regent  Murray  afterwards  be- 
atowed  them  on  sir  Simon  Preston,,  provost  of 
£diAbiirgh>  who  gave  them,  to  the  citizens  for 
the  uae  of  the  poor.  In  1585,  the  town-»council 
purchased  from  Robert  Pont  his  right  in  these 
subjeets,  sir  Simon's  gift  being  only  reversionary. 
This  transaxrtion  was  .zatifiBd  hy  /aines  VI.  in 
1587.  The  Trinity  Hospitel  is  situated  at  the 
foot  <rf  Che  tat  called  Lcith  Wy«d.  Forty  per- 
sons (decayed  burgesses,  or  then-widows  and. 
dattgfclersj  not  uiider  so  tears  of  age)  ai^  nwin* 
E-iea..         .    ■ 
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tftined  in  it,  besides  a  considerable  nuiabtr  «f 
out-pensioners.  They  have  the  pvivitefe  of  a 
small  libraij  and  garden.  The  revenue  in  laad^ 
houses,  and.  intereist  of  money^is  »bg\»t  l  looU  f#r 

finnumm 


ASYLUM  FOR  THB  BLIWIS 

This  useful  institution  was  projected  by  Dr. 
Johnstone  of  l^orth  Leith,  in  179^,  and  is  chiefly 
maintained  by  voluntary  contributions.  The  in- 
*  digerit  blind,  who  are  the  objects  of,  the  ohaHty, 
.  are  here  taught  tp  work  at  professaoos^suiiaUeto 
their  abilities.  They  make  all  sorts  of  dicker* 
work,  matts,  &c ;  and  some  of  them  are  cvea 
employed  in  weaving,  making  use  in  Ums  faranch 
of  the  fly-bottle.  The  produce  of  thor  work« 
contributes  not  a  little  to  the  support  of  the  in* 
Ktitution* 


MAGDALEN  ASYLVMt 

'  This  institution  was  first  prqjee^ed  ia  tiie  year 
1797,  under  the  title  of  "  The  Phflanthropic  So- 
ciety of  Edmbuiigh."  Its  object  is  to  reclaim  to 
toMtf  of  virtuc.asd  industry  convictSi  chiefly  of 
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the  lensttlQ  hx%  w1k>  have  been  committed  t« 
BrideweliLt  and  other  persons  of  similar  charao* 
Jters^  It  iscbiefly  supported  by  voluiitary  contri- 
biitioii8 ;  and  a&  Aoon  as  the  maaggers  acquire  a 
sufficient  sum  a  building  is  to  be  erected  for  the 
.  purpose.  His  Royal  Highness  the  prince  of  Wales 
lately  became  the^patron  of  this  infismt  undertak- 
ing, and  geneiously  gave  lOoL  Sterling  towards 
the  erection  of  the  house. 

THB  REPOSITORV. 

•    The  Repoatory  is  a  shi^  or  w»re»room9  to 

.iwhich  ladies  in  straitened  circumstances  may 

•end  for. sale  amy  curious*  beautiful*  or  useful  ar* 

^  deles  of  needle  work*  with  the  price  affixed*  and 

.  when  sold  tiie  price  is  remitted  to  them.  :  This 

.  ddicatevwsy  of  rdieving  the  necessities  of  the 

fan:  sex  whomay  requii«  it*  is  certainly  much  to 

be  af^lauded.  The  institution  has  been  patronis- 

ed  by  the  duchess  of  Buccleugh*  and  n^any  oth^ 

persons  of  di6tin<^on. 


SOCIXTY  POU  T»a  RELIEF  OF  KIHISTSEf 
W|I>OVS, 

This  flociety  was  projected  by  the  late  Dr. 
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Webster,  one  of  the  ministers  of  EdinbuT^ht  xtf 
^<ie  year  1749.  Having  subaittted  hia  wdktlne  to 
-the  General  Assembly  of  the  Chtirdl  field  at 
Edinburgh  in  that  year,  it  met  their  warmest  ap- 
probation ;  and  an  act  of  parliament  was  prociur- 
ed  for  the  establishment  of  the  fund  in  1744.  By 
this  scheme,  the  clergry  of  the  established  churchy 
and  the  principals  and  professors  in  thcf  nntversr^ 
tie?,  must  become  members  of  the  societjr  and 
contribute  to  the  fund  in  the  following  pnpat* 
tions;  viz.  those  who  contribute  annually  9b 
12s.  6d.  which  is  the  lowest  yeariy  payment,  giv^ 
a  right  to  their  widows  of  an  anaflity  of  loL 
Sterling ;  contributors  to  the  extent  of  sL  18^ 
9d.  15k  fer  armum  to  their  widowtf  of*  iL  9^ 
entitle  their  widows  to  sol.  yeariy;  and  of  «L 
I  is.  3d.  an  annuity  of  d5L  to  tiwir  widi^wt.  The 
fund  ertablished  by  these  meaasy  liaB  incraased 
irery^conslderaMy,  and  has  been  fotfnd  of  the  ut* 
'most  ut9ity;  tiie  sm^dl  salaries  of  tbe-Scottiilt 
'  elergy  preventing  them  from  otherwise  provide 
ing  for  their*,  families  in  a  manner  answerable  to 
their  importance  and  use  in  society.  The  trqs^ 
tees  for  this  fund  are  the  presbytery  of  £din«- 
burgh.  They  have  a  small  hall  in  the  lane  called 
Scdtt^s  doss, 'for  transacting  their  biuSneBs,  in 
which  is  a  portrait  of  Dr*  Webster,  the  founder 
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ol  the  iasodf  by  Martin,  wbkh  was  pujt  up  at  tho^ 

(qgcpeace  of  the  trmttees* 


jBOeiETY  FO&  TilB  80HS  OF  THE  CLERGY; 

This  society  vas  instituted  in  the  year  IT^ 
hf  a  few  lay  sons  of  clergymen,  £9r  the  ben^^t 
of  the  childrtB  of  the  clergy  of  the  established 
church  of  Scotland*  In  ir^  the  snbicribers  to 
Ihw  laudable  tuslitutioii  were  so  considerable  that 
tiiey  obtatnod  a  royal  chaiter  of  incorporation* 
The  aSon  of  the  society  are  cpndueted  by  a 
president^  a  committee  of  management^  a  treasur- 
er and  secretary. 

Besides  these  charitable  establishments,  are  some 
others,  which,  although  not  calculated  to  decorate 
the  city  by  their  buildings,  are  no  less  worthy  of 
mention.  One  of  these  is  that  of  captain  Wil- 
Mam  Horn,  who  left,  by  his  will  of  the  l7fh  of 
July  1741,  S,50oU  in  trust  to  the  magistrates,  the 
annual  interest  of  which  to  be  divided  on  Christ^ 
mas-day  among  the  poor  out-day  labourers,  who 
9re  at  th^t  season  of  the  year  destitute  of  em* 
ploymentf  This  charity  is  by  that  will  directed 
to  be  given  in  portions  of  5l.  Sterling  to  those 
poor  who  have  large  families,  and  the  one  h^lf  of 
(^4t  SUiR  to  thpse  of  less  number, 
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Another  charity  is  that  of  Rotort  Jofolstoil^ 
LL.  Ds  of  London,  whot  in  the  year  1640,  leA: 
soool.  to  the  city ;  loool..to  be  employed  in  eet-^ 
ting  thepoor  to  work  ;  idool.  to  cloth  the  boys^of 
Heriot's  Hospital ;  and  loool.  for  the  support  of 
bur^rs  {es^liibitiQn«r8).at  die  soivertity* 

John  9trachan,  a  writer  in  Edinburgh,  left  also, 
z^nt  the  beginning  of  the  last  century,  his  estate 
^fl  (;raigcrQok,.  in  the  vicinity  of  the  city,  in  trust 
to  the  presbytery  of  £dinbttrgh»  to  be  by  them- 
bestowed  in, small  annual  aums  to  poor  old  peo« 
pie,  not  under  sixty  five  yeai^  of  a|^  and  to  ar^ 
phans  not  above  twdve.  The  income  of  tbift 
^tate  is  now  upwards  of  800l»  ^  t 
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fUBLIC  AMUSEMENTS. 


THE  THEATRE. 

nPHE  Theatre  stands  at  the  north  end  of  the 
"■-  North  Bridge,  nearly  opposite  to  the  ele- 
;gant  building  of  the  Register  Office,  and  in  the 
middle  of  a  small  square  called  Shakespear 
Square.  This  building  presents  but  a  mean  ap- 
pearance when  contrasted  with  the  other  public 
edifices  in  Edinburgh ;  and  it  is  a  reflection  on 
the  taste  of  the  citizens  not  to  have  a  better 
place  for  the  exhibition  of  such  rational  enter- 
tainments as  those  of  the  stage.  Were  it  not  for 
a  wretched  portico  attached  to  the  building, 
which  takes  away  the  bam-like  appearance  it 
,would  otherwise  have,  the  Theatre  would  make 
a  very  poor  figure.  On  what  may  be  called  the 
^o;th  front,  over  the  principal  entrance,  is  a  sta* 
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tue  of  the  immortal  EngMsh  dramfttie  bai^,  nap* 
ported  by  the  Tragic  and  the  Comae  Muse* 
Though  the  outside^  howerer,  presents  no  pre«- 
possessing  appearance,  jet  the  inside  of  the 
buildiag  is  n«t  destitute  of  accommodatioo^ 
This  buildiag  ViriA  d|iened  for  ezhibftions  in  the 
year  1 769.  The  prices  of  admission  at  thattioAe 
were  at  the  rate  of  three  shillings  for  the  boies 
and  pit«  two  shillings  for  the  first  gallery,  and  oi^ 
shilling  for  the  second  or  upper  gallery<  Tha 
prices  of  the  seats  in  the  boxes  were  lately  rastk 
ed  to  four  shillings ;  but  the  prices  of  the  eeaU 
in  the  other  parts  of  the  house  still  remain  at  the 
old  rate* 

The  origin  of  theatrical  exhibitions  in  Scotkind 
!s  perhaps  milch  the^same  with  those  of  England* 
Abotit  the  beginning  of  the  Isth  century,  a  rs^ 
ligious  spectacle,  entitled  «  A  Miracle  Play  of 
St.  Catherine,''  was  composed  by  the  abbot  of 
St  Alban's,  and  acted  at  Dunstable,  which  is  ac« 
counted  the  first  exhibition  of  the  kind  repr6* 
sented  in  the  inland.  Not  l6ng  after  this  the^e 
spectacles  found  their  Way  int6  Scotland;  and 
miracles  and  mysteries  were  firequently  repre- 
fcnted  by  the  Scottish  clergy.  At  the  Reforma- 
tion, however,  the  sacred  drama  ceased,  and 
the  curtain,  on  religious  exhibitions,  was  drop- 
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ptd  for  ever.  Th^se,  however,  yrnc  almost  Im- 
mediately  succeeded  by  secular  representations  J 
Prior  to  this  time^  indeed,  some  faint  traces  of 
dramatic  exhibitions  have  feeen  discovered  to 
have  existed  in  Scotland.*  As  early  as  the  reigrf 
of  James  IT,  one  John  Inglish  and  his  confipany 
performed  af  that  prince's  marriage  vrith  Mar<^ 
garet  of  England.  In  the  minority  of  James  V. 
the  entertainments  called  Interludes  were  fre- 
qtient ;  and'  in  the  year  1538,  when  Mary  of  Lor- 
raine espoused*  James  V,  *♦  there  Wtt-e  at  Edin-? 
burgh  great  triumph j^  farces,  and  p^ys,  ihade^ 
unto  the  queen's  grace." 

These  plays,  howe\^er,  were'  perhaps  performw 
ed  by  itinerant  companies  firom  Trdnce  or  Eng- 
land, nnd  their  introduction  into'  Scotland  may* 
be  rather  deduced  from  these  countries,  than  as 
fating  their  rise  among  the  Scots  themselves.  TM 
earliest  efTort  of  the  dramatic  muse  north  of  the 
Tweed,  which  has  hitherto  been  discovered,  fr 
**  j4rt^  Satire  of  the  Three  Estaitsy  in  commenda- 
tion of  verteu  and  virturpation  of  vyce,  made  be 
sir  David  Lindsey  of  the  Mont,"  which  was  play* 
cd  at  the  feast  of  the  Epiphany,  January  1539, 
at  "  Lithgoe,  before  the  kinge  and  quene."  Se- 
veral other  dramatic  pieces  in  the  Scottish  lan- 
guage werq  about  this  time  ynrote  by  sir  David 
Lindsay,  and  were  acted  at  the  play.-fi«lds  of  Cu» 
Ff 
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j>ar-Fifc  and  of  EdiBburgh,  in  ^e  open  air  «  50^ 
ti}eaiher  served*/* 

These  exhibitions  met  with  a  temporary-  4Tr 
piUlse  fit>m  the  clergy.  The  obscenities  vyith 
which  the  pliys  were  mixed  may  have  perhaps 
had  some  weight  in  raising  the  indignation  o£ 
these  teachers  of  religious  and  moral  duties  ;  but 
the  chief  cause  of  their  opposition  seems  to  have 
arisen  from  the  satirical  manner  in  which  sir  Da* 
vid  exposed  to  the  public  the  scandalous  lives 
of  the  priests  and  monks.  A  council  of  the 
clergy,  in  consequence,  was  held  in  the  church  of 
the  Blackfriars  at  Edinburgh,  in  March  1558, 
which,  after  deliberating  on  the  tendency  of  these 
representations,  ordered,  that  the  book  containing 
'  sir  David  Lindsay's  poems  and  plays  should  be 
biunt  by  the  hands  of  the  common  executioner. 
After  the  reformation,  however,  had  establish- 
fed  itself  in  Scotland,  the  exhibitions  of  the  stage 
were  again  revived.  On  the  17th  of  January 
1568,  "  a  play  made  by  Robert  Scmple"  was 


*  Th€  place  where  ihc«e  exhibitions  were  perforns- 
ed  at  Edinburgh  was  in  a  hollow  at  the  bottom  of  \hi 
north  west  side  of  the  Calton-hi!!,  tailed  the  Grc4:ii- 
tidc  well.  Kirg  James  11,  in  X456,  j^ratified.thU  spot 
.of  ground  to  the  citizens  of  Edinburgh,  fort|ie  p)irr 
f^Gse  of  holding  tilts  and  toamaavnts. 
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^ofofmed  at  Edinburgh  before  the  regent  Maf'' 
^y,  and  several  of  the  Scottish  nobility ;  and  itt 
the  year  1592,  James  VI-  licensed  a  company  ot 
players  from  England,  to  perform  in  the  city. 
The  reformed  clergy  now  took  the  alarm»  and  zti 
act  pf  the  Kirk  Sesjion^  prohibiting  people  from 
resorting  to  places  of  profane  amuseipents,  oif 
pain  of  church  censure,  was  published.  This 
act,  however,  was  in  November  1599  annulled 
hy  royal  authority,  and  dramatic  exhibitions  were 
permitted  as  formerly. 

'  **  Philotus,*'  a  comedy,  said  to' have  been  that 
performed  before  the  regent  Murray,  arfd  of 
which  Robert  Semple  was  the  author,  was  printed 
at  Edinburgh  in  1603.  In  the  same  year  also  wa» 
.  pttblished  a  tragedy  under  the  title  of"  Dartuj" 
and  in  the  following  year 'three  other  tragedies^ 
the  production  of  sir  William  Alexander,  after- 
wards earl  of  Stirling. 

During  the  civil  and  religious  dissentions  in  the 
reign"  of  Charles  I,  and  the  wars  which  deso- 
*lated  the  country  in  the  protectorate  of  Crom- 
well, the  minds  of  men  were  occupied  with  other 
concerns  than  the  amusements  of  the  stage ;  and 
theatrical  exhibitions  for  that  time  seem,  to  haVft 
been  banished  from  Edinburgh.  Soon  after  the 
Restoration  of  Charles  11,  however,  they  began  to 
make  thdr  appearance ;  and  on  the  festival  of  BU 
F  f  2 
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Johny  a  play  qallecl  *'  Marciano,  or  the  Di^ci^ 
very,''  by  Sir  Thomas  Sydsedfj  was  acted  before 
the  earl  of  Rothes,  then  high  commissioner  to  the 
Scottish  parliament,  and  his  court,  at  the  palace-  of 
Jioljrroodhousc. 

.  In  tbe  years  I68I,  and  1682,  while  the  duke  of 
York,  (afterwards  James  II.)  then  cotrnmissioner 
to  the  Scottish  parliament,  with  his  duchess,  and 
his  daughter  the  princess  Anne  (afterwards  queeii 
Anne)  resided  in  Edinburgh,  a  splendid  court 
was  kept  at  the  palace  of  Holyroodhouse ;  and  a 
|[:oi9pany  of  comedians^  who  accompanied  hisro^ 
a1  highness,  frequently  performed  in  the  Tennis- 
lull,  for  th«  entertainment  of  the  court.  These 
perfonners,  if  we  may  credit  Drydeu's  satiriail 
account  of  them,  seem  not  to  have  been  the  iQpft 
excellent  in  their  profession.  The  best  part  of 
the  troop  had  gone  to  Oxford,  as  they  bad  been 
/iccustomed  to  do,  to  perform  at  the  annual  pub- 
,lic  acts  in  that  city.  In  the  following  verae^ 
Pryden^.with  considerable  humour,  mak^s  theq^ 
jipologize  to  the  university  for  the  small  mimbor 
tpf  the  company,  and  insinuates  that  the  und^v 
Jings  only  had  gone  0  the  Scottish  metropdii* . 

Pur  brethren  have  from  Thames  to  Tweed,  d^ 

parted. 
To  Edinburgh  gone,  or  coach'd  or  carted  i 
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With  bonny  blue  cap  ihcte  they  act  all  night 
•PorScotcllHa!f-crown8,inEngliihfhfC«pericehight. 
One  nymph)  to  whom  fat  sir  John  Fakt^fTs  \€saii 
There  With  her-  stegle  person  fills  the  sceivtv 
iAtiothef^  with  long  use  and  age  decayed. 
Died  here  old  woman,  and  rose  there  a  maidi 
Ottr  trtiMty-  door-keeper,  of  former  time, 
There  struts  airid  swaggers  in  heroie  rhyme*  ' 
TKfck  but  a  copper  lace' to  drugget  suit, 
Afld  there^s  a  hero  marfe  wthout  dispute ; 
Ajfti'that  whfch  was  a  capon's  tail  before, 
Beebm^a  plume  for  Indian  emperor^ 
■  But  all  his  sitbjects,  to  express  the  care 
Of  Tmitatfon,  go  like  Indian  bare. 
I,ac«d  lirie!i;there  would  be  a  dangerous  ttmg  f 
It  riiightj  perhaps,  a  new  rebellion  bring; 
The  Scot  who  wore  it  would  be  chosen  king; 

Iftoiu^li  perhaps  not  entirely  devoid  of  truth, 
this  hidkrous  description  of  the  Scottish  theatre 
€e»CaMily  exajfgerates  the  difficulties  under  which 

•  *ht*  pA-formers  feboured. '  Notwithstanding  that 
ti^^e  might  be  no  proper  apartment  for  the  pur* 
po^  ot  sc^ftes  ol»  dresses  exactly  suited  to  the 
personti'who  i^re  represented,  yet,  in  a  cotnt 
such  as  was  Kclyroodhouse  at  that  time,  we 

•  iftay-  suppose^  that -tlie  characters  would  bfr  at 
least  respectably  supported. 

IfS 
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The  events  which  followed  this  peHod  i^an 
put  a.  stop  to  the  exhibition  of  dramatic  pieces  in 
Scotland,  The  abdication  of  James,  and  Ihe 
accessign  of  William  involved  the  eountiy  in  a 
series  of  disturbances  $  and  the  accession  of  Anne, 
and  the  union  of  the  kingdoms,  were  events 
whiqfa  so  complete!/  occupied  the  minds  oftlw 
public,  that  little  encouragement  was  offered-to 
stage^venturers.  Presbytenanism,  whidi  at  the ' 
accession  of  William  had  been  established  in 
Scotland,  was  likewise  un&vourable  to  any  at- 
tempt of  this  kind.  For  these  reasons*  scenic  re- 
presentation were  for  many  years  ^tirely  dis- 
couraged in  this  country*  In  the  year  1714,  how- 
ever, ^en  a  number  of  the  Scottish  nobility  and 
gentry  were  assembled  in  Edinburgh,  at  a  grand 
procession  of  the  Royal  Company  of  Archers,  the 
play  of  «  Macbeth"  was  performed  in  the  Ten* 
nis-hall,  near  the  palace  of  Holyro^dhousei 

On  this  occasion  a  disturbance  happaud 
which :  threatened  disagreeable  conaequencMs* 
One  part  of  the  audience,  friends  oi  the  abdicat- 
ed family,  called  for  the  time  <^  ^  Mi^y  the  kmg 
'  ^'V'^y  ^Af  ain  again  /"  which  was  violently  oppo^ 
sed  by  the  opposite  political  party.  A  riot. on* 
sued ;  but  happily  neither  party  proceeded  t£)a> 
ttcmes  in  their  resentment* 
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, .  Jm  tjie.  following  year  the  standard  was  reared 

Jn.  Scolia^  for  the  exiled  prince;  but  the  efforts 

,c»f  his  friends  were  unequal  to  the  task  of  raising 

iJiim  to  the  throne  which  had  been  forfeited,  and 

^jiroscnption,  desolation,  and  all  the  miseries  pf 

civil  war  were  the  consequence..    When  the 

Mprm  had  subsidedy  however,  itinerant  parties  of 

<^  payers  occasionally  visited  ^Edinburgh ;  and  an- 

iiiual  •exhibitions  «f  this  kind  were  presented  in 

ihe  citf«    At  the  head  of  the  first  of  these  was 

.  Sigoora  Violante,  an  Italian  la^Yt  celebrated  £or 

feats  of  strength,  postures,  and  tumbling ;  female 

..accomplishments  which  the  delicacy  of  the  citi- 

•  zeos  did  not  think  disagreeable.    The  reception 

which  she  met  with  in  these  exhibitions,  indu« 

.  ced.  her  to  fit  tip  a  house  in  Can-ubber's  close^ 

and  eolleCit  a  company  of  Bn^^lish  comedians,  tp 

.perform;  plays  in  that  pake.    The  city  was  an- 

jiually  visited  by  a  company  of  strolling  players 

after  this  period  till  the  year  1727.    At  this  time 

the  dei^gy,  alarmed  at  the  encouragement  which 

■  was  given  to  these  sons  of  Thespis  sounded  an 

alanxk  against  the  growing  evU;  and  ^*  An  Act 

2ind  Exhortation"  was  fulminated  from  the  pul- 

.  pits. against  those  who  attended  theatrical  exhibi- 

.  tions*  .Tihe  magistrates  of  Edinburgh,  also,  zea- 

Jous  to  preserve  the  religion  of  their  anc.eitor« 

oncontanxinated  by  each  profane  amusementa^ 
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Interdicted  the  players  from  acting  in  ai!y  place 
within  their* jurisdiction.  The  clergy  were  to 
pleased  with  this,  that  they  appointed  a  sokmn 
deputation  of  their  number  to  waitfon  themagi- 
Btrates,  and  express  the  thanks  of  the  presbytny 
to  them  «  for  the  just  zeal  they  had  shown  in  the 
matter." 

Theatrkal  exhibitions,  notwithstandrag  these 
expressions  of  fanaticism  and  ignorant  zealy  did 
not  want  friends  in  the  city.  The  interdietion  of 
the  magistrates  was  brought  under  the  review  of 
the  Court  of  Session  ;  and  in  the  year  1728,  l^ile 
the  cause  was  still  pending,  a  new  company,  pfoi 
tected  by  the  nobility  and  the  gentlemen  of  the 
Scottish  bar,  again  ventured  to  open  an  exhibatida 
in  the  Tennis-court  of  Holyro6dhouse. 

The  stage  in  Edinbufgh  continued  in  this  sfcffe 
For  several  years,  without  its  enemies  bein^  aWe 
to  cnish  it  by  their  influence,  or  its'  friends  by 
their  interest  to  establish  it  under  the  sanctrcm  of 
royal  authority.  In  1 730  the  celebrated  Scottislt 
poet  Allan  Ramsay,  built.  Sit  his  own  expence,  th? 
first  regular  theatre  for  dramatic  perfbrmanccs 
which  Edinburgh  possessed.  It  was  situated  In 
the  lane  called  Carrubber's  cloSe.  But  Ramsay 
did  not  long  enjoy  his  new  character  as  mana- 
ger of  a  theatre.  The  clergy  whose  angert  hj 
'  long  repression,  now  burst  o«t  into  fury,  «• 
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conded  l>y  fhe  exertions  of  the  magistrates,  and 
even  by  those  of  the  members  of  the  university, 
at  last  effected  the  downfal  of  the  most  ra- 
tional entertainment  which  civUized  nationd  can 
enjoy.  Ah  act  was  passed  in  the  year  1 737,  pro- 
liibiting  the  performance  of  stage  plays  in  Scot- 
land, without  his  majesty's  licence  and  letters- 
j>atent  for  that  purpose. 

Immediately  upon  the  passing  of  this  act,  the 
presbytery  oi  Edinburgh,  in  their  zeal  to  prose- 
cute those  whom  they  styled  the  servant j  of  Satan, 
l>rought,  at  their  own  expence,  an  action  against 
the  unfortunate  players.  The  cause  was  decid- 
ed against  them ;  and  the  drama  was  suspended 
for  a  time  in  the  Scottish  capital.  A  bill  ha- 
ving been  soon  afterwards  (17S9)  brought  into 
parliament  ■  to  enable  his  majesty  to  licence  a 
theatre  in  Edinburgh,  a  violent  opposition  again 
conunenced.  Petitions  agdnst  it  were  presented 
to  the  House  of  Commons  from  the  magistrates 
and  town«<ounciU  the  principal  and  professors  of 
the  university,  and  the  dean  of  guild  and  his  coun- 
cil; and  in  consequence  of  this  opposition  it  was 
thought  proper  to  lay  the  design  aside  altoge- 
ther. 

But  although  fanaticism  obtained  the  victcny 
M  this  time  over  reason,  theatrical  entertainments 
«rere   not  entirely  bani^ed  ^xna/£dinburgh» 
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JLn  apartment  called  the  TaBor's  Hall  \ras  Ctfexl 
up  as  a  tbeatre^  a  way  of  evading  the  act  was 
easily  found  out  ♦,  and  the  dramas  of  Shafeespear, 
Ben  Johnson,  and  Congreve,  were  listened  to 
with  pleasure  by  numerous  auditors.  The  en- 
couragement thus  given  to  the  stage,  in  defiance 
of  every  (^position,  which  ecclesiastical  zeal  ac- 
companied by  the  arm  of  secular  power  bad 
thrown  in  its  way,  continued  to  increase ;  and  in 
.  the  year  1746,  after  the  last  attempt  of  the  House 
of  Stewart  had  failed,  and  the  commotion  occa- 
sioned by  that  attempt  subsided,  a  small  thea- 
tre was  erected  in  a  back  area  near  St.  John's 
Cfoss,  Canon^ate.  The  foundation  stone  of  this 
building  was  laid  by  Mr.  Ryan  of  Covent-garden. 

This  theatre  Was  built  partly  by  subscription, 
and  partly  on  credit,  and  the  performances  were 
carried  on  in  it  under  the  same  evasion  of  the  hyr 
as  formerly.  Performers  of  merit,  at  this  time, 
.  from  the  British  capital,  occasionally  visited  the 
Edinburgh  theatre,  among  whom  Sparks,  Lacy, 
and  De  Lane,  deserve  notice.    . 

About  the  year  1752,  Mr.  Lee,  an  actor  of  that 
period,  purchased  the  Canongate  theatre  from 


•  The  evaiion  usually  resorted   to   was  tfiai  of 
««  A  Concert  of  Mu8u:,  with  a  Play  between  the  acts." 
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jfiie  orjgmal  prc^etors  for  648t  and  lOdl.fer 
4innum  during  the  lives  of  the  lessees.  Mr.  Lee 
having  failed  in  his  engagements,  he  was  dismis- 
sed from  the  management  by  the  gentlemen  who 
had  become  security  for  him,  and  one  James 
Callcnder,  a  merchant  of  Edinburgh,  was  appoint- 
ed to  conduct  the  business  of  the  theatre. 

Mr.  Callender  engaged,  as  acting  manajger,  the 
well-known  perforJ3ier  Mr.Digges.  Under  this 
gentleman's  management,  the  business  of  the 
stage  went  on  for  some  time  with  considerable 
success;  several  good  perforihers  were  engaged 
in  it ;  and  others  visited  it  at  times  from  London, 
particularly  the  celebrated  Mrs  Bellamy.  But 
Digges's  imprudence  involving  him  in  pecuniary" 
cmrbarr^ssments,  he  retired  from  Edinburgh  with- 
out the  customary  formality  of  taking  leave.  Mr. 
Callander,  however,  still  continued  to  manage 
tlie  theatre,  ard  in  conjunction  with  Mr.  Love, 
a  performer,  directed  the  business  of  the  stage. 

After  the  unfortunate  disturbances  of  1745, 
the  spectators  at  the  theatre  frequently  displayed 
a  spirit  of  political  dissention.  On  the  anniver- 
sary of  the  battle  of  Culloden,  in  the  year  1749, 
some  military  gentlemen  who  were  in  the  thea- 
tre called  out  to  the  orchestra  to  play  the  tune 
-of  "  Culloden.^*  This  was  regarded  by  the  rest  • 
^f  "the  audience  as  ^xx  insolent  and  iinnianly  nje*"" 
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thod  of  npbrai^in'g  the  country  for  her  rnkfof' 
tunes.    They  accordingly^  in  opposition  to  this» 
ordered  the  musicians  to  play  **  Ytn^re  qvekomc 
Charlie  Stewart/*     The  band  complying  with 
this  last  request,  instantly  struck  up  the  tune  in 
question.    The  military  gentlemen,  leaping  upon 
the  stage,  immediately  attacked  them,  sword  in 
hand ;  but  the  sons  of  OqiAieus,  being  unable  to 
cope  with  men  trained  to  battle,  instantly  disap- 
peared.   The  officers,  in  the  mean  time,  were 
assailed  from  the  gallesies  with  apples,  broken 
benches,  and  every  missile  which  could  be  pro- 
cured. As  the  persons  who  attacked  tbem  in  this 
quarter  could  not  be  repelled  from  the  stage,  the 
officers  at  one*  consulted  their  own  safety,  and 
went  in  quest  of  revenge,  to  storm  the  gallerieg. 
But  the  inhabitants  of  the  upper  npgions  had  bar- 
ricaded the  doors ;  and  the  Highland  chairmen 
without,  hearing  *  the  nature  of  the  quarrel,  at- 
tacked the  poor  officers  in  the  rear  with  their 
poles,  who,  being  unable  either  to  advance  cr 
retreat,  surrendered   at  discretion,  leaving  the 
chairmen  masters  of  the  fields    No  serious  irir?- 
fortune  happened  in  consequence  of  this  affray  j 
but,  to  prevent  similar  disturbances  in  future, 
bills  were  next  day  posted  up,  in  which  it  was 
notified,  that  the  musicians  would  play  no  tunes 
biit  such  as  were  selected  by  the  managers^ 
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Kbt  long  after  thisy  another  disturbance,  en  ti 
Yery  different  account,  however,  happened  at  the 
Canongate  tteatre.  This  wa«  occasioned  by  the 
performance  of  Garrick's  celebrated  ferce  of 
<«  High  Life  below  Stair&J*  The  footmen,  highlf 
..resenting  such  a  satire  on  their  fraternity,  resolv- 
ed to  stop  the  performance.  Accordingly,  on 
the  second  night  of  its.  being  announced^as.  a  part 
of  the  entertainntent,  Mr.  Love,  one  of  the  mana^- 
gers,  came  upon  the  stage,  and  read  a  letter,  con- 
taining the  most  violent  denunciations  of  ven- 
geance, both  against  the  actors  and  house,  if  the 
piece  shoiild  be  represented.  Notwithstanding  of 
this^  threatening,  the  performers  were  ordered"  to 
%o  on  with  the  piece.  The  gentlemen  who  at 
this  time  attended  the  theatre,  had  provided  for 
the  accommodation  of  their  servants  in  the  upper 
gallery  5  and  no  sooner  was  the  farce  begun,  than 
a  prodigious  noise  was  heard  from  that  quarter. 
The  footmen  were  ordered  by  their  masters  ta 
be  silent,  but  without  success*  The  gentlemen 
who  were  their  masters^  assisted  by  other  parta 
of  the  audience,  immediately  went  up  to  the 
gallery  to  quiet  them  by  force;  but  it  was  not 
fill  after  a  battle,,  and  the  gentlemen  of  the  cloth 
fairly  overpowered  by  numbers,  and  turned  oitt 
of  the  house,  that  order  was  restored.  The  ser- 
vants &opi  this  time,  on  account  of  the  insult  of* 
Or 
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Tered,  were  deprived  of  the  freedom  of  the  fhea^ 
Ire.  ■  \ 

Mr.  Callender,  soon  after  this,  relinquished  hi? 
situation  in  the  tlleatre  to  David  Beat,  anotiiqr 
fcitizen  of  Edinburgh,  Mr.  I.ove  also  withdrew 
'himself,  and  was  succeeded  by  John  Dawson  of 
Ife^xastle.  These  new  managers,  however,  did 
.did  not  long  succeed  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
public.  Dissentions  arose  among  the  perform^ 
crs  which  their  authority  was  unable  to  allay ; 
and  two  parties  were  formed  in  the  theatre,  each 
«of  which  had  their  friends  among  the  public.  In 
a  riot  which  unfortunately  ensued,  the  house  in 
the  Canongate  was  totally  demolished,  to  the  no 
'Small  pleasure  of  the  opposers  of  theatrical  en^ 
tertainments. 

The  consequence  of  this  disaster  was  an  action 
<of  damages  brought  by  the  proprietors  of  the 
theatre  against  those  who  were  concerned  in  the 
riot.  This  the  rioters  warded  off  by  a  counter 
•fiction  against  the  proprietors,  founded  on  their 
having  been  concerned  in  stage-performances,  ia 
open  defiance  of  an  act  of  parliament.  These 
actions,  however  were  mutually  dropped,  boti 
jpartics  having  seen  that  neither  could  be  pursue^ 
with  the  prospect  of  ultimate  success. 

The  theatre  was  once  more  fitted  up,  and  per* 
Jfonners  of  .eminence  were  frgm  time  to  tiasc  en^ 
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faged  in  the  repreeentations.  Nothing  materia]^ 
owever,  occurs  in  its  history  till  the  period  when 
the  tragedy  of  Donglas  was  first  performed  in 
Edinburgh,  on  the  night  of  the  14th  December 
1756*  The  circumstances  which  happened  oh 
this  occasion  form  a  remarkable .  sera  in  the 
history  of  the  Scottish  stage.  The  play  was  well 
received :  but  when  it  was  understood  that  the 
author  was  a  minister  of  the  church  of  Scotland^ 
his  brethren  took  the  alarm,  the  ecclesiastical 
standard  was  reared,  and  religion  and  morals 
were  declared  to  be  in  danger.  What  added  to 
the  flame  was,  that  several  clergymen,  friends  of 
the  author,  had  once  or  twice  attended  the  thea- 
tre, a  thing  by  no  means  uncommon  at  that  time, 
though  perhaps  it  had  not  been  done  in  so  pub- 
lic a  manner.  The  presbytery  of  Edinburgh^ 
tv'hose  zeal  seems  to  have  been  the  most  forward, 
met  often  on  the  alarming  subject,  suspended  fof- 
a  time  such  ministers  within  their  jurisdiction 
as  had  witnessed  the  representation,  and  wrote 
warm  letters  to  the  several  presbyteries  to  whoni 
any  of  the  offending  clefgymen  belonged,  insist- 
ing on  their  proceeding  with  rigour  against  them. 
With  respect  to  the  play  itself,  they  attacked 
it  on  account  of  its  pretended  irreligious  and  im- 
moral tendency,  alleging,  in  support  of  this  heavy 
charge,  that  there  were  certain  impious  invocaj-c 
Gg2 
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tions,  or  mock  prayers  in  it ;  an  expression  of 
liorrid  swearing,  and  that  it  encouraged  suicide. 
They  at  the  same  time  emitted  an  admonition 
and  exhortation^  levelled  against  all  those  who 
frequented  what  they  supposed  th^  temple  of  the 
Father  of  Lies^  and  ordered  it  to  T>e  read  in  a& 
the  churches  wjthin  their  bounds.  Jn  tins  ad- 
dress the  presbytery,  after  bewailing  the  melan- 
jcholy  growth  of  immorality  and  irretigion,  pro- 
ceeded to  "  warn,  exhort,  obtest,  and  plead,  With 
all  within  their  bounds,  to  discourage  the  illegal 
and  dangerous  entertainments  oif  the  stage ;  and 
to  re8tr;un  those  under  their  inHuence  from  fr6- 
tjuenting  such  seminai-ies  of  vice  and  foUy.**  Thfc 
presbytery  of  Glasgow,  also,  eager  to  shew  thcfir 
zeal,  though  they  do  not  appear  to  have  had  any 
immediate  concern  in  the  business.  Joined  in  the 
general  clamour, . «  lamenting  the  melanchoFy 
fact,  that  there  should  be  a  tragedy  written  by  ii 
ijninister  of  the  church  of  Scotland  T* 

Mr.  John  Home,  the  accomplished  -author  of 
this  tragedy,  was  however  never  proceeded  a- 
gainst ;  but  while  the  presbytery  of  Haddii^ton, 
of  which  he  was  a  member,  were  deliberating 
jabput  it,  he  gave  in  his  demEission,  which  was  ac- 
cepted, jtn.d  he  withdrew  for  e\'er  from  a  profes- 
sion, whose  rigid  sanctity,  in  the  -opinion  of  a 
few,  hadbe^  violated  by  the  writing  of  «  Ooug^ 
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bs/^  Mr.  Home  yet  lives,  and  has  hadE  the  satis-- 
factigii  to  see  the  prej.udices  of  many  in  his  coun^ 
try  completely  subdued ;  and  that  performance 
y^hlch,  procured  its  author  so  much  obloquy  at 
one « time,  now  become  a  subject  of  national^ 
pride* 

•*.To  account  for  this  extraordinary  phenome-^ 
Hon  (says  Dr.  Carlyle)  so  far  down  in  the  eigh- 
teenth centuty,  it  is  to  be  observed,  that  not  z 
few  well-meaning  people,  and  all  the  zealots  of 
that  tim«,  were  seriously  ofiended  with  a  clergy-* 
piaA  for  writing,  a  tragedy,  even  though  of  virtue 
oup  tendency,  and  with  his  brethren  for  giving 
jbim  countenancer  They  were  joined  by  others 
«ut  of  mere  envy.  At  the  same  time,  certain 
leaders  of  the  moderate  party  among  the  clergy, 
iiaving  become  jealous  of  some  young  clergy- 
xnen,  who  had  discovered  talents  for  business,  be-- 
thought  themselves  of  fiiing  a  stigma  upon 
them  that  might  prevent  their  rising  into  in- 
Huence.  in  the  councils  of  the  church.  With 
this  view  they  united  with  their  former  oppo- 
,  nents,  joined  them  in  their  cry  against  the  dread- 
ful crime  of  attending  stride  plays,  and  led  them 
into  measures  for  brhiging  one  of  the  offend- 
€r>,  whom.tliey  thought  they  could  easiest  reach,. 
by  means  of  his  presbytery,  to  condign  punish- 
ment.. To  this  wa»  added,  at  the  same  time,^'» 
GfcS      . 
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«mal1  share  of  pofitical  eninityy  which  bowSl  t« 
'blend  the  p2t€e8  together  in  a  manner  tfaert!to« 
fore  unlcnownund  unusual.*' 

The  'General  Assembly  of  the  Church,  met  in 
T757,  accordmgly  made  a  decUrratorf  act  in 
which  they  enjoined  all  presbyteries,  «  to  take 
care  that  none  of  the  ministers  of  this  x^ureh  do 
iipon  any  occasion  attend  the  theatre."  As  ftti 
was  the  first  act  of  the  Assembly  ^g^mtst  tiie 
Btage,  it  was  Httle  regarded,  and  the  cleiigy,  ai 
they  tad  formerly  done,  continued  still  to  attend 
the  theatreoccasionally.  Nay  to  remarkable  was 
the  Change  \(inch  afterwards  took  place,  that  du* 
ring  the  sitting  of  the  General  Assembly  in  the 
year  1784,  when  the  great  actress  Mrs.  Siddons 
'first  appeared  in  Edinburgh,  that  ecclesiastical 
coui-t  was  necessitated  to  fix  all  its  important 
lousiness  for  the  alternate  days  on  which  she  did 
not  perform,  as  all  the  younger  menibers,  clergy 
.as  wc*ll  as  laity,  tooTc  Hh^ir  places  in  the  theatre 
t)n  those  days  by  three  In  the  Tiftemoon !  The 
benefits  which  have  accrued  to  the  cler^  shice 
an  attendance  at  the  theatre  was  allowed,  is  rery 
apparent ;  and  that  rustic  vulgarity  of  provin- 
cial dialect,  which  formerly  disgraced  the  pnlpit, 
'is  now  almost  banished  from  the  nwimbcrs  ofthjt 
^tabjished  chmxlv 
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'-  '*niealb4cal  entertainments  contmning  to  be  «»• 
«»tmiged  in  Edinburgh,  a  new  pla^^house  was 
begun  in  1768  ;  and  when  the  extension  of  the 
royalty  over  the  New  Town  was  obtained,  a 
eiause  was  added  to  the  bill  enaUing  his  majes* 
^Y  to  license  a  theatre  in  Edinburgh,  which  since 
that  tinie  has  been  dignified  with  the  title  of  the 
«  Theatre-Royal."  The  expencc  of  die  house, 
vardrdbe^and  scenery,  amounted  to  about  5O0OL 
Sterling,  and  it  was  opened  for  exhibition  under 
the  m«uiageme&t  of  Mr.  David  Ross,  of  Covent* 
Oardbn  theatre,'in  •December  1769.  This  gen- 
tleman having  ^become  patentee  by  purchase 
continued  his  exertiens  for  a  ihort  tin\e  under 
the  santtion^df  the  royal  authority.  But  the  ill 
'Success  he  met  "^th  considerably  damped  the  ap- 
<lotir  with  which  he- commenced  his  theatrical 
career;  and  the  unlucky  accident  of  the  North 
'Bridge  falling  lessened^^s  expectations  as  to  the 
profits  of  the  ensuing  season. 

Mr.' Ross  having  thus  been  unsuccessful  in  hrS 
'Ifirat  season  let  the  theatre  to  the  celebrated 
^Toote,  who  brought  with  him  such  a  company 
as  insured  success  at  the  second  opening  of  the 
house.  Among  Foote's  troop  were  the  wetl 
"known  performers  Woodward  and  Weston, 
^uch  was  his  success,  that,  after  deducting  all  ex- 
jliencesi  he  cleared  considerably  upwards  «f.ia 
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tfioueand  f)dttiid89  with  which  he  'xtturDefT  to' 
txmcfon.^  The  management  upon  this  was  conr 
veyed  by  Foote  to  Messrs.  Digges  and  Bland*" 
These  managers  set  out  with  an  eioceUent  com* 
pany,  in  which  Mrs.  Haitky  made  her  first  a^ 
pearance.  Bland*  in  conjanctioh  with  Digges^ 
eontkaed  to  manage  the  theatre  for  sereraLyearf' 
with  various  success,  till  Mr.  D^gess  &om  hia 
imprudence*  was  once  more  obliged  to  Iqivr 
Edinburgh. 

Signor  Dominleo  Corri^  and  Mr.  Wilkinson  of 
York,  successively  held  the  current  lease  after 
the  departure  of  Digges  >  and  the  business  of  the 
stage  was  occasionally  superintended  by  Mr^. 
Bland,  till  the  yeaj  I7»l,  whea  Mr.  Jacksoitpur- 
ehased  the  theatse,  wardrobe,  scenery,  &c.  from 
the  late  patentee,  Mr»  David  Rpss^^  During  Mr.^ 
Jackson's  management,  in  the  year  1788,  an  oc- 
currence happened  in  the  theatre*  which  shews- 
how  difficult  it  is  &>r  a  manager  to  introduce  a 
n^w  pei'former  into  parts  which  custom  has  sane* 
tiOned  as  the  property  ot  another.  •  This  was  the- 
caseof  Mr.  James  Fenndl,  a  young- performer  of 
co^nMfderable  merit,  having  parts  allotted  to  him  by 
the>matiager,'in  which  the  public  had  lon^  beea 
accustomed  to  see  Mr.  Woods.  Several  distniw 
bances  happened  in  the  theatre  on  this  occa- 
sion between   the  £avoureps  of    the  different 
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performers ;  but  the  manager  was  at  last  oblige 
ed  to  comply  with  the  voice  of  the  majority,  and 
Mr.  Fenneil  relinquished  his  situation.  Mr* 
Jadcson  after  a  management  of  ten  years,  wa« 
isucceeded  by  Mr.  Stephen  Kemble,  under  whose 
direeiion  It  remained  till  "November  1800 ;  whea 
It  was  again  taken,  and  is  how  held  by  Mr..Ja<ik- 
son,  in  <ionjunction  with  Mr.  Aickin  of  LiverpooL 
Thehistory  of  the  Theati^e  since  this  last  period 
.mentB  not  jiarticular.notlce. 


-MUSfC 

Muuc.has  always  been  a  favourite  amusement 
'of  the  Scots  in  general,  and  of  the  citizens  of 
Edinburgh,  from -the  most  early  periods ;  and  the 
Scottish  songs  are  universally  admired  for  the 
wild  pathetic  sweetness  which  distinguishes  them 
from  the  music  of  every  other  country.  To  what 
sera  these  songiB  may%e  refeired,  it  is  impossible 
to  decide  with-  certainty.  In  a  dissertation  pub* 
lished  by  the  late  Mr.  William  Tytler,  in  the  first 
fdlume  of  the  Transactions  of  the  Society  of 
Scottish  Antiquaries,  many  of  our  favourite  son^s 
lure  conjectured  to  have  been  in*use  or  compos^ 
tiuring  the  reign  of  James  *I.  But  Mr.  Ritson  as* 
^crts,  with  greater  probability  ef 'truthy  that  wkat 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


i^'in^igined  centuries  old  19  of  tfycfjern  d^fef,  and 
that  no  direct  evidence  can  be  shown,  of  an][ 
tune,  familiar  to  our  ears  at  present,  having  ex- 
isted before  the  Restoration, 

Be  tliat  as  it  may,  however,  it  is  more  thap 
probable  that  the  song  has  existed  in  Scotland 
from  the  rudest  times.  Most  of  our  ancient  au- 
thors speak  of  music ;  and  Winton  the  historian 
records  a  song  composed  upon  the  deat^  of  AleXf 
ander  III,  who  was  accidentally  killed  in  the  year 
1285.  As  this  is  the  earliest  specinien  of  Scot- 
tish song  which  has  been  discovered,  we  shall  be 
excused  for  inserting,  it  in  tjfkis  place. 

Quhen  AJessasdei;  oure  kynge  wes  dedcy^ 

That  Scotland  led  in  lueve  and  le. 
Away  wes  sons  ofTale  and  brede, 
*    Off  wyne  and  wax,  off  gamyn  and  gle  f 
Our  gold  wes  changyd  iato  lede : 

Cxyst,  borne  into  veigynyte. 

Succour  Scotland,  and  remede 

That  stad  in  his  perplexite  T 

In  the  1 5th  century,  the  rules  of  compositioit 
and  the  science  of  music  seem  to  have  been  very 
generally  known.  James  I.  is  celebrated  by  the 
Scottish  historians  as  an  excellent  performeri  an^ 
aft  a  great  theorist  in  music    Upon  the  harp  be 
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fCXCCflled  the  Irish,  or  «.«  sylvestres  Scotii  qiil  in  iUa 
Jtrte  prectpue  suntJ*  In  the  excellent  poem  of 
"^  Peblis  to  the  Play,"  wrote  by  that  prince,  he 
refers  to  songs,  which  perhaps  were  popular  in 
ihc  country  in  his  time.  The  following  stanzas 
inentioh  two  of  these : 

Ane  zoung  man  stent  into  that  steid, 

Als  cant  as  ony  colt, 

Ane  birkin  hat  upon  his  heid^ 

With  ane  bow  and  ane  bolt.; 

'Said,  mirrie  maidinis,  think  nocht  lang, 

The  wedder  is  fair  arid  smolt  *y 

Me  cleikit  tip  ane  hie  ruf  sang, 

Thalrfure  ane  man  to  the  hoh^ 

Quod  he, 
lOf  Peblis  to  the  play. 


He  fippilit  lyke  ane  faderles  fole 
^nd  saidy  be  still,  my  sweit  thing.— 
Be  the  haly  rud  of  Peblis, 
,f  may  nocht  rest  for  greting. — 
He  quhissilit  and  he  pypit  bayth. 
To  mak  hir  blyth  that  melting : 
iWy  hony  hart,  how  sqjis  the  san^-? 
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Thair  jal  be  mirth  at  our  mOmg^  » .    •   ..,' ^ 

bfPeblistotheplajr.  [ 

In  some  of  the  prologues  to  Gavin  Douglas'^ 
translation  of  Virgil,  several  songs  are  likewise 
mentioned ;  and  in  the  "  Complaint  of  Scotland,'* 
published  at  St«  Andrews  in  1549>  is  a  pretty  nti^ 
merous  list. 

Bower,  who  wrote  in  1444-1449,  gives  an  ac- 
count of  the  state  of  music  in  his  time ;  and  de- 
clares it  as  the  opinion  of  many,  that  the  Scottish 
music  not  only  ^equalled,  but  excelled  that  of  ^he 
Irish.  The  historian  John  Major,  whq^ourish- 
ed  about  the  latter  end  of  the  fifteentl;  centm^j,. 
asserts,  that  thie  musicians  of  Scotland  were  as 
perfect  as  those  of  EnglSirii,  although  tjiey  yvere 
not  so  numerous  as  in  the  latter  country.  The 
Highlanders,  says  he,  "  lyra  utuntur,  cujus  chordas 
ex  are-,  et  non  ex  intej tints  animaliumjaciuntf  in 
qua  dulcisiime  modulantur^'* 

James  III.  was  an  encourager  of  the  arts  in 
Scotland ;  and  in  his  reign  one  William  Rogers, 
an  English  musician,  enjoyed  a  considerable  share 
of  the  royal  favour.  James  IV,  who  perished 
gloriously  on  the  field  of  Flowden,  was  likewise 
skilled  in  music.  At  his  marriage,  **  he  played 
of  the  clary cordes,  and  after  of  the  lute;'/ and 
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«« iMynge^K  diniicr,  they  blew  ttoinp^s,  myti* 
HBt^h  and  sakkeboutts."  The  high-spirited 
monarch  James  V.  is  well  known  as  the  reputed 
author  of  two  songs  of  merits  and  considerable; 
huotoufy  «  TAe  Ga&erlmziemanf**  and  the  "  y©//^ 

,  In  the  fehiilies  of  the  feudal  fchlefiJ  6f  heads  of 
clans,  the  Bard  was  a  consideiable  personage* 
The  oflSce  of  this  person  was  upon  festivals  or* 
solemn  occasions  to  feing  or  rehearse  the  splendid 
auctions  of  the  hcfo^fc,  ancestors  of  the  family, 
which  he  accoippanied  with  the  sweet  sounds  of 
th^  harp.  At  this  time,  too,  there  Were  itinerant 
or  strotfing  minstrels,  performers  on  the  harp^ 
vrlio  went  about  the  couftlry  from  l>lace  to  place* 
reciting  heroic  ballads,  and  bthei*  popular  epi- 
sodes. To  these  sylvan  minstrels  we  are  perhaps 
indebted  for  the  ^esertfttion  of  many  fine  old 
melodies^  if  the  t>08S^i^r  ^>  allowed  of  theii' 
haVing  been  so  preserved* 

The  most  ancient  miusidal  Ittsthimerits  among 
tbc  Scots  must  have  been  simjjle ;  but  ^vhat  thescf 
tirete,  or  what  was  their  cohstftiction,  id  in  st 
great  nieastire  left  to  conjecture.  In  the  *<  Hou* 
/dT/^,'*  m  allegoiical  potm  written  by  one  KoU 
land,  about  the  year  1450,  a  number  of  musical- 
ijistrulnents  are  enumerated,  mo$t«  if  not  all  of 
w)il^>  were  probably  in  use^  or  well  known  at 
Hh 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


\ 


that  time.    The  folldwiiig  19  tfae'staiteft  in  Irhlch 
they  are  mentioned :  •  ^ 

s 

AU  thus  our  latdye  tiiai  lofe,  with  lykiag  and  12ft» 
^eostralis  and  mu«ician«t  mo  than  I  mene  may^ 
The  pjaltry,  the  citholis,  the  soft  athorifif 
-The  ci'oude  and  the  fnonycordisy  thtgythomu  gay, 
The  f-ote^  and  the  rccordomry  the  rthuS't  die  riflt 
The  trumps  and  the  ^<«^2/nfythe  fy»f/i*«^but  tray; 
The  lilt-^ypt^  and  the  /«/?,  the  dtkill  andjiftf 
TheduIsattaxidihedtduicordu,theKhaLimx}f3fGrAYl 
The  amyabie  organic  uait  ftiU  oft ; 
CUirions  loud  knellifi, 
PortatibU  and  belit»» 
Cymbaeliwh  in  the  ceilisy 
That  soundis  so  soft.'' 

Of  the  eight  shepherds  mentioned  in  the  **  Com- 
plaint of  Scotland,"  pubfished  at  St.  Andrew*! 
in  1 548,  "  the  fyrst  hed  anc  drone  bagptpe,  the 
nyxt  hed  ane  pipe  mctde  of  atie  Ueddir  and  of  ane 
reid^  the  third  play  it  on  ane  trumps  the  feyrd  on 
ane  come  pype^  the  fyft  playit  o»  ^xi^pype  maid  of 
ane  gait  horne^  the  sext  playt  on  ane  reeordar^  the 
seuint  plait  on  ane  fiddilU  and  the  last  plait  on 
Une  quhiisiir 

•  Among  the  ornaments  which  are  displayed 
with  sp  mpch  profuoion  upon  the  Abbey  of  Md^ 
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t0e:.^i  ie^seral  figures  of . musietsms.  On  t!ie 
«)uth-vve8t  wall  is  one  playing  upon  an  «i«istru«^ 
mmU  the  lower  part  only  of  which  remains ;  and 
fjcQm  what  appears.it  seems  to  b^  a  fl^te  or  haut- 
bqi9>  with  at  most  six  holes.  N^ar  thi«  is  a  bag^ 
pipe  blown  with  the  J2xouth>  with  one  drone* 
The  whole  of  thisy  however,  is  much  defaced* 
Thei:e  is  another  instrument  here^  which  striking^ 
ly  ros^niljilps  the  idoUn,  with  four  strings :  the 
sounding  hoie8»  however,  ave  placed  above  the 
bridge  ;  but  ^le  hand  of  the  instrument  is  gone, 
and.  the  real  of  it  is  much  decayed.  Beside  this  is 
a  female  figure,  playing  upon  a  six  stringed  in« 
atntmeflt,,in.fGirm  like  the  longitudinal  section  of 
a  pear,  and  the  strings  disposed  in  pairs.  Upon 
the  west  side  of  the  Abbey  there  is  a  similar  in- 
struinent,.  with  the  strings  singly  disposed.  These 
jjiaye'  been  coiyectured  to  be  a  kind  of  lute.  The 
Abbey  o^  Melrose  ts  said  to  have  been  founded 
by  David  L  in  1 14£.  In  the  ch^vel  of  Roslin, 
a}>.out  seven  miles  south  from  £dinburgh,  upon 
the  architraves  of  the  pillars,  are  also  several  ve«' 
ry  distinct  figureft  of  persons  playing  upon  musi- 
cs ipstrumenti ;  one  of  which  is  an.  angel  play- 
iQg  iqpon  a  bag-pipe ;  but  whether  it  has  any 
npore  drones  than,  one,  the  present  writer  does 
cot  recollect.  ...  • 

Hh2 
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It  is  probablev  that,  amoag  a  warlike  people' 
iuch  a,3  the  Scots,  those  inatruments  would  b« 
first  introduced  which  were  of  use  to  them  in 
their  predatory  excursions*  Hora«»  which  were 
anciently  used  in  batt^y  and  trumpets,  which  are 
Init  an  elongation  pf  the  horn,  are  perhaps  the 
ipost  ancient  instruqienta.  Each  warrior  carried^ 
Ia  ancient  times,  a  horn,  suspended  by  a  cord 
about  his  neck,  to  asimate  him  in  tiri^  battle. 
The  noise  made  by  these  hornt  was  hideous,  and 
could  be  heard  at  the  distance. of  four  miles ;  ac? 
qording  to  Froi^^art  it  <*  seemed  as  if  all  the  de*r 
Yjls  of  hell  had  been  there.''  Cochran,  the  fk^ 
^K)urite  of  the  monarch  James  III,  is  said  to  hav^ 
had  a  horn  of  peculiar  elegance. 

,;jMext  in  antiquity  to  the  horn  and  the  trumpet 
\^  would  place  the  harp,  which  seems  to  faavo 
been  a  fiavourite  instrument  among  the  Highland 
t^i)ts.  It  was  much  used  by  the  wandering* 
minstrels,  and  with  it  they  accompanied  them 
songs  and  recitations.  The  bag-pipe,  however, 
^hich  is  now  almost  entirely  confined  to  the  Hight 
landSf  appear^  to  have  been  one  of  the  most  com>^' 
roon  instruments  in  the  low  part  of  the  country. 
James  I,  in  his  poem  formerly  quoted,  introduces 
tbe  b^g'PiP^  to  lieighten  the  disorderly  festivitief 
pf«PebU8t9tl^^?lay/* 
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Vtijpi  that  Will  Swane  came  swdtand  oatj 
Ane  meUble  miliar  maity       , 
Giflf  I  sail  danqe»  haye  donne,  lat  se, 
Blaw  up  the  bag-p^p  than. 


The  baji^p  blew^  and  they  cut  threw 
Quito  from  the  townis  untald. 
.;.•  K   ;  '  .     ♦  ■ 

Bttt*tii<bttg.pt^'Wad  toot  peculiaif  to  Scot« 
tand^nordid  it  attain  much  potice  there,  espe« 
Gially  in  the  highlands,  till  the  '<  lays  of  the  last 
minstrels''  had  entirely  ceased.  In  the  sister 
kingdom  this  instrument  seems  to  have  been 
UJcewise  introduced,  and  a  bag-piper  was  retained - 
in  the  court  of  queen  Elizabeth  *.  The  bag-pipe, 
Qpat  least  a  iiimilar  instrument,  was  not  unknown 
%#  tike  ancients.  Representations  of  it  are  fre* 
q^ntlymet  with  on  coins,  vases,  and  other  mo* 
iMiments  of  antiquity  ;  and  among  the  Romania  it 
was  k«own  by  the  name  of «« tibia  utriculariaJ* 

It  may  be  remarked,  that  the  pipe  at  present 
used  in  the  low  country  of  Scotland  i^  not  the^' 
SjUHe  with  what  is  now  called  the  great  Hifhknd 


•  *•  vfr  melancholy  as  the  drone  of  a  Lincolnshire  hag'* 
.  pip^**  i»one  of  the  simili«s  put  into  tl)e  mouth' of  Fal* 
maS  by  Sbakcspear.— Hen  IV.  Part  b 
Hh3 
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bag^ftipe*  Tibe- "former  is  much  smalkr^^Mi 
blowp  by'  bellow%  wbilf  ike  latter,  of  aiiv^cr 
8ouad,  i^  4wa78  blow*  by  the  breath. 

The  Church'tntuicf  before  the  Reformation,  ap-) 
)>ear8  to  hare  been  in  no  contei^ptible  ^te. 
James  I.  introduced  organs  into  the  cathedrals 
and  abbeys  of  Scotland^  and  composed  several 
OJithems  or  vocal  pieces  of  sacred. music. .  Jho 
Ui^rai  service  at  this  tiii^e  ifi:as  brought  to  vMJt 
a  degree  of  perfection,  a&  ,to  fali  Ijttlc  short  of 
the  English,  who  were  thought  to  .esce||ra]l  ot^Qj 
fiations  in  this  department.  By  the  preservatioq 
4)f  some  of  the  choral  8ervic^^lH)5>Vs%  from  the  ha* 
voc  of  tlie  Reformation,  th&^hiy^h»music  seems 
to  have  oonsiated  entirely  of  haroaonic  composi- 
tions, of  from  lour  to  eight  parts,  all  m  strict 
counterpoint.  Though  dt^ficient  in  air,  such 
pieces  were  perfectly  suited  to  the  scjemnities  of 
religious  adoration;  and  when  performed  by  a 
full  choir  of  yoioes,  acQompanied  by  the  organ, 
mi|8t  have  had  a  solemn  and  awfiil  effect. 

4ftif  the  Reformation,  it  became  a  practice 
with  .tike  pioite  ^if  godly  clergy  to  adapt  their 
eftthusia*ic  rhJipsodies  to  the  tiines  of  common 
songs,  qI  which  they  for  th^  most  part  preserved 
^  |ew  lines  a:  the  beginning.  Whjit  was  the  pur^ 
pdcp  of  pressi^ig  into  the  service  9f  rcUgiQn  ^v^ 
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minetningand  even  blaephtaiouf  composHioniy 
wt  9tt  at  a  lou  to  conceive.     «*- 

About  the  year  1590,  ^a  cMlection  of  these 
pieces  was  printed  at  Edinburgh  by  Andrew 
Harty  under  the  title  of  «  A  compendious  book 
of  godly  and  spiritual  sanges,  coHectit  ovit  of 
sundrief  parts  of  the  Scripture,  with  sundrie  of 
otK^  ballats,  changed  out  of  prophaine  singes, 
for  avoidbig  of  sinne  and  harlotrie/*  From  this 
book  of  godli^  sanges  we  extract  the  following 
specimen^  as  aff6rding  a  curious  picture  of  t)ie 
devotional  exercises  of  the  times :  ■  i 

4'         '.  .        .'     .    » 

John  come  kiss  me  now,  •  '      - 

John  come  kiss  me  now,        '* 
John  come  kiss  me  by  and  by 
And  mak  na  mabr  adow. 

The  Lord  thy  God  I  am. 
That  (John)  does  thee  tJally 
John,  represents  man 
By  grace  celestial. 

...  .     ♦    XT:    ,. 

My  propheta?  c^ll  A*y  j*each^  cry, 
John  come  kifis  me  ndifr,      ^f 
John  come  kiss  me  by  and  by^ 
^d  mak  na  m^u^  adow. 
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Who  is  at  paytwipdo,  who,  who? 
^      Gq  fwxjfi  my  ^ioiiOf  go,  go.  •  : 

,  Who  call*  thcare  so  like  an  stran^ger  ? 
,  ,1       Co.frpm  my  wincio,  go* 
'*  ■<  .        '     ■     ■  ^ 

Lord  I  am  heir  ane  wretched  mortaU 
That  for.  thf  mercy  dpis  ery  and  calLr-* 
.   Mercy  to  have  tl^ou  art  not  worthie  ; 
Go  from  my  windo  go,  &c. 

-  * 
Such  were  the  holy  dresses  iii  which  the  ranges 
that  had  promoted  sinne  and  harktrie  were  robed. 
Let  not  the  reader  jhardly  censure  these  on  ac-; 
count  of  their  ridiculous  aibsurdity ;  ior  tatiidir 
composers  we  owe. the  blessings  olthe  Refbrma* 
tion ;  let  them  not  be  laughed  at  for  their  weak- 
ness, for  they  were  undertaken  and  executed  for  « 
the  nobkst  of  ends.  :  v  •, 

The  church-mUsic  in  Edinburgh  haa  made  lit- 
tle progress  towards  perfection;  and  it  is  much 
in  the  same  state  at  present  as  it  was  nearly  a  ' 
century  ago.    The  Scottish  clergy  do  iK]|'%en« 
courage  innovations,  even  though  these  should  . 
happen  to, be  improvements- 
Musical  entertainments  were   frequent,   and* 
seem  to  liave  been  respectably  conducted  in  £din« 
bux:gh,  about  the  end  of  the  seventeenth  century. 
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A  paper  published  in  the  first  volume  of  th^ 
^  Transactions  of  the  Society  of  Antiquaries  of 
Scotland,^  presents  us  with  a  *^  Plan  of  a  grand 
concert  of  i^usic,  performed  at  Edinburgh  on  St, 
Cecilia^s  day  1695."  It  appears  fh)m  this  phQ| 
that  the  metropoHs  conid  exhibit  a  concert,  witk 
an  orchestra  consisting  of  above  thirty  perfor- 
mers. Of  these,  no  less  than  nineteen  were  gen-* 
Icemen  of  the  first  rank  and  fashion  ;  the  remain- 
der  were  professors  or  masters  of  music.  Con- 
certs of  this  kind  were  held  at  intervals  prior  to 
and  after  this  period ;  and  on  the  29th  of  March 
I728»  a  musical  society  w^s  instituted,  for  the 
performance  of  weekly  concerts. 

This  musical  association  consisted  of  a  limited 
number,  selected  from  the  nobility  and  gentry 
of  known  taste,  most  of  whom  could  either  per- 
form on  some  instrument,  or  take  part  in  a  cho^ 
nis.  A  governor,  deputy-govemor,  and  five  di- 
rectors, were  annually  elected  from  among  the 
members,  and  in  these  the  whole  management  of 
the  affairs  of  the  society  were  vested.  At  their 
first  erection  into  a  society  they  met  for  the  per- 
formance of  concerts  in  St.  Mary's  chapel,  a 
building  which  has  since  been  removed.  Their 
numbers,  however,  soon  increasing,  it  became 
necessary  to  have  a  larger  place  of  meeting, 
^  haii  was  accordingly  built  in   1762y  at  th9 
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foot  of  the  lafle  called  Niddry^ft  Street,  after  thf 
model  of  the  great  opera-theatre  in  Parmau  The 
plan  for  this  building  was  drawn  by  sir  Robert 
Mylne,  the  architect  of  Bla«kfriar8  bridge.  The 
principal  music  room  was  of  an  oval  form,  light- 
ed from  the  top,  the  cieling  being  a  concave  elllp^ 
Ileal  dome.  The  seats  were  ranged  in  the  form 
of  an  amphitheatre,  and  were  capable  oi  contain- 
ing 500  persons.  The  orchestra  wasi  at  the  up- 
per end  of  the  room,  at  the  head  of  wluch  was 
placed  an  elegant  organ. 

As  the  first  band  of  this  society  consisted  chiei^. 
ly  of  gentleman  who  performed,  it  was  denomina- 
ted the " GentUmens Concert**  But,  in  the  course. 
of  time,  these  becoming  less  plenty,  professional 
men  were  invited  from  abroad  to  assist  in  the, 
performances,  who  received  salaries  from  the  so- 
ciety, till  at  length  the  orchestra  was  almost  en- 
tirely filled  up  with  professed  musicians.  This, 
musical  society  subsisted  about  sixty  or  seventy 
years,  and  continued  during  the  greater  part  of 
that  time  to  be  a  favourite  resort  of  all  who  pre- 
tended to  taste  in  harmony.  The  liberal  princi- 
ples on  which  it  was  conducted  are  perhaps  not 
to  be  paralleled  in  any  city;  and  reflect  high 
honour  on  the  gentleman  who  projected  and  en- 
couraged the  undertaking.  Admission  was  ob- 
tained by  special  tickets,  which  were  not  trans^ 
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terable,  and  served  for  the  night  only  for  which 
they  were  granted.  These  tick^s  were  always 
gratis,  except  when  benefits  were  given  for  the 
emolument  of  performers.  It  deserves  to  be  re* 
inarked,  that  strangers  who  wished  to  visit  this  en« 
tertainment  were  always  preferred  in  the  distri- 
bution of  tickets,  and  every  attention  was  paid 
them  which  could  be  expected  fr9m  gentlemeni 
who,  with  views  above  being  biassed  by  inte- 
rest, conducted  at  then-  own  expence  one  of  the 
tnost  elegant  entertainments  which  civilized  na- 
tions can  enjoy. 

In  St.  Cecilia's  Hall,  the  best  compositions  of 
the  old  school  took  the  lead  in  the  plans  of  the 
Concerts ;  and  the  oratorios  of  Handel  were  oc- 
casionally performed.  In  the  former  periods  of 
this  institution,  the  concerts  were  ably  conduct- 
ed, while  the  excellent  performers  Pinto  and 
Puppo,  and  not  unfrequently  the  earl  of  Kelly 
himself,  led  the  band.  The  celebrated  Tenducci 
ilso  often  appeared  in  St.  Cecilia's  Hall,  and  the 
Scottish  melodies,  in  his  hands,  received  all  the 
pathos  and  melting  tenderness  of  which  they  are 
«b  susceptible,  above  the  music  of  any  other  na- 
tion. The  greatest  instrumental  performers  of 
that  time,  among  whom  were  Fischer,  Salomon, 
Jamowick,  and  Cramer,  often  visited  the  coun- 
try so  famed  for  its  simple  melodies,  and  added 
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tp  the  eiiSoymeQt  of  th^  sekot  rausleal  ciisde  ofl 
£dmt)urgh.  j 

After  ^uppio  had  withcfrawh  himself  from  the 
weekly  concerts,  ti^e  directors  were  at  no  smal( 
piiins  to  get  a  proper  persop  to  supply  his  plac^ 
as  tlie  leader  of  the  orchestra. .,  At  this  time  a 
young  performer  of  promising  q^lebrity  as  a  viof 
lln  player  aj^ti^ared  at  Rome ;  ^nd  the.  directors 
i-esolved  to  lAvite  him  to  settle  in  the  Scottish 
capital,  l^be  offer  i^as  accepted.,  and  Signor  Stabi- 
lini  arrived  *t  Edinburgh  in  the  year  1783*  Thi* 
performer  made  his  first  essay  in  such  a  style  a& 
to  gain  him  unqualified  approbation }  and  he  waa 
declared  not  unworthy  to  succeed  his  celebrated 
predecessor,  But  Signor  Stabilini,  though  a  re- 
spectable performer,  probably  from  the  want  of 
rivalship  ill  his  department,  has  never  advanced- 
much  beyond  the  limits  to  which  his  talents  had 
already  amved#  He,  however,  still  continues  a 
favourite  with  the  public ;  and,  though  better 
performers  sometimes  visit  the  metropolis,  he  is 
still  to  be  considered  as  the  first  resident  violia 
player  in  Edinburgh. 

It  is  with  a  feeling  of  regret  that  we  remark  the 
decay  of  a  genuine  taste  for  music  in  Edinburgh^ 
Within  these  fev^r  years,  the  entertainments  of  St. . 
Cecilia's  Hall  began  to  be  gradually  neglected,-^ 
ahd  at  last  were  totally  deserted.    The  hall  was. 
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lb  oniieqacnce*  shut  up,  and  aftervrardd'^^osedj 
of.  It  18  now  occupied  as  a  place  of  worship  by. 
the  society  of  Baptists;  and  the  enchanting 
ftrains  of  Corelli,  and*  the  Sublime  compositions 
of  Handety  have  given  way  to  the  weekly  concerts 
of  Scottish  church-musie,  where*  harmony  and 
melody  are  alike  tinkiiown. 

The  vitiated  ^iste  of  the  present  dif  ii  only  io 
be  captivated  by  those  intricate  capricios  in  exe- 
cutioUy  which  excite  no  passion  but' ^rprise.  ^ 
That  modulation  of  sweet  sound's  wfich,  in  all 
the  varied  expression  of  which  they  tvere  sensi- 
ble, enchanted  the  ears  of  our  forefathers,  is  now 
laid  aside  for  those  which  amaze,  instead  of  de<* 
light ;  which  bewilder,  instead  of  please ;  and 
v.'hich  confound,  rather  ihih  affect. 

This  declension  in  point  of  taste,  however, 
vrhich  fashion  has  sanctioned  in  musical  exhibi-^ 
tions,  has  been  gradual,  not  immediate*  So  far 
back  as  the  year  1777>  a  well  written  paper  on 
this  subject  made  its  appe^u'ance  in  the  Scots 
Magazine,  in  April  that  year,  which  contained  se- 
veral remarks  on  the  prevailing  taste  in  music  at , 
thai  time.  After  describing  the  three  movements 
of  the  modern  overture,  viz.  the  Allegro^  tho , 
Andante^  and  the  Presto^  in  an  ironical  manner, 
the  writer  adds, "  I  have  seldom  listened  to  ;i 
pifce  of  music  without  carr^'^iag  off  in  my  me* 
li 
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tfiory  a  part  of  the  air ';  but,  at  the  conclusion  of 
the  piece,  I  found  that  no  part  of  it  had  made 
the  smaller  impresstoii  We  have  heard  a  piece 
©f  music  (says  he)  where,  after  its  conclunon,  the 
delightful  idea  continued  to  fill  the  imagination, 
the  melodious  sounds  hung  upon  the  ravished 
ear,  and  fancy  still  continued  a  faint  impression 
lArhen  the  reality  had  ceased.  When  tried  by 
this  test  of  merit,  what  must  we  determine  of  the 
music  at  present  in  esteem.'* 

The  writer  of  this  paper  attributes  the  causes 
from  which  this  corrupt  taste  in  music  proceeds^ 
chiefly  "  to  the  perfection  to  which  instrumental 
music  is  of  late  arrived,'*  and  the  other  source  of 
iXnruption  he  conjectures  to  be,  **  a  contagious 
^disease  with  which  people  of  fashion  are  now^a^ 
days  affected,  a  pretension  to  taste  in  all  the  arts. 
Every  well-bred  genfleman  is  a  connoisseur  In 
painting,  a  dilettante  in  music,  and  a  profound 
critic  in  poetry." 

'  But  though  it  has  h^ooic  fashionable  to  prefer 
compositions  in  music  which  are  merely  artificial, 
to  those  in  which  genius,  pe\^os,  and  expresaiooy 
jire  predominant,  yet  taste  in  music  has  not  en« 
tkely  banished  itself  from  Edinburgh.  The 
c6mpliance  which  fashion  exacts;  the  praise 
which  the  rage  gives  to  modem  compositions,  H 
tinivilllngly  paid  ^  but  when  the  strains  of  Corei- 
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Jli  l^ergolescy  of  Gomelli,  are  iiYtroduced  into  our 
concerts,  or  even  any  of  our  own  national  patbe^ 
tic  airs,  the  approbation  which  they  meet  witk 
evinces  only  a  partial  compliance  with  the  fasb- 
ion  of  the  times, 

.  Perhaps  at  no  period  in  the  annals  of  Scottish 
music  was  this  art  more  universally  cultivated 
than  at  present.  It  forms  a  general  part  of  mor 
dem  education ;  and  few  are  to  he  met  with  who 
cannot  sing^  or  play  upon  one  instrument  oy 
other.  Its  decline  is  only  hi  the  public  exbilnr 
tions ;  and  the  want  of  proper  en.cQuragement  to 
these,  proceeds  moreperhi^ps  from  the  manner  i* 
which  they  are  conducted,  and  the  pieces  whicll 
rf^  there  performed,  than  from  any  want  of  taste 
in  the  inhabitants  of  Edinburgh.  Were  thi« 
taste  aAvakened,  were  sense  (if  we  may  use  the  ex- 
pression,) substituted  for  sound,  and  nature  for 
art,  we  may  venture  to  pronouncey  that  mu« 
sical  taste  in  Edinburgh  would  be  found  at  thiy 
^e  more  improved  than  at  any  former  penod. 

Since  the  weekly  concerts  in  St.  CecitWs  Hall 
were  given  up,  subscription  concerts  h4v^  be$S 
performed  in  the  j^sembly  Rooms,  George's 
Street,  and  at  Corri's  Rooms,  (fonnerly  the 
Royal' Circus)^  In  one  season,  indeed,  no  less 
than  two  musical  exhibitions  were  encouraged  in 
Edinburgh.  But  this  was  chiefly  owing  to  a 
Ii2 
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'bompetltSoii,  and  the  result  did  not  prove  ffivil 
to  the  satisfaction  of  the  rivals,  although  per- 
formers of  the  first  merit  were  engaged  on  both 
sides.  One  of  these,  under  the  direction  of  Mr. 
Urban!,  a  well<4nown  vocal  performer,  was  held 
in  the  Assembly  Rooms,  and  the  other,  under  the 
isuperintendence  of  Mr.  N.  Corri,  in  the  buildings 
of  the  late  amphitheatre.  The  former  of  these 
was  obliged  to  be  given  up ;  and  the  annual  con- 
certs during  the  winter  ore  now  performed  sole^ 
Ij  at  Corn's  Rooms. 

For  these  last  two  years  the  anmuil  concertu 
have  been  well  conducted,  and  met  with  verf 
con^derable  patronage.  Mr.  Com,  with  an  al- 
tention  to  the  public  highly  meiitorious,  hat 
^ared  no  efforts  in  procuring  excellent  performers, 
and  the  concerts,  during  that  period,  have  per- 
haps never  been  exceeded  for  variety,  in  Editor 
burgh.  Besides  many  excellent  performers,  a 
band  of  Patuiean  Mlrutreh  at  times  exhibited  | 
and  vocal  concerts  were  got  up  vrith  much  rey* 
•pectabllity  under  the  care  of  liless;^  Watt^  £^ 
iiot|  ^d  Evan^r 


d  by  Google 


S7T 

fin. 

lUNCINC.     . 

It  would  tdo  far  exceed  our  Umitito  tracrc  the 
..progiess  of  Dancing  from  the  early  periods  o£ 
the  Scottish  history.  It  is  tin  amusement  so  na- 
turaly  as  to  prevail  among  all  nations,  however 
rude  I  and  perhaps  there  is  none  that  has  been 
more  universally  practised.  In  the  reign  of  J^mcs 
I,  whatever  the  dances  may  have  been  before  that 
time,  we«&ad  they  had  assumed  a  regular  form^ 
"iaad  tb^  different  kinds  were  distinguished  by  spe- 
cific'names*  In  the  poem  of  "  Peblis  to  the 
'^la/,'*  jKtenlion  is  made  of  one  of  these  in  the 
foBoMiipg  lines : 

Witb  that  Will  Swane  came  sweitand  oitt^ 
Ane  meifcle  miliar  man ; 
'  GifiTX  sail  dance,  have  doune»  lat  se» 
Blaw  up  the  bag-pyp  than  ; 
TheScAamon*s  dance  I  mon  begin» 
I  trow  it  sail  not  pane. 

In  the  «  Complaint  of  Scotland,"  which  watf 

printed  in  1548^  there  is  a  description  of  a  dance 

in  a  ring,  where  <'  evyrte  aid  scheiphyrd  led  his 

Yjfe  be  the  hand,  and  evyrie  zong  scheipird  le4 

Ii» 
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J^yr  qubome  he  luffit  best.  Tbdre  was  vSI^  scliefpi^ 
hyrdisy  and  ilk  ane  of  them  hed^ne^yodiy  in-? 
ftroment  to  play  to  the  laif;"--<*llrwaB  ane^erled? 
recreation  to  behold  ther  lycht  lopene;  gafancMW- 
dingy'  stendlingy  b^kwart  and  forduart,  danwrnt 
%a8e  dancisy  paunans,  galsardisy  tar£QA8»'linaili|^ 
and  bfangliS)  buffonsy  vitht  mony  vthir  lycht  dan^ 
CIS,  the  quhilk  are  over  prolixt  to  benberdt*** 
It  would  seem  that  at  this  period  regulai'daiipet 
had  been  common,  as  the  author  of  the  worlc 
now  quoted  enumerates  no  less  than  'thirty  o# 
their  names. 

About  a  century  later,  balls  were  a  cooimoir 
mtertainment  in  the  capital  of  Scotlaid*  Wheu 
ttit  duke  of  York  kept  his  court  at  th*] 
Koiyroodhouse,  in  1681  and  I68S,  balls  i 
querade^  were  frequently  given.  The  i 
rad^s,  however,  bwing  to  the  reUgious  strictnef^ 
of'  the  times,  were  soon  obliged  to  be  laid  aiide* 
The  clergy. could  not  tolerate  sOch  aprofime  en- 
tertainment  as  <^  ^fomiscnour  danting,  (as  thqf 
ttyled  it)  ih  which  ail  sorts  of  people  met  to« 
gether  in  disguise.^  Private  balls,  noCwithsbmd^ 
ing,  were  continued  till  the  duke  wasTrecalled  t» 
Itbndon.  -  .        * » 

A  regular  assembly  in  Edinburgh  was  establish- 
^  in  the  year  1710,  and  a  house  taken  for  the 
yorpose  la  the  lane  aow  cajled  froixk  it  the  Old  A^ 
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^tefv^y.Cnose,  The  direction  of  tMs  AssemUf^ 
contlnbiKi.in  the  hands  of  private  individuals  till 
tbe  ysar  J.746>  iHien  several  persons  of  distinction 
awHiQcd  the  direction  of  ity  tvitb  an  intention  ojf 
applynnfe  the  money  that  naight  be  drawn  fsom 
^  hndtutiott  to  charitable  purposes*  The  rules  * 
•f  thift  Assembly'i  so  philanthropic  in  its  design* 
deserre'to  be  recorded  to  the  honour  of  the 
cBcooragers  of  the  plan.  These  rules  were  on? 
^  the  two  which  foUow,  viz.  1.  ^  That  all  things 
felaUng  to  die  management  of  the  Assembly^ 
(dancing  excepted)  be  under  the  direction  of 
8e«enr^mf  IK  to  meet  occasionally  to  treat  of  the 
a&tm  oUtttef' Assembly .—2.  That  the  manage* 
teent^iiiglnrtcing,  and  things  relating  thereto,  be, 
«aiti^lhe«'inspection  of  seven  directresses  (ladief 
•ifc^f  Hi  distinction)  alternntehr  to  act  in  the  di« 
IfCtion,  by  agieement  amongst  themselves;  and 
the  lady*  on  her  nij;ht  of  management,  to  be  dis« 
tinguhhed  by  a  golden  badge,  whereon  is  engiv 
len  a  pdican  feeding  her  young,  with  the  motto'. 
<*  Charity ;"  and  on  the  reverse  the  figure  of  a. 
tromany  repfftsentipg  Charity,  leaning  on  a  shkldt 
with  the  arms  of  Edinburgh,  a  child  leaning  oa 
ker  Icaee— the  motto  «<  Edinburgh." 
^  The  liberality  with  which  the  Public  Amused 
sients  of  Edinburgh  were  formerly  conducted 
4msv^  i»  be  j^morked  with  particuiar  approb^ 
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tloiu  Fer  uprwarcls  of  fifty  yesoA  ditfite  gdntte 
ftien  of  the  city  give  weekly  concerts  to  tine 
{>ubUc  at  their  own  expence;  and  the  ]^o6Lt&.af 
the  Assembly  for  many  years,  instead  of  enrich^ 
ing  the  pockets  of  private  individuals,  went  t© 
alleviate  the  sorrows  which  poverty  and  diaeag^ 
laid  on  the  poorer  part  of  the  conamunity. 

The  apartments  in  which  the  assembly  w3W 
held,  becoming  too  small  for  the  incressing  po- 
|>ulation  of  the  city,  it  was  removed  ta  the  lane 
Galled  Bell's  Wynd,  where  asseratblies  continsed 
to  be  kept  until  the  erection  of  a  new  city,  tke 
grandeur  of  whose  bialdings  ill  suited  the  poor 
accommodation  which  the  rooms  in  Bell's  Wynd 
afiforded.  A  new  assenftbly  room  was  according- 
ly projected  to  be  erected  in  the  New  Town,  m 
such  a  style  as  should  not  be  unsuitable  to  the  ^ 
.«eral  elegance  of  the  other  buildipgs.  Upon  the 
removal  of  the  assemblies  from  Bell's  Wynd,  the 
apartments  were  used  as  the  guard'-ir&om  aad 
watch-house  of  the  city: 

•*  To  what  base  purposes  may  we  not  return.'**; 

The  New  Assembly  Rooms,  Georgt's  Stred^i 
Were  built  by  subscription,  and  finished  In  1787* 
The  external  appeai-ance  of  the  building  U  meam^  * 
hilt  the  elegant  accommodation  within  ankei 
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Inrxpte  compeniuition  for  any  defects  of  outward 
appearance.  The  principal  ball-room  is  92  feet 
long,  4ir  feet  wide,  and  40  feet  in  height*  It  is 
%^ted.  by  eleven  large  crystal  lustres,  and  has 
«n;  organ  at  its  upper  end.  On  one  dde,  in  a  cir- 
ctihr  recess,  and  at  a  convenient  height,  is  the  or- 
chestra. There  is  also  a  tea-room,  52  feet  long 
hj  3$  in  breadth,  which  serves  for  the  dancing- 
room  of  the  card  assemblies.  There  are  tw6 
card-rooms,  S3  feet  by  18,  and  a  grand  saloon,  24 
feet  square,  besides  other  smaller  rooms.  Two 
assemblies  are  held  weekly  through  the  winter, 
the  one  a  dancing,  the  other  a  card  assembly. 
The  card-iparties  are  rather  select  than  nume* 
rcms;  but  the  dancing  assemblies  are  weR  fn^ 
-qnented.  On  these  nights  the  Edinburgh  As^m- 
blj  Rooms  perhaps  present  as  fine  a  display  of 
beauty  as  is  any  where  to  be  seen.  The  Scotdsli 
iaaelies  ar^  cdebrated  for  their  beauty  and  grace- 
fill  walking  i  and  rouge  has  not  been  so  univer- 
tally  introduced  as  to  destroy  the  colours  laid  oa 
by  the  pencil  of  nature.  Minuet-dancing,  so  mudi 
the  taste  of  the  last  age,  has  in  our  assemblies  giv- 
en way  in  a  great  measure  to  the  more  lively  mo- 
tions of  the  country-dance ;  and  when  a  brilliant 
/Circle  of  our  fair  country-women  are  engaged  in 
tfaeaej  trifling  «<.on  the  light  fantastic  toe/*  in^. 
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jfefeoce  Itatf  18  hanitf  secure  firoiD  the  wBcr  m^ 
preuiona. 

When  the  city  was  extended  on  the  aoathent 
qoartery  an  Assembly  Room  was  built  by  subscrip- 
tion for  the  inhabitants  of  that  district*  itf 
George's  Square ;  but,  after  the  trial  of  a  few  se*r 
aonsy  the  scheme  proreil  unsuccessf  ul«  and  it  has 
since  been  sokl  aad  converted  uxta  4we21iiif 
iKiHses. 


COHRl's  ROOMS. 

Coni's  Rooms  stand  at  the  head  of  the  {preilt 
load  from  Edinbiid:^^  to  Leith.  The  buildhi^ 
which  is  thus  denominssted  was  fiom^rl^r  M^rectsil 
for  the  purpose  of  an  amphitheatre  for  equestrian' 
performances.  But  these  not  meeting  with  mudr 
encouragement  in"  a  city  only  rising  in  wealth,^ 
were  obliged  of  necessity  to  be  given  up.  Thr 
successive  revolutions  which  have  happened  tor 
this  unfortunate  buildings  deserve  to  be  remarked* 
Aft«r  it  was  relinquished  by  the  equestrians,  tJiis 
synagogue  of  Satan  was  converted  into  a  place 
cf  worship  for  the  Divinity,  and  occupied  by  se* 
vera!  sectaries.  It  is  now  again,  hawevor,  fitted 
Vp  for  frqfane  amusetwnti  and  promiscuous  dsm^ 
rin^y  and  from  the  known  abilities  and  exertioiw 
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«f  the  gentleman  who  conducts  these,  it  is  prdui* 
9^  will  long  continue  so. 

The  only  regular  concerts  which  arc  given  in 
fdinburgh  are  held  in  these  rooms,  under  the 
Erection  of  the  projector,  Mr.  Nataii  Corri,  who 
•pares  no  pains  in  engaging  the  best  i>erftmiier«* 
Balh,  Promenades,  &c.  are  frequently  held  here 
<furing  the  winter  season. 
•  Before  quitting  the  subject  of  dancing,  Jt  maf 
fc  proper  to  mention,  that  this  accomplishment 
is  more  cultiYated  now  than  at  any  former  period 
in  ^inburgh.  The  fine  displays  of  elegant 
dandi^  at  the  professional  ^lls  of  the  several 
teachers,  are  perhaps  no  where  to  be  surpassed* 
For  the  introduction  of  many  of  these  dances,  the 
^blic  are  indebted  to  the  late  Mr.  David  Strange, 
a  teacher -in  this  art  of  the  first  eminerice,  anii 
.vbo  for  nearly  ^alf  a  century  stood  unrivalled  in^ 
tlie  public  favour.  His  pupil  and  successor,  Mr^ 
Charles  Stewart,  continues  to  teach  the  art  with 
the  same  success,  and  with  increasing  rep«t2^ 

'  The  equestrian  compafty  who  annually  visit 
Edinburgh,  perform  in  a  temporary  wooden  biukU 
J2|g^  erects  on  the  north  side  of  the  College^ 
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HaTAb  Af  ADSMV  OF  EZ'ERCISfe«. 

.  ¥he  riding-school  or  Royai  Academy  of  £k^ 
40ke8  W28  built  by  sKbscription.  The  eiim  raised 
for  this  purpose  during  the  first  three  years  wa» 
2733L  15s.  It  was  opened  in  the  year  1764^ 
and  in  1766  receiTed  a  royal  diarter,  with  a  sa- 
lary of  sooL  a- year  to  the  master*  The  buildifi^- 
which  stands  on  the  east  side  of  l^ieohaa^ 
Street,  is  12,4  feet  long  by  43  brand;  and  there, 
is  also  a  room  where  fetackig  i«  taught  l^  anaAle 
Boaster. 


aoYAI*  COarPANY  of  ARC!(tR;«. 

.  The  Royal  Company  of  A^hefs  in  Edinbnrgb 
is  the  most  remarkable  of  the  kind  now  ex** 
i^ng.  Before  the  invention  of  gun^powdet,  ar* 
chery  was  much  cultivated,  both  in  England, 
aad  in  this  country,  as  a  warlike  art.  The  Sool- 
ti^  archersy  however,  were  inferior,  in  the  exer-  • 
cise  9f  tlus  weapon  of  offence,  to  the  Engtisb* 
James  f.  during  his  captivity  in  England  remain- 
ed the  striking  disparity;  and  immediately  on 
Ilia  return  to  take  possession  of  the  throne  oC 
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,bis  ancestorfly  he  appears  to  have  exercised  ef» 
iraordinary  care  In  order  to  improve  the  Scots  ifi 
the  pragtice  of  archery.  In  the  very  fiwt  parlia* 
ment  of  his  reign^  therefore,  he  procured  an  act, 
ftnjoiRiqg.;all  his  subjects,  from  twelve  years  of  age 

.  and  upwards,  to  apply  themselves  fxequently  l^o 
the  exercise  of  shooting  with  the  bow,  and  direc- 
ted bouo^butts  to  be  set  up,  and  places  for  this 
neKriseinarlcedout,,  near  all  parish  churches,  and 

.  within  every,  estate  the  rents  of  which  amounted 

.  %o  10l..of  the  money  of  that  time.  A  fine  of  a 
wedder  was  also  imposed  upon  every  person  who 
ihQuId  neglect  toc  yield  obedience  to  this  conv 
mand.  In  thp  year  1457  a  new  law  was  passed 
with  regard  to  archery ;  bow-butts  were  of  new 
ordered  to  set  up,  and  a  bow-maker  was  direc- 
ted to  be  establitsheid  w  the  principal  town  of  eve^ 
yy  county.  The  annual  musters  of  the  archers 
at  this  time^were  called  miieapwi  ihawoing;  and 
many  other  acts  of.  the  Scottish  legislature  wei« 
passed  to  enforce  the  practice  of  thi»  exercise 
through  the  ceuntry.r 

The  ancient  records  of  the  Royal  Company  of 
Archers  having  been  destroyed  by  fire  about  tl^ 
beginning  of  the  last  century,  no  authentic  re- 
cords of  its  institution  now  remain.  It  has  been 
said,  however,  to  owe  its  origan  to  the  commit* 
lioners  appointed  m  the  reign  of  James  I.  cf 
Kit 
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Scotland',  fM*  enfbrciiig  tlie  piactke  of  areherf  k 
the  dtiTerent  cottnties.  THese  commissioners,  it 
is  relftted,  having  ^chosen  some  of  the  most  det- 
fkimns  anehen  ho/m  among  thf  better  sort  of  pe(^ 
pie,  formed  them  into  a  eonopany  for  defend- 
•iiig  the  king'a  person  as  a  body-guard.  Tbe 
company  still  claim  this  privilege  within  sbi  mSes 
of  the  capital* 

The  practice  of  archery  havhig  been  much  de- 
•eayfed,  several  nobleman  and  gentlemen,  in  the 
year  1676,  s^fs^ociated  themselves  into  a  body^ 
sits  restoration ;  and  the  marquis  of  Athole  was 
-elected  their  captain-general.  The  associatioo 
was  confirmed  by  the  Scottish  privy-council  ia 
the  year  1677 ;  and  the  Commissioners  of  the 
Ti^asuryj  gave  the  company  2oL  to  purchase  a 
-flrize,  to  be  shot  for  at  their  annual  trials  of  tfkilL 
On  the  accession  of  queen  Ance,  thtf  celebrated 
air  George  Mackenzie  was  the  captain-general^ 
and  in  the  year  1713  tiat  queen  erected  thecom- 
.pany  into  a  corporation,  hf  the  tkle  of  the 
'•*  Royal  Company  of  Archers/-*  The  magis-. 
trates  of  Edinburgh  also  gave  them  a  silver  arrow 
as  a  prize  to  be  annually  sho^  for. 

The  first  public  parade  of  the  company  was  iitt 
itfie  year  1714,  at  which  time  they  marched  in 
procession  from  the  Parliament  Square  to  Holy- 
^('oodhouse,  and  from  thence  to  Leith, -dressed  ja 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


One  «le^&t  uniform  of  the  order*  After  the  rii^ 
l)ellion  of  1715$  the  company  dificontinueil-  their 
jt&Btial  exhibitions  of  fiMilly  and  from  that  period 
there  was  no  parade  of  the  archers  for  fifteen 
y^ars.  In  the  present  reign»  however,  his  majesty 
renewed  the  royal  piize>  and  the  company  nowr 
j^^rade  occasionally  as  formerly.  At  present 
there  are  above  1000  members  of  this  company. 
The  Company  of  Archers  have  a  neat  hall  for 
their  meeting:s  at  the  east  end  of  the  public  w^ 
4Salled  the  Meadows, 


COMPANY  or  dOLFERS.' 

The  QoH  is  an  amusement  peculiar  to  Scot* 
l9Xl4^  and  has  -been  practised  in  this  country 
from  the  most  repiote  antiquity.^  By  a  statute  of 
James  11,  in  15^57,  this  a&iusement,  together  with 
Hat  of  tbe  foot-ball,  was  prohibited,  that  it 
might  not  interfere  with  the  more  martial  exer^i 
dses  of  the  *^  <ureapon  ibanvingu**  The  Company 
<^  Golfers  in  Edinburgh  was  established  in  the 
year  1744,  at  which  time  the  town-council  gave 
them  a  silver  dub,  to  be  annually  played  for  by 
the  members  of  the  company.  The  place  whexe 
this  game  is  usually  played  is  on  the  downs  of 
£dinbm:gh  and  Leith,  here  called  Unku  Tte 
Kka 
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parties  are  one>  two>  or  more,  on  each  side.  Imt 
balls  used  are  extremely  hard,  and  about  the  size 
of  a  tennis-ball:;  and  the  club,  with  which  the 
ball  is  struck, 'is  formed  of  ash,  slender  and  elas- 
tic, having  a  crodked  head,  faced  with  horn^ 
and  loaded  with  lead  to  render  it  heavy.  A  s^ 
of  clubs  consists  of  five  in  number,  afffatf-cJuh,  for 
giving  the  strdke,  a  scraper^  a  spoony  an  iron-head* 
id  clttb^  and  a  short  club  called  a  putter.  The 
tfecond,  tiiird,  and  fourth  of  these  are  used  for  re^ 
moving  the  ball  from  inconvenient  situations,  and' 
ibic  putter  where  a  short  stroke  only  is  intended. 
The  balls  are  struck  by  these  clubs  into  small 
boles,  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  distant  from  one 
another,  and  he  or  they  who  convey  the  ballj^- 
Xb  these  holes  in  succes^cnj  with  the  fewest^ 
strokes,  is  declared  the  victor.  The  distance  to 
which  an  expert  player  at  this  gtme  will  strike  a 
ball  is  amazing  y  and  there  is  an  anecdote  related 
of  a  gentleman,  who,  upon  a  wager,  struck  a  ball 
from  the  Castle-hill  into  the  highest  part  of  the 
garrison,  a  height  of  above  two  hundred  feet. 

Besides  these  amusements,  there  was  formerly ' 
an  established  Cock-pit  in  Edinburgh  ;  but,  to  the 
honour  of  the  times,  this  barbarous  amusement 
has  nearly  been  given  up.  Tennis  was  .also  forav- 
erty  an  amusement,  and  the  court  where  It  wivi 
tr^iklis  stin  standing  near  theJPaUce  of  Uolyrood«' 
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k<me<f  The  Fqot4fdiS  has  alM  decXf  ed  &  Si&fiir 
burgh,  though  in  the  country  parts  of  Scotland 
fhis  amusement  is  still  kept  up. .  Curlings  or  the 
propelling  of  smooth  stones  upottice  towards  sc 
ftiarky  was  also  a  favourite  amusemeMt  in  the 
winter  season.  It  stilt  prevails  in  the  country  \ 
but  in  Edinburgh  it  has  given  way  to  a  company 
who  meet  for  siaiting  in  winter,  and  are  kniown 
by  the  name  of  "  The  Skaiting  Club.'* 

There  are  annual  horse^^races  in  £dinbui|;b» 
which  are  held  at  Lerth,  on  the  sandy  shore,  at, 
low  water.  These  races  are  in  general  well  at- 
tended by  company. 

The  Caledonian  Hunt  have  sometimes  theur 
meetings  at  Edinburgh ;  but  they  do  not  confiiiui^ 
iibemsdves  to  any  particular  dutinct. 
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MOGRBSS  AND  PRESEN^  STATE  OF ' 

MANNERS.      * 


r[E  Manners  of  a  people  are  not  the  leatt. 
interesting-^iM  of  their  history.  -  Of  the 
ndannei^  and  peculiar  habits  of  the  ancieiit  Scots^ 
however^  little  4S  JcnOWny  being  like  tfaoir  eoriy^- 
hi^tory,  involved  in  the  darkness  of  fable  and  con- ' 
jecture.  Oh  the  invasion  of  Agricola,  hunting 
and  iishing  appear  to  Imvebeen  the  principal 
.means  by  wKich  the  ancient  ifihjfbitaQb  of  Scot- 
£nd  procmsed*  their  ^snl^isteRce.  Pa8btuage,and 
.^(^cultiiffe'lir^re  but  little  known  or  practised^ 
fNfts^  Made^dF  the  branches  of  tree^y^or  loose 
ifbries  jailed  together,  were  their  hal»itations,  and 
iseats  of  sUftie  or  turf  their  only  fumitare^  Their 
'dress  was  formed  of  the  skins  of  aninuds;  and 
^these  with  heath  formed  their  places  of  repose. 
Viieix  Warlike  weapons;  qr  jtho«e  which  they  usal 
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ih'the  cbace,  were  pointed  with  8tdiiet»  liM  ti 
shafts  by  thongs  of  leatheri  or  the  intestlMl  ti 
Inimals. 

The  manners  of  all  nations  in  a  mde  st^e  are 
so  -feimitary  that  it  is  uniiecesnrf  here  to  eater 
iiito  the  detaD  of  what  might  be  the  Caledonian 
peculiarltiea.  What  these  were  in  their  more  ear- 
ly stages,  may  be  known  from  the  accounts  of  the 
savage  tribes 'in  America,  or  in  those  of  the  na- 
tives of  the  lately  discovered  islands  of  the  South 
^a.  It  is  only  industry,  civilization,  and  com« 
merce,  that  stamps  a  character  on  nations,  anA 
gives  them  those  peculiar  habits  by  which  tfae^ 
are  distinguished  from  one  anotht:r. 

From  Fergus  II,  to  James  VI,  in  the  lists  of 
the  Scottish  monarchs,  one  half  of  them  perished 
by  vtoleot  deaths.  The  progress  t>f  refinement^ 
for  a  series  Of  ages,  seems  to  have  been  slow,  and 
for  centuries  the  traits  of  the  savage  marked  the; 
character  of  the  Scots.  In  the  reign  of  David  Up 
trhen  a  French  embassy  oiH&e  to  Scotland,  witli 
a  train  of  nolnlky  and  soldiers,  the  aecomiiiod** 
tion  which  Ediabmgh  at  that  time  dbrdcd  Wii 
not  sufficient  for  the  reception  of  so  fluiif  stntfU 
g^s ;  and  many  of  these  were  obliged  to  lodg^ 
in  Dunfermline  and  the  neighbouring  towns,  la 
the^iUtary  excursions  of  this  period,  the  Scot^ 
iti4b.£oldicT8.bQiled  t^e  cattk  whicl)  tbfxj  had  fis 
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fjfOsisi^t  in  their  own  hide6>  and  with  tAesie  ttitk 
dressed  skifis  they  made  to  themselves  shoes. 

In  the  reign  of  James  I^.  the  houses  in  the  bo« 
roughs  were  not  above  twenty  fi^efjiigh,  and 
were  covered  with  thatch.    Tlje  hcm^s  of  the? 
^at  barons,  though*  many  of  Infem  were  larg^ 
and.  magnificent,  yet  affotaed^e.§^^  the  conve- 
niences which  are  expected  m  houses  of  modenJ' 
erection.      Their   aparfhienb  were  small   andT 
g^loomy  '^  and*  the  state  of  the  country  required 
Se6urity,  in  the  construction  of  houses,  to  be  the; 
first  consideration.    The  only  furniture  in  the- 
hall  of  a  great  baron  was  large  standing  tables^ 
Benches,  and  cupboards,  made  chiefly  of  oak,  and* 
without  locks  or  k6ys.    They  eat  mostly  out  ofl 
wooden  dishes,  which  were  called  treh-phteH' 
used  wooden  or  horn  spoons,  and  drank' out  of . 
wooden  cups.    Silver  WaS  remarkably  scarce,  ex- 
^epf  in'  monasteries  and  cathedrals;  and  evei» 
pewter  vessels  were  accounted  rare  and  costly^ 
Jliese  were  only  used  s^t  Christmas  or  other  fes--" 
tivals  5  and*  yet,  poor  as  they  were,  the  country' 
Cpuld  not  furnish  them  of  its  own  manufacture^^ 
b  the  year  1430^  eight  dozen  of  pewter' dishes, 
one  hundred  dozen  of  wooden  cups,  a  bason  andf 
«wer,  three  saddles,  a  dozen  skins  of  red  leather, 
five  dozen  dls  of  woollen  cloth,  and  twenty  caski^  ' 
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-at  Vine,  were  imported  from  London  Jbr  the  .to 
of  the  Wng  of  Scots. 

*  While  thus  poor  in  domestic  conveniences^ 
learning  4to  had  made  little  progress.  In  the 
reign  of  James  jHiT.  an  act  was  passed,  ordering^ 
that  ever^r  basxMi  ,#r  iroriiolder  should  put  his 
eldest  son  and  hpr  tfi  ^ool  to  learn  Latin,  and 
afterwards  to  study  j^ilospphy  and  law,  to  qua- 
lify him  for  officiating  ajB  a. sheriff  or  judge-ordi* 
nary,  §houlU  his  services  be  j^guired  in  these  ca^ 
pacities. 

'  The  rei^n  of  James  IV.  was  in  Scotland  the  ^ 
aera  of  romantic  chivalry.  Trials  by  judicial 
cbmbat,  fire  and  water  qrdealy  were  at  this  time 
frequent.  The  kii\g  himself,  the  chief  justiciaryj 
and  the  lord  high  constable,  were  sometimes 
judges ;  but  the  ecclesiastics  more  commonly  as- 
sumed this  office.  In  the  judicial  combats,  if  the 
accused  defended  himself  from  the  rising  to  the 
setting  suu;  he  was  declared  innocent ;  if  other- 
wise, he  was  found  guilty.  The  last  instance  of 
combats  of  this  kind  happened  In  th^  reign  of 
James  V. 

^t  the  fat^l  battle  of  Pinkey,in  L547,  the  Scots 
appear  to  have  been  much  improved  in  their  ac- 
commodgj^oiu    The  English  found  in  their  ^amp ' 
oa.t-me^],oat-cakesi,  wheaten- bread,  butter,  cheese, , 
ale,  wine ;:  and  in  some  of  the  tents  was  founA' 
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iUvfr  p&te.-  iftiost  every  aitiele.of  dxtn  y/nk 
at  this  time  foreign;  and  it  required  the  aid  of 
sumptuary  laws  to  repress  the  growiog  extraT»« 
gance.  James  II.  and  James  Vlf  were  ^Iso  under 
the  necessity  of  pestraining  dress  by  legal  statutes. 

Mournings  were  first  intpoduced  into  ScotIaii4 
en  t3ie  death  of  ^lagdalene  of  France,,  the  queea 
of  James  V ;  but  fans  in  the  hands  of  the  ladies^ 
and  gentlemens  cork-heeled  shoes,  are  mentioned 
at  a  much  e^ier  period*  Ostrich  feathers  a» 
the  head»  and  roses  displayed  at  th«  knees,  were 
fiishionafale  ornaments  at  this  period.^  The  ev* 
travagance  of  the  table,:  in  the  reign  of  queen  Ma» 
cy,  required  the  restraint  of  a  sumptuary  law,, 
which  prohibited  any  under  the  lank  of  an  arcfa* 
bishop  or  eail  to  have  at  table  moi«  than  eighr 
dishes ;  of  an  abbot;  laior,  or  dean»  above  sa  ;  of 
•  baron  or  freeholder,  above  four  },  and  of  buiv 
f  esses  above  three.^  An  exception^  however,,  is 
made  a&to  feasts  at  marriages,  op  those  whicJi: 
were  given  to  foreigners,  where  there  was  no  li^ 
mitation  but  the  abilities  of  the  person  who  gave 
fUch  entertaimnents.  If  the  table  at  that  period* 
was  not  so  delicately  ftoiished  as  at  present,  it 
was  at  least  fully  as  substantial.  Three  flesh 
meals  in  day  were  at  this  time  the  common  fare* 

The  manners  of  the  times  are  thus  described 
by  an  Englishman  who  visited  Edinburjj^h  in*,  tha 
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:yttHr  1^98-:  «^  Mysdfi"  says  *e,  «  wa*  at  a 
irnight's  house>  who  had  many  servants  to  attend 
hiiii,  that  brought  in  his  meat^  with  their  heads 
.covered  with  blue  caps,  the  table  being  more 
than  half  furnished  with  great  platters  of  por- 
.fidge,  each  having  a  litde  piece  of  sodden  meat ; 
and  when  the  table  was  servedy  the  servants  sat 
^own  with  us  ;  but  the  upper"^mes8,  instead  of 
«|>orridge,  had  a  pullet,  with  some  prunes  in  the 
•iiroth  :  and  I  obsei-ved  no  art  of  cookery,  or  fuiv 
fiiture  of  household- stiriii  but  rather  rude  neglect 
of  both,  though  myself  and  my  companions,  sent 
from  the  governor  of  Berwick,  about  bordering 
affairs,  were  entertained  after  their  best  man- 
-iicr. 

«  The  Scots,  living  then  in  Tactions,  used  to  keep 
-many  followers,  andso  consumed  their  revenac 
of  victuals,  living  in  some  want  of  money.  The 
^vulgarly  eat  hearth  cakes  of  oats,  but  in  cities 
%ave  also  wheaten  bread,  which  for  the  most  part 
'Was  bought  by  courtiers,  gentlemen,  and  the  best 
«ort  of  citizerts.  They  drink  pure  wines,  not 
with  sugar  as  the  English ;  yet  at  feasts  they  put 
comfits  in  the  wines,  after  the  French  manner ^ 
but  they  had  not  our  vintners  fraud  to  mix  then- 
wines.  I  did  never  see  nor  hear  that  they  have 
any  public  inns  with  signs  hanging  out  j  but  the 
■*?tta-  scrts  of  ..citizens  brew  ale,  their  unia! 
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i&inli^  (#hlch  tlill  jdlstfimper  a  stranger's  •Ii44|:l5 
'amd  tHe  same  iltizens  will  entertain  passengers 
upon  acquaintance  or  intreaty.  Their  bed- 
steads were  then  like  cupboards  in  tbe  Wjall,  with 
doors  tb  be  opened  and  shut  at  pleasure,  so  as 
we  climbed  up  to  our  beds.  They  used  but  one 
sheet,  open  at  the  sides  and  top,  but  close  at  the 
feet,  and  so  doubled.  When  passengers  go  to  bed, 
their  custom  waB  to  present  them  with  a  sleeping 
cup  of  wine  at  partTri^.  The  counti^  j^ple  ai^ 
merchants  used'  to  drink  largely ;  the  gentlemen 
somewhat  more  sparingly ;  yet  the  very  courtiers, 
ISy  night  meetihgs,  and'entert'ainifi^  any  stranger, 
ttscd  to  drink  healths  not  wUhbiit  esUress  $ .  and  to 
speak  truth  without  offence,  tfie  excess  of  drink- 
ing was  then  far  greater  in  general  among  tfie 
Scots  than  the  English*  Myself  being  at  the 
court,  invited  by  some  gentlemen  to  supper,  and 
being  forewarned  to  fear  this  excess,  would  not 
promise  to  sup  with  them,  but  upon  condition 
that  my  invftor  would  be  my  protection  from 
Targe  drinking,  whicji  fwas  many  times  forced'to 
invoke,  being  courteously  entertained,  and  much 
provoked  to  carousing ;  and  so  for  that  time 
avoided  any  gteat  intemperance.  Remembering 
this,  and  having  since  obsen^ed,  in  my  conversa- 
tion at  the  English  court,  with  the  Scots  of  the 
Better  sort^.  that  they  spend  great  part  of  the 
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ftigfirtld  drinldag  not  only  wine,  but  even  b^r  \  aa 
mysdf  cannot  accuse  them  of 'any  great  intern* 
perance,  so  I  cannot  altogether  free  them  from 
the  imputation  of  excess,  wherewith  the  popular 
voice  chargeth  them. 

The  husbandmen  m  Scotland,  the  servants,  and 
almost  all  the  country,  did  wear  coarse  cloth 
made  at  home  of  gray  or  sky  colour,  and  flat  blue 
eaps>  very  broads  The  merchants  in  cities  were 
attired  in  English  or  French  cloth,  of  pale  co* 
lour,  or  mingled  black  and  blue.  The  gentlemen 
did  wear  English  cloth  or  silk,  or  light  stuffs,  litt 
tie  or  nothing  adorned  with  silk  lace,  much  lets 
with  lace  of  silver  or  gold ;  and  all  followed  at 
this  time  the  French  fashion,  especially  in  court. 
Gentlewomen,  married,  did  wear  close  upper 
bodies  after  the  Oerman  manner,  with  large 
whale-bone  sleeves  after  the  French  manner,  short 
cloaks,  like  the  Germans,  French  hoods,  andlarge 
falling  bands  about  their  necks.  The  unmarried 
of  all  sorts  did  go  bare*headed,  and  wear  short 
cloaks*  with  most  close  linen  sleeves  on  their 
arms,  like  the  virgins  of  Germany.  The  inferior 
sort  of  citizens  wives,  and  the  women  of  th^ 
coun^,  did  Wear  cloaks  made  of  a  coarse  stuflT, 
of  two  or  three  colours,  in  chequer- work,  vulgar-, 
ly  caXltd  pladden.  To  conclude,  in  general,  they 
would  not  at  this  time  be  attired  after  the  Eng* 
LI 
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tishfaahloa  In  imf  sort ;  but  the  in^»  eiped^ 
at  cottrty  follow  the  French  fashioa }  and  the 
^omcn,  both  in  court  and  city,  as  well  in  cloaks 
as  naked  heads,  and  also  sleeves  on  the  aiin»,  and' 
aU  other  garments,  follow  the  iasMon  of  the  wt^' 
men  in  Germany.*' 

Such  is  the  picture  of  the  manners  of  the  iiW 
habitants  of  the  Scottish  metropolis  in  the  end 
of  the  sixteenth  century.  In  the  begiilnltag  of 
t4*e  seventeenth  century  they  were*  not  very  much 
improved.  Fraudulent  bankrupteies  seem  to 
Iiave  been  so  frequent  as  to  occasion  a  vei*y  severe 
law  to  be  passed  against  bankrupts  by  the  Court 
of  Session.  In  1 606  they  ordered  the  magistrate* 
of  the  city  to  erect  a  pillory  of  stone  near  tilt' 
inarket-cross,  with  a  seat  on  thetopof  }t,onwh?ch 
uere  to  be  placed  **  all  dyvours,-  (insolvent  debt* 
irrs)  quha  tall  sit  thairon  ane  mercat<[ay,  from 
ten  houres  in  the  morning,  quill  ane  horn*  after 
dinner."  Night  roberries  and  riots  on  fee  streets 
irere  also  at  this  time  common,  as  appears  ,fhAn  ah  * 
onler  of  the  Scottish  prrvy-cottncit  to  the  magis*' 
trates  to  keep  a  strict  guard,  and  f(»^bidding  alT 
persons  from  appearing  in  the*  streets  after  ttti 
o'clock  at  night.  Nor  was  the  accommbdatioii 
in  th?  city  at  this  time  very  elejant ;  for,  in  year 
iggi,  the  parliament  enacted,  that  the  house^in 
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iWiikyf  ii)8l6ad  at  tJistch,  or  bowdst  Aiifild  iii 
iii$uD9.t>e  coverod  with  tiles,  datea,  or  ltiMi« 

At  the  ^blk  cotFanoe  of  Charles  I.  iiUo  Edifl** 
lilDHrgby  alter  Jiis  accession  to  the  throne^  he  yr^B 
999CetTediQ  a  pompous  mamHarhfthe  magitttates  % 
attended  by  no  less  than  two  httadred  and  sixty 
•young  citiaBensy  dressed  in  white  satin  doHbktSy 
bla/ck  veUet  breeches,  and  white  silk  stockings!; 
and.  the  streets  through  which  he  passed  twerl^ 
lioog  with  tapestry  and  cavpetStf  •  The  tnfaabitaats 
of  Edinburgh  appear  by  this  time  to  have  improv*^ 
^considerably  in  their  dress,  when  so  many  of -the 
citizens  could  a£ford  to  appear  so  splendidly  ap* 
pareUed;  and  the  funiiture  of  their  houses,  by 
the  display  of  tapeotry  and  carpeting  on^  this  og« 
Casion,  was  far  from  being  despicable* 
.  In  the  year  1SS7,  a  curious  act  was  passed  by 
the  town<ouncil  with  respect  to  the  dress  of  the 
ladiesr  which  may  be  noticed  in  this  plaee  as  xU 
JIgttStrativd  of  the  manners  c^  the  times.  It  ap« 
pears  to  have  been  customary  at  that  period  for 
the  female  sex  to  wear  plakh  as  an  article  of  dresA, 
vrhich  for  some  unaccountable  reason  or  other 
had  given  offence  to  the  magistrates,  and  occa* 
stoned  their  passing  several  acts  against  the  prac* 
tice.  These  having  been  little  regarded  by  the 
ladies,  the.  act  above  alluded  was  published, 
wherein  they  state  that  ^  such  hes  bein  the  im« 

Lla 

Digitized  by  Google 


Smd^Qcie  <^  manierof  them,.  tbat^ef'hsi^e'<f<Mi- 
tine^dt  the  fonaid  faarbarom  haMtle,  andbet 
added  thaitto  the  weAirag  of  thdr  f^wti^s  and 
:petticote8  ^bout  their  heads  iDid  faces,  66  tiist 
the  84xne  k  now  beitome  the  ordihat  heiUttfe  ti 
ail  women  wttbin  the  cktiey  to  the  gerilei^  i^tK> 
ta^ion  oif  their  «ex»  xnatrones  slot  bein^  abHt  to%^ 
discerned  fi^m  itntinpettia  and  iowae  Imng  D^ 
•laen,  to  thair  awne  <yafaQnoixr  and  the  scandat^ 
Xbtt  aittie/'  ace.  The  pen^ty  attached  t^  the 
4ifiobedi6Qce  of  thi^  act  wa9  toiadiesof  qnafity 
•heavy  fines  and  cenaure,  and  for  the  lower  orden 
4ine8  and  banithmpnt.  Ttmporu  mutahtun  Did 
tbejione^t  magistrates  who  passed  ihis  act  live 
in  th«  present  tiosest  it  is  more  tlian  ^obable 
that  the  ladies*  under. the  Uke  penaltiesi  wotddho 
obliged  to  wear  some  addition  to  thek  present 
dr^ss,  as  they  do  not  seem  to  wish  t3  shroud 
rteir  beauties  either  in  ^piaidf"  or  **  pettkomJ* 
.  This  act  of  the  town^^ouactU  notwitnBtaadiBg 
th^  penalties  anni^xed  to  its  neglect,  does  not  ap» 
ptear  to  have  been  mwch  regarded.  A  traveller 
who  writes  from  Edinburgh  in  the  year  1 729  cay8» 
*}  I  have  been  at  several  cdncevts  of  music^  and 
must  say*  that  I  never  saw  in  any  nation  an  as* 
seipbiy  of  greater  beauties  than  those  I  have  seen 
^t  :gdinburgh.  •  The  ladies  dress  as  in  England, 
with  tlvis  differences  th?it  whe^  they  go  alnroftdi 
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^9001  tifaie  b^est  to  the  lowest^  tibey  vrtAr  n  p\sAif 
.ivhich  CQTiera  half  of  the  face  and  all  the  body/* 
In  tlie  dvU  wars  which  followed  tiiis  period, 
■the  traces  of  the  loanners  are  lost  aftiidst  the  fUry 
of  pc^cal  dissentions.  Jealousy,  mutual  dis-^ 
Anutf  and  animosityy  rankled  in- the  boeoms  6f 
the  laity;  and  a  striking  contempt  of  the  soclil 
pleasures,  and  a  rigid  cxetcise  of  the  duties  of  re- 
ligS0B«  animated  the  breasts  of  the  clergy*  The 
coniict  of^iassions  which  the  former  circumstan* 
ces  were  emulated  to  rouse  in  the  human  heart, 
iwd-ihe  sombre  hue  which  the  latter  unavoidably 
gia^e  to  ail  their  enjoyments,  characterize  the 
proteetorato  of  Cromwell.  On  the  restoratjon 
•ftOfaasles  II,  however,  the  scene  was  changed, 
hospitality  was  revived,  and  horGe-racin£^,  cock. 
fii^tiog,  and  other  amusements,  were  now  canied 
|o  excess. 

.  lo  the  year  1660  the  first  stage-coach  between 
fidinbiitgh  and  Leith  was  licensed  by  the  magis- 
tf«ites;  and  in  1677  the  town-coui^cil,  with  a 
kMuiablc  zeal  to  repress  the  impositions  generally^ 
Ifid  upon  the  citizens  who  fnqaaxtedpetM^'^ed^ 
dk^rs^  ondered,  that  in  foture  no  person  ehould 
jiCfSBttme  to  take,  cu<  tfaeseoccasions,  for  a  man's 
4K«ser>,moretb3n  S4  ^iliings  Scots  (2s.  ^Sterllnig), 
and  from  women  is  shtUmgs  Scots  (is.  6d.  Ster(. 
^p%)i  Jo/thie.anxe  year  they  passed  an^D;^,  or^ 
1.10 
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fkring  that  all  persons  building  houses  sbooldy 
instead  of  wood,  (which  had  been  fonnei4y  u^d 
fbr  this  purpose),  build  them  with  stone,  aiid  in- 
stead of  thatch^  cover  the  roofa  with  tHes  or 
al^tes,  under  a  penalty  of  500  mcrks,  and  the 
house  to  be  denwlished.  Coilee'»house&.were  also 
first  licensed  lax  Edinbuvgh  in  this  ytac*- 

In  the  short  reign  of  James  II*  (os  VIT.)  reli* 
gtous  regards  seem  to  have  oo^upiedthe  atten« 
Aon  of  the  citizens,  and  to  have  had  a  consider* 
^le  share  in  swaying  the  manii^s  of  the  tilnes; 
Kone  durst'  teach  dicing  in  public  €fr  prinifee 
without  a  liceiioe  from  the  magistrates^  all  per« 
sons  fnind'oa  tfa&  streets  in  the  time  «f  dfone 
Service  Were  taken  op  by.  persons  appdnted^for 
this  purpose,  and  who  iatbeilanguage  d€tiMd«y 
were  called  Siewn*  Absmrd  and  ektravaigaiit 
punishments  for  fornication  we^  *introdtteedf 
whieh  bften  were  the  oceasion  of  crimes  of  a 
deeper  dye.  Thestf  were  the  pillory  asid  n^n^ 
ing'Stooly  an  instrument  of  ecclesiastical  tymmy 
whkb  is  not  yet  alt^gsther  laid  adia  Tlie«sem 
of  witchcraft  W9s  also  not  yet  over;'  and  snny 
old  Women,  accused  by  the  ignorant  orthe^enf 
.vions  of  this,  were  tormented  by  the  rabble^  1% 
))y  their  confession  of  an  imaginary dbne^  aireiid 
was -put  to  their  su^leringib  "te^latsasithe-yeir 
497^1)0  If^ss  tlnHD  ten  wPineo  mit  triecMw^tM 
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crfmc  before  the  coitrt  of  justiciary,  convicted  on 
their  own  confession,  strangled  at  a  stake  and 
burned.  What  may  be  thought  of  the  manners 
oi  tfastt  periody  even  among  the  higher  rankS| 
when  the  supreme  criminid  court  of  the  nation 
could  judge»  and  fifteen  impartial  jury  men  con- 
vict, ten  women  for  a  crime  which  has  only  its 
origin  in  ignorance  and  superstition. 

In  the-  beginnhig  of  the  eighteenth  f  enturyt, 
public  amusements  began  to  be  introduced  into 
Ediabnrgfa  in  greater  variety  than  formerly.  Oi 
MiQ»e  music,  dancing,  and  the  theatre,  were  the 
efaief ;  4ii)d  perhaps  had  no  small  effect  in  the 
WBfpvQKcment  of  manners.  >  Science  alsio  now 
began  to  dawn  m  tl»  Scottish  capital  with  a  dis-r 
tingutsh^  lustre ;  and  industry"  and  commerce^ 
by  the^voduction  of  luxury,  almost  entirely 
changed  the  habits  of  the  inhabitants.  Still, 
however^  the  gloom  with  which  rigid  presbyter^ 
ianism  shaded  all  the  transactions  till  the  middle' 
•f  the  18th  cemtury)  was  remarkably  conspicuous 
in 'their  "aversion  to  stage  performances,  and  other 
anM3«ements. 

*  A  paper  published  by  Mr.  William  Creech  in 
ilhe  Statistical  account  of  Scotland,  throws  con<« 
iidefable- light  on  the  manners  of  this  period, 
:Ffom  thi»  account  it  spears,  that  in  1763  people 
M  fatfhiim  diitcd'i(t"twg  o-c}odE>  or  ^.UttiQ  a^«« 
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^  and  business  was  attended  to  in  tb«  idtsrn^agh 
It  was  a  common  practice  at  that  tUn^  for  the 
merchants  to  shut  their  shops  at  o^^  o'clock^ 
and  to  open  them  again  after  dinger  at  twQ« 
Wine  at  this  time  was  seldom  seenj  or  in  a  small 
quantity,  at  the  tables  of  the  middle  rank  of  peo-t 
^le.  It  was  the  fashion  for  gentlemen  to  attend 
the  drawing-rooms  of  thp  Ifdies  in  the  aftemooniik 
to  drink  tea,  and  to  mix  in  the  agteeable  societf 
and  conversation  of  the  woinen.  people  at  this 
period  too  were  interested  about  religiop^  and  it 
v/as  fashionable  to  go  to  church.  Sunday  waift 
by  all  ranks  strictly  observed  ^  a  day»  of  devo-. 
tion,  and  few  were  seen  strollii?g  abo^t  tbe  ^tn^U 
during  the  time  of  public  worship.  F4mUies.at- 
tended  churchy  with  their  children  aJ9d  f^exvants, 
and  family- wor,ship  at  home  was  not  unfrecptent. 
The  collections  made  at  tbe  ch^rch-door^for  the 
poor  amounted  at  this  time  to  15001.  and  up^ 
wards  yearly. 

In  1763,.  according  to  Mr,  Creeiji,  nia«tir9» 
tpok  charge  of  the  moral  conduct  of,  Iheir  ap« 
prentices,  and  generally  kept  them  under  ti^eir  ey^ 
in  their  own  houaes,  Tbe  clergy  visiteds  c?|e» 
chised,  and  instructed  tbe  fapsilies  withii^  thdr 
respective  parishes  in  the  principle  of  mprali^yk 
Christianity,  and  the  relative  duties  of  life.  Tbt 
lu^ach  of  tbe  seyenth  cojxunand^^nt  w^s  ptuaid^ . 
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405  , 
'td  by  fine  and  church  cenmre.  Any  instance  of 
conjugal  infidelity  in  a  woman  would  have  banish- 
*!d  her  irretiievably  from  society,  and  her  com- 
pany would  have  been  rejected  even  by  men  whp 
paid  any  regard  to  their  character.  The  fines  col- 
lected by  the  klrk^trecuurer  for  natural  children 
Amounted  to  about  1541.  annually.  There  were  at 
this  time  only  abbut  five  or  six  houses  of  bad  fame^ 
abd  a  very  few  of  the  lowest  order  of  femalea 
lAcuik^d  about  the  streets  at  night.  Street-rob- 
fory  and  picking  of  pockets  were  unknown. 
flouse-Ureaking  and  *  robbery  were  extremely 
iHre ;  and  maiiy  p€lople  thought  it  unnecessary 
tb  lock  their  doors  at  night.  The  execution  of 
cnmihals  in  Edinburgh  for  capital  crimes  wa^ 
rare;  and  three  annually  were  reckoned  the  ave- 
rage for  the  whole  kingdom  of  Scotland.  For 
many'  years  in  fidinburgh  there  wras  no  execu* 
tJori. 

In  the  year  17«3  there  vas  no  such  amusement 
as  public  cock-fighting,  the .  establishments  of 
this  kind  which  were  in  the  city  before  having 
been  given  up.  A  young  man  was  termed  a  fme 
fiiiowi  who  to  a  well  informed  and  accomplish. 
cd  mind,  added  elegance  of  manners,  and  a  con- 
duct guided  by  principle ;  one  who  would  not 
have  injured  the  rights  of  the  meanest  individual  j 
wto  O0i^acted*no  debts  that  he  could  not  pay  \ 
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\vho  thought  every  breach  9f  morality.  u|^>e^qv 
iiig  the  chiuracter  of  a  gentleman ;  aad  who  stg^ 
Uied  to  be  useful  to  society,  so  far  as  his  oppor^ 
tunities  or  abilities  enabled'  him.  At  this  tini^ 
in  the  best  families  in  town,  the  educatipn .  of 
daughters  was  Bttedt  not  only  to  ^belUsh  anj 
improve  theu:  minds,  but  to  accompli^  them 
in  the  useful  arts  .of  domestic  economy.  Tlie 
tewing-school,  the  pastry-school^  wi^'e.jthen  e£^$c% 
tial  branches  of  female  education  y  nor  wa»  4 
young  lady  of  the  best  family jishaaied  to  go  t^ 
market  with  her  mother.  At  this  time  tp^ 
young  ladies,  even  by  themselves,  p^ght  Jia?9 
walked  through  the  streets  of  the  cijty  ip  ppfiep| 
safety  at  any  hour ;  aiKl  no  person  would  Jhaye 
{>re8umed  to  speak  to  or  interrupt  them* 

The  weekly  concert  in  1763  be^an  at  fit 
o'clock,  and  the  performance  was  qtytr.ait  an,  ear« 
Ij  hour.  The  morality  6i  stage-plays  was  at  tbiff 
time  much  agitated  and.  sevor^lof  .the  fsIeiOT 
were  censured  for  attending  the  theiMliie.  Bf 
those  who  attended  this  aipfusemept  wi^QPt  KBiB* 
pie,  Saturday  night  was  thought  tl^e  pnost  imptor 
per  in  the  week  for  going  to  the  play. .  JSvevy 
thing,  either  improper  in  sentiment  or  4£Comm^ 
would  have  been  hissed  at,  with  ipd^gnation  at 
this  period.  In  the  dancing  assembly  rooms,  m 
1763,  strict  regularity  with  respect  to  dre^  ant 
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rfccornm,  and  great  ^gnity  of  manners,  were  ob- 
served. The  profits  of  this  assembly  went  to  the 
Charity-work-house.  The  company  at  the  pub- 
lic asseniblies  niet  at  five  o'clock  in  the  afternoonf 
and  the  dancing  began  at  six,  and  ended  at  eleven, 
by  public  orders  of  the  manager,  which  were  ne- 
ver transgressed. 

'  In  the  year  1 76S,  the  accommodation  of  the  in- 
habitants 6f  Edinburgh  was  mean,  compared  to 
what  ^t  now"  is*    The  city  at  that  time  was  al- 
ihost  cohfined  within  the  walls,  and  the  suburbs 
Were  of  small  extent.    With  respect  to  lodging, 
thfe  houses  which  in  1763  were  possessed  by  the 
fifst  families,  were  twenty  years  after  inhabited 
By  tradesmen  or  bj  people  in  humble  life.    The 
lord  Justice-clerk's'  house  was  possessed  by  a 
Fifench  teacher,  lord  President  Craigie's  house  by 
t  touping-wife,  (saleswoman  of  old  'furniture), 
^d  \otd  Drummore*s  house  was  left  by  a  chair- 
llian  for  want  of  Accommodation.    In  1 763  there 
were  only  two  stage-coaches  to  the  town  of 
Leith,  and  the  only  other  in  the  Scottish  capital 
was  one  to  London,  which  set  off  once  a  months 
iAd  was  'from  twelve  to  sixteen  days  on  the 
ibad.    The  hackney  coaches  at  this  time  were 
few  in  numberi  and  perhaps  the  worst  of  the 
kind  in  Britain,    But  the  want  of  these  was  lesa 
iiJveitly  felt  at  this  period,  ^om  the  great  quanti* 
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tf  of  sedan^chairsy  which  were  to  be  had  at-  H 
Very  rtioderate  price.  In  1763  few  coaches;  were 
mad6  in  Edinburgh ;  and  the  nobility  and  fentry 
in  general  brought  their  carriages  from  London^ 
Perfumers  shops  were  not  at  tl^s  tiiae  kaovnt 
and  there  Was  no  such  pro^^on  as  a  haberda* 
sher.  Hair-dressets  were  numevous,  but  were 
hardly  permitted  to  exercise  their  profession  oo 
Sundays,  and  many  of  them  voluntarily  declined 
it.  There  was  no  such  thing  known  or  used  as  an 
timbrella.  .  The  wages  to  maid^serrants  at  this 
period  were  from  sU  to  4l.a  year.  They  dressed' 
decently  in  blue  or  red  cloaks  or  plaidsy  suitablff^ 
to  their  stations,  few  families  had  men  aer* 
Tants.  The  wages  were  from  6l.  to  loL  per  am-* 
num.  A  stranger  coming  to  Edinburgh  waa 
6bliged  to  put  up  at  a  dirty  uncomfoi^le  ini^ 
or  to  remove  to  private  lodgings.  There  was  no 
such  place  as  a  hotel ;  the  word  indeed  was  not 
known,  or  was  only  intelligible  to  persons  ac^. 
quainted  with  the  French. 

The  chief  characteristic  feature  of  the  times  w&  > 
are  speaking  of  seems  to  have  been  a  fonnallty» 
which  those  who  recollect  the  period  call  deco* 
rum,  an  affected  gravity,  which  has  beta  called  * 
dignity,  and  a  sanctimonious  preciseness  and  re» 
gularity,  the  last  remains  of  fanaticism,  which  haa 
1>een  named  prudence  and  propriety.    It  isnatn^ 
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ral  for  those  who  speot  the  best  part  of  tbeh'  Itfy 
.  about  the  time  we  have  mentionedy  to  look  back 
with  partiality  to  that  perfod,  and,  when  com- 
paring it  with  the  present,  to  look  with  less  com- 
placeoey  upon  that  freedom  of  manner,  unshack- 
led with  aiftctcd  gravity  or  distant  reserve,  which 
m^ffks  the  present  age ;  but  we  do  not  choose  to 
rank  among  those  common-place  declaimers  who 
.think  erery  socceediag  age  to  be  worse  than  the 
former* 

The  gentleman  from  whose  notes  we  have 
chiefly  extracted  the  preceding  state  of  the  man- 
ners of  the  inhabitants  of  Edinburgh  in  1763,  has 
fortiiliately  also  given  a  statement  of  facts  relat- 
ing to  the  same  subject  in  1 763.  If  this  statment 
be  Gorrccty  ^whieh'we  have  no  reason  to  doubt), 
luxury  and  licentiousness)  rapine  and  robbery,  had 
IB  the  short  space  of  twenty  years  made  a  re- 
markable progress  indeed.  Happily,  however, 
the  current  of  vice  has  not  increased  with  the 
same  rapidity  since  that  time,  or  we  should  by 
this  time  have  been  totally  overwhelmed  in  it. 

In  17«B,  people  of  fashion  j  and  of  the  middle 
rank,  dined  at  four  or  five  o'clock :  No  business 
was  done  in  the  afternoon,  dinner  of  itself  having 
become  a  very  serious  matter.  Every  trades- 
man in  decent  circumstances  presented 'wine  after 
diaocx^  and  many  in  plenty  axid  variety.  A^' 
Mm 
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this  time  the  drawing-rooms  Wtei^  tbisStf  4&^ef€* 
ed ;  invitations  to  tea  in  the  afternoon  were  gkeit 
up ;  and  the  only  opportunity  gentlemen  had  of 
bting  in  the  company  of  the  ladies  was  when  th^ 
happened  to  mejj  together  at  dinner  or  supper  j 
and  even  then  an  impatience  was  sometimes 
shewn  till  the  ladies  retired.  Card-parflesy  after 
a  long  dinner^  and  also  after  a  late  suppbr^  wcte 
frequent.  Attendance  on  church  too,  at  this  jic- 
riod,  was  greatly  neglected,  and  particularly  hf 
the  men ;  Sunday  was  by  many  made  a  day  of 
relaxation ;  and  young  people  were  allowed  to 
stroll  about  at  all  hours.  Families  thought  it  un- 
genteel  to  take  their  domestics  to  church  with 
them ;  the  streets  were  far  from  being  void  of 
people  in  the  time  of  public  worship ;'  and  in  the 
evenings  were  frequently  loose  and  riotous ;  par- 
ticularly owing  to  bands  of  apprentice-boys  dnd 
young  lads.  Family  worship  was  almost  disused* 
The  weekly  collections  at  the  church  doors  for 
the  poor  had  greatly  decreased  in  amount. 

In  1783,  (says  Mr.  Creech),  few  masters  wouCl 
fbceive  apprentices  to  lodge  in  their  hbusfcs.  If 
.  they  attended  their  hours  of  business,  masters 
took  no  farther  charge.  The  rest  of  their  time 
/rtight  be  passed,  as  too  frequently  happeii^  in  vice 
<^'nd  debauchery ;  hence  they  become  idle,  Inso- 
ient,  and  dishonest.    The  wages  to  joumeyitiai 
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jm4  disturbances  frequently  happened  for  a  stiU 
farther  increase :  Yet  many  of  them  riot  on  Sun- 
j^Y*  ^X^  ^^^?  ^^1  ^onday;9  ^^^  c^n  afford  to  dp 
this  on  iive  days  labour.  Visiting  and  catechis- 
ing by  the  clergy  were  disused  (except  by  a  very 
/ei»r) ;  apd  if  people  do  not  choose  .to  go  to 
.church, they  may  remain  as  ignorant  as  Hottentots, 
^d  the  ten  cofnmandments.  be  as  little  knowp 
,a^  obsolete  acts  of  parliament.  At  this  time^ 
likewise,  although  the  law  punishing  adultery 
with  death  was  unrepealed,  (says  Mr.  Creech)^ 
yet,  strange  to  tell,  it  ceased  to  be  acted  upon  ^ 
^church  censure  was  disused,  and  separations  an^ 
.^divorces  were  become  frequent.  Even  the  wo- 
pen  who  were  rendered  infamous  by  public 
■^ivorce,  had  been,  by  some  people  of  fashioni^ 
^gain  received  into  society.  The  fines  collected 
J)y  the  kirk^treasurer^  for  bastard  children^ 
^mounted  to  600l.  The  number  of  brothels  h«i# 
increased  twenty-f<pld  since  1763,  and  the^  wo* 
.pien  of  the  town  more  than  a  hundred  fold* 
jEvery  quarter  of  the  city  gjid  suburbs  was  infea- 
tefi  with  multitudes  of  fenjialjes  abandoned  to 
Tice;  and  street-robbery,  house-breajting,  and 
theft,  were  astpnishingly  frequent.  At  one  tiine,  at 
.this  period,  tliere  were  no  less  than  six  criroipal# 
lender  Qgiitence  of  deatli  in  £dinburg|i  prison  ii^i 
M  m  2  ' 
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^e  weelc ;  and  upon  the  aQtamn  ciittift  tof  VllSi 
-jrear{l  798)  no  less  than  thirty-seven x:isipltar  incGct- 
ittents  were  issued. 

Ih  1783  there  were  many  pubHe  cock-fighting 
tikatches,  or  rnainsy  as  they  are  lechnically  term- 
edy  and  a  regular  oock-pft  wa*  built  for  thia 
^hool  of  <Tttehy.  A  young  nun  at  this  tii&e 
was  termed  a  J!ne  fiHotiVj  who  xsould  drink  three 
Iwttles  of  wine ;  whd  discharged  all  debts  of  hofp- 
mirf  (game  debts  and  tavern  bills),  and  evaded  jpdfy- 
mentof  every  othei*;  who  swore  immodcrateIy,^4n4 
before  ladies^  and  talked  of  his  kvord  of  honour 'f 
"Who  ridiculed  religion  and  morality  as  folFy  and 
hypocrisy,  (but  without  atgument);  who  wat 
^very  jolly  at  the  table  of  his  friend,  and  would 
lose  no  opportunity  of  seducing  his  Wife,  or  of 
-debauchhig  his  daughter;  but,  on  the  mention  of 
such  a  thing  being  attempted  to  his  own  con» 
sections,  would  have  cut  the  throaty  or  blown  otit 
the  brains  of  his  Nearest  companion  offering  such 
<an  insult ;  who  was  forward  i|i  all  the  fashionable 
follies  of  the  time;  who  disregarded  the  interesta 
of  society,  or  the  good  of  mankind,  if  they  inteiu' 
fiered  with  his  own  vicious,  selfish  pursuits  and 
pleasures*  At  this  period,  .the  daughters  of 
many  tradesmen  consumed  their  mornings  at  the 
toilet,  or  in  strolling  from  shop  to  shop,  Sec 
jftfany  of  them  would  fciive  bJvi^ed  to  Aaiv^  beet 
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%^  iq  a  QiAiket.  The  csttes  of  the  family  weif 
devolved  upon  a  house-keeper,  and  the  youn^ 
lady  employed  those  heavy  hours  when  she  wa» 
disengaged  from  public  or  private  amuseinentsy 
In  improving  her  mind  from  the  precious  stores 
of  ^  circulating,  library;  and  all,  whether  they 
had  taste  for  it  or  not,  were  taught  music.  Such, 
was  the  danger  at  this  time  to  which  unprotected 
females  were  exposed,  that  the  mistresses  of 
boardinji^  schools  fpund  it  necessary  to  advertise^ 
that  their  young  ladies  were  not  permittted  to  go 
abroad  without  proper  attendants. 
,  In  17$3  the  weekly  co(icert  b^gan  at  seven 
o'cIo<;k ;  but  it  was  not  in  ^neral  well  attended* 
The  morality  pf ,  stage  plays,  or  their  effects  oq 
«ocie,ty,  were  never  thougjit  of,  and  the  most 
crowded,  houses  were  always  on  Saturday  nights 
The  boxes  for  the  Saturday  night  plays  were  ge-* 
n^^liy  taken  for  the  season,  and  strangers  on  that 
night  could  seldom  procure  a, place.  The  gait. 
leries  never  failed  to  applaud  what  they  formerly 
would  have  hissed  as  improper  in  sentiment  or 
decorum.  The  public  assemblies  met  at  eight 
ai\d  nine  o'clock,  and  the  lady  directress  some- 
times did  not  make  her  appearance  till  ten.  The* 
young  masters  and  misses,  who  would  have  beex^ 
mortified  not  to  have  se^n  out  the  ball,  thus  re- 
turned, home  at  three  or  "four  in  the  morni;^ 
M  nj  s 
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«Tid  yawned,  and  gaped,  and  cmn^iiSltkcd  of  head^ 
achs  all  the  next  day. 

In  1783,  the  accommodation  of  the  inhabltanti 
of  Edinburgh  was  splendid,  and  the  houses  in  the 
Ne^  Town  unrivalled  in  elegance.  The  citf 
*ad  extended  so  much,  that  it  covered  twice  the 
extent  of  ground  it  formerly  did.  The  stage- 
coaches to  Leith'  and  other  parts  were  tripl«^ 
and  no  less  than  fifteen  every  week  «et  out  for 
liondon,  and  reached  it  in  sixty  hours.  The 
hackney-coaches  at  this  time  were  the  handsomest 
in  Britain.  Coaches  and  chaisec  were  Gonstrus* 
ted  as  elegantly  in  Edinburgh  as  any  where  in 
Europe ;  and  many  were  annually  exported  to  St, 
Petersburgh  and  the  cities  on  the  Baltic.  The 
pri>fe88ion  of  a  haberdasher,  which  was  not  knovi 
in  1763,  was  now  nearly  the  most  common  ii) 
town.  (This  profession  includes  many  txm<h»» 
the  mercer,  the  millinor,  the  linen-draper,  the 
hatter,  the  hosier,  the  glover,  and  many  otherl.) 
Perfumers  had  now  splendid  shops  in  every.  pri»- 
cipal  street-;  and  some  of  them  advertised  theioeep- 
Sng  of*  bears,  to  kill  occasionally,  for  greasing  la- 
dies  and  gentlemens  hair,  as  superior  to  any  olhfcr 
•nimal  fat.  Hair-dressers  were  more  than  tripled 
'  in  number,  and  their  busiest  day  was  Sunday. 
An  Eminent  surgeon,  who  had  occasion  to  walk 
'  ;i^reat  dt^i  in  the  covneof  Ue  bu6lac6a»<r&9 


d  by  Google 


«5 

^tse^.ftn  tux^Ilaia  EdinburgU,  in  tlie  year  nao-; 
jxad  in  1783  they  were  much  used.  .  Maid-ser- 
.irants  dre«sed  now  as  fine  as  their  mis|Tes3e3  did 
lui  X7i63.  ■  Almost  every  genteel  family  had  a  man- 
s«ervant ;  and  the  wages  wdre  from  lOl.  td  20l.  a- 
;year.  In  1733,  also,  a  stranger  might  have  been 
accommodated  no^  only  comfortably,  but  ele- 
^gantly  at  many  public  hotels;  and  the  person 
who,  in  I7«s,  was  obliged  to  put  up  withac- 
/coomiodation  little  better  thaji  thai  of  a  waggoner 
:or  carrier,- may  now  be  lodged  like  a  prince,  and 
^comn^and  every  luxury  of  life. 

Such  are,  according  to  Mr.  Creech,  the  features 
»«f  the  times  in  1783.  Less  rigid,  morose,  and 
•vmffected  than  those  of  1763,  an  ease  of  manner 
i»«eem8  to  have  been  by  this  time  introduced,  whicli 
♦.characterizes  an  improvement  in  manners*  Of 
.  morals,  this  period,  from  the  foregoing  facts  coii- 
-ceming  the  decay  of  religious  principle,  the  mul- 
tiplication of  the  women  of  the  town,  of  robbe- 
ries, and  the  late  hours  which  fashion  had  intra* 
duced,  presents  not  such  a  pleasing  picture. 

«  In  no  respect,**  says  Mr.  Creech,  «  were  th« 
^manncM  of  176S  and  178S  more  remarkable, tham 
.in  the.decency,  dignity,  and  delicacy  of  the  one 
period,  compared  with  the  looset;ess,  dissipation, 
and  licentiousness  of, the  other.  Many  peoplb 
iOf^tscd  to  bli&Bh  at  vhat  ^iMitd  formerly  k^vc 
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fi|pareckfl«ied  a  crime/'— «  The  Bch^i^arofjlJie^ 
last  age  (says  Dr.  Gregory)  v/as  very  reserved  and 
stately.     It  would  now  be  reckoned  stiff  and 
formal.    Whatever  it  was,  it  had  certainly  the 
effect  of  making  them  more  respected." 

^  Of  the  leading  traits  of  the  manners  since  that 
period,  the  following  is- a  short  sketch, — ^Thelipt- 
ury  of  the  table,  and  the  fate  hours  of  dinner  and 
amusements,  have  much  increased  sinke   17834 
By  the  more  opulent  trade3men  and  merchants^ 
business  is  little  attended  to  in  the  afternoon;., 
and  the  variety  of  delicacies  at  their  tables  is  per« 
)iaps  equal  to  what  the  first  circles  had  in  1763» . 
The  company  of  the  ladies  is  also,  as  in  ITSSy 
much  neglected,  and  the  bottle  is  preferred  to 
the  amusements  of  the  drawing-room.    Atten- 
d^ceat  churph,  however,  was  in  1 796  fashionable* 
and  a  universal  interest  was  excited  with  re^sard 
to  religion.    The  large  building  of  Lhe  Circus,, 
which  bad  been  ^erected  in  17S8  for  equest^a  . 
performances,  and  in  1792  convert^  into  a  play- 
house, was  now  occupied  as  a  place  of  worship*, 
and  considerable  sums  of  money  were  sub^ribed  . 
for  sending  missionaries  to  convert  the  heathen 
in  foreign  lands.    At  this  time  religious  zeal  was  , 
so  universal,  that  even  some  of  the  servants  of ' 
Saturti  the  players  themselves,  became  ministerf 
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-^  the  gospfel*.  Sunday,  however,  was  iidl  ni 
Tigidly  oHsaved  as  in  1763,  and  it  still  continued 
by  many  to  be  held  as  a  day  of  relaxation.  Whe- 
^er  fsjxhity-worship  was  much  attended  to  in  the 
*peripd  we  are  speaking  df,  we  have  not  iscertain- 
ed^  but  public  prayers  were  more  ''frequent  tha^ 
before.  Religious  societies  were  also  formed  for 
propagatinjg  the  gospel  at  home ;  places  of  wori. 
«hip  called  Tabernacles  were  built ;  the  ScottJsi 
capital  was  inundated  with  itinerant  preachers 
lit>m  England  ;  and  from  it  as  a  centre  mission- 
aries were  issued  to  every  part  of  the  country; 
Ohe  of  the  most  elegant  amusements  of  the  me- 
tropolis, the  concerts  at  St.  Cecilia's  Hall,  was 
at  this  time  given  up,  and  the  ball  itself  was» 
jmd  is  still,  occupied  as  a  place  of  worship. 

Visiting  and  catechising  their  parishioiiers  ii 
by  the  clei^gy  at  this  time  (1805)  almost  entirely 
given  up,  excepting  among  the  dissenters^  and 
these  too  do  not  officially  visit  so  often  as  formerly. 
Feople  of  fashion  do  not  frequent  the  church  so 
jDfben  ai  a  few  years  ago ;  and  the  number  of  fines 
for  natural  childi'en  has  not  decreased  in  the  hands 
of  the  present  kirk-treasurer.  The  nimiber  qf 
jlpfostittttes,  which,  according  to  Mr.  Creech,  had 

'-'"'■    '       '"■   '  ".  ■■  J       ':''•-      >       '  ■  v  I   !■ 
*  /Ur.E^ifiiHirgh  Mlasiofiarj  Migtsioe,  Vol.  I. 
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Increased  m^re.  than  a  htmdred/^d  in  .th^  .im$ 
$pajce  of  twenty  years,  (from  1763  to  1783^  haf 
hot  increased  in  the  same  ratio  since  the  latter  of 
jthese  periods,  though  their  number  has  not  pec> 
haps  much  diminished.  The  torrent  of  vkf^ 
ivrhlph,  from  the  facts  exhibited^  appears  to  hav^ 
)>een  so  alarming  at  that  period,  has  b^en  stopped 
else  by  this  time,  on  the  same  average  of  increase^ 
the  number  of  prostitutes  would  have  amounte^, 
to  that  of  the  present  population  of  the  city.  Thp 
wages  oiF  Journeymen,  since  1783,  has  been  mud| 
increased,  and  nearly  doubled  since  that  tunc^ 
Housebrealungs  and  robberies  at  present  are  i;are  j 
and  the  execution  of  criminals  seldom  occurs  io 
Edinburgh.  If  the  terror  pf  ecclesiasticai  pu^ 
nishments,  the  repenfrng-itool^  ^nd  public  jafisfiu^ 
fjon  to  the  kirkf  did  not  precipitaite  unfortunate 
women  into  the  unnatural  crime  of  child-murdei^ 
perhaps  a  series  of  years  might  be  mentioned,  itf 
which  there  was  no  capital  offence  cpmmitted  la 
Scotland. 

Public  cock-fighting  matches  are  now  near^ 
^iven  up  in  the  city ;  and  this  barbarous  amuser 
^  ment,  it  is  hoped,  will  soon  be  laid  aside  for  ever. 
Of  the  fnefelJcxw  of  1805  it  is  difficult  to  strik^ 
the  peculiar  likeness.  Less  accomplished  than 
those  of  1768,  and  without  many  of  the  vice*  of 
tho^  of  178S,  thejlnffeilow  of  the  pses^t  day' 
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is  tiihJr  ah  otject  of  laughter  tteiit  censure,  ot 
pitj  rather  than  of  reprobation.  He  can  drive  i 
i^oach,  full  of  ladies,  equal  to  the  most  expe- 
rienced coachm^";  does  not  often  overturn  the 
icaniage,  and  very  seldom  rides  down  old  people 
tar  children.  •  As  a  genealogist  he  equals  the  liighv 
lander  or  Welchman ;  can  trace  the  pedigree  or 
CMftriier  through  a  hundred  descents,  an<!f  enu- 
merate all  the  dams i  grand-dams f  Said  great^grand--: 
dantSf  with  the  moat  fluent  accui'acy.  He  is  2k 
skilful  physiognomist  j  can  tell  the  good  or  bad 
Qualities  of  a  horse  at  first  sight ;  and  in  the  re- 
fined cnaployments  of  the  stable,  caq  vie  with 
the  most  expert  groom  or  stable-boy.  With  re* 
gard  to  religion,  unless  he  acquires  it  in  the  Ra-^ 
xer^s  Ka!endar\  or  ^TapVn^s  Farriery y  he  has  no 
opportunity  of  knowing  any  thing  about  it.  Buf 
m  other  parts  of  education  he  is  not  deficient : 
ie  excels  in  those  tropes  or  figures  of  speech 
^hich  the  vulgar  call  swearing ;  and  his  method 
of  argument  is  much  more  simple  and  convincing 
tiian  the  analytic  or  synthetic  modes  of  the  schools^ 
By  this  mode  (betting}  he  could  argue  with  a 
philosopher,  and  come  off  victorious,  unless  the 
philosopher  were  richer  than  he.  As  to  the  fair 
sex,  the  elegant  society  of  the  stable  is  preferable, 
in  his  estimation^  to  that  of  the  drawing-room ; 
Wd  thfi  lounge  amoilg  hrothcv  frte-fel/owj  in  the 
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pcffec-homef  or  the  tavern,  is  supeijor  to  fS» 

.  company  of  the  ladies,  in  whose  conversation  hia 
accotnplishments  do  not  enable  him'  to  bear  a 
part*  He  pays  his  debts  of  honour  much  in  the 
' .  same  manner  as  tht  fine  fellvu)  of  1789  \  and  like 
him  can  drink  three  bottles  of  wine^  kick  tilr 
waiter,  and  knock  down  watchmen  wkh  a  good 
frace.  In  short,  the /«;  j&Z/o^  of  the  prescttt 
day  is  neither  calculated  to  add  much  to  virtue 
by  his  good  qualities  nor  to  increase  vice  by  hiSr 
bad  ones. 

Balls  and  concerts  are  conducted  much  in  the 
same  naanner  as  in  1 783,  except  that  perhaps  later 
hours  are  become  more  fashionable.  In  the  thea« 
tre,  though  loose  expressions  may  still  be  ap^ 
plauded  by  the  upper  galTery,  yet  by  the  other 
parts  of  the  audience  they  are  always  reprobatedr 
Of  the  present  manners  of  the  fetnale  sex,  the 
improvement  is  certainly  striking.  Though  the 
young  ladies  are  sddom  to  be  seen  at  market,  or 
perhaps  do  not  interest  themselves  much  in  tiie 
management  of  household  affairs,  yet  we  may 
pronounce  them  superior  to  those  of  176S,  or 
1783.  Music,  dancing,  and  a  grammatical  know- 
ledge of  their  own  and  of  the  French  and  Italiaa 
languages,  are  essential  parts  of  modem  female 
eiiucation ;  and  though  the  making  of  pastry^ 
jelliesi^  and  gooseberry-wiDtjSi,  aie'oothdld  of  m^ 
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.-aueh  kn|^o0Unce  as  they  appear  tg  hare  beei^Sf 
the  Stat  of  these  periodsy  yet  they  are  not  even 
now  totally  negated.  As  domestic  convenience 
the  ladles  of  1805  may  possibly  be  inferior  to 
^ose  of  1763 ;  but  as  accomplished  companions^ 
they  are  certainly  fir  their  superiors. 

Theaeeommodationy  in  every  respect,  is  better 
now  thaa  at  any  former  period.  The  £dinburgk 
inns  aod  thotds  eqaal  those  of  any  city  in  elegance 
.and  ready  service;  and  if  the  manners  of  the 
people  are  not  so  perfect  as  might  bewished^ 
4hey  are  at  least  as  good  as  could  be  expected^ 
hi  a  citef  where  wealth  and  luxury  give  so  many 
temptations  to  corruption  and  vice*  * 

The  gentleman  of  1763  seems  to  have  been  so 
much  under  the  restraint  of  rules,  which  regulated 
all  his  periods  of  amusement^  as  to  leave  him  very 
little  exercise  of  thought,  or  allow  him  littlie 
liberty  of  consulting  his  own  ease  or  pleasure. 
In  178S  this  stiffness  was  thrown  off;  ease  and 
familiarity  occupied  its  place ;  but  vice  and  folly 
teem  to  have  predominated. '  In  I9ct5^  this  ease 
and  freedom  of  manner  continues;  but  to  the 
honour  of  the  timesy  vice  is  not  so  prevalent  a» 
It  is  related  to  have  been  in  1783. — ^The  ladies 
bave  also  much  changed  since  17639  but  that 
'  change  has  been  for  the  better.  At  that  period 
they  were  gfiod  housewives  and  fittcses,  and  per*- 
Na 
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haps  little  else;  but  in  1783  ^nd  1805,  if  they 
have  lost  something  of  these  qualities,  they  have 
made  it  sufficiently  up,  by  improving  themselves 
in  all  that  can  be  expected  or  wished  in  an  intc- 
ilesting  agreeable  conipanion. 


HAEKiBTS,  FUfiL,  AND  WATML 


npHE  Mailcelsof  Edinburgh  a^Tord.alithe ne- 
:  ^  pessaries  and  many  of  the  luxuries  of  life  in 
considerable  yuriety..  In  former  times  these  mar- 
kets  occupied  the  middle  of  the  High  Street, 
^svhichf  from  thai  ciFcumstance»  was  then^  called 
.the  Maxket  Street,  7hey  are  now  situated  op 
the  north. side  of  thi$  street,  from,  whiph  thejf 
tenter  by  narrow  lanes  or  clou^f  and  occupy  part 
vof  the  declivity  of  (bhe  hill  on  which  the  old  divi- 
aion  of  the  .city  is  built.  The  Markets ^rctdlf- 
.j»ostid  in  terraces  er-^a(form%  QQ  this  descending 
'ground^  which  communicate  with  one  another 
by  llightrof  &tairs4  and  be^  situated  m  onft 
.place  «re  very  convenient  for  the  Inhabitants. 

Frmt-market. — The  fruit-mark^  is  in  the  cea- 
stre  aC  the  city»  and  consists  of  stalls  dispo^f^l 
jrormd  the  Taone  Chui^h.    Here  are  sold  afi  th^ 
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▼aiieties  of  Scots  and  English  fruit  in  their  tea* 
sons.  Itl  summer,  the  supply'of  j^oosebehies  and 
strawberries  is  particularly  copious;  and  it  ir 
estimated,  that  of  these  last  are  sold,  during  the 
short  time 'they  continue,  upwards  of  100,000 
Scottish,  or  400,000  English  pints.  The  rarer 
fruits  are  sold  in  shops. 

Green^markeU — ^This  market  occupieff  the  up- 
pennost  ten^ce  ia  the  range  of  markets.  Culi* 
nary  vegetables,  from  the  kitchen-gardens  around 
the  city,  are  always  |o  be  had  here  in  plenty,  andt 
of  excellent  quality. 

P'taUmarkeU'-TYkt  Teal-mirket  fs  oh  the  de- 
scending terrace  below  the  green-niarket,  unci  is. 
so  nahned  from  its  being  solely  appropriated  to 
the  sale  of  real. 

PouItry''market.—-Thh  market  is  situated  09 
the  s^une  platform  with  the  veal-market,  and 
Kas  communication,  by  flights  of  stairs,  with  the ' 
green-m^ket  above,  and  beef-market  below.  The 
supply  of  common  poultry  is  copious.  But  thi9 
market  exhibits  an  article  perhaps  p^uliar  to 
Itself,  the  Gannet  or  Solan*gooje»  The  younj^ 
birds  are  taken  every  year,  in  large  quantities,  at 
the  Bass  Rock ^  in  the  mcmtfa  of  the  Frith  of  Forth,, 
for  which,  with  this  view,  a  high  rent  is  paid* 
They  are  generally  first  brought  to  market  about 
the  middle  of  July,  when  the  EdinburgK  Rae«p 
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^liielield;  and  the  demand  is  at  that  time  tbe 
greatest;,  on  account  of  the  resort  of  strangers 
Either,  to  v^om  they  are  a  rarity. '  They  conti- 
Bue  to  be  sold  till  about  the  middle  of  Septem- 
berj  when  the  whole  colony  of  gannets,^  olil  and 
young,  leave  the  Bass  rotk,  to  spend  the  winter 
in  the  ocean,  wherever  shoals  of  herring  or  mack* 
rd  may  invite.  The  same  cblony  returns  to  the . 
Fiith  In  the  beginning  of  the  following  naoixth  of ' 
May,  and  immediately  resumes  possession  of  the 
Bass,  its  favourite  breeding-place. 

In  winter  the  supply  of  wild-duck  is  pretty 
large,  but  not  certain  or  constant,  the  catching 
vJF-wild-duck  not  being  here  a  business  as  in  Eng- 
land. The  Mallard  or  conm[ion  wildf-duck,  the 
l*ea]a  the  Wigeon,  and  the  GoWen-eye  (/r),  are ' 
the  most  common  kinds;  the  M<Hillon  (^)  and 
JL.ong-tailed  duck  (c)  are  less  frequent.'  Some- 
times a  few  pairs  of  the  Velvet-duck  ^d)  appear 
«n  the  stalls;  these  are  caught  in  the  Frith  by 
the  Ncwhaven  fishers,  .axxd  are  by  them  called 
jea-jucJkj.  Shags  (<?)  or  jAar^  are  occasionallf 
caught  and  brought  to  market  in  the  wme  way. 


(J)  Aii»f  fii|c^  {*)  Petecaous  gracttliQk 
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Pmtig  thitf  season  also^  sexeral  sp^es  of  wil4. 
^eese  are  here  to  be  found ;  e^ecially  the  Gre^ 
Lag  («),  the  White-froflted  {A>  the  Bean  (r),  and 
the  Brent  Goose  (</) :  the  Bemacle  (e)  also  occurs^ 
but  is.  more  rare.  After  winter-storms,  Mergan^ 
■ers  (/)  and  Dusky  Grebes  {g)  may  be  expected*. 
—-In  severe  seasons,  considerable  quantities  of 
game  are  privately  brought  to  market,  yiz,  Heat/^^ 
/o<wl  or  Black  Cock  (A),  Muirfaivlox  Red  grous  {i% 
Ptarmigan  or  White  grous  (i).  Partridges,  anci 
rarely  Quails  (/)•  In  such  seasons.  Woodcocks^ 
Curlieus  or  mtkaapSf  Snipes  and  Jack^nipes,  are 
also  brought  to  market  in  plenty ;  with  smaller* 
birds  of  different  kinds,  especially  Fieldfares  and 
Redwings,  Sandpiper?,  Blackbirds,  &c.  During; 
summer  the  Eider-duck  (mi)  and  Sbieldrake  (/^^ 
occasionally  occur.  The  Bittern  (o)  is  sometimes^. 

(a)  Anas  anser.  (^)  Anas  albifroas. 

-  («)  Anas  fabalis,  Bewick. 
(</)  Ihrro'^oose,  Anas  hernicla. 
{/)  Ctati'u  or  CUci-goose,  Anas  cr}'thropu9. 
(/)  Mergus  serrator. 

(^)  Colymbos  nigricans.  (Bewick's  Brie.  Birds.) 
(/&)  Tctraotctrix.  (»)  I^gopw  alters,  Rjfr  , 

(i)  Tetrao  lagopui.  (/)  Tetrao  coturnix. 

(m)  Dunter-goe^e  or  CM*  Anas  moliissima. 
(«)  SheUraie  or  Sfygtege.  Anas  tadoma. 
(•)  Mo^r^'uifer  or  JBoi'btmwur,  Ardes^^cUMiii 
Nna 
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fliough  vhy  rarelff  sold  at  the  Mime  seasdn  5  to- 
gether witSi  the  Water-hen,  the  Cooli,  aud  the  ' 
Water-rail ;  the  (Golden  Plover,  the  Gfeen  Plovd" 
or  Lapwing  {a),  and  the  Redshank  (b), — ^The  com- 
mon Pigeon  and  Wood-pigeon  are  to  be  {ouii^' 
in  large  quantities. 

Rabbits  are  sold  in  the  same  market,  ftnd  no* 
where  can  the  supply  be  more  copious.  Thcy"^ 
are  brought  chiefly  from  the  extensive  warrens 
at  Goulon  Lhh  or  downs  in  East  Lothian.  Han^ 
are  also  sold  in  private. 

The  Poultry-nurkct  is  libeWse  frequented  by 
the  retailers  of  Eggs. 

■  Butcher^marh^U  —The  butdier-market  occn-' 
•pies  the  next  descending  teirace.  It  was  fbrmer* 
ly  divided  into  two  parts  ;  that  in  which  beef^z^ 
sold  occupying  this  terrace,  and  that  which  'was' 
appropriated  to  the  sale  of  mutton  a  lower  plat- 
form :  but  both  these  articles,  together  witli  lamb 
imd  pork,  are  now  sold  indiscriminately  in  cither. 
From  the  lower  butcher*inarket  a  t^tt  is  indo- 
«ed,-called  the  Tripe-markety  which  is  set  apait 
for  the  disposal  of  the  intestines,  &c.  of  the  affl* 
«aal8ldlled  for  the  butcher-markets;    . 


IB)  Sfiol^n  calidds^. 
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Thh-marift.^'This  is  a  very  cdmmodious  f523»- 
\e%f  entering  from  the  lowet  butcher-mafket  by 
a  flight  of.  wide  fttairs,  and  having  besides  two 
entries,  which  afford  access  to  carts  or  waggons. 
-Jt  is  surrounded  by  covered  stalls,  which'  are 
cfhiefly  occupied  by  the  retailers  of  salnion  and 
trout.  The  fish-women  of  Newhavcn  and  Fisher- 
row,  with  the  Wiiiker-bafiketG  in  which  they  carry 
tbeir  fish,  form  two  rows  in  the  centre  of  the 
ixurkct.  It  is  highly  amusing  to  a  stranger  to 
pass  through  this  place  at  4  throng  thne.  It  is 
wdUknpwn  that  the  Edinburgh  fish-women  have 
'an  absurd  custom  of  demanding,,  at  first,  about 
three  timp  the  pijce  they  expect  and  do  accept 
for  thehr  fish.  This  gives  rise  to  much  quarreling^ 
and  much  wheedling,  in  which  -fill  the  eloquence 
of  Billingsgate  may  sometimes  be  recognised, 
with  the  change  only  of  the  broad  Scottish  dia-* 
dect  ft>r  Uic  Cockney  twang.  To  convey  an  ac- 
xmratc  idea  of  the  supply  to  be  expected  in  thia 
market.  We  shall  enumorate  the  kinds  of  fish 
-which  generally  a^patr  in  it,.aod  shall  distinguish 
their  seasons. 

Salmon  isf  brought  to  market  fresh  from  dih 
f event  rivers,  from  December  to  October.  Com*' 
mon  Trout,  (salmo  fario)and  Char  (salmo  alpifta) 
are  brought  from  Lochleven  near  Kinross ;  ^nd 
cSca  Xfout  (sahno  tmtta)  from  tkeioo&ti^  of  $hr  > 
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£sk  at  Musselburgh,  during  spriiQ^  aud  8aminer«> 
Spirlings  (salmo  eperlanus)  are  brought  to  market- 
in  March  and  Aprit,  at  which  time  they  ascend 
the  river  Forth  in  millions. 

Pike  and  Perch  are  sometimes  sent  to  market 
ftfun  the  lake  of  Linlithgow.  Eels  are  very  coiB- 
mon,  but  not  much  demanded. 

The.  supply  of  Cod  and  Haddock  is  almost  un-^ 
interrupted.  During  winter  great  quantities  are 
brought  in  carts  from.  Dunbar  a^id  £]^eniouth^  ^ 
during  summer  the  market  is  chiefly  supplied  : 
from  Newhaven  and  Fisherrow;  the  fish  from 
these  last  places,  being  less  chafed  by  carriage;*  it? 
generally  preferred.  Ling  is  less  con^mon  thao 
Cod,  and  sells  at  a  higher  price.  Whitings  are 
very  common,  and  in  autunrm  are  often  fopuid  of 
a  large  size.  Under  the  common  nan>e  of  /W/y» 
the  young  of  the  Coal-fish  (gadus  carbonarius)^ 
and  a  greenish  backed  fish  (gadus  virens),  Qie 
Confounded.  Sometimes  the  Coal-fish  are  found 
6f  a  large  size,  like  a  full-grown  salmon  j  they  axe 
tiren  termed  Ssthfj^  Seyj,  or  gref  lordu 

A  shoal  of  Pilchards  generally  precedes  the  Her- 
rings, and  Pilchards  are  to  be  found  in  the  market 
in  October  and  November :  after  which  the  Her- . 
ring  set  in,  and  continue  till  March.  In  May  and 
June  vast  quantities  of  sprats  or  garvey-herrtngs 
used  to  be  caught  near  Cramond^and.brou^  t<r. 
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market.  Of  late  yean»  however^  die  fishcA  of 
Newhaven  have  procured  an  order  of  the  Magis- 
trates prohibiting  this  fishery,  on  the  supposition 
that  sprats  are  not  a  distinct  species  of  herrings 
(as  Linnaeus  and  Pennant  have  made  them),  but 
merely  the  young  of  the  common  herring. 

JMackrel  are  sold  difiing  summer^  but  seldom 
in  large  quantities. 

The  Sea-<at  or  Wolf-fish  is  not  uncommon  in 
the  markety  but  is  often  despised  on  account  di 
ito  name  by  those  who  do  not  know  its  excelUence 
at?the  table. 

"The  male  JLumpfish  or  Padle  is  brought  to 
market  in  April  and  May.  The  feniale  is  not 
eatable. 

The  supply  of 'flat-fish  is  copious.    Hblibut, 
(here  called  jturBot),  and  the  true  Turbot  (here 
called  rawatv-JUuk)  are  pretty  common  during 
•summer.    Soles  are  rather  rare,  and  of  a  small . 
«ize :  they  are  caught  »only  in  Aberlady  Bay  in 
July  and  Augunt.  Plaice,  Dab,  and  Flounder,  are 
to  "be  found  in  the  market  almost  every  day  in ' 
.^  year,  and  are  sold  promiscuously  under  the 
name  oifleuks  ;  the  small  plaice,  however,  being ' 
sometimes  distinguished  by  tlie  name  of  salties* 
Under  the  title  of  Skate  are  comprehended  the 
proper  Skate  (raia  batis),  the  Thomback  (rai* 
^lavata)^  which  is  the  most  common  and  moaP' 
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<9[tieemed.  spi^cfes  f  aaid  the  Slunp-npsed^Ray  ^^la 
oxyrinchus)»  which  is  seldom  caught.  The  young 
©'f  all  these  species  are  called  maiden  slkcfte.  They 
are  brought  to  market  throughout  the  summer. " 

The  Sturgeon  dors  net  appear  in  the  market 
above  once  or  twice  in  a  season.  The  Gjlt-head^ 
the  Wrasse,  and  the  Saury-pik^  are  rarely  seen  fa 
it,  as  they  are  only  occasional  and  temporary  tH 
sitors  of  the  Frith. 

The  Father-lasher  or  lucky-proach^  and  Grey 
Gurnard  or  crooner^  (a  Scottish  name  which  it 
ha«  got  from  a  purring  or  crooning  noise  which  i^; 
makes  when  taken,  by  forcing  the;  air  fhrbugb  \\jt 
gjlls),  are  common,  but  are' not  esteena^. 
*  The  Blenny  or  greenbone^  and  tlie  Sand-launce 
or  j<?;j</-rf/ inhnbit  the  chores,  and  are  carried  t9 
market  in  the  Gurnir.cr. 

.  Lobsters  are  caught  on  the  deep  shores  of  Fidi 
and  sold  in  the  Edinburgh  market  at  high  pricesi 
The  Cancer  Norvegicus,  which  bears  s6m&  re- 
semblance to  a  lobster,  is  often  acctdentallf 
caught  at  the  mouth  of  the  Frith,  and  is  somet 
times  carried  to  market.  Crabs  oxp'artains  (can* 
cer  pagurus)  are  taken  in  vast  quantities  during^ 
the  spHng  and  early  part  of  summer,  and  are  sold 
Very  cheap :  frequently  the  great  claws  only  are 
brought  to  market.  The  male  crabs  are  the  best 
tn  spring,  the  females  in  the  end  of  summer. 
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Oysters  are  to  he  found  in  the  Eclmhurgh  market 
from  the  l8t  of  September  till  .the  Ist  of  May, 
*nd  the  dredging  of  them  affords  a  livelihood  to 
many  families  at  Newhaven.  The  close-time  of 
of  the  oyster  fishing  is  fixed  by  the  magistratcis 
<)f  Edinburgh :  it  would  perhaps  be  an  improve- 
ment on  it,  to  make  it  begin  only  with  1st  June 
and  continue  till  1st  October,  it  being  a  fact  that 
the  oysters  do  not  liere  begin  to  spawn  till  the 
end  of  May,  and  that  they  continue  in  spawn  du- 
ring the  greater  part  of  September. — ^The  scal- 
lop throws  its  spawn  in  April ;  and  this  may  pos- 
aibiy  have  been  mistaken  for  that  of  the  oyster* 
damj  or  Scallops,  with  spouts  or  Razor-fisb, 
are  often  brought  to  market*  Great  quantities 
«f  Mussels  (mytilus  edulis)  are  gathered  by  the 
fishfwomen  at  the  recesses  of  spring  tides,  and 
'meet  with  a  ready  sale.  Cockles  and  Limpets 
are  much  ne^ected.  Whllks  and  Buckiesf  (buc- 
.  cinum  undatum  and  tiirbo  littoreus)  are  often 
1)rought  to  market  or  hawked  through  the  streets  ; 
as  are  also  Dtdse  and  Tangles^  (or  the  blades  of 
€ucus  palmatus,  with  the  tender  stalks  of  fuciK 
^igitatus). — Fine  Prawns  is  one  of  the  evenhy 
calls  of  Edinburgh.  These  prawns  are  caught 
on  the  shallow  sandy  beach  at  Figget  Whins:  a 
few  Shrimps  are  sometimes  intermixed  wi£k 
Ihcoi* 
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icsldes  tfrese^  which  are  the  principal  market^ 
"fhet*  are  butcherg  shambles  and  shops  in  ^ifier- 
^t  parts  of  the  city  and  suburbs,  for  the  supply 
of  those  who  are  situated  at  a  distance.  Salt  is 
aold  in  shops,  and  by  women  who  cry  it  through, 
tiie  streets  in  wicker  baskets  or  creeh^  which  they 
carry  on  their  backs.  These  women  come  for 
Che  mo^t  part  ftom  the  salt-pans  near  Fisher*row, 
ttut  some  even  come,  with  their  little  cargo,  fi?om 
Prestonpans,  a  distance  of  nine  miles.  They  ar-^ 
five  every  monring,  and  depart  the  same  day,  af^ 
ter  disposiitg  of  their  comnrodlty. 
'  The  markets  for  Black-cattle,  sheep,  horsesr 
jind  corns,  are  held  on*  Wednesdays  in  the  wld^ 
•Itreet  named  the  Grassmarket. 

The  only  article  of  Ftul  used  m  Bdinburgh  Is 
eoal.  This  valuable  nntieral  seems- to  have  be^ 
V8ed>  though  not  generally,  at »  very  early  period 
a^  Scotland.  In  the  year  M<)>,  a  charter  was  ex- 
ecuted  it»  favour  of  the  abbot  and  convent  of 
Dunfermline,  granting  tliem  the  privilege  of  dig- 
ging coal'  m  the  lands  of  Pittencrieff,  in*  Fifeshire* 
JEneas  Sylvius,  who  wrote  about  the  middle  of 
the 'fifteenth  century,  relates,  that  he  saw  in  Scot- 
land "  the  poor  people  who  in  rags  begged  it 
the  churches,  receive  for  alms  pieces  of  stone,, 
vith  which  they  went  away  contented.  This 
species  of  stone  (says  he)  whether  witM  sttlphuri^ 
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or  whatever  inflammable  substance  it  may  be  ii0«* 
pregnated,  they  burn  in  place  of  wood»  of  whicH 
their  country  is  destitute."  The  coal-works  at 
Gilmerton»  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Edinburgh,* 
were  begun  to  be  wrought  in  the  year  1 687,  Be» 
fore  this  time  the  fuel  of  the  citizens  of  Edii)- 
burgh  seems  to  have  been  chiefly  heath,  furze, 
and  brushwood.  In  the  year  1584,  an  accident 
by  fire  having  happened  in  the  city  by  some  of 
the  stacks  of  these  articles  in  the  narrow  lanes  and 
streets,  the  town-council  ordered,  that  in  future  all 
these  should  be  removed  to  a  more  convenient 
place,  under  the  penalty  of  20l.  Scots ;  so  that  ^ 
seems  to  have  been  near  a  century  later  before 
coals  came  into  general  use.  .The  price  of  coalar 
in  Edinburgh  at  present  is  about  fif^n  shillings 
Sterling  per  ton. 

Edinburgh  is  supplied  with  excellent  spring* 
fvater^  which  is  conveyed  in  pipes  from  the  ele* 
vated  grounds  of  Comiston,  about  3^  miles  south-* 
west  of  the  city.  The  first  pipe  to  bring  water 
from  this  distance  was  laid  in  the  year  168U 
One  Peter  Bruschi,  a  German  engineer,  received 
at  this  time  from  the  magistrates  the  sum  of 
99501.  Sterling,  for  laying  a  leaden-pipe,  of  s  in* 
chesin  diameter,  from  Comiston  to  a  reservoir  to 
be  erected  on  the  Castle-hill,  the  highest  part  of 
tiie  city,  firom  whence  it  might  be  circulated  with 
Qo 
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ease  tiirough  all  the  districts.    This  small  pipe 
was  soon  found  insufficient  to  apswer  the  demands 
pf  the  inhabitants;   but  there  was  none  other 
completed  till  about  the  year  172?,  when  one  of 
4i  inches  in  the  bore  was  laid.    These  still,  ow- 
iflg  to  the  increasing  number  of  people  in  the 
capital,  were  found  insufficient  for  the  supply. 
and  in  the  year  1787  an  iron-pipe  of  5  inches  dia» 
meter  was  added.      Preceding  the  year  1787  the 
reservoir    at    Comiston    received  four   distinct 
streams  of  water  from  the  same  number  of  pipes  ; 
and  these  at  their  fullest  discharge  into  the  cis- 
tern were  estimated  to  pour  into  it  from  800  to 
900  Scots  pints  of  water  (near  seven  hogsheads) 
in  the  minute,  but  at  othei'  times,  when  the  dis- 
charge into  the  fountain  h^ad  is  less,  or  in  the 
usual  heat  in  summer,  from  150  to   170  pints. 
The  reservoh*  at  Comiston  is  elevated  44  feet 
ri)ove  the  reservoir  on  the  Caatle-hill.    When  the- 
fountain-head  at  Comiston  is  full,  the  great  pipe 
at  the  Castle-hill  discharges  into  the  reservoir  ia 
town  210  Scots  pints  per  minute,  (nearly  equal 
to  840  English  pints).    The  reservoir  in  the  city 
contains  149,472  Scots  pints,  or  391  tons,  3  hogs- 
heads, and  6  gallons.    This  supply  of  water  stiH 
proving  too  little,  an  iron-pipe  of  ?  inches  in  dia* 
meter  was  laid  in  1790,  and  additional  springs, 
^re^  miles  father  so^th  than  ^e  former^  we;^ 
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taken  irt*    This  last  pipe  cost  the  eitj-  of  Edin^s 
Wgh  upwards  of  20,oool.  *A  few  years  ago  thd 
magistrates  ordered  the  greater  part  of  the  leaderi 
pipes,  which  their  predecessors  had  laid  at  an  ex- 
pence  of  nearly  40,ooo].  to  be  dug  up,  and  cJast^ 
iron  pipes  to  be  substituted  in  their  room.    This 
was  done,  it  has  been  alleged,  merely  to  raise  a 
sum  of  60001.  of  70O0L  by^  the  sale  of  the  old 
lead.    But  as  lead  is  a  deleterious  metal,  and  is 
speedily  acted  upon  by  the  acids  in  the  water, 
perhaps  higher  motives,  the  health  of  the  inhabi- 
tants, may  be  presumed  to  have  actuated  the 
town-council  on  this  occasion.    Though  the  chc- 
isiical  action  of  water  upon  the  iron  hastens  the 
decomposition    of  irbn   pipes;   yet  it   is  well 
known  that  water  slightly  impregnated  with  iron 
is  far  from  being  hurtful  to  health.    The  reser- 
voir on  the  Castle-hill  now  contains  about  300 
tons  of  watdr,  and  one  lately  erected  near  Hex' 
riot's  Hospital  contains  nearly  the  like  quantity* 
Private  families  are  supplied  with  pipes  to  their 
houses  by  the  magistrates,  on  payment  of  a  small 
annual  sum ;  but  in  the  old  part  of  the  city,  the 
practice  of  carrying  the  water  on  the  backs  o^ 
men  and  women,  in  small  barrels,  to  the  high 
houses^  or  to  those  who  have  not  pipes  of  their 
•woy  is  still  continued. 

Ooa 
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MISCELLANEOUS  OBSERVATIONS. 


T^HE  Scottish  national  character  is  ▼aaity.  In 
-^  no  instance  has  this  characteristic  ibature 
of  the  people  discovered  itself  in  a  more  striking 
inanner  than  in  the  transactions  of  the  citizens 
of  Edinburgh.  When  in  1763  the  improvement 
of  the  chy,  by  the  extension  of  its  boundaries 
^d  the  erection  of  new  public  buildings  took 
place,  the  people  entered  into  the  scheme  with 
an  enthusiasm  which  is  hardly  to  be  paralleled. 
Since  that  time  the  city  has  been  extended  to 
more  than  double  its  former  size,  and  the  strettt 
and  buildings  of  this  new  part  of  it  present  an 
appearance  for  regularity,  elegance  of  architec- 
ture, and  general  magnificence,  which  has  raised 
the  external  appearance  of  Edinburgh  above  all 
the.  cities  of  Europe.  But  Scottish  vanity  is  noiost 
conspicuous  in  the  public  buildings.  When  foim* 
ing  the  plans  of  many  of  thesct  it  was  on  a  tali 
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^  magnitude)  which  the  poverty  of  the-  Country 
prevented  them  from  executing.  The  Observa-* 
tory  on  the  Calton-hi!l  stood  for  a  number  of 
years  with  only  a  small  part  built  of  the  intended 
plan ;  and  from  poverty  was  at  last  unavoidably 
iinished  in  a  very  inferiol-  style.  Half  of  thtf 
building  for  the  national  tecords  only  is  erected ; 
it  was-  found  necessary  to  contract  the  plan  o^ 
the  Bridewell  before  its  erection ;  and  the  small 
part  haWt  of  the  ne^  University  stands  an  im-» 
fnense  nlin,  a  monument  of  vanity  of  which  po- 
verty has  prevented  the  completion.  In  dress 
too-,  this  ruling  passion  characterizes  the  citizen^ 
of- Edinburgh;  On  Sundays  or  holidays,  in  ihiii 
fespect,  the  servant  is  not  to  be  distinguished' 
frbm  the  Inaster,  the  rich  from  the  poor ;  all  is 
fifecrififced  to  appearances* 
-  The  vast  height  of  the  houses  in  Edinburgh 
liad  always  attracted  the  notice  of  strangers/ 
However  high  they  now  appear,  yet  at  a  former 
plerfdd  they  were  tnuch  higher.  An  act  of  the 
Scottish  parliament  was  passed  in  the  year  1698/ 
|>rohibiting  Any  building  afterwards  to  be  erected 
in  the  city  from  being  built  more  than  five  storiea^ 
or  floors  in  height.  This,  however,  seems  only' 
tb  have  applied  to  the  front  wall  facing  any  street' 
or  lane ;  the  back  part,  on  account  of  the  declivi** 
if-f^'  the  ^ound  on  -vrhicb  many  <of  them  gtand,-^ 
Oo  s 
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heiog  m^cfa  higher.  The  highest  house  at  |»^ 
t^nt  in  Edinburgh  forms  part  of  the  Parliament 
Square ;  and  although  the  front  to  the  square 
does  not  exceed  the  hmited  height,  yet  the  back 
part  of  it  consists  of  no  fewer  than  twelve  floors. 
jf  ach  floor  in  these  &)U8es  is  inhabited  by  sepa- 
rate families ;  and  many  of  .the  larger  bipldings 
have  two  or  more  families  on  one  floor.  The 
ivhole  enter  by. one  common  staircase. 

The  want  of  a  proper  regard  to  cleanliness  in 
the  inhabitants  of  Edinburgh  has  been  often  re* 
marked*  In  constructing  the  old  part  of  the  city» 
common  sewers^  for  conveying  away  nuisances  of 
icvery  kind,  were  neglected ;  and  for  n:umy.  yedrs» 
even  till  lately,  it  was  customary  for  servants  to 
discharge  all  the  filth  from  the  windows  into  the 
streets,  at  a  certain  hour  in  the  moping  or  at 
night.  As  that  was  not  reguUriy  canied  away» 
3^\\  odour,  perhaps  not  so  grateful  as  theperfumet. 
of  Arabia,  was  sensibly  felt  in  many  of  the  prin- 
<;ipal  streets,  which  to  strangers,  not  accustoroedf 
t6  be  regaled  in  this  manner,  was  generally- com* 
plained  of  asf  a  grievance.  The  great  English 
lexicographer,  Dr»  Samueljohnson,  among  many 
other  travellei's  who  have  honoured  the  Scottisli 
metropolis  with  a  visit,  remarks  severely  on  thk 
circumstance.  In  the  building  of  the  new  pail-. 
Af  Ukc  ta^r^^  hoV^^ver^  tUs  CGnveako^  wai  aqI. 
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•▼modk^;  and,  by  the  strict  attention  of  th^"' 
peike,  the  nuisance  is  m  a  great  measure  removed ' 
in  the  old  part  of  it.  That  this  disregard  to  cleanli- 
nns^  should  have  had  no  bad  effects  on- the  health 
•f  the  inhabitants,  by  propagating  the  seeds  of 
disease,  may  be  attributed  to  the  elevated  situa- 
tibn  of  the  city,  which  exposes  it  to  the  action  of . 
the  winds/ and  the  putrid  vapour  being  corrected 
by  the  acidity  of  the  coal  smoke.  The  west  wind 
most  commonly  prevails  in  this  part  of  the  coun- 
try, and  it  sometimes  rages  with  considerable 
violence.  Mr.  Amot  remarks,  that,  on  Saturday 
the  7th  of  January  1778,  the  Leith  guard,  con- 
sisting of  twelve  men  and  a  serjeant  of  the  70th 
regiment,  were  all  blown  off  the  Castle-hill,  and 
some  of  them  severely  hurt. 

Cpackej  were  first  introduced  into  Britain  hr 
the  year  1580,  and  into  Scotland,  in.  the  suite  of 
the  English  ambassador^  in  1596.  In  Edinburgh^ 
coaches  for  the  use  pf  the  people  were  established 
in  1610.  These  were  brought  from  the  Conti- 
nent^ and  patronised  by  a  royal  patent.  The  fere 
to  Leith  at  this  time  was  twopence,  being  all  that 
was  allowed  by  the  patent.  In  the  year  167», 
there  were  twenty  hackney-coaches  in  Edinburgh  ; 
in  1752  the  number  had  dwindled  to  fourteen  j 
aX.  present,  however,  it  has  greatly  increased,  and 
h  mueb  more  now  than  at  any  former  periods 
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Mafine^^hairSf  owing  to  the  increased  nuinW 
of  eoachesy  are  not  now  so  much  used  as  former** 
Ij  in  Edinburgh.  Their  number  has  of  conse^ 
quence  diminished  considerably ;  and  there  is  not 
now  in  the  city  the  tenth  part  of  the  .number 
\vhich  was  fifty  years  ago.  The  chairs  are  icr 
the  most  part  carried  by  the  natives  of  tbe  H^h* 
lands,  who  resort  in  great  numbers  to.£dinburgit 
for  employment. 

In  EdinbuTigh  there  is  a  singular  estabiishmeiit^ 
called  the  Ga{Ues  Company*  These  i^adees^  or  er<« 
rand-men»  although  they  had  existed  (under  the 
patronage  of  the  magistrates),  as  ^  professton  foc'ar 
considerable  time  before,  Were  incorporatedby  th* 
town-council  into  a  society  in  the  year  1714.  At 
this  time  they  had  the  sole  right  and  privdege. 
of  being  news-cryers  or  pamphlet-sellers*  But 
this  part  of  their  duty  they  have  now  given  up-,* 
-and  they  are  now  .only  remarkable  as  errand-mentf 
Their  fidelity  and  secrecy  in  this  part  of  their  em- 
ployment has  been  often  remarked ;  and  is  noti- 
ced, with  a  high  degree  of  comic  humoiB*,  in  the 
<<  Humphry  Clinker"  of  Dr.  SmoHett.  In  the 
rules  prescribed  by  the  magistrates  atthdr  for-* 
mation  into  a  society,  the  cadees  are  taken  bound' 
to  attend  the  church  reguku-ly  every  Sunday,  notJ 
to  swear,  and  "  when  they  are  sent  an  errand,  ifc 
the  .business  wherein  he  is  intaii«ted>  or  ttitngi 
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tKmmlttcd  to  himrbe  miscarrrcd  through  his  de- 
fault, he  shall  lose  his  privilege,"  &c.  This  in- 
stitution, like  many  other  useful  establishments, 
18  now  on  the  decline,  cadees  not  being  so  much 
employed,  nor  their  talents  so  highly  estimated  as 
formerly. 

The  first  account  we  have  of  the  city  of  Edin- 
but:gh  being  lighted  in  winter,  is  in  the  year  1 554, 
at  which  time  the  common-council  ordered  ^ow- 
€tj  or  lanthoms  to  be  hung  out  in  the  streets  and 
kmes,  by  such  persons,  and  in  such  places  as  the 
magistrates  should  think  fit  to  appoint,  to  tonti- 
Bue  burning  for  the-  space  of  four  hours,  from 
five  to  nine  in  the  evening.  These  bo^ivetsy  how. 
ever,  having  in  course  of  time  been  found  inconve- 
nient, or  of  little  service,  the  council  by  a  new  act, 
in  1684,  ordered,  that  alanthom  and  candle  should 
be  hung  out  at  the  first  storey  (or  floor)  of  every 
bouse,  from  the  29th  of  October  to  the  1st  of 
March,  and  to  bum  from  five  o'clock  till  ten  in 
the  evening,  under  the  penalty  of  five  merks 
Scots.  Edinburgh  is  now  lighted  in  winter  by 
crystal  lamps,  which  are  placed  along  the  streets 
at  proper  distances  j  but  their  number  is  far  from 
being  sufficient  for  the  convenience  of  the  inhabi- 
tants. This  want  of  lamps,  which  the  parsimo- 
uy  or  thf;  poverty  of  the  city  prevents  from 
being  ftippliedy  is  the  more  severely  felt,  as  ia 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


Edinburgh  there  are  no  Unk-btifs  to  dut>t>ty  the  d*i 
ficiency. 

The  pavement  of  the  streets  of  Edinburgh  is 
remarkably  durable,  and  regularly  laid.  Of  the 
time  of  the  first  paving  of  the  streets  of  the  city 
we  have  no  account.  In  1532,  hov^rever,  tbff 
magistrates  agreed  with  John  Mayser  and  Bar- 
tilrae  Foliot,  French  jJaviours,  to  make  a  cause- 
way in  the  principal  streets,  at  the  rate  of  208. 
Scots  per  rood,  the  town  furnishing  carriage  and 
sand.  In  the  middle  of  the  High  Street,  oppo- 
site the  Tron  Church,  there  was  formerly  a 'mo- 
nument, in  the  shape  of  .a  stone  coffin,  under 
which  it  is  said  one  Marlin,  a  French  paviour,  was 
interred,  and  who  is  likewise  reported  to  hav« 
been  the  first  who  paved  the  streets  of  Edin- 
burgh. Whether  the  former  person^,  or  this 
Marlin,  is  entitled  to  the  honour  of  being  the 
first  who  paved  the  streets,  we  pretend  not  to  de- 
termine, leaving  the  subject  to  be  canvassed  by 
antiquaries  of  more  profound  investigation.  The 
causeways  of  Edinburgh  are  formed  of  the  hard 
basalt  or  gi*een  stone,  quarried  in  many  places  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  the  city;  and  the  foot- 
pavement  next  to  the  houses  and  shops  is  formed 
cf  excellent  sandstone  flag,  chiefly  brought  from 
Hailes  Quarry,  about  two  miles  west  from  Edin- 
burgh, 
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HISTORY 

OF 

LEITII, 


LEITH  is  the  sea-port  town  of  Edinburgh. 
At  what  time  it  was  first  built  is  uncertain ; 
but  in  the  charter  of  erection  of  the  Abbey  of 
Holyroodhbuse,  founded  by  David  I.  in  1128,  it  is 
mentioned  by  the  name  of  hi'verleith*  Robert  I. 
in  the  year  1S29,  granted  to  the  magistrates  of 
Edinburgh  the  harbour  of  Leilh,  and  its  mills ; 
and  in  1398  they  acquired  all  the  otlier  rights 
and  privileges  of  it  by  purchase  from  Logan  of 
Restahrig.  In  the  year  1485,  the  magistrates  of 
Edinburgh,  to  prevent  the  inhabitants  of  Leitb 
from  rivalling  them  in  trade,  passed  an  act,  or- 
daining, that  no  merchant  of  Edinburgh  should 
presume  to  take  an  inhabitant  of  Leith  into  part- 
nership, iin4ej'  the  penalty   of  forty   sl^Hlings 
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Scots,  and  to  be  deprived  of  the  freedom  of  the 
city  for  one  year ;  and  that  none  of  the  revenuei 
of  the  city  of  Edinburgh  should  be  farmed  to 
any  inhabitant  of  Leith. 

The  town  of  Leith  shared  in  the  general  ca- 
lamity which  desolated  the  country  when  the 
earl  of  Hartford  invaded  Scotland  in  1541.  Ob 
that  occasion,  along  with  Edinburgh,  it  was  burnt 
and  pillaged  by  the  English  soldiers.  On  the 
an'ival  of  the  French  troops  to  the  assistance  of 
Mary  of  Guise,  then  regent  of  Scotland,  in  1549, 
Leith  was  taken  possession  of  by  them,  and  forti- 
fied in  behalf  of  the  queen.  Leith  was  at  this 
time  erected  by  the  queen  into  a  borough  of*ba- 
rony ;  and  the  inhabitants  purchased  the  superi- 
ority of  their  town  from  Logan  of  Restalrig  for 
floool.  Scots.  They  likewise  received  pxx)misef 
of  an  extension  of  their  privileges  by  its  erection 
into  a  royal  borough ;  but  the  queen  having  died 
before  this  could  be  accomplished,  Francis  and 
Mary  sold  the  superiority  of  it  to  the  citizens  of 
Edinburgh  for  the  sum  of  lo,ooo  merks  Scots. 
This  was  only  a  partial  acquisition  to  Bdinbm^h, 
for  the  town-council,  many  years  after,'  purcha- 
«ed  the  reversion  of  it  from  lord  Thirlstane  for 
14,000  merks  Scots.  The  dread  of  the  reforming 
party  at  the  introduction  of  French  troops  into 
jLeith,  induced  them  to  re<mirc  the  aMJataace  oi 
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.1{ueen  Elizabeth  for  their  expuUioh;  and  the 
English  army  having  accordingly  joined  that  of 
the  reformers,  Lcith  was  besieged  in  April  1560 ; 
but  a  peace  being  concluded^  the  French  troops  . 
returned  home.  Soon  after  this,  the  council  of 
th^  kingdom,  to  prevent  any  danger  to  the  liber- 
ties of  the  country  from  the  introduction  of 
foreign  troops  into  the  kingdom,  ordered  the  magi- 
strates of  Edinburgh  to  demolish  the  fortifications 
which  had  been  erected  by  the  French  troops. 

X.eith  was  however  fortified  by  Oliver  Crom- 
well I  and  a  citadel  with  five  bastions,  three  of 
\vhich  still  remain,  was  built  by  that  usurper* 
This  citadel  was  in  a  great  measure  demolished 
at  the  Restoration,  and  the  site  of  it  given  to  the 
duke  of  Lauderdale,  from  whom  the  magistrates 
of  Edinburgh  purchased  it  for  the  enormous  sum 
of  6Q00L  -Soon  after  the  appearance  of  Paul 
Jones  in  the  Frith  of  Forth,  (Sept.  ,1779,)  which 
excited  a  considerable  degree  of  alarm  on  the 
coast,  a  battery  of  nine  guns  was  erected,  a  little 
to.  the  westward  of  the  citadel,  for  the  defence  of 
the  harbour  and  shipping.  A  company. of  artil- 
lery^ under  proper  officers,  is  constantly  stationed 
in.  this  fort. 

Xhe  history  of  Leith  affords  few  facts,  besides 
those  we  hajre  mentioned,  worthy  of  .particular 
mnark.     Connect«d  as  it  is  with  Edinburgb* 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


44« 

^c  history  of  the  one  necessaiily  includes  that 
of  the  other ;  the  subordinate  situation  of  Leith 
placing  it  in  the  back-ground  when  public  tran»- 
actions  took  place.  Its  harbour  has  at  different 
tunes  been  improyed,  and  pie^  erected ;  but  the 
want  of  a  sufficient  depth  of  water  pievenfs 
the  admission  of  ships  of  great  burden.  About 
the  beginning  of  the  last  century,  the  magistrates 
improved  the  harbour  at  a  great  expence,  by  ex- 
tending a  stone  piejr  into  the  sea  j^  and  in  the  year 
1777  they  farther  enlarged  it,  by  the  erection  of 
a  stone  quay  towards  its  west  side,  having  wet 
and  dry  docks.  These  being  found  insufficient 
for  the  great  increase  of  trade  and  shipping  in 
this  port,  the  foundation  of  a  new  stone  rampart 
or  pier  was  hid  in  1801,  a  little  to  the  westwatd 
of  the  former,  which  is  to  be  accommodated  with 
large  wet  and  dry  docks,  and  an  extensive  range 
of  warehouses.  This  new  erection  is  in  conai- 
iderable  forwardness ;  and,  when  completed,  will 
render  the  port  of  Leith  more  commodious  that 
at  any  former  period.  A  light  house  with  reflec- 
ting lamps '  is  erected  at  the  mouth  of  the  har- 
jbour,  and  of  late  another,  of  a  similar  description^ 
has  been  erected  on  the  small  island  of  Inchkeith» 
Jn  the  middle  of  the  Frith  of  3?prtb|  about  tfai^r 
miles  from  Lejthf 
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Leith  18  two  miles  distant  from  Edinburgh,  but* 
fte  nmd  to  it  is  now  on  both  sides  so  much  c<>- 
tered  with  buildings,  that  it  seems  rather  an  ex- 
tensive street  than  a  road.  The  Water  of  Leith 
divides  the  town  into  two  parts,  which,  frorti 
their  situations,  afe  named  South  and  North 
Leith.  The  entrance  of  the  river  into  the  sea 
forms  the  principal  part  of  the  harbour.  The 
•treets  in  Leith  are  narrow,  irregularly  laid  down, 
and  most  of  the  buildings  paltry,  excepting  in  the 
new  streets  to  the  south  and  east,  where  there 
are  many  houses  ILiished  with  much  external 
elegance.  The  irregularity  of  the  streets  in  Leith 
would  render  any  attempt  at  a  description  of  their 
relative  situations  unintelligible  to  a  stranger^ 
We  shall  therefore  only  remark  a  few  of  the  most 
noted,  in  which  are  situated  the  principal  public 
buildings. 

In  South  Leith  the  principal  street  rs  named  the' 
Kirkgate,  which  enters  from  the  great  road  from 
Edinburgh  called  Leith  Walk.  On  the  west  side 
©f  this  street  stands  the  Mariners  Hospital,  an  an- 
cient building,  with  this  inscription  on  the  front : 
•*  Jn  the  name  of  the  Lord  ve  mojterU  and  marm^ 
Ppa 
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rtis  hylls  this  hous  to  the  four^  anno  1555."  In* 
the  hospital,  is  a  fine  painting  of  Mary  queen  of 
Scots*  Nearly  opposite  to  this  builtling  .stands,  or 
rather  stood,  (for  the  building  is  at  present  pul- 
ling dawn)  king  James's  Hospital,  founded  by. 
the  Kirk-^ejsion  of  South  Leith  in  1614,  for  the 
reception  of  aged  women.  This  building  was 
iong  occupied  aa»  the  grammar-school  of  Ldth ; 
but  the  increase  of  scholars  rendering  a  more 
commodious  building  neccessary  for  this  purpoae^ 
4  new  school-housewjjfi^lately  erected. 


GRAMMAR  SCHOOL. 

The  new  school-house  stands  on  the  south- 
west  part  of  the  links  or  downs  of  Leith.  It  is  a 
neat  building,  and  is  surmounted  with  a  small 
6pire.  The  rooms  for  the  difFercnt  classes  are 
elegant  and  conunodious.    The  building  wa&  be* 
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pin  in  160^,  and  is  just  finished.  The  etpence 
of  its  erection  is  to  be  defrayed  by  subscription. 
The  teachers  of  the  grammar-school  of  Leith  are 
inferior  to  hon^  in  every  qualification  necessary 
for  the  instruction  of  youth. 

On  the  east  side  of  the  liirkgate  stands  the 
Church  of  South  Leith,  an  ancient  Gothic  build- 
ing, surmounted  tvrth  a  spire  and  clock ;  and  a 
little  to  the  north-east  of  the  church  is  the  CA«- 
fel  of  EasCf  a  commodious  building,  capable  of 
accommodating  upwards  pf  1500  people  at  di- 
▼ine  worship^ 

The  Tolbooth  or  town-house  of  Leith  is  situa- 
ted at  the  lower  end  of  the  lane  called  from  it 
the  Tolbooth  Wynd  ;  and  the  Weigh-house  on 
the  west  side  of  St.  Bernard's  Street.  Neither  of 
these  buildings  are  refnarkable  for  any  thing,  ex- 
cept as  being  edifices  of  ancient  erection.  The 
former  was  built  in  1 S66  j  the  latter  was  repai«- 
t^  in  1649,  and  the  front  rebuilt  in  1752. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


416 


BANK. 

The  most  elegant  public  building  in  South 
Leith  is  the  new  office  of  the  Lcith  Banking 
Company.  This  neat  small  edifice  stands  in  St. 
Bernard's  Street;  and  was  begun  to  be  built 
last  year,  (1805).  It  is  now  nearly  completed. 
It  consists  of  two  floors ;  a  handsome  dome  rises 
from  the  north  front;  and  a  prelection,  orna- 
mented with  four  Ionic  columns,  and  having 
three  pilasters  of  the  same  on  each  side,  deco- 
rates the  building. — ^Besides  the  Leith  Banking 
Company,  a  branch  of  the  British  Linen  Cobh 
pany  Bank  is  established  in  Leith. 

At  the  east  end  of  Bernard's  Street  Stand  the 
Assembly  Rooms,  which  are  elegantly  fitted  up 
within.  Here  concerts  arc  occaaiooaU^perfcsm* 
^  during  winter*      .       - 
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In  this  quarter  of  Leith,  too,  a  new  Episcopal 
Chapel  is  now  erecting,  which  promises  to  be  a 
considerable  ornament  to  the  town. 

North  Leith  is  divided  from  South  Leith  by  the 
Water  of  Leith,  the  asstuary  of  which  forms  the 
harbour';  hut  both  parts  of  the  .town  are  connec- 
ted^T)y  a  draw-bridge.  This  bridge  was  erec- 
ted on  the  site  of  an  old  stone-bridge  of  three  ar- 
ches, b^ilt  by  Robert  Balantyne,  abbot  of  Holy- 
roodhouse,  about  the  year  1493.  At  the  west 
end  of  this  bridge  stands  the  Church  of  North 
Leith,  an  old  building,  which  is  now  about  to  be 
taken  down  and  a  new  one  erected.  In  North 
Leith  none  of  the  buildings  deserve  particular 
notice.  The  remains  of  the  fortifications  erected 
by  Cromwell  may  still  be  traced  at  the  place  cal- 
led from  them  the  Citadel.  A  little  to  the  west- 
ward of  Leith  lies  the  populous  fishing  village  of 
Kewhaven,  whence  the  markets  of  Edinburgh 
are  principally  supplied  with  fish. 

Leith,  upon  the  whole,  is  an  irregular  confined 
town ;  and  its  external  elegance  is  not  much  cal« 
culated  to  attract  the  notice  of  the  stranger.  Of 
late,  however,  cm  the  south  and  east  it  has  ex- 
tepded  i:on8iderably,  and  many  fine .  buildings 
have  been  erected.  Some  of  these  are  executed 
in  a  style  no  way  inferior  to  the  kou9Ci  ia  the 
JS^ew  Town  of  Edinburgh. 
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Leith  is  governed  by  a'  baron<4}aIIiey  with  fhd 
title  of  admiral,  appointed  by  the  magistrates  of 
Edinburgh,  who  under  him  nominates  two  person* 
residing  in  Leitb>  as  his  deputies,  with  the  title  of 
resident  bailies«  The  resident  baiUes  hold  baron- 
courts  for  the  decision  of  petty  offences.  There 
are  four  incorporations  in  Leith,  'viz.  the  ma** 
riners,  maltmen,  trades,  and  traffickers ;  the  first 
including  the  masters  of  ships  and  sailors ;  the 
liecond  malsters  and  brewers;  the  third  coop* 
ers,  bakers,  smiths,  tailors,  wrights,  weavers,  &c.  y 
and  the  fourth  merchants,  &c. 

The  Markets  of  Leith  have  the  same  articles  as. 
those  of  Edinburgh  in  equal  variety ;  and  tkeu: 
'  water  is  principally  brought  in  pipes  from  the 
tthall  lake  of  Lochend. 


TRADE  OF  EDINBURGH  AltfD  LEITH. 


YN  Edinbu' 
-■•  most  of 


I  Edinburgh  there  are  few  general  merchantif 
them  residing  at  the  port  of  Leith* 
T&eraart]^  however^  a  vast  number  of  shop4:eep« 
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^rSy  and  the  support  of  the  city,  in  this  respect, 
depends  on  the  consumption  of  the  necessaries 
and  superfluities  of  life.  The  country  gentle- 
men, and  those  who  have  made  fortunes  abroad, 
generally  reside  a  great  part  of  the  year  in  the 
town,  and  most  of  the  rents  of  the  country  gen- 
tlemen are  drawn  and  circulated  among  the 
bankers  of  Edinburgh.  A  merchant  company  was 
instituted  5i  Edinburgh  by  royal  charter  in  1681 ; 
snd  in  1786  a  Chamber  of  Commerce  was  esta- 
blished by  charter  for  protecting  and  encoura- 
ging the  commercial  and  manufacturing  interests 
of  the  country.  This  institution  has  led  the 
public  attention  to  many  useful  objects,  and  hat 
obtained  many  salutary  regulations  and  laws  re<* 
«pecting  the  general  commerce  of  the  country. 

The  British  parliament,  in  the  year  1727,  pas- 
sed an  act,  enabling  his  majesty  to  appoint  trus- 
tees for  encouraging  the  fisheries  and  manu- 
factures of  Scotland,  and  for  this  purpose  large 
flums,  destined  by  the  articles  of  union,  were 
lodged  in  their  bands.  The  annual  premuims  giv- 
en by  the  trustees,  which  amount  to  about  400aU 
have  had  a  great  influence  in  diffusing  industry, 
and  in  exciting  emulation  anong  the  Scottish 
manufacturers. 

Before  the  union  Edinburgh  had  but>very  li- 
iadtcd  trade.     The  unfortunate  termination  og 
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the  t}arien  expedition  had  a  considetable  stoat 
in  damping  the  ardour  of  commercial  enterprise. 
Since  that  time,  however,  the  Xnde  of  Edinbiix^h 
has  been  e^ctending  by  slow  and  imperceptible 
degrees ;  and  the  present  enlargement  of  the  har^ 
bour  at  Leith  promises  a  still  farther  increase. 

The  following  statement  of  the  shipping  be- 
longing to  and  engaged  in  the  trade  of  Leith  at 
Ihree  different  periods,  will  give  an  idea  of  its 
progressive  increase  during  the  first  part  of  thcf 
last  century. 

Number  of  vessels  in  1692, ...  29,  tonnage  1702# 

• •  .  in  1740,  .  .  .  47,  .  4  ^  .  .  .  2628. 

0 in  1752,  ...  68 6d35L 

.  In  the  year  1784,  the  trade  of  Leith  was  tfiti- 
mated  at  half  a  million  Sterling.— ^hips  cleared 
at  the  Custom-house  in  that  year : 

From  foreign  pbrts, . . .  347 

With  coals,    361 

Coasters, #  789 

In  ballast, 384 

Total,  ...  1774 
From  ihc  isth  of  Kovember  1786  to  tbe  itOi 
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jDf  November  1787)  there  arriyed  in 

Leith  the  fol- 

lowing  vessels : 

Foreign.    English.    Scottish* 

Total. 

Ships,  .  .  —              17              10 

27 

Brigs,  .  •    1 1               22               92 

125 

Sloops,  ..19              282            1407 

1708 

Tons,     3244         26170         75809 

105223 

During  the  same  period,  there  came  into  Leitli 
Jiarbour  from  ports  within  the  Frith  of  Forth  S8» 
vessels  with  coals,  measuring  14,956  tons,  and 
the  same  number  of  vessels  v/itji  other  goods, 
measuring  16,139  tons. 

In  the  year  1791,  the  registered  tonnage  «- 
mounted  to  130,000  tons ;  and  in  1804  the  num- 
ber of  vessels  of  different  descriptions  which  ar- 
.  rived  in  Leith  harbour  was  2652,  which  makes 
the  increase  of  shipping  nearly  double  since  1787^ 
The  sho:-c-dues  at  Leith  (a  small  tax  paid  to  the 
city  of  Edinburgh  on  landing  goods  at  the  quays) 
amounted,  in  1763,  to  580l. ;  in  1789  they  were 
S4551. ;  and  at  present  (1805)  they  average  about 
4O00l.  Sterling. 

The  trade  of  Leith  during  the  year  1805  hs% 
met  with  a  temporary  obstruction  on  account  of 
the  blockade  of  the  ports  in  the  north  of  Germany, 
and  in  other  countries ;  but  when  peace  shall 
lagaiaopen  these  to  the  industry  of  the  manufa^^ 
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.  turn*  and  the  enterprise  of  the  merchanty  we  rttsf  ^ 
hope  to  see  Leith  rise  as  a  sea^portf  not  the  least 
inconsiderable  among  the  trading  towns  of  Bri- 
tain. 

The  following  statements  will  give  a  pretty  ac- 
curate idea  of  the  foreign,  coasting,  and  fi«hin|; 
trade  of  Leith  at  the  present  tinoe. 

Account  of  the  total  number  of  vessels  that  were 
of  or  belonging  to  the  port  of  Leith,  their  ton- 
nageand  number  of  men,  that  traded  taand  from 
foreign  ports,  also  the  like  account  of  coasting 
and  fishing  vessels,  for  the  year  ended  5th  Ja« 
auary  1806. 

FiM:eign  Trade,  82  Ships,  13,975  Tonf,  752  Mciiw 
Coasting  Trade,  87  5,692  373 

Fishing  Trade,     7  2,212  274 


Total, 176  21,819  1,309 

Account  of  the  total  number  of  British  and  Fo» 
reign  vessels,  their  tonnage  and  number  of  men, 
including  their  repeated  voyages,  that  have 
traded  at  the  port  of  Leith,  to  and  from  fo- 
reign kingdoms  or  states,  in  the  year  endati 
•$th  January  1806. 
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British,    181  Ships,  25,6S6  Tons,  U59^  M/aa, 


Foreign,  131 

16,552 

1,041 

aUTWARDS. 

British)    147 

«1,675 

1,686 

Foreign,  126 

16,016    1 

1,054 

Total,  585  79,879  5,309 

Manufactures  of  different  kinds  are  carried  6m 
in  Edinburgh  and  Leith  to  a  great  extent.  There 
are  several  cast-iron  founderies  in  the  neighbour* 
hood  of  the  city,  and  many  large  manufactures  of 
glass.  The  distillation  of  malt-spirits  occupies 
several  large  capitals;  and  the  manufacture  of 
candles  and  soap/  is  carried  on  in  an  extensive 
scale.  In  the  environs  of  Edinburgh  are  man^f 
large  paper-mills,  where  vast  quantities  of  writin|p 
and  printing-papers  are  made.  The  manufacture 
of  shawls  and  cassimirs  is  carried  on  to  a  consi« 
derable  extent ;  and  the  printed  cottons  and  li« 
aens  of  Edinburgh  are  equal  to  any.  Shiprbuild* 
ing  in  Leith  occupies  a  number  of  hands ;  and 
when  the  magnificent  docks  now  erecting  are  fi- 
nished, this  branch  of  art  will  probably  increase* 
In  Leith  also  are  several  ropeworks  and  sall-clotki 
loanu&ctures. 
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POPUI-ATION* 


r!"  is  difHcult,  or  perhaps  impLOSsible,  to  give  ai 
accurate  statepient  of  the  population  of  Edia- 
burgh.  Notwithstanding  the  many  listp  that 
have  at  different  times  been  taken  up,  this  point 
is  far  from  being  exactly  ascertained.  The  sea* 
pon  of  the  year  in  which  these  enumerations  were 
^ade,  (generally  at  a  time  when  the  courts  and 
{College  have  their  vacations),  ao^  a  prejudice 
which  almost  universally  prevails  that  the  purpose 
of  such  enumeration  was  only  for  some  new  tax, 
Jiave  hitherto  pres.xnted  the  population  from  being 
taken  up  with  accuracy*  From  a  paper  in  the 
possession  of  the  Session-clerk  of  Edinburgh,  cn^ 
titled,  "  A  list  of  the  haill  possessors  (of  houses) 
5n  the  different  parishes,"  the  number  of  familiea 
AB  the  year  1678  appear^  to  have  been  as  follows; 
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tn  the  N.  W.  or  Tolbooth  parish,  • .  619- 

N.  or  High  Church  ditto, . .  „  tS9 

N*  E.  or  College  ditto, 470 

S.  W.  or  Old  Greyfriars  ditto,  672 

S.  or  Old  Church  ditto,  .•  ^ . . .  625 

S.  £.  or  Tron  ditto, 664 

Total, S333 

The  old  part  of  the  city  at  that  time  consisted- 
©nly  of  the  above  six  parishes,  of  consequence 
the  foregoing  list  contained  every  family  then 
living  in  what  was  properly  to  be  called  the  city 
of  Edinburgh.  Supposing  that  there  were  at 
that  time  six  individuals  in  every  family,  (and 
this  has  not  been  tbbught  by  some  an  average 
too  great  for  Edinburgh)  the  total  number  of 
persons  would* amount  to  19,998.  If  the  suburb 
of  CAnongateis  reckow?d  to 'have  contained  2500 
inhabitants,  the  parish  of  St.  Cnthbert's  7000,  and 
those  of  South  and  North  Leith  6000  persons^ 
the  total  number  of  individuals  in  Edinburgh  and 
its  neighbourhood  was,  in  the  year  1678,  35,500. 

In  a  paper  communicated  by  the  late  Dr.  Blair, 
and  copied  into  the  *<  Statistical  Account  of  Scot- 
land," containing  an  enumeration  of  families  and 
examinable  persons  in  the  city  of  Edinburgh,  ap- 
parently taken  in  the  year  T722,  the  numbers,  ia* 
Gq2 
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42udlng  the  usual  proportion  of  one  fourth  of  the 
examinable  persons  for  children,  amounted  to 
t5,420 ;  and  if  15,000  is  allowed  for  the  suburbs 
and  the  environs,  the  total  number  of  inhabitants 
would  be  40,420. 

Maitland,  in  hiit  <<  History  of  Edinburgh,** 
founding  hi^^cQmputation  on  the  register  of  bu* 
rials,  makes  the  number  of  inhabitants  in  the  city 
to  amount  to  at  least  48,000  in  1753.  But  that 
calculation  is  not  much  to  be  regarded,  as,  io 
1755  an  enumeration  was  made*  at  the  desire  of 
the  late  Dr.  Webster,  when  the  numbers  appear* 
ed  to  be  as  follows : 

In  the  Old  Town  of  Edinbuigh, . .  31,122 

In  the  Canongate, 4,500 

In  the  parish  of  St.  Cuthberts,  . .  •  12,168 

In  South  I.eith, 7>200 

'  In  North  Leith, 2,205 


Total,««««  57,195 

Mr.  Amot's  computation  in  1775  is  still  more 
considerable.  According  to  his  account,  the 
number  of 'families  in  Edinburgh,  Leith,  and  the 
environsj  amounts  to  18,806,  which,  calculating 
At  the  rate  of  six  persons  to  each  family,  makes 
the  nuniber  of  inhabitants  to  be  82,886}  wkich^ 
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i^ded  to  1400  for  the  Castle,  Hospitals,.  &^ 
amounts  in  all  to  84,236.  But  six  to  a  family  has 
oeen  reckoned  by  societoo  large  an  average' even 
for  Edinburgh,  large  in  general  as  the  families' 
there  are ;  and  it  has  been  reckoned  nearer  the 
truth  to  take  five  as  the  average  number  of  a 
family.  This,  adding  1400  for  the  Castle,  &c*. 
would  bring  the  number  of  inhabitants  in  the  citf 
and  suburbs,  including  Leith,  in  1775,  to  70,430. 

The  enumeration  made  in  1791  for  the  Statis-^ 
tfcal  report  of  the  city,  states  the  total  number 
of  inhabitants  in  the  city,  suburbs,  and  town  o( 
t^eith  at  84,886,  of  which  38,109  were  males,  and 
45,444  females.  This  enumeration  is  allowed  ra- 
ther to  be  under  than  above  the  real  amount.  Iir 
some  of'  the  parishes  lodj^cts  were  not  included  y 
and  it  is  probable,  that  had  the  computation  been 
more  complete,  from  two  to  three  thousand  in- 
dividuals might  have  been  added  to  the  sum  total. 

In  the  enumeration  made  in  the  year  1801  of 
the  population  of  Scotland,  Edinburgh,  its  su- 
burbs, and  Leith,  is  stated  to  contain  82,560  in- 
habitants. Were  this  enumeration  correct,  it 
would  appear  that  the  populatjon  of  Edinburgh^ 
ill  the  course  of  ten  years,  had  diminished  no  less 
than  2,526  ;  but  this  is  impossible,  as  during  that 
period  the  city  has  extended  nearly  a  fourth  part 
in  size,  and  every  house  is  occupied. 
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If  in  the  year  1755,  when  the  city  of  Edinburgh 
tuid  town  of  Leith  wei^  not  one-third  of  their 
present  size,  the  number  of  inhabitants  amounted 
to  57,195,  it  is  but  moderate  to  say,  that  the  po- 
pulation has  been  doubled  since  that  time.  If  in 
1791,  at  a  low  estimate, .  the  number  was  84,886^ 
(and  since  that  time  more  than  fifty  new  streets 
have  been  built),  we  may  safely  state  Edinburgh, 
with  its  suburbs  and  sea-port  *,  to  contain,  at  this 
time,  considerably  upwards  of  one  hundred  thou* 
saiid  ithabitants. 


•  That  this  statement  is  not  exaggerated,  the  in- 
crcaae  of  one  parish  since  i8oi  will  indisputably 
|>rov«. 

,  Population  of  South  Lcith  parish  In  l8oj,  14,000 
Population  of  ditto  in  1801, lifiAA 

Increase,  . .  • .  1,956 

The  population  of  this  parish  has  increa«d  so  much 
•f  late  years,  that  at  one  term  more  than  fifteen  fami» 
.Has  femoved  from  in  for  want  of  accon^odatioa. 
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OBJECTS  OF 

NATURAL  HISTORY 

IM  THE  IMMEDIATE  NEIGHBC3fURHOOO  Of 
EDINBURGH  *. 


EDINBURGH  is  a  favourable  station  for  the 
practical  student  of  Natural  History.  From 
Xondon  it  is  a  day's  journey  to  get  beyond  the 
garden-grounds.  Here,  the  excursion  of  a  day, 
or  even  of  a  few  hours,  may  fill  the* box  of  the 
botanist  with  no  contemptible  spoil.  The  im- 
mediate neighbourhood  offers  to  the  beginner, 
indeed,  a  profusion  of  objects  in  all  the  three 
kingdoms  of  Nature,  As  th(?  most  convincing 
proof,  we  shall  select  a  few  articles  belonging  to 

*  For  this  account  of  the  Objects  of  Natural 
History  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  city,  I  am 
indebted  to  Mr.  P.  Neill  of  Edinbui^h,  a  young 
gentleman,  whose  knowledge  and  abilities  in  in- 
Testigations  of  this  kind  will  render  the  present 
article  particulary  intei-esting.  To  him  I  also 
owe  the  articles  Poultr^-markcty  (p.  423J,  aad 
Mjb'marketi  j[p.  427).  J.  S. 
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each  division,  and  shall  specify  their  hahitaUt  of 
the  places  where  they  are  found. 


\4  ANIMAL  KINGDOM^ 

Of  the  small  number  of  the  Mammalia  which 
Scotland  produces,  a  very  few  only  can  be  ex-- 
pected  near  so  large  a  city.  The  Fox  and  the' 
tfare  are  occasionally  seen  on  the  southern  decli-  • 
vities  of  Arthur-seat  hills.  The  Otter  inhabits 
the  banks  of  the  Water  of  Leith,  but  is  seldom 
observed.  The  Whitret  *  or  Weasel  is  conimon  ; 
as  is  also  the  Hurchin  or  Hedgehog.  The  com- 
mon Bat  is  abundant.  The  Squirrel  (sciuras  vul- 
garis) is  naturalized  in  the  nearest  woods.  In  the 
Frith  of  Forth,  the  Seal  (phoca  vituiina)  is  crn- 
tinually  shewing  its  bldck  head,  and  the  porpe^re 
(delphinus  phocasna)  fs  ever  rolling  about*: — botli 
are  frequently  entangled  in  the  nets  of  the  New- 
haven  fishermen ;  and  considerable  quantities  of 
oil  are  extracted  from  their  blubber  and  liver.* 

♦  Wliere  there  are  appropriate  ScoUiib  oames,  wc 
Iiave  thought  it  might  be  useful  to  adppt  them :  at 
the  same  time,  we  have  dij^iingut*lied  them  by  Italics, 
aod  have  subjoined  cither  the  ErgUsli  or  the  Linnean 
came. 
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The  Whalebone. Whale  (bal«na  mysiicetug),  anft 
the  Grampus  (delphinus  orca),  are  occasionally 
seen.  About  thirty  years  ago,  a  Cachalot*whale, 
of  great  size  (physeter  microps),  was  stranded 
on  Lord  Roseberry's  grounds  near  Cramond,  and 
.attracted  thousands  of  ipectators  from  Edinburgh. 
The  enormous  size  of  the  head,  and  the  excessive 
amallness  of  its  eyes,  are  still  talked  of  by  old 
people ;  and  its  tongue  is^jBtlll  joften  compared  to 
a  well-filled  feather-bed. 

A  yery  considerable  variety  of  stationary  Birds 
are  to  be  found  arauad  Edinburgh*  ^tnong  these 
the  most  beautiful  is  the  Kingslisher,  which  in- 
habits the  Water  of  Leith,  and  the  Blue-backed 
Shrike,  which  haunts  about  ArthiuvSeat  hills. 
Besides  these,  howerer,  some  uncommon  ones  vi- 
sit us  in  summer,  as  the  Goat- sucker  (caprimul- 
gus  Europseus) ;  the  Com^Grake  or  Land-rail,  &c. 
The  call  joi  the  Cuckoo  £>t  Gouk  is  first  heard 
about  the  lake^f  Duddingston,  whose  neighbour- 
hood it  frequentSy  about  May-day,  and  it  conti* 
nues  tHl  the  middle  of  June.  About  this  last  pe- 
riod, great  numbers  of  Swifts  (hirundo  apus) 
seem  to  delight  to  spend  the  evening  in  darting 
backward  and  forward  among  the  high  build- 
iijgs  of  the  Old  Town  of  Edinburgh,  uttering 
|>erpctual  shrieks.    Other  migratory  birds  spen^ 
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a  part  of  the  winter  with  us ;  as  the  Snasm^flake- 
(emberhiza  nivalis),  the  Fehifer  or  Fie!dfere  (tur-«' 
du8  pilaris),  with  its  constant  companion  the* 
Red-wing  (tiirdus  iliacus)^  and  sometimes  the 
Bohemia  Chatterer.    A  flock  of  the  beautiful  lit- 
tle Norwegian  bird  fringilla  ffammea,  ali^^hted  on 
tlie  light-house  of  Inchkeith  one  evening  in  win-* 
ter  1804-5,  being  attracted  by  the  light.    Wood- 
cocks frequently  perch  on  this  light-house  upon 
then*  arrival  in  the  dark  evenings  of  October^r 
The  islands  in  the  Frith-  are,  durmg  summer, 
frequented  by  the  Kttty'<wake  (lams  tridactylus ; 
and  the  Pictarny  (sterna  hirundo) ;  which  breed 
on  the  Bass  rock  along  with  the  Gannet  or  Solans 
goose  (Pelecanus  Bassanus).    The  Cormorant  (pe- 
lecanns  carbo);    the  Scart  or  Shag  (pelecanus 
graculus);  Scout  (colymbus  trbile),  and  Razor-bill 
or  'Marrot  (alca  torda),  frequent  the  Frith  at  all 
times.    A  few  pairs  of  the  Dunter-goose  or  Eider- 
duck  (anas  mollissima)  breed  annually  on  Inch- 
keith and  Inchcolm.     The  Malmock  or  Fuknar 
(procellaria  glacialis),  makes  his  appearance  in 
the  Frfth  in  very  hard  winters ;  but  departs  very 
early  in  thespringto  the  northward.   The  North- 
em  Diver  (colymbus  glacialis)  also  comes  in  se* 
vere  winters,  and  has  been  taken  in  the  Fritb  as 
late  as  April.    The  Velvet  Duck  (anas  fiisca)  is 
eoaunon,  as  is  also  the  Puffin  or  JVilUck  (alca* 
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fnoffinus).    Duddingston  lake  is  inhabited  by  tlie 
Coot  and  Water-hen  (fulica  atra  and  chloropus), 
and  by  the  variety  of  the  latter  called  Fulica  fus-  . 
ca  by  the  late  Dr.  Walker. 

The  poultry-market  of  Edinburgh  is  worth  a 
frequent  visit  from  the  ornithologist.  Some  of 
•the  rarer  aquatic  birds,  sent  from  different  parts  of 
the  country,  occasionally  occur  on  the  stalls  during 
winter;  %he  Long-tailed  Duck  or  Caioo  (anas 
^lacialis),  and  the  Golden-eye  (anas  clangula)i 
are  not  uncommon.  The  White-fronted  goo^e 
{anas  aibifrons),  the  Bean  goose  (anas  fabalis)y 
and  the  Bernadc  (anas  erythropus),  also  occur ; 
together  with  the  Mers;anser  (mergus  serrator), 
and  the  Dusky  Grebe  (colymbus  nigricans). 
Ptarmigan,  Snipes,  and  small  birds,  are  also  occa- 
sionally sold.  Among  wh^t  the  poulterers  call 
Snipes,  birds  of  the  genus  Tringa,  particularly 
Tringa  cinerea,  morinclla,  and  Grenovicensis,  are 
often  included.  (See  Poultry-Maiket,  p.  42S.) 

.  Of  the  reptile  Amp  h  ibi  A  we  have  in  theXing'i 
J^ark  four  species  of  lizards  (Lacerta  agilis,  vul- 
garis, palustris,  and  maculata  of  Sheppard),  here 
called  ash — an  abbreviation  of  askersy  the  old 
JEngUsh  name,  but  often  confounded  with  the 
^i^me  aspsji  to  the  great  hurt  qf  the  harmless  Ji<i 
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zards.    The  Blind- wonn  (anguis  firagilis)  is  some» 
fixnes  found  in  banks  of  loose  earth. 

Fishes. — A  specimen  of  the  rare  Opah  (zeur 
luna)  was,  a  few  years  ago,  taken  near  Cramond, 
and  is  preserved  in  the  museum  of  Peter  Walker, 
Esq.  advocate.  The  short  Diodon  or  Sun-fish 
(diodon  mola)  has  al^o  been  caught  at  Cramond, 
and  is  preserved  in  the  same  gentleman's  museum* 
The  Sturgeon  (acipenser  sturio)  frequently  enters 
the  mouth  of  the  river  Almond,  and  is  sometimes 
killed.  The  Gar  (esox  belone)  is  eccasionally 
caught,  but  is  by  no  means  common.  The  Sau- 
ry-pike (esox  saurus),  which,  it  teems,  is  hardly 
knowp  in  the  south,  occasionally  enters  our  Frith 
in  vast  shoals  during  wint?er.  It  is  generally 
named  the  Gandannock,  At  ebb-tide  it  is  often 
found  with  its  long  curved  noae  sticking  fast  in 
the  sludge-  The  Sea-cat  or  Wolf^iish  (anarhichas 
lupus)  is  pretty  common ;  sonletfines  it  is  got 
five  feet  long.  The  Bergil^  or  hbrus  balanus  of 
Dr.  Shaw,  is  found  in  the  Frith  during  summer; 
together  with  the  Brdssy  or  labrus  Comubhis. 
The  Basse  (perca  labrax),  and  the  Bib  (gadus  lu&- 
cus),  are  caught  at  the  same  season.  The  Gem- 
meous  and  Sordid  Dragonet  (callibnymus  lyra 
and  dracunculus)  are  very  common  in  the  mouth 
«C  the  Frith. — ^Frcnx  a  series  of  observations  w^ 
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we  are  well  convinced  that  these  fishes,  though 
ranked  as  distinct  species  by  Linne  and  Pennant, 
are  merely  maje  and  female  of  the  same  species. 
The  male  when  in  the  water,  or  when  newly 
caught,  shines  with  the  most  brilliant  azure  and 
golden  tints,  and  is  much  admired  by  the  fishers, 
who  call  it  gowdie  or  dianticleer. 

A  large  species  of  Gilt-head,  of  a  fine  silvery 
hi4e  (spams  dentatus,  sparus  Raii  of  Dr.  Shaw)  is 
sometimes,  though  rarely»  caught. 

The  Smooth-hound  and  the  Tope  (squalus 
mufitelus  and  galeus),  with  the  angel-fish  (squalus 
squatina),  are  occasionally  entangled  in  the  fishing 
nets,  and  carried  into  Newhaven  for  the  sake  of 
the  oil  to  be  got  by  boiling  their  livers.  Piked  dog- 
fishes (squalus  acanthias)  accompany  the  shoals 

,  of  herring  into  the  Frith,  and  are  oftener  caught 
than  the  fishermen  could  wish,  as  they  are  very 

.destructive  to  their  nets.  These  fish,  which  are 
split  and  dried  for  food  in  the  north  of  Scotland, 
are  here,  allowed  to  rot  on  the  dunghil ;  this 

.  averMon  b^ing  founded  chiefly  on  a  prejudice  at 

.  the  name  of  dog-*fish« 

Ce»nger-eels,nine  or  ten  feet  in  length,  are  some- 

•. times,  though  not.  very  fi^uently,  taken  in  the 

Frith. 

The  lakes  of  Duddingston  and  Lochend  cq|i- 

.tain  Pike  and  Perch ;  the  river  of  Leith,  thcLouhc, 
Rr 
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the  nine^yed*€el  or  Wver-Lamprey,  5cc. ;'  but  trotrt     ' 
are  nearly  expelled  from  this  river,  at  least  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  city,  by  the  refuse  from  the  nume- 
rous distilleries  established  oh  its  batiks. 

The  fishmarket  will  occasionally  yield  the  ich# 
thyologist  sotne  curious  objects.  The  Sauty-pike 
And  Sea-pike  may  be  expected  in  winter.  The 
Xumpfish,  Sparling,  and  9ea-lamprey  occur  in 
spring:  And  the  Gilt^head  and  Wrasse  during 
summer.    (See  article  Flsh-tnafkeU  p-  427-) 

In  SECT  A. — ^The  entomologist  finds  tfte  objects 
of  his  study  in  every  place.  The  julus  Quiscoides 
of  Townsort,  very  much  resembling  oniscus  ar- 
/nadillo,  is  found  under  stones  in  the  King's  Pai%, 
generally  about  an  ant-bill,  Papilio  Aitaxerxes 
has  been  seen  in  the  marshy  grounds  of  Arfiinr- 
Seat  hills,  overlooking  the  village  of  Duddingstod: 
this  is  accounted  one  of  the  rarest'BHtish  batte^ 
flies.  Phalangium  hireutum  may  be  foUod  bf 
rummaging  among  the  refuse  of  the  NeWh<vcn 
oyster-boats  :-^In  the  same  w^jr  tnay  be  got  a  va- 
riety of  crustaceous  insects  5  cancer anuieas ;  can- 
cer  depurator-;  cancer  longicorais;  cancer  ^- 
-gostis ;  cancer  locusta ;  and  cancer  bemslrdlis,  dr 
hermit  crab,  so  named  from  its  always  inhabiting 
^  tBr"binated  shell.  Bat  the  most  curious  of  the 
.WWU^rt^  v^  the  qa^^er  p^^alaTigiup^whi^li;  in 
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fittder  td  deceive  its  prey,  cjresaetf  itself  with  tefti* 
<l£x  in^rine  plants  or  zoophytes.  We  ha,ve  some-' 
times  found  it  at  Newhaven  dis^^uised  as  a  plant 
of  fiicus  sinuosus ;  at  other  times  neatly  dressed 
out  lil^e  the  zoophyte  called  (lustra  truncata.  la 
the  skate'-aets.  which  the  Newhaven  fishers  some- 
times sink  n^ar.  the  mouth  of  the  Frith,  cancei' 
^t^orvegicus  js  often  entangled.  On  one  occasion 
lat^^ly,  a  lai^ge  and  complete  specimen  of  the  rare 
cancer  hprridus  was  thus^  taken*  and  brought  to 
the  writer  of  this  article.  Cancer  symnista  is 
£ciund  on  the  shores  after  heayy  es^  winds.  The. 
lobster  is  occasionally  caught ;  the  edible  crab  or 
partaln  (cancer  pagunis)  is  very  common.  Prawns 
«a4  Slmmps  are  not  unfrequentv 

Of  the  Vermes  htUstlna,  Leith  sands  afford 
the  lumbricus  marinus,  dug  up  by  the  fish  women 
for  bait  j  and  the  hirudo  muricata  is  not  unfre- 
quently  found  entwined  among  the  roots  of  the 
ffeat  tangle  (fucus  digitatus). 

Of  the  moHuuOf  the  Cuttle-fish  or  ho4e^h  (se- 
pia loligo)  is  commoo  i  the  se|>ia  octopodia  ii 
also  found)  but  is  more  rare.  The  bones  of  se- 
pia officinalis  4re  frequently  cast  ashore.  Do>« 
ri^  ^igQ)  aphrodite  aculeata^  echinus  esculentus 
and  spatagusy  are  occasionally,  cast  upon  the  beach 
«&er.  winter  stonnsji  and  especially  after  east 
Rra 
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Winds.  The  holbthuria  pentacula  is  at  times 
dredged  up  in  fishiDg  for  oysters.  The  Sea  Ane- 
mones (particularly  actinia  crassicomis)  every 
where  ;ftlhere  to  the  rocks  left  uncovered  at  ebb- 
tide. Two  species  of  very  long  sea-worms  art 
occasionally  brought  up  from  the  deep  water  of 
the  roadstead  by  the  oyster  dredges :  one  is  the 
Nereis  flabelligera,  *  the  other  is  a  bladk  animal, 
perhaps  nondescript,  known  to  the  fishers  by  the 
ilame  of  the  Black-worm.  It  is  often  between 
twenty  and  thirty  feet  in  length.  It  may  be  found 
in  the  Newhaven  oyster-boats,  in  the  spring-eea- 


Of  Testacea  above  sixty  different  species  are 
found  on  the  shore,  some  of  them  not  common. 
Venus  Islandica'(?/?<a;i^/^),  Strombuspespelecahi, 
and  Cyprsea  pediculus,  are  got  at  Figget  "Whins 
after  storms.  Cardium  echinatum  and  ciliare, 
and  Nerita  glaucina,  are  occasionally  cast  up  on 
the  sandy  beach  behind  the  glass-works  at  Leith 
during  winter.  Bulla  aperta  is  not  uncommon 
at  Caroline  Park,  where  its  very  light,  almost 
membranaceous  shells,  are  tossed  about  by  the 
wind.  Patella  laevis  and  pellucida,  with  mytilus 
discors,  are  found  adhering  to  the  staiks  and 
leaves  of  the  large  tangles  or  sea-weed  that  are 
thrown  ashore  in  winter,  while  the  roots  or  clasp* 
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€rt  of  these  tapgles  are  generally  Invested  with 
lepas  9triata»  which  is  rare  in  England.  In  short, 
if  the  conchologist  search  the  rejectamenta  on 
the  beach  after  high  winds,  which  communicate 
to  the  Frith  the  agitation  of  the  German  Ocean, 
he  will  never  fail  to  make  some  acquisitions.  My- 
tylus  cygneus  iiAabits  Lochend  j  roytUus  anati*^ 
nua  the  Water  of  Leith. 

ZoQphyta  are  to  be  found  in  great  variety  on  the 
^orea  of  the  Frith  after  high  winds.  But  the 
oyster-boats  at  Newhaven  afford  the  best  and 
rarest  specimens.  The  oyster-dredge  always  en- 
tangles quantities  of  sertularise,  flustrae,  &c.  which 
the  fishennen  call  Summer-growth.  About  thirty 
species  of  sertulariae  may  thus  be  got ;  among 
Qthers  the  beautiful  sertularia  operculata,  abie- 
tinat  cupressina,  and  fastigiata  \  the  curious  bottk-' 
brmhf  or  sertularia  thuya ;  with  very  large  speci- 
mens of  sertularia  antennina :  to  which  may  be 
added  some  Bpecies  that  are  less  generally  noticed, 
or  are  rare,  particularly  sertularia  polyzonias,  ser- 
tularia lendigera,  and  sertularia  muricata.  Small' 
specinoens  of  the  F^ui-coral,  Gorgonia  flabellum,. 
are  sometimes,  tliough  rarely,  got  in  the  Frith.. 
The  coral  of  the  shops  (corallina  ofScinalis)  is 
Comnu>n.  Several  species  of  flustra  are  dredged 
Up  with  the  oystei-s,  particulary  flustra  carbasea, 
Rrs 


d  by  Google 


474' 

which,  according  to  authors,  isrrare  in  many  pb- 
ce5. 


It.  VEGETABLE  ll:tNG  DOM. 

The  hills,*  rocks,  lakes;  and  shores,  which  di- 
versify the  neighbourhood*  of  Edinburgh,  offer  a 
rich  field  to  the  bota^'cal  inquirer.  Even  Arthur- 
Seat  hills  alone  present  hhn  with  about  fbur 
hundred  different  species.  Among  these  some 
pretty  rare  plants  are  numbered:  Acrosticfaunt 
ecptentrionale,  arenaria  vema,  pDtentilla- vema,  sal- 
via verbenaca.  Besides  these  may  be  found,  in  the 
King's  Park,  two  of  the  rarer  of  the  British  gra- 
mina,  poa  rigida,  and  hordcum  pratetise;  and 
amopg  the  beetling  clitfs  maybe  seen  two  uncom- 
mon native  shrtib?,  the  Spindle-tree  (euonyrous 
Europn?uR)  and  the  White-beam  (Crataegus  aaa). 
Several  plants  remarkable  for  their  beauty  adorn 
these  hiils  :  among  these,  the  Maiden-pint  (dian* 
f!ms  deltoidco),  the  Dropwort  (spiraea  filipendn- 
•Ja),^  and  the  Catchfly*  (lychnis  viscaria),  deserve 
particular  notice. "  The  margin  of  Duddingston 
take  is  eVilivened  by  ranunculus  lingua,  and  stel- 
laria  glatica,  together  with  the  elegant  butorous 
umbel iatijs  or  Flowering-rush.  In  the  appendix 
to  Lightfoot's  «  Flora  Scotica"  is  a  list  of  plants 
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Rowing  in  the  King's  Park,  Edinburgh,  by  Mr. 
YaHen  :  to  this  fist  may  be  added,  circza  al^ina, 
^nicula  Europaea,  viola  grandiflora,  saxifraga  tri- 
dactylites,  alisma  ranunculoidcs,  jnniperiis  com- 
munis, and  many  musci,  algse,  and  fungi :  Among 
the  Musci,  phascum  piliferum,  a  very  minute  and 
rare  moss,  growing  on  the  bank  below  the  basal- 
tic columns :  among  the  Algse,  'lichen  coccineus> 
like  drops  of  blood  upon  the  rocks :  and  among  • 
the  Fungi,  agaricus  terreus,  growing  in  large  semi- 
circular tracks  on  the  middle  ridge  of  hills,  the^e- 
leterious  spawn  of  this  mushroom  seeming  hereto 
Occasion  those  withered  traces  in  the  grass  which 
have  commonly  been  denominated  Fairy  rings* 
Pentland  Hills,  as  might  be  expected,  afford  some 
rare  plants ;  in  particular  ophrys  ovata  in  Swan- 
ston  Wood ;  eriophorum  polystachion,  and  scir- 
pus  multicaulis  in  peat-marf^hes ;  with  galium 
pusillum,  at  the  spot  generally  called  Hab- 
bie's  How.  In  a  wood  on  the  banks  of  the  Wa* 
ter  of  Leith,  near  CoUington,  the  magnificent 
Species  of  Valerian,  Valeriana  pyrenaica,  is  com- 
mon, and  seems  to  be  indigenous.  Two  poison* 
cus  umbelliferous  plants  occur  in  the  vicinity  of 
Edinburgh.  1.  Cicuta  virosa  (Ibng.leaved  wateij 
hemlock  or  cowbane),  too  plentiful  on  the  mar^ 
gin  of  the  lake  of  Lochend :  here  it  frequently 
proves  destructive  to  cows  .who  brow.se  it,  an^ 
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inttatic^  are  on  record  of  iu  i»t)Ting  &tal  to  tk 
tuiman  spectet.    hi  ^  Birrel'v  Diaqr,''  lately  pub* 
lishedi  this  entry  occurs :  ^  I568f  April  so.  Two 
women  eat  hemlock  at  Restakigt  and  toimediate* 
ly  died."    Now,  as  Restabig  is  in  tbe  lounedjate 
neighbourhood  of  lAx:hend»  and  as  the  water- 
hemlock  is  much  more  virulent  than  the  common 
hemlock  (conium  maculatum)^  we  nuy  with  pro* 
bability  ascribe  the  death  of  these  women  to  their 
incautiously  gathering  the  roots  of  the  dcuta. 
S.  Phellandrium  aqnaticnm  (horse-bane  or  water- 
hemlock).  This  is  not  so  deleterious  as  the  dcuta, 
and  it  is  a  rare  plant*  It  is  mentioned  by  Lightfioot 
as  found  in  the  Loch  of  Corstorphine ;  that  loch 
has  been  long  drained,  but  the  phellandrium  stiU 
exists,  in  the  principal  drain  of  Corstorphine 
meadow.    Roslin  and  Ravelston  Woods  afford 
some  of  the  rarest  mosses  and  other  cryptoga- 
mia.  A  considerable  number  of  pretty  rare  plants 
is  found  on  the  shores  of  the  Frith )  particularly 
poa  distans,  near  Ldth ;  thalictrum  minus  at  Ca- 
roline Park ;  and  hieradum  umbellatum  at  Fig- 
get  Whins.    The  turf  along  the  shore  is  findy 
decked,  during  sunmier,  with  the  purple  cocks- 
head, (astragalus  hypoglottis);  and  the  drifted  sand 
is  variegated  with  the  elegant  sea-rocket  (bunias 
cakile),  and  the  curious  plant  called  prickly  glass- 
wort(8alsoia  kali),  which  is  one  of  those  from  which 
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liarilla  it  made.  The  Frith  affords  a  considerable 
rariety  of  submarine  plants,  about  thirty  species 
oJF  fuci,  and  a  good  many  ulvae  and  confervje : 
Among  tire  rarest  of  the  fuci,  may  be  mentioned 
fucus  li^latus,  and  the  minute  one,  fiicus  pyg- 


III.    MINERAL  KINGDOM. 

•  The  great  ttiass  of  compact  blue  whin-rock  on 
Which  the  Castle  of  Edinburgh  is  built  contains 
much  Zeolite,  compact,  fibrous,  and  sometimes 
finely  radiated :  together  with  beautiful  Tremo- 
lite,. which  is  exceedingly'phosphorescent.  Prehn- 
ite  is  also  found  in  the  Castle  rock.- — ^The  Cal- 
ton-hill  offers  a*  huge  mass  of  trap  and  porphyry 
to  the  inspection  of  the  mineralogist.  A  quarry 
near  to  the  buildings  of  Bridewell,  and  imme- 
diately below  the  signal-post,  displays  a  section 
6f  the  hill  to  a  considerable  depth :  I^ndermost 
we  find^a  mass  of  pudding-stone  or  breccia,  con- 
taining a  good  deal  of  crystals  of  felspar,  and  lit- 
tle balls  of  green  earth :  above  this  is  a  bed  of 
porphyry,  forty  feet  thick :  immediately  over  this 
lies  a  bed  of  a  softer*  argillaceous  substance,  in 
Calcareous  cavities  of  which  is  found  the  reddish 
"tariety  of  Cubical  Zeolite  or  Analcime,  called 
SsFcite  by  Mr.  Townson  on  account  of  its  fiesh- 
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Colour-— T-Allhtir^eat  hilk  eithibit  on  tha  sout^ 
line  basaltic  columns :  .these  are  in  some  places 
•invested  with  a  coating  of  Prehnite,  shewing  on 
its  surface  fine  mamillary  crystals,  of  an  applb- 
|;reeu  colour :  in  the  fissures  of  the  basaltes  the 
•ame  miaer&l  is  found  in  amorphous  masses,  and 
of  a  reddish  hue.  Upon  these  basaltic  pillars  a 
vast  platform  of  breccia  is  incumbent,  imbedded 
in  which  considerable  masses  of  indurated  sand- 
stone may  in  different  parts  be  observed.  On 
the  breccia  rests  the  huge  mass  of  hill  called  the 
Lion's  back,  composed  of  basalt.  This  again  ift 
surmounted  by  the  peak  of  the  mountain,  also 
consisting  of  basalt.  Near  the  lake  of  Dudding-> 
•ton,  a  bed  of  highly  indurated  sandstone  crops 
out ;  aud  in  the  basalt  here,  grains  of  Olivin  and 
of  Augite,  together  with  crystals  of  Basaltic  horn- 
blende, may  easily  be  detected. 

The  bold  and  lofty  amphitheatre  of  rock  cilled 
Salisbury  Craig  consists  of  whinstone  (<Mr  green- 
stone) incumbent  on  beds  of  grit  and  clay.  These 
beds  are  seen  only  in  one  or  two  places,  being 
generally  concealed  by  the  extensive  talus  or  dc* 
bris,  which  is  accumulated  against  the  front  of 
ks  crags  at  an  angle  of  45®.  In  one  place,  how* 
ever,  a  quarry  of  sandstone  has  been  opened  wtdtr 
the  whinstone*  The  superior  iadiHration  of  the 
sandstone  at  the  line  of  contact,  has  been  cook-* 
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dered  as  an  argument  in  favour  of  that  theory 
which  ascribes  the  consolidation  of  such  rocks  to 
internal  heat,  and  which  views  the  common  whih« 
stone  rocks  of  Scotland  as  the  unerapted  lavas 
of  former  ages.  In  another  quarry,  near  Holy- 
roodhouse,  beautiful  Radiated  Haematites  has 
bten  fbund,  intermixed  with  Steatite,  green  fi- 
brous iron-ore,  and  a  kind  of  clay  ironstone  ap- 
proaching to  Ruddle.  Beds  of  whin  stone  and 
sandstone  are  here  seen  to  alternate  several  times. 
Masses  of  Heavy- spar  (sulphat  of  baryta)  may 
here  be  often  found  adhering  to  the  sandstone. 
Xac  hinse  has  also,  It  is  said,  been  got  in  the  crage, 
and  amethystine  quartz  crystals  are  not  unfrc- 
quent.  In  some  parts  of  the  basalt  rock.  Com- 
pact Felspar  may  be  observed.  Near  to  St.  An- 
ton's Chapel  some  very  beautiful  spotted  Jasper 
has  been  dug  by  the  Edinbui^rh  lapidaries ;  but 
the  vein,  as  far  as  easily  accessible,  has  been  ex- 
hausted. Little  masses  of  augite  are  abundant  ia 
the  rock  near  the  chapel. 

'  Th^  sandstone  strata  which  have  at  differpnt 
times  'been  laid  open  in  digging  foundations  of 
'houses  in  the  ^cw^own,  particularly  near  the 
Customhouse,  have  been  found  to  be  traversed 
in  various  directions  by  veins  of  greenstone,  well 
'known  in  coal  districts  by  the  name  of  <zi;A;;«-^/>&^j. 
Two  such'////4rj  are  excellently  seen  in  the  bed  of 
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fiie  Water  of  Leith*  crossing  the-horizontaLstnil^ 
transversely :  the  one  vein  is  immediately  below 
SU  Bernard's  well ;  the  other  a  little  higher  up  the 
river.  In  a  whinstone  quarry  at  Forth  Street* 
specimens  of  Cobalt-ore  have  been  found. 

Upon  Leith  shores,  Qoduie&  of  Agate,  Came- 
lian,  and  Chalcedony,  with  masses  of  Chlorite  im- 
bedded in  Quartz,  may  occasionally  be  picked 
up.  The  small.granite  tumblers  scattered  here  and 
there  along  the  beach,  will  not  fail  to  attract  the 
attention  of  the  geologist,  there  being  no  granite 
rocks  to  a  great  distance  around.    At  Caroline 
Park,  about  a  mile  west  from  Newbaven,  the 
rocks  are  finely  exposed  by  the  action  of  the  sea: 
beds  of  whinstone  (griinstein  of  Werner)  here  ap- 
pear to  alternate  with  beds  of  sandstope,  of  clay, 
and  of  ironstone.    The  grey  rock  of  Craigiehall 
hills,  (perhaps  graustein  of  the  Germans)  abounds 
with  Cubical  Zeolite  (Analcime  of  Haiiy),  and 
with  beautiful  greenish  fibrous  Zeolite.    The 
Pentland  hills  present  to  tKe  northward  large 
rocks  of  Felspar  in  mass,  pretty  much  decom-. 
posed,  which,  ^om  its  resemblance  to  the  Petunse 
of  the  Chinese,  or  material  from  which  porcelain 
is  manufactured,  has  been  called  Petunse  Pent- 
landica*    Where  some  spots  of  Logan  hill,  not 
far  from  Habbie's  How,  are  exposed  by  the  action 
«f  a  rivulet,  Chalcedony,  ,fitriped  Jajsper,  and 
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Chlorite^  are  found.  Veins  of  Heavy-spar  (sul- 
phat  of  baryta)  and  of  Petrosilex  or  Chert,  are 
observed  in  diiterent  places  of  the  Pentlands.  At 
Gilmertony  the  strata  being  much  inclined,  have 
been  cut  through  in  mining,  and  have  disclosed  a 
series  of  mineral  beds  above  a  mile  in  thickness. 
The  beds  are  of  Wbinstone,  limestbne,  irb&stone, 
sandstone,  and  coal.  Of  the  last  there  are  sixty 
different  seams,  thick  or  thin,  twenty  of  which 
have  been  worked.  St.  Catharine's  well,  about 
three  miles  S.  from  Edinburgh,  is  continually  co^ 
Tered  with  a  scum  of  Naphtha  or  Petroleum ; 
and  to  the  supposed  virtues  of  this  mineral  oil  is 
to  be  ascribed 'the  fame  of  this  well  in  former 
times,  when  its  decoration  was  an  object  to  the 
monarch  of  Scotland. 
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DESCRIPTION  07  THB 

ROMANTIC  SCENERY 

AND 

REMARKABLE  OBJECTS 

IV  THt  £NVlBLONS  OF  EOINBjDlLGH* 


EDINBURGH  is  flimtoimded  with  many  ioe 
walks,  wiiich  ate  much  tcaofted  to  by  tte 
^zcnsf  aad  are  much  admired  by  atnaetata. 
The  Cusik-hUli  is>a  high  terrace,  atthe  exferensitif 
of  the  Old  Town,  which  eommands  an  exteatke 
view. of  the  subjacent  couotiy  and  the  buildini^a 
of  the  city.  On  the  north,  the  Frith  of  Forth, 
the  opposite  coast  of  Fife,  with  its  fishing  towns 
scattered  along  the  margin  of  the  sea,  are  dis- 
tinctly seen ;  on  the  east,  the  towering  top  of 
Arthur-Seat,  the  Calton-hill,  and  the  cultivated 
fields  of  East  Lothian,  present  themselves ;  and 
on  the  (fputh  it  commands  a  prospect  of  the  pub- 
lic walk  called  the  Meadows^  many  fine  build- 
ings, aiid  the  surrounding  country,  till  the  view  it 
bounded  by  the  Pentland  Hills. 

The  Calton-hill,  a  rocky  eminence  of  coRside" 
table  height*  stands  almost  within  th&  citf  •    Os 
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1l»lot>  is  tiie  Obsenratory ;  now  litfSe  used*  ttd 
a  aignal  post.  This  hiU  is  suirounded  with  a 
Widky  cut  on  its  nde,  dear  the  top ;  and  the  view« 
'  from  this  walk  vary  almost  at  everf  step*  Here 
the  city  may  be  viewed  as  if  it  were  a  map^  the 
tovm  of  T^eitfa  is  seen  at  a  little  distaBce»  an4 
eastward,  aflOBg  the  south  side  of  the  l^rith  of 
Forthi  Musselburgh,  and  the  other  small  towns 
in  that  part  of  the  country,  may  be  obsenred- 
The  high  hill  at  the  mouth  of  the  Frith,  where 
it  iDoeUthe  German'Ocean,  the  Isle  of  May,  and 
the  Bass  rode,  may  be  seeor  irank  this  eminence* 
On  the  western  skte  of  the  CaHon-hill  is  a  bury" 
ing  ground,  in  which  are  deposited  the  lenuuBEi 
of  the  late  celebrated  Mn  David  Hum&  A  large 
rotund  monument,  with  a  simple  iascaptioo, 
marks  the  £pot,  A  little  to  the  eastward  of  this 
burying  gtoftnd  stands  the  Edinbuigh  Bridwett* 
This'bill  will  80(m  be  decorated  with  a  naval 
aiooument  in  honour  of  the  hero  of  Trafalgar. 

The  Kin^j  Parks  at  the  casteai  extremity  of 
ike  x:ity,  affords  many  beautifiit  walks.  Thia 
park  is  inclosed  with  a  wall  built  by  Janes  Vi  and 
i»  about  three  miles  in  chrcumference.  It  con- 
dstschJeBy  of  rocky  and  steep  hills,  or  rather  of 
one  hill  which  rises  into  three  tops.  The  higfer 
est  of  these  tops,  called  Arthur's  Seat,  rises  with 
a  rugi^  and  steep  ascent,  to  the  hei^iht  of  ,79^ 
Ss^ 
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iRet  above  tfcelevd  of  the  sea.  ^t>mUiee6pof 
this  emihence  the  view  is  grand,  a»d  remarkably 
extensive.  The  nietropoUs,  the  German  Ocean, 
the  course  of  the  Forth,  the  Grampian  moun- 
tains, and  a  large  portion  of  the  most  populoas 
'and  best  cultivated  part  of  the  kingdom,  form  a 
landsc^^e  at  otice  beautiful  and  sublhne.  Th^t 
•part  of  the  hill  on  the  west  which  overlooks  the 
city,  and  is  denominated  Salisbury  Craigs,  pre- 
nents  la  semidrcular  range  of  pi^ipitous  rocks, 
•Which  has  much  the  appearance  of  a  mural 
crown.  At  the  noithem  extreiiMty  of  the  eastefn 
^^itision  of  this  hill,  stand  the  ruins  of  thd  Cha- 
|>el  and  Hernfftage  of  St*  Anthony.  Of  the 
history  of  the  chapel  little  is  known.  The  fra- 
ternity of  St.  Anthony  had  a  monastery  in  Leith, 
the  only  establishment,  it  is  believed,  of  the  order 
in  Scotland.  The  seal  of  this  convent  is  preserv- 
ed in  the  Advocates  Librai*y.  The  ruins  consist 
of  part  of  the  chapel  walls,  in  which  is  to  be  seen 
the  small  arclied  niohe  for  the  holy  water*  At  a 
little  distance  from  tiie  chapel  may  be  traced  the 
^uin»  of  the  Hermitage*  Farther  down  the  hill  is 
a  fine  spring  of  water  called  St.  Anton's  welL 
This  well  and  the  neighbouring  hill  are  mentkui- 
ed  in  the  plaintive  Scottish  song,  <<  Q  waiy,  waTy« 
•lip  the  bank." 
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On  the  joulh  nde  of  th^  )uU  is  a  saa^l  ridge 
Mi  toekSf  noted  for  a  remavkable  e€ho»  souodB 
l>eing  Tery  distinctly  retiumed  from  Blackford 
liiDy  to  the  westward;  and  a  little  to  tbe  east- 
:waid  of  this,  above  the  footpath  which  leads  to 
.the  village  of  Dtxddrqgston,  are  a  superb  range  of 
bsaaltic  cidnmnsy  of  a  pentagonal  or  hexagonal 
ibrmr  ft-om  50  to  60  feet  in  length,  and  of  five 
ia  diameter^  At  the  bottom  of  the  hiU  'm  this 
place  is  the  lake  of  Duddingston.  The  green- 
ftone  and  basalt  <^  which  these  hiHs  are  compoir 
€d^  aifoid  aa  excellent  supi>ly  of  causeway  stones 
for  paving  tbe  streets  o£  the  city,  and  many  ship- 
.loads  are  for  this  putpose,  transported  to  Loo- 


^f    r,        ,1     •    I     I' 


ST.  BERNARD'S  WELL. 
SS3 
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On  the  nbrth^rn  Mde  of  the  cky,  the  vMs. 
along  the  Water  of  Leith  to  St.  Bernard's  Weil 
is  peculiarly  beautiful,  and  the  landscape  it  prfr- 
«ents  unrivatied.  St.  Bernard's  Well  had  been 
long  distinguished  for  the  medicinal  virtues  of 
its  waters,  which  are  of  the  sulphurous  kind. 
The  qualities  of  this  spring  fialling  under  the  no- 
tice of  the  late  lord  Oardenstoney,  his  lordship 
purchased  the  property  of  the  well,  and  erected 
the  beautiful  edifice  over  it,  of  which  the  above 
*is  a  representation.  This  temple  consist  of  a 
circle  of  columns,  which  are  surmounted  by  a 
neaf  dome.  In  the  middle  is  a  statne  of  Hygeia, 
the' goddess  of  health.  The  figure  is  Well  pro- 
portioned; but  it  is  too  large  for  a  near  view. 
Nearly  opposite  to  this  templfe  stands  a  tower, 
erected  by  the  late  Mr.  Walter  Ross.  It  is  al- 
most entirely  composed  of  stones  with  ancient 
sculptured  ornaments,  collected  from  ruinous 
buildings  around.  The  four  heads  which  deco- 
rated the  ancient  Cross  of  Edinburgh  are  built  in 
the  wall  of  this  tower.  Here  also  is  the  baptis- 
mal font  which  belonged  to  the  chapel  <rf  St.  Ni- 
nian's,a  religious  house  which  formeriy stood  near 
the  spot  where  the  Register  Office  now  stands. 
In  the  same  inclosure  with  this  tower,  stands 
the  unfinished  effigy  of  Oliver  Cromwell,  which 
was   intended   by    the   magistrates   of    Edin- 
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^rgh  t^  have  been  erected  in  the  Parii«Pient 
.llqi^re  to  the  honour  of  that  usurper.  But  the 
.Re&toration  of  Charles  II.  putting  a  atop  to  this 
.intentlony  poor  Oliver  was  obliged  to  give  way 
.to  the  elegant  equestrian  statue  of  that  monarch 
which  now  decorates  the  square. 

On  the  south  side  of  the  city  is  the  beautiful 
walk  called  TAe  Meado<u»*  >  This  place  was  fof-» 
merly  a|)ake  called  the  South  Loch ;  which  was 
drained  about  the  beginning  of  the  last  ceotury> 
by  Thomas  Hope,  to  whom  it  was  let  on  lease. 
ciyap^  became  bound,  by  the  terras  of  this  leaso> 
.not  only  to  drain  the  lake  or  marshy  but  to  make 
a  walk  round  it  of  24  feet  in  width,  with  a  hedge, 
and  a  row  of  trees ;  and  a  walk  across,  &om  north 
to  south,  bordered  with  lime-trees.  This  Is  the 
origin  of  the  present  beautiful  walks.  The  ciir- 
cumference  of  the  Meadows  is  about  one  mile 

*  and  a  half.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that,  when 
'  draining  this  swamp,  it  had  not  been  done  more 

•  completely,  as  ditches  of  stagnant  water,  increas- 
.  cd  by  rains,  still  remain,  and  in  the  heats  of  sum- 
.mcr  emit  a  disagreeable  odour,  which  greatly 

hurts  the  pleasure  that  might  otherwise  be  enjoy- 
.  ed  in  this  charming  walk.    This  will,  howqvier* 

fOKH)  be  remedied,  as  the  magistrates  of  Edin- 
.  buiigh  have  already  begun  an  efectu^l  drain  ta 
^.tbesea*  .  . 
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T»  tto  tmith  mat  of  tiie  Afetdowitf  ^  tli» 
clowns  called  BumtjJIeid  Unks^  where  the  ettizefii 
•fci  summer  amuse  themseWes  at  the  {avourile 
Scottish  game  of  Golf,  and  where  tke  troops  sta* 
fioned  m  tbe  city  generally  pevform  their  exe^• 
cises. 

A  little  farther  to  the  westward  is  the  Borm^ 
Mhor9  a  large  tract  of  ground^  supposed  to  ba^ 
•been  granted  to  the  citizens  of -BdinlMurgk  by  D^ 
.▼id  I.  This  ground  in  the  year  15J  S  i^pears  to 
4iaye  been  covered  with  wood,  as  at  that  time 
.eertaia  privileges  were  granted  to  the  otiseaa 
who  built  their  houses  of  the  wood  of  this  moor. 
Inthe  Borough  Moor  the  gallant  James  IV*  re* 
viewed  his  brave  army,  (in  which  were  many  of 
the  inhabitants  of  Edinburgh,  with  their  chief 
magistrate  at  their  head,)  before  he  marched  to^ 
the  fsiUl  field  of  Flodden. 

Near  the  head  of  Bumtsfield  Links  stand  CHI- 
tespie's  HoRpital  and  free-school,  the  former  of 
which  occupies  the  site  of  an  old  castellated 
'  building,  removed  a  few  years  ago,  called  Wryte^s 
Hou9e*  A  little  to  the  south-west  of  this  boilcU 
ing,  stands  Merchiston  tower,  an  ancient  build- 
.  tng,  and  once  the  seat  of  the  celebrated  inven- 
tor of  the  logarithms.  To  the  westward  of 
this  building  the  scenery  is  romantic  in  the  high- 
est degre<^    A  small  emiaeace.  galled  Craig!ocl:-' 
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tert-hin  is  iA«R  worth  the  attention  nf  the  Itiaji^ 
'ger,  from  the  natural  beauties  which  it  displayi^ 
-and  the  prospect  which  is  afibrded  from  its  suuk- 
<«Bt.  Noithrwest  vfrom  .this  rises 'the  hill  isi 
Coratocphine,  teaiitif  Ally  variegated  with  gentle- 
tnens  seats,  and  ornamental  plantations.  One  of 
Hhe  proprietors^  Mr;  Keith  of  RarelstoD,  has,  on 
<incf  part  of  tl^  hill,  £&med  for  the  landscape  it 
■comitiands^  built  two  wsdls,  mossing  each  other 
at  right  angles,  and  in  each  of  the  four  angles 
:thtis  formed,  a  seat  is  placed,  which  altogether 
"commands  as  fine  and  as  varied  a  selection  of  ob- 
jects as  is  any  where  to  be  met  with. 


HltlMITAOE  OF  BR  AID. 

^  SOtith  from  the  Borough-moor,  about  tw* 
tniles  distant  firom  Edinburgh,  is  the  Hermitage 
^  Biiaid,  the^  sweetly  retired  residence  ^f  Mr. 
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fkirdon.  H  Is  hmM  m  a  nafrov  tl^  lirttftt* 
•two  rsnges  of  lour  aad  nregular  IfiHt^  and  »  nof 
ftmnded  wHb  wood.  Tke  tmall  nrulet  catted 
Bradd4ittTil  <<  babbifs  bf^  the  tumse^aad  mao' 
den  through  tbeiKiddie  of:  tte'vaie  ID  wtocfaifc 
Itands,  A  stone  wall  iadosos  the  Ibousb^  the 
gapden,  sand  the  trees  and  undiepwood  by  which 
they  are  sorrounded.  The  high  grounds  .whidi 
rise  on  esich  side  of  this  beaotifQl  seat  ane  ofii»' 
mented  with  plantations  of  wood»  or  covered 
with  furze;  though  in  some  fiiaees  the  appesiu 
iiice  of  the  nak^  rocks «dd  to  the  wildness  of 
the  scenery*  The  walk  along  the  Anm  of  Braid  9 
peculiarly  romantic^  and  is  worthy  of  peiaiaiNb* 
ktion.  ' 

About  a  mile  to  the  horth-east  from  the  Hei> 
mitage  of  Braid  stands  the  House  of  Orange^  a 
turreted  man^on,  formerly  these  at  of  the  well- 
known  knilitary  commander  in  the  vsign  of  queen 
Mary,  Wiilian)  Kirkaldy.  In  this  house  too  the 
celebrated  historian  Dr.  Robertson  spent  the  kit 
•months  of  his  Hfe.  A  little  to  the  southwaid  of 
•^s  house  stood  theaneient  Chapel  of  St.  Rocfue, 
wit^  its  cemetery*  The  ruins  of^this  buikOng 
Were  pulled  down  in  1803;  but  a  print  of  It  is 
preaened  in  Grose's  Antiquitioa  of  Scetbiadsaod^ 
Araot's  History  of  Edinburgh*  No«th*«a8t  fiond 
tM»  at  a  place  ^a^  tlM>  fi^im^Sf «» the  naV 
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wiuiiirof  X  inoaiatety  ef  nunff  calM  ^  Sancit 
Caftharina  de  j^entts/'  of  the  order  of  St.  Domi« 
nici  named  from  a  coavent  aad  city  of  those 
Qames  in  Italy*  The  lands  belonging  to  this  mo^ 
mastery  were  at  the  RefbrmatiDtt  acqwred  by  the 
jnagiatratea  of  £dinbuigh» 


eUAIGMlLfLiia  CikSTLE* 

.  Craigmiilar  Castle  stands  about  three  rnlks 
•outh  from  Edinburgh.  It  is  of  a  square  fbrm^- 
imd  consists  of  a  variety  of  apartments.  The 
^yeat  hall  is  sf^lendidy  and  weU  lighted  consider^ 
Ing  the  mode  of  ancient  times.  On  the  east  end, 
of  the.'^hall  are  blasoned  several  coats  of  aims  of. 
fanllie»<with  whom  the  Prestoas,  vho  were  long 
;pixipr»t€fs«f  j0rajgmilfau>  imr  nearly  co^nc^ 
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trd«  On  the  aobth  side  of  thb  haU  fs  what  ir 
called  the  dfawing-rocxm;  llie  staircase  which 
leads  to  the  great  hall  is  i  large  and  splendid. 
The  roof  of  the  building  is  still .  covered  with 
ff}uai:e  flags,  with  a  gentle  tapering  towards  the 
top.  The  battlements  and  parapets  which  sin> 
round  it  are  pretty  entire.  The  prospect  from 
the  top  cannot  for  variety  and  beauty  be  pos6i<- 
bly  exceed^.  A  barmkyn,  or  thick  rampaxt 
wall,  thirty  feet  high,  with  parapets,  and  turrets, 
endcmpass  the  building.  The  west  part  of  the 
castle,  which  is  of  more  modem  erection  than 
the  other  parts,  is  now  unroofed  and  ruinous. 
It  was  built  in  1661  by  sir  John  Oilmour,  riord 
President  of  the  court  of  Session,  and  for'  some 
time  was  the  mansion-house  of  his  family^  At 
what  time  CraigmiUar  Castle  was  built,  is  un« 
known.  It  occurs,  however,  in  record  ac  a  for- 
talice,  in  a  charter  in  the  reign  of  Alexander  U, 
in  1212,  by  William,  son  of  Henry  de  Cmigmil- 
lar,  to  the  monastery  of  Dunfermline.  An  h^ 
tcription  on  the  gate  of  the  outer  rampart^  beat» 
the  date  1427.  In  the  year  1477,  John  earl  of 
Mar,  a  younger  brother  of  Jmies  HI,  w^s  confin- 
ed in  this  castle.  It  was  also  the  residence  of 
James*  V«  for  some  time  during  hi»  minority* 
J^  154S  this  casde  was  burnt  and  plundered  by 
tiie«£nglish.    Crtfi|i»iilar  wa^  the  feeqnelit  resi< 
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dence  of  Mary  queen  of  Scots,  after  her  rettxrii 
from  Fimce  in  I5#lr  Her  French  retinue  were 
lodged  at  a  Jtnall  distance,  at  the  village  which, 
Uam  that  circumstance,  still  retains  the- name  of 
Little  France.  An  orchard  of  two  acres  is  oi> 
the  south  side  of  the  castle ;  but  now  there  are 
noly  a  few  old  fruit-trees  in  it.  In  the  imme- 
diate neighbourhood  of  the  Castle>  are  some  ex- 
cellent &eestone  quarries. 


DUDDINOSTON  HOUSE. 

puddingston  House,  a  seat  belonging  to  the 
marquis  of  Ab^rcqrn,  aud>lately  possessed  by  the 
earl  of  Moira,  commander  in  chief  of  the  forces  in 
Scotland,  is  situated  about  a  mile  distant  from 
Edinburgh,  on  the  south-east,  near  the  villagfe  of 
Duddingston.  •  The  situation  of  the  house  is 
low  ;  but  the  building  is  remarkably  elegant,  an<b 
Tt 
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ib»  flWRMndkig  Iprotiiidfl  are  findy  laid  4Kit. 
An  extenatve  lawn  atretchea  out  in  front,  encir* 
«led  with  dsiBg  wood,  andj  divofsified  vritk 
diun^  icvegnlarly  scafctered  over  it.  Aii  artifi- 
cial atream^  derived  from  DuddingstoniM:^,  winds 
thffoui^  thta  kwB,  and  loses  itself  in  an  artificial 
4ake»  Tlie  stream  is  ornamented  with  a  Chineae 
Mdge.  The/ view  from  Duddingston  Houses 
though  the  situation  is  not  elevated,  is  extensive ; 
and  the  scenery  around  it  receives  an  addition  of 
grandeur  from  the  'near  neighbourhood  of  Ar« 
thur-Seat,  which  ^  rears  its  green  head  to  the 
jfcy'/  at  a  little  distance. 


i>AL&2JTH  HOU.S£«  . 
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'  Satkrftti  IfcuMi  tlie  scat  of  lAe  chike  of  Bucf 

cleuch,  is  about  six  miles  distant  from- Edintm^hy 
On  the  southern  bank  of  the  river  North  £8k»  andl 
in  the  imaiediatft  vicinilf  of  the  town  of  Dal- 
keith. This  building  stands  on  the  site  of  an  an- 
cient castle,  which  was  loog  in  the  possesMon  of 
the  iamily  of  Dotrglas*  The  earl  of  Morton,  le- 
gent  ef  Scotland  during  the  iimiority  of  James 
VI,  used  frequently  to  reside  at  this  castle,  and  it 
was  then  commonly  styled  the  «  Lion's  Dca.'* 
The  present  edifice  was  biiilt  by  the  fiimily  pi 
Scot  a^xnit  the' end  of  the  set^enteentii  century** 
K  consMls  of  a  main  house  and  two  wings,  with 
ornaments  of  the  Corinthian  order  in  front.  The 
hs£>  the  grand  stair-case,  and  the  several  suites  of 
tocrtikB  #^iny  anf  spacious  and  elegantly  finished^ 
One  s^  of  s^rtments  still  exhibits  the  furniture 
sndf  finishing  wMch  wiere  fashionaUe.  in  the  last 
agie.  This  furniture  has  been  carefully  pr^erved, 
becao^  if  was  the  present  of  Charles  II.  to  hk 
«on  James  duke  of  Monmouth,  and  his  daugh- 
ter4n-law  Anne  duchess  and  heiress  of  Bttccleuch, 
married  to  the  duke  of  Monmouth.  In  Dalkeith 
House  is  a  fine  collection  of  paintibgs.  The 
prospect  from  the  house,  Which  is  rather  low, 
commands  a  considerable  extent  of  rich  and 
agreeably  varied  prospects.  The  river  NortK 
£<k  pasles  immediately  under  the  waUS|  and  & 
Tt2 
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jplfndid  bridge  has  been  built  over  it  at  the  duke's 
jnivate  expence. 


NEV/BATTLE  ABBEY» 

Newbattle  Abbey,  a  seat  belonging  to  the  mar* 
quis  of  Lothian,  stands  on  the  northern  bank  of 
the  ^uth  £^k>  about  8ev<en  miles  sout^  from 
Bdinb^rgh,  and  one  mile  south-west  from  Dal- 
keith^ It  is  situated  on  the  .spot  where  fbrmerl/ 
stood  the  ancient  Abbey  of  Newbattle,  founded 
here  for  Cistertian  monks  by  David  I.  Part  of 
the  ancient  building  may  be  still  traced,  and* 
what  is  more,  part  of  the  ancient  library  is  «till 
here  preserved,  particularly  a  manuscript  copy  of 
Froissart's  Chronicles,  b^utilully  illuminate 
The  house  contains  many  fine  paintings,  and  be^ 
fore  it,  on  the  bank  of  the  river  North  Esk, 
opens  a  verdant  lawn,  with  some  straggling 
trees  of  a  very  great  size  interspersed.  Close  by 
the  wall  of  the  park  stands  the  church  of  New- 
battle;  with  a  small  village  which  has  risen  around 
it*  The  town  of  Dalkeith  is  within  si|;bt }  xqdp  br 
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ascendGng-  an  eminence  on  either  side,  3  prospecf 
may  be  obtained  of  the  city  of  Edinburgh,  and 
its  rich  and  populous  environs.  On  the  high- 
est part  of  the  hill  above  Newbattle,  about  680 
feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea,*are  the  remains  of 
a  Roman  camp,  of  a  quadrangular  figure,  cover* 
ing  nearly  three  acres  of  ground.  It  is  now 
planted  with  firs.  In  thi5  neighbourhood  havr 
been  found  Roman  armour,  and  urns  Containing 
ashes  and  bones. 


&OSLIN  CHAPEL. 


One  of  the  most  favourite  excureions  of  the  citi- 
zens of  Edinburgh,  and  of  travellers  who  visit  it,  is 
to  the  village  of  Roslin,  seven  Hiiles  south  froin, 
Edinburgh.^    The  romantic  scenery  and  pictur- 
Tts 
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eique  views  at  this'place  are  perhaps  scarce  to  be 
cquaUed.  The  first  thing  ta  which  a  stranger  vi- 
siting Ro8lin«  is  directed,  is  the  degant  antique 
chapely  which  stands  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of 
the  village.  This  chapel  was  founded,  by  Wil- 
.  Ham  St.  Clair,  earl  of  Orkney  and  Caithnessy  ia 
the  year  1446.  In  the  inside,  the  chapel  is  de« 
•corated  with 'a  vast  number  of  sculptured  fU 
^uresy  chiefly  representing  pieces  of  Scripture 
history.  Round  the  range  of  Gothic  pillars  * 
which  encircle  it  are  thirteen  niches,  which  most 
probably  were  filled  ^with  statues  of  our  Saviour 
and  the  twelve  apostles.  At  the  east  end,  a  little 
elevated  above  the  rest  of  the  floor,  the  high  al- 
tar has  stood;  and  at  the  west  end  is  a  monument, 
.  in  fine  preservation,  erected  to  the  memory  of 
•  George  earl  of  Caithness,  who  died  in  1 582.  At 
'Ihe  front  of  the  third  and  fourth  pillars,  between 
them  and  the  north  wall,  is  a  large  flag-stone, 
cpvering  the  family  vault.  Ten  Tjarons  of  Ros- 
lin  are  buried  here.  By  the  side  of  this  is  a  ston^, 
upon  which  is  sculptured  a  knight,  .with  his  legs 
crossed,  and  a  dog,  the  emblem  of  fidelity,  at  his 
feet.     Leading  from  the  high  altar,  at  the  cast 

♦  The  pilUri  appear  oF  a  verdegris  cotour,  owing 
to  their  bctrg  covered  by  a  minute  plant,  of  rare  oruitr- 
rcnct^csAicd  tvy  Linmevs  Sytsu/  aruiacsa. 
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.end  of  iht  chapel,  is  an  under-ground  apart^ 
jDent,  or  small  chapel,  founded  by  EUzabeth, 
counters  of  Bucban,  the  wife  of  William  above 
JoeQtioiied. 


HOSLIN  CASTLE. 

A  littk  way  from  the  chapel  stand  the  rume 
of  Roslin  Castle,  most  romantically  situated  upon 
a  rising  ground  above  the  North  Esk.  It  is  un- 
•ceitain  when  this  castle  was  built.  4-bout  the 
year  1  ICO  William  de  Sancto  Clero,  son  of  Wal- 
demus  Compte  de  Clair,  who  came  to  England 
^vith  William  the  Conqueror,  obtained  from  Mal- 
com  Carimore  a  great  part  of  the  lands  and  ba- 
rony of  Roslin.  It  might  probably  be  built 
^^pnt  that  time.  In  history  little  or  no  menticjn 
of  this  castle  occurs  till  fhe  year  1455,,  when -we 
-read  of  sir  James  Hamilton  being  confined  ^S  it 
Py  James  II,    It  was  burnt  down  rn  1544  by  tht 
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Cnglish  fbrrn  trader  the  earl  of  HartibrdT^  !» 
1650  it  surrcmfered  to  General  Monk«  The  in<>. 
dern  part  of  the  castle  was  rebuilt  in  the  year  1 569. 
This  part  of  it  was  the  late  general  Sinclair's  ren- 
dence,  and  is  yet  commonly  inhabited  during  the 
summer  season.  The  other  parts  of  the  castle 
present  only  a  ruin  of  great  magnitude;  large 
masses  of  the  walls,  which  are  of  immense  thick* 
ness,  having  Lere  and  there  fallen  down.  What 
remains,  however,  is  sufficient  to  give  an  idea  of 
-the  magnificence  and  security  in  which  the 
powerful  barons  of  Sc^Jand  lived  in  former 
times.  The  access  to  the  castle  is  by  a  nairow 
bridge,  over  a  deep  natural  ravine,  the  sides  of 
which  are  solid  rock.  Rosim  castle  gives  it%  same 
tp  a  beautiful  Scottish  song. 


HAWTHO&NDEN. 
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ilawtbornden  stands  about  two  miks  Mow 
Roslioy  on  the  top  of  a  8t6ep  -impending  pceci- 
pice  of  fisestoQe  rock*  overhanging  the  river 
North  Esk.  In  the  face  of  the  rock  are  seen  the 
loop-holes  and  windows  of  the  caves  or  dens 
from  which,  in  134I9  the  brave  Alexander  Ramsay 
often  sallied  out*  with  his  gallant  companions,  in 
bis  predatory  excursions  against  the  English  in- 
vaders. Hawthomden  is  a  building  of  conside- 
rable, antiquity  $  but  the  time  it  was  first  erected 
is  unknown.  It  occurs  in  xecord  as  a  fortalice . 
fik  the  year  1433,  but  it  is  apparently  much  old- 
er. .  One  part  of  it  is  a  large  vaulted  tower,  graft- 
ed on  the  native  rock.  In  the  upper  part  of  this 
building,  there. is  a  pHne-tree  growing,  of  consi- 
derable size.  The  gate  of  entrance,  though  Of 
more  modem  date  than  the  tower,  is  probably 
older  than  the  dwdling^iouse ;  the  iron  gate  was 
iately  remaining.  Under  and  near  the  mansion  arc 
two  ranges  of  craves  scooped  out  of  the  rock, 
probably  places  to  secure  the  people  and  their 
effects  in  the  wars  fbetw^een  the  Scots  and  En- 
rlish.  The  buildings,  now  inhabited  were  partly 
•o^built  by  William  Drumnaond  of  Hawthocodeii, 
-the  ^celebrated  historian  and  poet,  in  the  year 
lis 98.  Drummond  spent  the  greater  part  of  his 
life  iff  tins  b^autifiil  retirement',  and  here  wtoti? 
jfeis  Hiiftory  of.the  Jameses^  and  l^s  Poemo^ 
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the  scenery  around  HawthonleB»  as  ind&d 
all  along  the  banks  of  the  North  Eak^  is  beauti* 
fill  and  romantic ;  and  a  walk  by  its  course  will 
well  rewasd  the  tfoid^e  of  the  straagev* 


MELVILLE  CASTLE. 

Melville  Castle,  the  seat  of  the  Hon.  Robtrt 
Dundasy  stands  on  the  northern  bank  of  the  North 
Esky  near  to  the  viUage  and  parish  church  of  Laa» 
.wade,  at  the  distance  of  about  five  miles  souths 
west  from  Edinburgh^  and  about  three  millet 
west  from  Dsdkdth.  The  principal  part  of  the 
building  is  of  a  square  Ibmiy  with  circular  toinrers 
at  the  angles,  of  elegant  Woriunanship.  Tw* 
wings,  of  a  less  heightthan  the  dther  parts  of  the 
edifice,  but  of  equal  elegance,  are  attached  to  iu. 
JAelville  Castle,  being  rather  in  a  low  situation*, 
enjoys  no»  very  extensive  prospects,  and  ia  not 
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teen  from  any  considerable  distance.  Some  wood 
16  scattered,  with  much  taste,  around  the  house. 


PEHNYCUICK  HOUSE. 

*  This  elegant  mansion  is  situated  about  nine 
miles  between  west  and  soMth-west  from  Edin- 
T>urgh,  on  the  northern  bank  of  the  river  North 
Esk,  and  not  far  from  the  village  of  Pennycuicfk. 
The  principal  front  kjks  towards  the  north- 
west, and  a  handsome  portico,  supported  by 
eight  Tuscan  columns,  decorates  the  chief  en- 
itrance.  The  principal  rooms  within  are  large, 
and  finely  proportioned.  But  there  is  a  peculiar 
attraction  to  msit  Pennycuict  House.  This  is 
the  hall  in  the  mansion  denominated  Ossiarfs 
Hallf  the  deling  of  which  is  decorated  with 
paintings  by  the  pencil  of  Runciman,  represent- 
ing scenes  from  the  Toems  ascribed  to  Os- 
-sian,  the  soi?  of  Fingal.  These  paintings,  the 
jcxcaitroiL  of  which  hurt  the  health  of  JStmiei* 
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many  zak  of  sufficient  met  it  to  establish  his'  fame 
unrivalled  as  an  historical  painter,  had  he  exe- 
cuted nothing  else.  At  a  due  distance  from  this 
elegant  mansion,  is  a  square  of  office-houses; 
and  an  excellent  garden  for  fruits,  flowers,  and 
pot-<herbs,  is  situated  in  a  sheltered  low-ground  at 
a  little  dictancc.  In  the  pleasure  grounds  a  small 
rotund  building  may  be  observed  ;  it  is  a  model 
of  the  temple  of  Terminus  which  formerly  stood 
on  the  banks  of  the  Carrbn,  and  was  generally 
known  by  the  name  of  Arthur* s   Oiyen, 

Barnboug!e  Castle,  the  scat  of  the  earl  of  Rose- 
l)erry,  seated  on  the  shore  of  the  Frith  of  Forth, 
is  worthy  of  a  visit ;  and  the  superb  seat  of  the 
earl  of  Hopet.on,  12  miles  north-west  from  Edin^ 
burgh  is  still  more  so. 

It  would  require  a  larrer  bounds  than  the  li- 
mits of  this  work  admits,  to  point  out  all  the 
interesting  scenery  and  remarkable  objects  with- 
in a  short  distance  of  Edinburgh.  A  few  of  the 
principal  only  have  been  noticed.  Local  infor- 
maticn  will  be  the  best  guide  to  the  remaiuder. 

FINIS. 


■'*  ■  ii  ■*- 


J.  STAax,  PRINTER,  EDINBURGH,  I806r 
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